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ADVERTISEMENT. 

HE  editors  of  the  American  preacher,  in  compliance 
u Ilh  t"e  requefl  0lCa  very  fmcere  friend  to  this  work,  think 
proper  to  explain  to  the  public  the  true  purport  of  the  Fifth  Ar¬ 
ticle,  infer  ted  in  the  preface  to  the  firfl  volume.  The  objed:* 
aimed  at,  is  entirely  political,  and  has  reference  limply  to  the  e*t 
conomy  of  the  united  states,  in  furnifhing  themfelves  with 
books  as  produdions  of  their  own,  rather  than  to  be  dependant 
on  foreign  importation.  The  idea  was  intended  to  be  fufficient- 
ly  explained  in  the  lad  claufe  of  the  article— c<  by  encouraging 

the  publications  of  our  own  country.” 

•  •  •  .  i 

I  he  Editors  are  lo  far  from  an  inclination  to  fhut  the  door  a*, 
gainil:  the  introduction  of  literary  or  religious  improvement  from 
any  country,  that  they  intend,  themfelves,  in  due  time,  to  folicit, 
and  hope  to  receive  contributions  to  this  work  from  all 
countries  where  Chriflianity  prevails,  and  where  its  Miniilers 
may  be  difpofed  to  build  with  us  on  the  foundation  already  laid* 

In  execution  of  the  plan,  already  adopted,  as  it  refpeds  the 
United  States,  the  Editors  would  inform  their  Reverend  Breth¬ 
ren  of  the  different  denominations  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  that 
the  door  continues  open  for  the  reception  of  fuch  contribu¬ 
tion  s  as  they  may  be  difpofed  to  make  for  the  promotion  of  this 
work. 

The  whole  contribution  will  be  held  as  a  sacred  deposite, 
from  which  this  work  will  be  feleded,  from  time  to  time,  in  fuch 
manner  as  will  be  judged  to  give  weight,  order,  and  dignity  to 
the  successive  volumes. 

On  the  hrfbday  of  January  next,  by  the  leave  of  Providence, 
a  fele&ion  will  be  begun  ior  the  fourth  volume,  which  may 
be  expected  out  in  tne  courfe  of  the  enfuing  year. 

august,  1791. 
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Minifter  of  a  Congregational  Church,  Greenwich,  Connecticut. 


I  1  I  MOT  H  Y  iv.  12. 

Be  thou  an  example  of  the  believers,  in  word,  in  coni 
verfation,  in  charity,  in  fpirit,  in  faith,  in  purity . 

great  importance  of  the  office  of  gofpel- 
mini  Peers,  and  the  neceflky  of  their  dif- 
cnarging  every  part  of  duty  with  the  firiifieft  fide¬ 
lity,  clearly  appears  from  the  particular  attention 
which  the  feriptures  have  given  to  this  fubjedt— 
The  New  Teftament  not  only  abounds  with  com¬ 
mands  and  exhortations,  which  illuflrate  this  ob~ 
fervation,  but  the  two  epiftles  to  Timothy,  and  that 
to  Titus,  were  written  with  this  profefled  defign; 

that  the  nature  of  the  office,  and  the  duties  of  it* 
Vot.  III.  A 

cLIfe^  WaS  prc‘\ched  in  the  chaPe!  at  New-Haren, 

SwS  refpeaabk  body  of  the  cler^>  ufualiy  ftyle# 


■ 
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might  be  fully  underftood.  This  the  infplred  au¬ 
thor  himfelf  afferts,  when  he  tells  Timothy,  in  the 
j  chapter  before  that  which  contains  our  text,  The/e 

I  t  hi  rigs  write  I  unto  theey  that  thou  may  eft  know  how 

!  thou  oughteft  to  behave  thyftelfin  the  houje  of  God ,  which 

I  ts  the  church  of  the  living  God>  the  pillow  and  ground  of 

*  truth . 

*  ■  * 

|  Accordingly,  in  thefe  epiftles  we  find  the  cha¬ 

racter  delineated,  which  thofe  ought  to  poffefs  who 
are  employed  in  this  facred  work,  and  the  whole 
duty  of  the  fcripture-bifiiop  minutely  pointed  out, 
and  moft  pathetically  urged  upon  him,  Amidft  a 
variety  of  important  obfervations  on  this  fubjedt, 
our  text  is  introduced.  Be  thou  an  example  of  the 
believers ,  in  word ,  in  converfation%  in  charity ,  in fpirit 
in  faith ,  in  purity . 

% 

I  beg  the  candor  and  attention  of  this  reverend 
and  refpcctable  audience,  whrlft  I  endeavor  to  ex¬ 
plain  this  precept;  and  then  fhew  of  how  much 
importance  it  is,  that  minifters  conduct  agreeably 
to  its  import- 

In  attempting  to  explain  this  precept,  almoft 
the  firft  idea  which  will  ftrike  the  mind  of  an  at- 
tive  reader,  is  its  great  extent.  Gofpel  minifters 
are  the  gift  of  Cbrift  to  his  church,  defigned  to  be 
made  ufe  of  for  her  enlargement  and  fpiritual  im¬ 
provement.  That  they  may  anfwer  thefe  purpofes, 
and  accomplifh  every  defign  of  their  appointment, 
they  are  here  commanded  to  become  living  pat¬ 
terns  of  that  moft  holy  religion,  which  they  are  to 
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preach  to  others.  From  the  example  and  laws  of 
the  great  head  of  the  church,  they  are  to  derive  all 
the  rules  of  their  lives;  and  fo  clofely  to  adhere 
to  them,  as  to  become  daily  copies  for  the  imita¬ 
tion  of  every  member  of  the  flock,  over  whom  the 
Holy  Ghoft  hath  made  them  overfeers.  Be  thou  an 
example  of  the  believers .  This  is  the  general  duty 
upon  which  the  apoftle  enlarges,  by  defcending 
into  the  particular  branches  of  that  exemplary 
conduct,  which  it  behoves  minifters  ever  to  main¬ 
tain,  in  word ,  in  converfation ,  in  charity ,  in  fpirit ,  in 
faith ,  in  purity . 

Some  fuppofe  that  the  apoflle,  by  the  word,  here 
intends  the  familiar  converfation  of  minifters  with 
their  people,  on  fuch  fubjecfts  as  occafionally  come 
to  view,  in  their  common  intercourfe  with  them; 
and,  by  converfation ,  their  general behaviorandcon- 
dudl.  But  this  conftrucftion  neither  appears  a  na¬ 
tural  oncx  nor  does  it  preferve  a  proper  diftindtion, 
between  the  feveral  particulars  here  mentioned. 
Others,  whofe  opinion  is  much  to  be  preferred, 
fuppofe  that,  by  the  word,  the  apoftle  means  the 
word  of  truth,  the  docftrines  which  are  according 
to  godlinefs.  And  the  original  not  only  confirms 
this  opinion,  but  the  obvious  importance  of  right 
fentiments  in  the  public  teachers  of  religion,  and 
the  ruinous  tendency  of  error  in  fuch  characters, 
render  it  more  than  probable  that  this  mu  ft  be  the 
true  conftrudlion.  The  experience  of  the  Chrifti- 
an  church,  in  every  age,  loudly  proclaims  the  fa- 
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ta!  effeds  of  examples  of  errors  in  minifters.  And 
it  is  a  mortifying  reflexion,  that  truth  obliges  us 
to  confefs,  that  moft  of  the  errors  that  have  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  world,  have  owed  their  origin  to  the 
clergy.  1  his  melancholy  fad,  forefeen  by  the  fpi- 
rit  of  infpiration,  it  is  not  improbable,  might  be 
the  reafon  why  the  apofHe  was  fo  particular,  as  to 

give  it  in  command  to  minifters,  to  be  examples 
of  orthodoxy— to  be  careful  to  maintain  the  true 
gofpel,  unmixed  with  erroneous  alloy;  and  fo 
ftrictly  to  adhere  to  the  facred  oracles,’  that  none 
may  ever  have  an  opportunity  of  pleading  their 
examples,  to  juftify  them  in  making  fhipwreck  of 
the  taith.  For  ii  they,  whofe  office  it  is  to  teach 
and  deitnd  tns  truth,  become  the  friends  and 
vouchers  of  error,  it  is  not  to  be  expeded  but  that 
numbers  will  follow  their  pernicious  w’ays,  by 

means  of  whom  the  way  of  truth  will  be  evil  fook- 
en  of.  1 

If  then,  we  are  to  fuppofe,  that  the  apoftle,  in 
his  firft  particular,  requires  that  minillers  become 
€Xti7Hp}c s  to  the  hock,  by  being  patterns,  as  well  as 
defenders  of  gofpel-truth  it  will  be  natural  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  by  being  exemplary  in  converfation,  he 
intends  fuch  a  general  courfe  of  Chrftian  condud, 
as  will  be  worthy  of  the  daily  imitation  of  their  peo¬ 
ple,  An  exemplary  converfation,  in  this  view  of  it, 
includes  a  Itrid  attention  to  Chnftian  pradice — a 
behavior  that  lhali  be  aconftant  expreftion  of  fin- 
cere  piety  towards  God— of  all  fecial  affedions  and 
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virtues  towards  men,  according  to  the  feveral  re¬ 
lations  we  Hand  in  to  them;  and  of  temperance, 
fobriety,  and  all  the  virtues  of  that  felf- govern¬ 
ment,  which  the  fcriptures  enjoin.  Nor  can 
think  it  improper  to  obferve,  that  the  exemplary 
converfation,  fpoken  of  in  the  text,  refers  not  only 
to  our  public,  but  to  our  more  private  conduct.— 
It  requires  that  we  become  patterns  of  the  conjugal 
and  parental  virtues,  as  well  as  of  thofe  which  re- 
fpccfc  fociety,  confidered  in  a  more  extenfive  view. 
Thefe,  though  virtues  more  confined,  and  exer- 
ciied  within  a  narrower  circle,  are  yet  very  inipor- 
portant  in  their  confequences,  and  mud  doubtlefs 
make  a  part  of  what  is  included  in  a  good  conver¬ 
fation. 

The  third  branch  of  that  exemplary  behavior 
which  is  enjoined  in  the  text,  the  apoftle  exprefles 
by  the  word  charity .  And  as  the  fame  word,  both 
in  the  original,  and  our  traflation,  is  made  ufe  of  in 
the  13th  chapter  of  the  firft  cpiftle  to  the  Corin¬ 
thians,  it  may  well  be  prefumed,  that  it  is  ufed  in 
the  fame  fenfe  in  both  paffages.  In  the  place  laft 
mentioned,  he  tells  us,  that  charity  is  the  great 
principle  of  true  religion,  that  in  w  hich  a  gofpel™ 
holinefs  fummarily  confifts,  and  without  which 
every  other  attainment  is  in  vain,  and  will  profit 
a  man  nothing.  He  goes  on  to  obferve,  that  it 
will  fill  us  with  a  fpirit  of  patience  and  forbear¬ 
ance  incline  us  to  be  flow7  to  wrath,  and  ready  to 
forgive  injuries;  that  it  will  influence  us  to  be  kind 
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unto  all  men,  and  to  feek  the  good  of  others,  even 
to  the  injury  of  ourfelves.  That  if  we  are  endow¬ 
ed  with  it,  we  fli all  be  inclined  to  interpret  doubt¬ 
ful  things  in  the  belt  fenfe;  be  affiided  both  with 
the  rmsfoi  tunes  ano  mifcondud,  even  of  enemies ; 
rejoice  in  the  good  ot  ail ;  and  laftly,  that  this  grace 
never  rail,  but  accompany  the  faint  to  glory, 
and  bo  enlarged  and  perfected  when  faith  fhallbe 
fw allowed  up  m  open  vifion,  and  hope  be  convert¬ 
ed  into  full  enjoyment. 

If  then,  as  appears  to  be  fad,  the  word  charity  is 
ufed  in  the  fame  fenfe  in  our  text,  the  command 
will  (rand  thus :  Let  that  holy  Jove,  which  is  the 
fum  of  all  true  virtue,  dwell  in  your  hearts,  and 
Girect  your  daily  condud.  Give  yourfelf  up  fo 
entirely  to  its  influence,  that  they,  for  whofe  fouls 
you  watch,  may  ever  behold  in  you  a  flriking  ex¬ 
ample  for  their  imitation.  Let  them  ever  be 
able  to  difcover  the  nature  of  true  holinefs,  by  an 
attentive  obfervation  of  your  life. 

What  the  apoftledn tends  by  commanding  mi- 
niilers  to  be  examples  in  fpirit ,  may,  we  believe, 
be  learned  by  attending  to  the  ufe  of  that  word  in 
fome  other  places  of  fcripture.  In  the  1 2th  chap¬ 
ter  of  his  epiflle  to  the  Romans,  where  he  is  urg¬ 
ing  on  them  the  neceffity  of  pradical  religion,  af¬ 
ter  directing  them  to  be  kindly  aftedioncd  one  to 
another,  w  ith  brotherly  love,  in  honor  preferring 
one  another,  he  adds.  Not  jlothful  in  bufmefsy  fervent 
in, fpiriiy  Jerving  the  Lord .  This  fervor  of  fpirit. 


it  is  obvious  is  a  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God ,  accom¬ 
panied  with  vigor  and  adivity  in  the  divine  fer- 
vice.  And  among  feverai  other  excellencies, 
which  make  up  that  amiable  charader  that  is  giv¬ 
en  of  the  eloquent  Apolios,  it  is  laid,  tfbat  king 
fervent  in  spirit,  he  f poke  and  taught  the  things  of 
the  Lord .  That  is,  his  heart  was  warmly  impref- 
fed  with  a  fenfeof  the  importance  of  divine  truth* 
filled  with  zeal  for  the  glory  of  his  God,  and  the 
good  of  his  fellow-men  ;  and  the  fruit  of  ail  this 
was  great  diligence  in  his  important  calling. 
From  a  comparifon  of  our  text  with  thefe  ferip- 
tures,  it  appears  moft  probable  that,  by  the  word 
fpirit  >  the  apoftle  means  fervor  of  fpirit,  the  zeal 
of  true  piety,  inclufive,  perhaps,  of  the  fruits  of  the 
fpirit,  which  the  fame  apoftle  enumerates  in  the 
5  th  chapter  of  his  epiltle  to  the  Galatians.  Ad¬ 
mitting  this  conftrudion,  it  is  as  if  he  had  faid  to 
Timothy,  it  is  highly  unbecoming  any  Chriftiair, 
much  more  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  to  appear  with 
a  fpirit  of  indifferency  towards  his  religion ;  or 
carelefs  as  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  Redeemer's  kino*- 

o 

dom.  Do  you  then  fet  an  example  to  all  believers 
in  your  zeal  for  this  important  caufe.  Be  fervent 
and  adivein  the  difeharge  of  ail  the  duties  of  the 
miniftry ;  and  abound  in  all  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit* 
that  others  may  be  led  to  a  like  diligence  in  their 
ftations,and  to  a  like  concern  for  the  caufe  of  Zion. 

Faith ,  which  is  another  word  made  ufe  of  in  the 
text,  may  be  conlidered  either  in  its  original  na~ 
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tnre,  as  if  refpeds  divine  truth  more  generally  con. 

td,  or  more  particularly  for  that  ad,  by  whtch 

t,^e hever  accepts  of  the  Medtator,  and  complies 

^  tne  °aers  made  him  in  the  gofpel.  Both 

I'"'  natUre  f  the  c°mmand  here  given,  and  the 
eonnexian  lead  us  to  confider  it  nr  this  place,  a! 

ro^rY  l°  p“e  ot  £hefe  v‘ewsj  as  including, 

unlinn  cW  ™> dWi°f> ChC  dlYine  exiftence  and 
.  ' '  po  acLon,  but  an  unihaken  confidence 

m  the  truth  of  the  dodrines,  promifes  and  threat¬ 
ening*  of  di  vine  revelation.  In  this  general  fenfe, 

holed  f  I 7’  th*tfaith  h  thefuhMce  of  things 
L  fed  for,  and  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen.  It 

gives  men  a  prefont  fubfiftence  to  the  mind  of  the 
Chmuan  of  all  future  blcffings,  as  imparts  the 
fame  contortions  m  kind,  as  will  flow  from  the 
aauaJ  pofleffion  of  that  good  which  is  the  objed 
ot  his  hopes.  And  it  communicates  to  him  fuch 
a  convincing  evidence  of  the  truth  of  things  invifi- 
le  to  the  bodily  eyes,  that  they  have  the  influence 
o  undouoted  realities.  By  this  faith,  the  ancient 
wonmes,  mentioned  in  the  chapter  before  alluded 
to,  were  led  to  a  holy  indifferency.  towards  earth¬ 
ly  enjoyments,  and  a  chearful  acquiefcence  in  that 
ftate  of  afflidion,  and  in  thofe  uncommon  fuffer- 
nigs  to  which  a  faithful  adherence  to  the  caufe  of 
true  religion  expofed  them.  They  confidered 
this  world  as  not  their  home;  declared  themfelvcs 
but  pilgrims  and  fojourners  in  it ;  and  efteemed 
the  reproach  oi  Chrift,  greater  riches  than  the  trea- 
fures  of  the  whole  earth.  Such  an  unihaken  con. 


LEWIS.  i7 

fsdence  in  the  truths  of  divine  revelation ;  fuch  axi 
entire  dependance  on  the  promifes  made  in  the 
gofpel,  muft  be  mod  ornamental  to  the  mini  tiers 
of  religion,  and  the  influence  of  fuch  an  example 
moil  faiutary  to  the  fpiritual  intereff  of  mankind. 
And  fuch,  we  cannot  but  fuppofe,  is  enjoined  in 
that  claufe  of  the  text,  now  under  confideration. 

The  laft  branch  of  an  exemplary  conduct,  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  text,  is  purity ,  which  includes  the 

ftridteft  chaftity,  together  with  univerfal  holinefs 
both  in  heart  and  life.  Be  thou  an  example  of  the 

helievers,  in  word ,  in  converfation ,  in  charity ,  in  Jpirit * 
in  faith,  in  purity. 

i  he  feveral  particulars  Which  have  now  beert 
briefly  remarked  upon,  include  all  the  divine* 
chriflian,  human,  and  focial  virtues.  And  it  is 
farther  to  be  obierved,  that  in  order  that  minifters 
may  become  examples  in  t’nefe  virtues,  it  is  not 
only  necdTary  that  they  practice  them  in  foitie  de¬ 
gree,  fo  as  to  fecure  themfelves  from  the  re¬ 
proach  of  immorality ;  but  they  muft  be  fo  emi¬ 
nent  in  them,  as  that  it  may  be  eafy  for  beholders 
to  notice  their  piety.  They  are  commanded  to 
be  copies  of  a  good  converfation.  And  as  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  copy  will  exceed  the  imitation;  fo 
the  necelfity  of  minifters  becoming  pre-eminent 
in  every  Chriflian  virtue,  is  here  fully  expreffed. 

Cut  we  now  proceed  to  fhew  the  great  impor¬ 
tance  of  fuch  a  conduct  in  the  minifters  of  the 
gofpel,  as  is  fully  agreeable  to  the  true  import  of 
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our  text.  This  we  hope  will  appear  from  the  fol-* 
lowing  confiderations. 

In  the  firfl  place,  it  is  the  command  of  him  whofe 
minifters  they  are.  The  precept  of  the  text  is. 
Be  thou  an  example  of  the  believers .  A  command 
of  the  fame  import  the  apoftle  repeats  to  Titus, 
In  all  things  Jhewwg  thy  f  elf  a  pattern  of  good  works . 
And  in  the  chapter  before  that  which  contains 
our  text,  A  bifhop  mufl  be  blamelefs ,  vigilant ,  fobery  of 
good  behavior ,  given  to  hofpiiality — And  of  good  report 
among  them  which  are  wnkouty  left  he  fall  into  re¬ 
proach ,  and  the  fnare  of  the  devil .  The  fame  virtues 
arc  again  required  of  minifters  in  the  lft  chapter 
of  the  epiftle  to  Titus. 

If  then  the  command  of  Chrift  requires  them  to 
be  blamelefs,  and  efpecially  if  it  demands  of  them 
the  maintenance  of  an  unblemifhed  reputation  a- 
mong  thofe  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Chriftian 
church,  doubtlefs-  it  binds  them  to  be  exemplary 
in  every  virtue;  fince  this  is  the  only  way  to  fupport 
a  good  character,  both  with  thofe  who  are  w'ithout, 
and  thofe  within.  All  that  is  implied  in  an  ex¬ 
emplary  conduft,  is  explicitly  demanded  of  them 
on  the  moft  awful  penalties ;  fo  that  they  cannot 
neglect  it  without  the  grofleft  difhonor  to  their 
matter,  and  the  utmoft  danger  to  themieives. 

Moreover,  the  exemplary  conduitt  of  which  we 
are  fpeaking,  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  a  minifter, 
in  order  to  his  maintaining  a  confijlency  of  char  after. 
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Minifters  are  the  ambaftadors  of  Chrift,  fent  by 
him  to  their  fellow-men  to  make  known  the  gof¬ 
pel,  to  explain  its  doctrines,  and  enforce  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  it,  by  a  proper  prefentation  of  all  its 
arguments  and  motives.  Now  then  we  are  ambaf- 
fadors  for  Chrift,  as  though  God  did  bejeech  you  by  us, 
we  fray  you  in  Chrift' s  fie  ad,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God . 
They  are  the  ftewards  of  ChrifPs  family,  to  dif- 
penfe,  agreeably  to  his  directions,  the  rich  trealures 
of  his  word  and  ordinances.  Let  a  man  Jo  account 
of  us  as  of  the  minifters  of  Chrift ,  and  ftewards  of  the 
rnyfteries  of  God.  Their  bufinefs  is  to  inftruCt 
their  fellow- men  in  the  knowledge  of  divine  truth, 
and  to  urge  on  them  the  obligations  they  are  un¬ 
der,  not  only  to  repent  and  believe  the  gofpel,  but 
to  praCtife  all  the  different  branches  of  godiinefs 
and  humanity.  To  inftruS ,  reprove ,  rebuke ,  with  all 
long-fujfering  and  do&rine .  In  a  word,  they  are  the 
public  guardians  of  religion,  fet  for  the  defence  of 
the  gofpel,  and  under  every  facred  bond  to  employ 
their  utmoft  abilities,  for  the  promotion  of  evan¬ 
gelical  piety.  In  fuch  an  important  character, 
they  are  called  to  act,  and  fhould  they  fail  of  be¬ 
coming  living  examples  of  that  religion  which 
they  teach  to  others,  the  inconfiftency  of  their  con¬ 
duct,  with  their  profeffion,  would  ftrike  the  mind 
of  every  beholder.  And  the  keen  reproach  with 
which  St.  Paul  filences  the  Jews,  would  juftly  ap¬ 
ply  in  this  cafe,  and  might  be  reafonably  expected 
from  every  mouth.  Thou,  therefore,  which  teacheft 
another,  teacheft  thou  not  ihyfelf?  Thou  that  preach  eft 
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*  ;7^;*  J**tt  ML  doft  thou  Jeal?  Thou  that  fay  eft 
a  manjball  n°t  commit  adultery ,  doji  thou  commit  adul¬ 
tery^?  Thou  that  abhor  eft  idols ,  doft  thou  commit facri- 
lege  ?  Thou  that  makeft  thy  boaft  of  the  law ,  through 
breaking  the  law,  difhonoreft  thou  God  ? 

Theinconfiftency  ofcharadler  in  an  unexemplary 
minifter,  is  too  obvious  to  be  concealed  from  the 
weaken  eye,  and  too  ftiameful  not  to  procure  him 
general  contempt.  Surely,  if  the  obligations  of 
religion  are  binding  on  any  man,  it  mu  ft  be  on  its 
public  teachers.  *1  hey  are  under,  not  only  all  the 
common  bonds  of  duty,  by  which  others  are 
bound,  but  tne  ’additional  ones  which  anfe  from 
the  facred  nature  of  their  office.  Iftheyffiould 
negledfc  the  outies  incumbent  on  them,  or  pradiice 
the  oppofite  vices,  the  penetrating  eye  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  will  quickly  difeern  it,  and  reproach  their  in- 
conftftency.  There  is  no  way  for  an  unexemplary 
minifter  to  fupport  a  conftftency  of  charadler. 
His  life  daily  belies  his  profeffion,  and  contradidls 
his  inftrudlion.  An  exemplary  life  only  can  fave 
him  from  this  abfurdity.  And  the  more  eminent 
he  is  in  this,  the  more  ornamental  and  diftinguifh- 
ing  w  ill  be  the  difplay  of  his  felf~confiftency. 

i 

But  we  proceed  farther  to  obferve,  that  an  ex¬ 
emplary  condudl,  in  minifters,  is  neceffary  to  the 

credit  of  religion. 

The  public  reputation  of  any  caufe,  either  civil 
ox  religious,  depends  very  much  on  the  condudl  of 


its  principal  abettors.  If  they  maintain  a  dignity 
of  character,  worthy  of  the  profefTed  importance 
of  the  caufe  they  are  defending,  they  may  ration¬ 
ally  expecft  both  to  procure  refpecd  to  themfclves, 
and  to  add  credit  to  their  caufe.  But  if  they  con¬ 
descend  to  an  oppofite  conduct,  they  will  affured- 
3y  bring  dilhonor  on  themfelves,  and  on  the  caufe 
in  which  they  profefs  to  be  engaged. 

Thefe  obfervations  apply  particularly  to  the 
fa bj eel  now  before  us.  Minifters  are  the  profefTed 
fupporters  of  Chriftianity ;  they  have  entered  on 
this  fervice  as  volunteers,  and  are  confidered  as  its 
principal  defenders.  And  if  the  honor  of  every 
caufe  depends  on  the  condudl  of  its  leaders,  the 
honor  of  Chriftianity,  in  the  view  of  the  world  at 
large,  muft  be  intimately  connected  with  that  of 
its  minifters.  If  they  fupport  an  amiable  charac¬ 
ter,  and  walk  before  their  flocks  in  every  thing 
that  is  lovely,  pure,  and  of  good  report,  they  will 
not  fail  of  adorning  their  religion  in  the  view  of 
mankind.  Although  men  are  by  nature  d italic cl- 
ed  to  the  gofpel,  yet  they  will  view  it  with  a  fort 
of  reverence  and  admiration,  when  they  fee  its 
teachers,  adding  to  their  important  inftruclions,  a 
life  of  ftridt  conformity  to  thofe  divine  precepts, 
which  they  explain  and  inculcate  on  others.  This 
is  the  only  way  by  which  minifters  can  comply 
with  that  command  of  our  Lord — Let  your  light  fo 
Jhine  before  men ,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works ,  and 
glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 
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And  if  an  exemplary  condud  in  minifters  is  fo 
honorable  to  religion,  and  tends  fo  much  to  pro¬ 
mote  its  reputation,  we  way  allure  ourfelves,  an 
oppofite  conduct  mu  ft  be  equally  reproachful.  It 
is  impoffible  for  the  teachers  of  religion  to  negledt 
their  own  perfonal  piety,  without  expoling  them- 
felves  to  contempt.  And  impoffible  thus  to  ex- 
pofe  themfelves,  without  wounding  religion.  This 
obfervation  is  not  founded  on  bare  probability; 
the  fcripture  furnifhes  us  with  an  inftance,  that 
proves  it  an  undoubted  fad.  When  the  fons  of 
Eli  abandoned  themfelves  to  vice,  their  impious 
condud  led  the  people  of  Ifrael  to  abhor  the  offer¬ 
ings  of  the  Lord.  This  is  mentioned  by  the  in- 
fpired  hiftorian,  as  a  peculiar  aggravation  of  their 
guilt.  And  the  experience  of  every  age  can  tefti- 
fy,  that  the  difhonor  of  religion  has  been  the  un¬ 
failing  confequence  of  a  negled  of  piety  by  its  mb 
nifters. 

But  we  pafs  on  to  obferve,  that  a  life  of  conform¬ 
ity  to  the  precept  ot  our  text,  is  neceffary  in  mi¬ 
nifters,  in  order  to  the  JucceJs  of  their  labors. 

It  is  readily  granted,  that  the  efficient  caufe  of 
a  fuccefsful  miniftry,  is  the  fpirit  of  God  operat¬ 
ing  on  the  hearts  and  conferences  of  men.  And 
that  without  thefe  influences,  the  mod  able  and 
faithful  minifter  may  labor  in  vain,  and  fpend  his 
ffrength  for  nought.  A  Paul  may  plant,  and  an 
A  polios  water,  but  it  is  God  alone  who  can  give 
the  increafe.  But  ftill  in  perfed  confiflency  with 
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all  this,  fidelity  in  minifters,  as  a  mean,  has  its  in¬ 
fluence.  And  the  more  learned,  pious  and  labo¬ 
rious  minifters  are,  the  greater  is  the  probability 
of  their  fuccefs.  For  although  the  Holy  Ghoft  is 
as  truly  the  author  of  the  application  of  falvation 
to  the  fouls  of  men,  as  Chnft  is  of  the  purchafe* 
yet  means  are  neverthelefs  made  ufe  of  in  accom- 
plifhing  this  great  work.  The  truth  feelingly  inru 
preffed  on  the  confidences  of  finners,  convidls  them 
of  their  guilt.  In  a  view  of  the  great  evil  of  fin, 
they  are  led  to  repentance;  and  from  a  difcovery 
of  the  infinite  excellency  and  all-fufficiency  of  the 
Mediator,  arifes  the  grace  of  true  faith.  Every 
Chriftian  virtue  is  exercifed  in  a  view  of  fome  di¬ 
vine  truth.  And  minifters  are  made  ufe  of  as  the 
inftruments  of  prefenting  thefe  truths  to  the  minds 
of  their  hearers.  Sinners  are  convinced  and  con¬ 
verted,  and  true  Cbriftians  edified  and  quickened 
by  a  preached  gofpel.  And  if  fo,  the  more  clearly 
and  plainly  minifters  declare  the  truth,  the  more 
clofely  they  apply  it  to  the  confidence,  and  the 
more  laborious  and  faithful  they  are  in  every  part 
of  their  duty,  the  greater  is  the  probability  of  their 
proving  fuccefsful. 

Furthermore,  if  any  exertions  of  a  minifter  can 

increafe  the  probability  of  his  fuccefs,  a  holy  life 

• 

muft  certainly  have  its  influence;  for  no  motive 
is  better  calculated  to  ftrike  and  engage  the  mind 
of  every  beholder.  It  is  a  leffon  of  inftrudlion 
which  the  weakeft:  can  underftand,  and  the  mod 
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ignorant  feel.  It  is  the  language  of  actions  which 
needs  no  explanation.  A  method  by  which  a  mb 
nrfter  may  preach  every  day;  and  through  means 
ox  a  inch,  he  may  explain  toh;s  people  the  true 
import  of  every  other  fermon.  In  the  exemplary 
conduct  of  a  good  minifter,  evangelical  piety  ap¬ 
pears  in  real  hie,  adorned  with  all  the  force  which 
living  example  can  give;  whereas  the  belt  fermons 
are  apt  to  be  viewed  as  defcriptions  of  mere  ab- 
lilacs,  virtues,  which  too  many  hearers  take  the  li¬ 
berty  of  fuppofing  have  no  real  exiftence.  But 
when  thefe  fermons  are  accompanied  with  a  cor- 
reiponding  life;  when  the  preacher  copies  his  own 
preaching,  anti  exiiibits  a  pattern  to  his  flock  of 
all  thole  graces  and  virtues,  which  he  inculcates 
on  tnem,  etery  opjection  to  a  life  of  ffridt  religion 
muft  be  filenced,  and  every  motive  to  holy  living 
fet  in  a  mod  advantageous  point  of  light.  And  in 
that  cafe,  every  thing  is  done  to  increafe  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  fuccefs,  that  the  moft  benevolent  exer¬ 
tions  can  effect.  Such  faithfulneis  in  preaching 
and  living,  the  gofpel,  we  believe,  is  ever  attended 
with  a  greater  or  lei's  degree  of  fuccefs,  according 
to  the  fovereign  pleafure  of  him,  who  only  can  fe- 
cure  the  increafe  of  what  his  minifters  have  plant¬ 
ed,  and  watered  with  painful  labors. 

On  the  other  hand,  vrhere  an  exemplary  life  is 
wanting,  and  the  duties  of  religion  neglected  by  its 
public  teachers,  every  profpedt  of  a  fuccefsful  mi- 
mfhy  at  once  difappears.  Although  an  irreligi— 
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(pus  minifter  fhould  be  poftefTed  of  the  mo  ft  fplen- 
did  abilities — though  he  fhould  be  mafter  of  the 
moft  commanding  eloquence,  and  tho*  he  fhould 
preach  the  truth,  yet,  unlefs  a  miracle  of  divine 
grace  prevented,  the  contagion  of  his  ill  example 
would  prove  a  Wronger  fupport  to  indifferency,and 
irrehgion,  than  all  his  powers  to  perfuafion  could 
be  to  the  caufe  of  true  piety.  A  finful  world  will 
much  fooner  imitate  his  life,  than  pay  a  proper  at¬ 
tention  to  his  inftrudion*  The  inconfiftency  be¬ 
tween  his  life  and  preaching  will  grieve  the  pious, 
harden  the  fecure,  eftablifti  the  infidel  in  his  infi¬ 
delity,  and  fill  the  minds  of  finners  in  general 
with  prejudice  againft  the  truth.  In  fuch  a  fixa¬ 
tion,  what  can  be  expeded,  but  a  fwift  declenfiou 
of  true  religion? 

Thefe  obfervations  may  be  farther  confirmed  by 
an  appeal  to  fads.  Religion  has  ever  been  at  its 
lowed  ebb,  when  ignorance  and  vice  have  been  the 
prevailing  charader  of  the  clergy.  If  we  refled, 
we  (hall  find  that  this  was  the  cafe  with  the  Jewifh 
church.  When  the  priefts  faid  not,  where  is  the 
Lord?  When  they  that  handled  the  law  knew  not 
God.  When  the  pallors  tranfgrefied  againft  him, 
and  the  prophets  prophefied  by  Baal— -then  it  was 
that  God  delivered  by  his  prophet  that  ftriking 
teftimony  of  their  apoftacy .  Be  aftonifhed  Oye  beav - 
tens  at  this ,  and  be  horribly  afraid!  be  ye  very  defolate , 
faith  the  Lord .  For  my  people  have  committed  tzvo 
evils ;  they  have  forfaken  me ,  the  fountain  of  living 
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waters,  and  hewed  them  out  cifierns,  broken  cifierns , 

that  can  hold  no  water  ! 

\  1  ' 

Preciiely  the  fame  evils  have  accompanied  each 
other  in  the  Chriihan  church.  In  the  dark  ages, 
and  efpecially  in  the  tenth,  and  feveral  following 
centuries,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  clergy  were 
not  only  ftupidly  ignorant,  but  fcandaloufly  im¬ 
moral.  They  negleded  the  duties  of  their  ftadon, 
and  became  the  ringleaders  of  almoft  every  vice. 
The  confequence  was,  the  Chriftian  religion  was 
in  a  manner  loft.  Low  fuperftition,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  pompous  fhow  of  unmeaning  and 
infignificant  ceremonies,  took  the  place  of  that 
limple  and  unadorned  worfhip,  prefcribed  in  the 
New  Teftament.  At  the  lame  time,  vice  and  ig¬ 
norance,  in  their  mo  ft  alarming  forms,  prevailed 
amongft  all  ranks,  and  triumphed  over  fallen  piety. 
And  in  every  age,  in  proportion  as  the  clergy  have 
themfelves  negleded  pradical  religion,  iniquity 
has  abounded,  and  the  love  of  many  waxed  cold. 

X 

From  the  foregoing  obfervations,  the  import¬ 
ance  of  exemplary  lives  in  the  minifters  of  the 
gofpel  fufficiently  appears.  It  is  evident  from  its 
being  the  exprefs  command  of  their  divine  m af¬ 
ter — from  its  abfolute  necefiity  to  confiftency  of 
character — to  the  credit  of  religion — to  the  fuccefs 
of  their  labors,  and  from  the  fatal  effedts,  which 
an  opposite  condudt  never  fails  to  produce.  Each 
of  thefe  confederations,  feparately  viewed,  are  of 
great  weight,  and,  unitedly,  they  fet  before  us  the 
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flrongeft  obligations,  and  mofl  forcible  motives  to 
theconftant  exercife  of  that  piety  enjoined  in  our 
text. 

We  are  here  then  naturally  led  to  infer  the  great- 
importance  of  the  minifterial  character. 

i  •  -  ' 

If  gofpel-minifters  are  the  ambaffadors  of  Chrift 
—-if  they  are  fub-paftors  under  him  the  chief  (hep- 
herd — and  if  the  honor  of  religion,  and  the  fuccefs 
of  the  gofpel  among  men,  depend  fo  much  on  their 
fidelity,  the  great  importance  of  the  office  they 
fuffain  follows  as  a  neceffary  confequence.  And 
it  becomes  every  one,  who  has  taken  upon  him 
this  character,  to  realize,  that  he  acfts  in  an  office, 
in  which  the  everlafting  interefts  of  beings  bound 
for  immortality  are  deeply  concerned.  In  as  much 
as  I  am  an  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles ,  fays  Saint  Paul,  I 
magnify  my  office .  A  high  fenfe  of  the  importance 
of  our  character,  as  gofpel-minifters,  is  really  ne- 
ceffary  to  fidelity  in  the  difcharge  of  our  duty.— 
Without  it  we  fhall  be  in  danger  of  relaxing  into 
carelefthefs  and  inattention;  for  a  low  opinion  of 
our  office  muff  naturally  leffen  our  views  of  the 
importance  of  its  duties ;  and  the  more  inconfider-  ‘ 
able  we  view  any  duty,  the  lefs  attention  we  fhall 
certainly  pay  to  it.  Nor  can  I  believe,  that  a  high ' 
fenfe  of  the  importance  of  our  office-charadlers  has 
any  tendency  to  excite  that  pride  which  is  fo  un¬ 
becoming  the  minifters  of  the  lowly  jefus.  On 
the  contrary  it  will  infpire  humility,  as  it  will  dic¬ 
tate  a  proper  fenfe  of  our  obligations,  and  of  the 
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number,  nature  and  great  folemnity  of  the  duties 
incumbent  on  us. 

Again,  from  the  foregoing  remarks,  we  may  in¬ 
fer  the  neceffity  of  the  ftri&eft  fidelity,  in  the  in- 
tmduthon  of  candidates  into  the  gofpel  mm iftry. 

If  the  office  we  are  fpeaking  of  is  of  fuch  great 
importance — iffo  much,  under  God,  depends  on  the 
abilities  and  faithfulnefs  of  minifters,  furely  the 
utmoft  vigilancy  ought  to  be  ufed,  to  guard  this 
facred  employment  from  the  approach  of  the  ig- 
porant  and  irreligious.  One  who  is  unfit  for  the 
miniftry,  either  through  want  of  proper  informa¬ 
tion,  or  a  religious  deportment,  will  be  likely  to 
go  more  injury  to  the  caufe  of  Chriftianity  in  ge¬ 
neral,  ana  to  the  churches  in  our  communion  in 
particular,  than  numbers  of  the  mo  ft  deferving 
ana  faithful  can  do  good.  And  as  minifters  are 
fet  to  guard  the  door  of  entrance  on  this  office- — as 
they  are  commanded  to  commit  this  truft  to  faith¬ 
ful  men,  and  to  lay  hands  fuddenly  on  no  man,  too 
much  attention  to  the  abilities,  fentiments,  and  re¬ 
ligious  character  of  thofe  we  induct  into  the  ml- 
niftry  can  not  be  given. 

Finally,  we  fee  in  the  foregoing  obfervations, 
that  the  minifters  of  Chrift  are  laid  under  moft 
folemn  obligations  to  maintain  a  life  of  drift  reli¬ 
gion.  1  hey  are  bound  by  the  commands  of  their 
maftcr,  not  only  to  take  heed  to  their  doctrines— 
to  preach  the  pure  gofpel— to  fhun  every  error ^ 
and  rightly  to  divide  the  word  of  truth  •  but  when 
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they  have  done  all  this,  to  enforce  it  by  holy  liv¬ 
ing. 

Suffer  me  then,  my  fathers  and  brethren,  to  call 
up  your  attention  to  this  all-important  part  of 
duty.  And  the  more  fo,  as  we  live  in  a  day  when 
ftriking  examples  of  piety  feem  peculiarly  necel- 
fary  to  Item  the  opposing  current  of  vice  and  im¬ 
morality.  When  wickednefs  is  boafting  of  her 
conquefts,  and  religion  is  pufhed  out  of  company 
by  a  train  of  fafhionahle  vices  ;  if  we  fbould  give 
way,  or  like  the  wife  virgins  in  the  parable,  ileep 
with  the  foolifh;  fhould  we  not  have  reafon  to 
tremble  for  the  fafety  of  the  ark;  and  to  exped 
that  the  torrent  of  vice,  already  defcending-on  us, 
will  yet  in  a  more  awful  manner,  overfpread  our 
land  ?  Senfible,  as  I  truft  we  are,  of  the  impor-* 
tance  of  the  conteft,  let  us  make  a  vigorous  hand; 
and  by  ihining  examples  of  piety,  as  well  as  fea- 
fonable  alarms  from  the  defk,  let  us  attack  the 
vices  of  the  age,  and  fhame  them  cut  of  countenance. 
Some  of  the  principal  motives  to  all  this,  though 
well  known,  and  I  doubt  not  realized,  may  yet  be 
mentioned  with  propriety.  The  honor  of  God, 
the  intereft  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  the  fal- 
vat  ion  of  immortal  fouls,  together  with  the  prefent 
comfort  and  future  eternal  felicity  of  ourfelvcs,  all 
confpire  to  prefs  on  us  a  life  of  the  mo  ft  exempla¬ 
ry  piety.  And  if  any  motives  can  affed  us,  cer¬ 
tainly  tliefe  muft  fire  us  with  holy  zeal,  and  arm 
us  with  Chriftian  fortitude,  to  run  the  delightful 
road  of  God  ’s  commands. 


May  that  all  gracious  mafter  whom  we  ferves 
and  whofe  grace  exceeds  our  higheft  thoughts] 
grant  us  thofe  aids  of  his  fpirit  which  are  neceffa- 
iy  to  enable  us  to  ihine  as  lights  in  the  world* 
May  he  profper  our  labors,  and  fucceed  our  exam¬ 
ples,  for  the  converfion  of  finners,  and  the  edifica¬ 
tion  of  faints.  And  when  he  has  done  ferving 
himfeh  of  us  here;  when  he  has  made  us  the  hap¬ 
py  mirruments  oi  great  good  to  his  Zion,  may  we 
have  his  prefence  in  the  hour  of  death,  and  from 
the  tefiimony  of  a  well-informed  confidence,  be 
able  to  adopt  that  moft  confolatory  triumph  of  St* 
Paul.  /  have  fought  a  good  fight ,  I  have  finijhed  my 
cmrfe ,  I  have  kept  the  faith ;  henceforth  there  is  laid 
up  for  me  a  crown  of  right  eoufnefs,  which  the  Lord ,  the 
righteous  judge,  fhall  give  me  at  that  day ;  and  not  to 
me  only ,  but  to  all  them  that  love  his  appearing. 
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But  the  wifdom  that  is  from  above  is  firft  pure ,  then 


peaceable ,  gentle ,  and  eafy  to  be  entreated,  full  of 
mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  with¬ 
out  hypocrify. 


HE  Saviour  of  the  world,  in  the  dawning  of 


A  the  gofpel,  predicted,  that  there  ffoould  arife 
falfe  Chrifis  and  jalfe  prophets,  and  Jhew  great  figns 
and  wonders ,  infomuch  that,  if  it  were  pqjfible ,  they 
fJoould  deceive  the  very  elett.  That  men  Ihould  cry, 
fome,  Lo,  here  is  Cbrifi  !  and  others,  Lo,  there !  This 
prophecy,  for  the  confirmation  of  the  truth  of 
Chriftianity,  has  been  fulfilled  in  every  period  of 
the  Chnftian  era.  But  perhaps,  in  no  feafon,  and 
in  no  part  of  the  globe,  hath  it  received  ftronger 
illufiration,  than  it  doth  in  the  prefent  time  in 
this  weftcrn  world.  Has  there  been  an  age  in 


which  greater  numbers  of  feels  and  parties,  and 
Variations  of  parties,  have  exifted  than  the  p refen t? 
Yet,  if  there  be  any  in  this  affembly  in  thefe  deful- 
tory  days  of  levity,  wandering,  reparation  and  un- 
ueadineis,  who  are  lincereiy  feeking  religion,  and 
defiring  to  know  wherein  it  confifts,  or  what  it  is, 
nere  is  an  infallible  defeription  of  it,  given  by  the 
im  pi  red  apollie  James.  A  man  who  had  fweet 
experience  of  its  power,  and  a  certain  undemand¬ 
ing  of  its  happy  effe&s.  The  apollle  in  this  chap¬ 
ter,  in  order  more  ftrongly  to  fnew  wherein  true 
religion  lies,  points  out  many  deviations  from  it 
in  its  profeffors ;  and  at  length,  more  fully  and 
clearly  to  characterize  it,  he  introduces  two  forts 
of  wildcm ;  a  wifdom  which  defeendith  not  from  abovei 
and  a  wifdom  that  is  from  above . 


The  former  wifdom  which  is  from  beneath,  he 
thus  delineates.  It  is  earthly ,  fenfual  and  devilijh , 
This,  with  propriety  *  may  be  fly  led  carnal  wifdom 3 
ora  delufive  teligiony  which  like  the  hypocrite's  hope, 
will  fail  its  pofleflb'r,  when  God  takes  away  his  foul* 


This  wifdom  is  defended  m  its  origin  and  fruits 

O 


Its  fource  is  negative 


ly  intimated 


It  defeendeth 


not  from  above ,  that  is,  from  heaven,  or  from  God; 
therefore*  the  fountain  of  it  mult  be  in  earth*  or 
hell*  or  both.  Its  delineation  fully  declares  this* 


when  it  is  affirmed  to  be  earthly  and  devilijh .  It  is 
carnal*  worldly*  covetous,  hoarding.  Whatever  garb 
it  may  put  on;  it  fecretly  hates  noblenefs,  genera¬ 
lity*  charity  and  kindnelsV  It  if  fenfual **  propenfe 
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to  all  flefhly  gratifications,  to  intemperance,  floth- 
fulnefs,  and  uncleannefs,  as  far  as  thefe  fenfual  in¬ 
dulgences  may  not  be  checked  or  prohibited  by 
the  fuperior  influence  of  meannefs  arid  avarice. 
It  is  devilijh ,  malicious,  cunning,  crafty  and  deceit¬ 
ful.  This  is  the  nature  of  that  wifdom  or  religion 
which  is  from  beneath.  What  other  dreams  cart 
be  fuppofed  to  flow  from  fuch  a  fource,  than  thofe 
St.  James  mentions,  to  wit,  bitter  envyings,  drife, 
boafting  and  falfhood  ?  Envyings,  with  ftri&jud- 
nefs,  are  termed  bitter,  becaufe  they  are  fo  in  their 
operation  and  confequences.  Envy,  what  a  bit¬ 
ter  corroding  paffion  !  Solomon  of  old,  pronounc¬ 
ed  it,  the  rottennefs  of  the  bones  !  It  is  like  fcaled 
bones  making  their  way  through  ulcerated  flefti. 
Envy  fometimes  gives  uneafinefs  to  its  objedt,  but 
always  torments  the  bread:  in  which  it  is  harbored. 
What  ftage  in  life  is  free  from  this  unhappy  tem¬ 
per?  The  great  envy  the  greater;  the  middlingrank 
thofe  before  it ;  the  poor,  the  rich,  the  foolifh,  the 
wife;  and  the  lowed  clafs  of  the  human  fpecies 
has  a  thoufand  objeids,  againd  which  their  feeble 
envy  is  diredted,  and  from  which  it  rebounds  to 
invigorate  their  mifery. 

Strife,  is  the  next  fruit  of  this  carnal  religion, 
and  it  receives  in  all  its  exertions,  drong  rein¬ 
forcements  from  envy.  IVhcreJ'rife  is,  there  is  con- 
fufion  and  every  evil  work.  He  loveth  tranfgreffion 
that  loveth  ftrife.  It  is  aided  by  pride,  and  their 
combination  often  create  a  world  of  mifchief, 
Vol.  III.  D 
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Who  can  enumerate  the  evils  which  ftrife  intro¬ 
duces  into  families,  neighborhoods,  congregations, 
towns,  and  even  nations  ?  Alienation  of  affedions, 
reproaches,  Hander,  wars  and  bloodfhed,  generally 
take  their  origin  from  ftrife  and  envy. 

Bcafting  is  another  e freed  of  this  inferior  wif- 
dom.  ' Glory  noty  faith  our  apoftle.  He  well  knew 
how  congenial  boafling  or  glorying  is  to  our  nature, 
from  whence  it  fprings;  and  it  is  of  the  higheft  im¬ 
portance  to  be  guarded  again  ft  it.  Of  all  kinds  of 
boafting,  there  is  none  produces  a  more  ioathfome 
odium  than  a  perfon’s  boafting  of  his  religion. 

The  apoftle  mentions  falfehood  as  a  further  fruit 
of  this  unhappy  earthly  and  fcnfual  religion.  Lie 
not  againfi  the  truth.  Lying  is  a  bafe  vice,  but  nev¬ 
er  more  fo,  than  when  it  falls  from  the  lips  of  high 
profelfors,  or  is  accompanied  with  the  appearances 
of  great  fandity. 

Having  thus  defcribed  the  religion  that  is  from 
beneath,  the  infpired  penman  proceeds  to  dired 
our  attention  to  another  fort  of  wifdom  in  the 
words  of  our  text.  But  the  wifdom  that  is  from 
above  is  fir  ft  pure  y  then peaceable ,  gentle ,  and  eafy  to  be 
entreated ,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruit  sy  without  par¬ 
tiality  >  and  without  kypocrify . 

The  term  wifdom,  in  fcripture,  is  frequently 
n fed  to  exprefs  precifely  the  fame  thing  that  we 
mean  by  religion.  This  is  generally  the  ufe  of  it 
in  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon,  and  in  his  other  writ— 
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ings.  The  pfalmift  employs  it  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  when  he  fays,  So  teach  us  to  number  our  days > 
that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wifdom ;  that  we 
may  devote  ourfelves  to  the  ftudy  and  practice  ot 
true  religion. — This  is  the  evident  fenfe  of  it  in 
this  chapter,  and  efpecially  in  this  verfe  before  us. 
The  reafon,  perhaps,  why  the  infpired  writers 
chofe  fo  often  to  exprefs  religion  by  the  word  wii- 
dom  was,  becaufe  real  religion  or  piety  confiils 
greatly  in  knowledge,  diferetion,  and  prudence, 
which  are  the  eminent  conftituents  of  what  we 
commonly  call  wifdom.  Knowledge  is  fo  efien- 
tial  a  part  of  religion,  that  it  is  faid,  They  who  know 
God  are  bom  of  him,-  and,  Thofs  who  know  Jefus 
Chrifi  have  life  eternal.  Mere  knowledge  is  not  fuf- 
ncient  ofitfelf  to  conftiiute,  wifdom  without  pru¬ 
dence  and  diferetion  alfo.  It  is  not  every  know¬ 
ing  man  that  is  a  wife  man.  It  is  not  enough  tor 
a  man  to  have  a  large  (hare  of  religious  knowledge 
in  {peculation,  but  he  mu  ft  be  able,  and  actually 
make  a  right  improvement  and  application  of  his 
knowledge,  in  order  either  to  be  truly  wife  or  good. 
A  perfon  muft  not  merely  be  acquainted  in  theory 
with  the  chara&er  of  God,  the  nature  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  the  fall  and  {inful  nefs  of  man,  the 
method  of  falvation  by  a  glorious  Redeemer,  &c. 
but  the  knowledge  of  thefe  things  muft  have  a 
fuitable  influence  upon  his  heart  and  life,  fo  that 
his  temper,  difpoiition,  and  practice  are  reduced 
to  the  obedience  of  the  gofpel.  When  his  know¬ 
ledge  is  directed  by  prudence  and  diferetion,  in 
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fuch  a  manner,  whereby  he  becomes  employed  in 
holy  exercifes  and  holy  duties,  then  may  he  be  pro¬ 
perly  denominated  wife  or  religious.  Who  is  a 
wije  man  and  endued  with  knowledge  among  you  ?  Let 
bim  jhew  out  of  a  good  converfation  his  works  with 
meeknefs  oy  wifdom.  Indeed,  none  in  a  fcriptural 
fenfe,  can  be  deemed  truly  wife  or  .knowing,  who 
have  not  acquainted  themfelves  with  God— who 
have  not  known  and  felt  their  deplorable  ftate  by 
nature  and  practice— who  have  not  cordially  ac- 
quielced  in  the  plan  of  falvation,  revealed  in  the 
gofpel,  and  devoted  themfelves  to  godly  contem¬ 
plations,  and  to  the  works  of  righteoufnefs.  All 
the  knowledge,  befides  this,  which  the  world  ftyles 
wifdom,  is  foolifhnefs  with  God. 

Having  mentioned  thefe  few  things  to  manifeft 
that  the  term  wifdom,  in  our  text,  exprefles  the 
fame  idea  with  the  phrafe  true  religion,  I  (hall  now 
proceed  to  confider  its  origin  and  fruits,  as  they 
are  here  exhibited  before  us. 

Firft,  we  are  here  taught,  that  true  religion  is 
fronq  above.  It  is  of  a  heavenly  and  divine  origi¬ 
nal;  it  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of  Lights. 
All  who  are  fandlified  are  faid  to  be  the  workman¬ 
ship  of  God,  whofe  glorious  and  principle  dwell¬ 
ing  is  in  the  heavens.  Thrift  Jefus,  the  great  au¬ 
thor  of  religion,  came  down  from  above.  The 
Holy  Ghoft,  the  comforter  and  fanclifier  of  all  that 
believe,  defeendeth  from  on  high.  The  oracles  of 
truth — the  words  of  eternal  hie — the  law  and  the 
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gofpel  are  likewife  from  the  fame  fource:  Holy 
men,  by  the  infpired  influences  of  heaven,  were 
moved  to  write  and  fpeak  thofe  things.  When 
God  is  pleafed  to  make  effectual  application  of  his 
word  or  providences  to  the  awakening  and  conven¬ 
tion  of  a  foul,  this  precious  grace  defcends  from 
above.  Thus  all  wifdom,  religion,  grace,  and 
goodnefs  are  of  a  heavenly  and  divine  original ;  and 
that,  which  is  from  any  other  fountain,  is  not 
that  religion  or  wifdom  which  will  fave  the  foul. 
Hence  it  is  faid.  The  Lord  giveth  wifdom  ;  out  of  his 
mouth  cometh  knowledge  and  underftanding.  But  this 
being  a  thing  generally  allowed,  that  all  true  reli¬ 
gion  proceeds  from  God,  or  defcends  from  above, 
I  would  not  fpend  time  in  laboring  this  point,  but 
proceed  to  comider  its  nature  and  fruits,  as  here 
defcribed. 

We  have  it  reprefented  to  our  view  in  eight 
branches  or  particulars;  a  fliining  groupe  of  con- 
ftituents.  All  the  heathen  writers  combined  could 
not  produce  fuch  a  conftellation  of  virtues.  He 
who  laborioufly  cons  their  mighty  works,  will  no 
where  find  fuch  a  collection ;  and  when  he  has 
turned  over  and  fpread  abroad  their  mountains  of 
rubbifh,  no  fuch  beautiful  gems  ftrike  his  eao-er 
fight !  Attend  to  the  divine  defcription.  It  js 
pure,  peaceable,  gentle,  eafy  to  be  entreated,  full  of 
mercy,  good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  with¬ 
out  hypocrify. 

The  firft  conftituent  or  branch  of  true  religion, 
or  that  wifdom  which  is  from  above,  is  purity.  It 
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is  firfl  purei  without  any  undue  mixture  of  maxims 
or  amis  that  would  debate  it— it  is  free  from  grofs 
iniquities  or  moral  defilements — not  allowing  ha¬ 
bitually  of  any  known  fin,  but  ftudious  of  virtue 
and  hoiinefs,  in  ail  manner  of  converfation.  The 

original  word,  which  is  here  rendered  pure ,  figni- 
fies  alfo  chafe  and  modefl ;  therefore  this  term  ex-? 

preffes  a  fweet,  modeft,  decent,  chafie,  and  pure 
deportment,  arifing  from  right  principles  and  pro¬ 
per  v  iews.  When  true  religion  is  here  character¬ 
ized  as purey  wemuft  not  from  hence  conceive  that  a 
religious  perfon  is  inftantly  made  perfect >  that  he 
feels  no  more  the  motions  of  corrupt  inclinations 
and  affections,  and  is  no  longer  guilty  of  fin,  but 
only  that  he  receives  a  pure  principle  or  bias* 
whereby  he  is  enabled  to  check  his  evil  propenfi- 
ties,  to  govern  and  reftrain  his  corruptions,  fo  that 
fin  hath  no  longer  that  dominion  over  him  which 
it  formerly  held.  This  principle,  received  in  re¬ 
generation,  tends  to  fill  the  foul  with  defires  after, 
and  will  at  kit  iffue  in,  perfection.  Some  may 
here  refer  to  the  interrogation  of  the  royal  preach¬ 
er,  faying,  Who  can  fay  my  heart  is  clean?  1  am  pure 
from  my  Jin?  It  is  a  fad  and  humiliating  truth,  there 
is  none  doth  good  perfectly,  no  not  one — there  are 
none  whofe  hearts  or  lives  are  completely  clean  or 
perfectly  free  from  fin,  yet  through  the  boundlefs 
riches  of  divine  grace,  there  are  many  who  can  re¬ 
joice  in  God,  who  giveth  them  the  victory  oyer 
their  corruptions,  and  enables  them  to  foil  their 
fpirituai  adverfaries.  As  none  ought  to  carry  their 
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opinions  of  religious  purity  to  fo  great  a  height  as 
perfection  in  this  life,  on  the  other  hand,  every  one 
may  eafily  obferve,  that  there  is  fomething  more  in¬ 
tended  hereby  than  a  bare  abftinence  from  the  out¬ 
ward  and  grofs  acts  of  criminal  ferifualiCy.  There  is 
more  meant  than  an  unimpeached  character  or  a  fair 
external  behavior  before  men.  Men  may  be,  and 
often  are  outwardly  orderly  and  regular  in  their 
carriage,  and  yet  poffefs  no  real  and  vital  piety.— 
Our  Lord  fpeaks  of  fcme  who  had  this  beautiful 
and  ornamented  conduct,  that  were  the  reverfe  of 
fincerity  and  purity.  He  reprefents  them  under 
theftrong  figure  of  whited  fepulchres ,  which  appear 
beautiful  outzvardly ,  but  within  are  full  of  dead  mens 
bones ,  and  of  all  uncle annefs .  Wherefore  they,  who 
are  the  fubjeCls  of  this  purity  which  defeendeth 
from  above,  are  firft  made  pure  in  heart.  Blejfed 
are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  J hall  fee  God s  blejfed  are 
the  undefiled  in  the  way ,  &c.  Thefe  look  upon  all 
intemperance,  injuftice,  difhonefty,  and  fenfuality 
as  forbidden  by  God,  waring  againft  the  foul,  con¬ 
demned  by  the  gofpcl  of  Chrift  Jefus,  and  (landing 
in  arrayed  oppoiition  againft  their  eternal  intereft. 
The  fear  of  God,  love  to  the  precious  Redeemer, 
a  pleafure  and  delight  in  propriety,  integrity  and 
uprightnefs,  lead  them  to  hate  evil.  A  fixed  a- 
verfion  of  the  foul  from  iniquity,  is  a  cardinal  con- 
fhtuent  of  true  purity.  The  hearts,  the  thoughts, 
and  inclinations  of  the  carelefs  and  fecure,  are  en¬ 
tirely  difpofed  to  finful  pieafures,  and  fenfual 
gratifications.  Iney  are  governed  by  pride,  am- 
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bition,  covetoufhefs,  cuftom,  inconfideration,  va¬ 
nity,  or  fome  bafe  lull  or  other.  Hearken  to  St. 
Peter's  declaration,  Their  eyes  are  full  of  adultery , 
and  they  cannot  ceafe  from  fin .  Or  {hall  we  go  far¬ 
ther  back  into  antiquity  and  retail  the  account 
found  there ;  Every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of 
their  heart  is  only  evil  continually .  But  when  true 
religion  enters  the  foul,  and  takes  poffeffion  of  it, 
another  turn  to  the  temper,  bias  and  difpofition 
is  given.  The  thoughts  and  inclinations  of  the 
heart  become  now  prevailingly  fixed  upon  God 
and  divine  things,  upon  the  honor  of  Jefus,  the 
advancement  of  his  kingdom,  and  their  own  im- 
immortal  interefts.  The  breathings  of  the  new¬ 
born  foul  are.  Lord ,  create  in  me  a  clean  heart ,  and 
make  me  of  'pure  hands .  They  are  now  full  of 
holy  purpoles,  defires,  and  wifhes.  They  long  for 
the  entire  mortification  of  the  deeds  of  the  flefh, 
to  yield  themfelves  up  foul  and  body  to  the  fervice 
of  God,  and  to  be  holy  and  pefedl  as  he  is  holy  and 
perfect.  The  heart  being  thus  initiated  into  pu¬ 
rity  by  the  incorruptable  feed  of  divine  principles 
fown  from  above,  true  religion  will  then  difplay 
itfelf  in  a  purity  of  life,  by  avoiding  thofe  things, 
which  may  difhonor  God,  wound  the  confcience, 
or  injure  the  facred  caufe  of  real  piety.  Its  vota¬ 
ries  will  avoid,  as  far  as  pofilbte,  all  loofe,  profane, 
and  vicious  company.  They  will  not  take  the 
abandoned,  and  notorioufly  wicked  for  their  cho- 
fen  companions.  They  will  hate  the  (fains  on  the 
forehead,  and  the  garments  fpotted  by  the  fieilu 
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They  will  be  governed  by  a  didate  of  common 
fenfe,  arifing  from  the  gleam  of  nature’s  light,  when 
the  fame  is  adopted  and  confirmed  fay  divine  conn- 
fel,  knowing  by  experience,  ‘That  evil  communicati~ 
on  corrupts  good  manners.  Intemperate  palfions,  in¬ 
ordinate  appetites,  they  will  diligently  guard  a- 
gainft.  Drunkennefs,  with  all  its  beaftly  train, 
they  will  carefully  fhun.  The  exhortation  of  our 
Saviour,  with  a  fweet  and  an  abiding  influence, 
refts  upon  their  minds.  Let  us  walk  honeftly  as  hr 
the  day,  not  in -rioting  and  dmnkenncjrs ,  not  tn  chamber — 
ing  and  wantonnefs.  The  impurity  of  revelling,  rk 
oting;  the  bafenefs  of  chambering,  and  wanton 
looks,  wanton  hints,  words  and  behaviour,  mult 
not  put  the  prefent  theme  of  modefly  and  chaftity 
to  the  bluih.  Every  thing  which  wears  the  afped 
of  uncleannefs,  difhonor,  difhonefty  and  unrigh- 
teoufnefs,  will  be  objeds  of  their  peculiar  detefta- 
tion.  A  ribaldry  of  converfation  will  be  the  ab¬ 
horrence  of  their  fouls;  they  will  not  indulge 
themfelves  in  filthy  communication  or  filthy 
fpeaking,  nor  will  they  patiently  bear  it  in  others. 
Railing,  whifpering,  backbiting,  reviling  and  flan- 
dering,  wound  their  pure  feelings.  They  cannot 
allow  their  own  tongues  this  unkind  and  unchrik 
tian  latitude,  and  their  fouls  are  often  pained  with 
fuch  ebullitions  from  the  mouths  of  others.  Their 
delire  is  fo  pure,  that  they  would  wifn  to  fpeak 
evil  of  none;  and  when  they  are  called  by  author¬ 
ity,  or  a  juft  occalion,  it  is  with  unealinefs  they 
undertake  the  difagreeable  talk.  Your  talking-, 
Vol.  HI.  E 


n  ' 


42  M  ACWHORTER. 

glorying,  boafting,  fault-finding  profelTors,  whcr 
deal  around  them  an  unbridled  tongue  in  ralh 
judgings,  cenfures,  obloquy,  pious  hints,  religious 
innuendos,  lamentable  reports,  and  ear-whilpered 
dirty  tales,  are  bafe  Chriftians,  and  nuifances  in 
fociety,  both  civil  and  ecclefiaftical.  They  are 
the  reverfe  of  that  modefty,  purity  and  chaftity* 
here  io  beautifully  recommended.  The  confti- 
tuent  branch,  the  effential  nature,  or  the  firft  fruit 
of  true  religion,  or  the  wildom  which  defcends 
from  above  is,  that  it  is  pure.  Wherefore,  having 
great  and  'precious  promifes,  let  us  cleanje  ourf elves  from 
all  jilthinefs  of  fiejb  and  fpirit :  Clean/e  your  hands  ye 
[inner s ,  and  purify  your  hearts  ye  double-minded * 

The  fee  on  d  line  in  this  beautiful  picture  of  true 
religion  is,  that  it  is  peaceable .  Firft  pure,  then 
peaceable.  Peace  follows  after  fpiritual  purity* 
Hands-  connected  with  it,  and  depends  upon  it, 
Thofe  w  ho  are  truly  wife,  will  endeavor  to  pre- 
ferve  peace  where  it  exifts,  reftore  it  where  it  is 
broken,  and  recover  it  where  it  is  loft.  Peace, 
how  charming,  how  entertaining,  and  captivating 
to  the  pure  mind  !  In  families,  neighborhoods  and 
focieties,  where  this  heavenly  wifdom  governs 
men,  it  renders  them  peaceable.  The  diftinguifh- 
ed  features  of  a  truly  religious  man  are,  that  he  is 
peaceable,  and  a  peace-maker;  he  loves  peace; 
peace  is  his  atmolphere ;  he  dwells  in  peace;  and 
the  benign  rays  of  peace  flow  from  him  as  beams 
from  the  fun.  Our  exalted  Mediator,  ftyled  the 
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wifdom  of  the  Father,  is  called  our  peace.  An 
honorable  branch  of  the  name  of  the  Moil  High  is, 
that  he  is  the  God  of  peace.  True  peace  is  the 
purchafe  of  Chrift  Jefus,  and  an  effect  of  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  fpirit  of  grace.  The  great  deiign  of 
heaven,  in  the  whole  fcheme  of  our  redemption, 
was  to  accomplifh  and  promote  peace ;  peace  be¬ 
tween  an  offended  God  and  offending  man ;  peace 
of  confcience;  and  peace  between  the  children  of 
men.  The  great  bleffednefs  of  the  celeftial  fcate 
is,  that  all  is  harmonious,  tranquil  and  peaceable 
there.  We  are  commanded,  as  far  as  pojfible ,  to  live 
peaceably  with  all  men .  Follow  peace  and  holinefs 
without  which  no  man  can  fee  the  Lord.  The  truly 
religious  are  not  addided  to  ftrifes  and  contenti¬ 
ons  ;  they  do  not  indulge  boifterous  paffions  and 
furious  heats ;  they  are  peaceable,  being  governed 
by  the  religion  of  peace.  They  neither  offer  wrong 
to  others,  nor  bitterly  revenge  wrong  when  offered 
to  themfelves.  They  know  it  to  be  their  wifdqm 
to  be  harmlefs  and  innocent;  when  they  are  revil¬ 
ed  not  to  revile  again ;  not  to  return  railing  for 
railing.  They  have  made  their  peace  with  God  by 
faith  in  Chrift  Jefus— They  preferve  peace  of  mind 
in  a  diligent  difcharge  of  all  Chriftian  duties ; 
and  endeavor  to  keep  a  confcience  void  of  offence. 
They  promote  peace  among  their  fellow-men ; 
maintain  it  in  their  families,  cultivate  it  in  their 
neighborhoods  5  and  the  effablifhment  of  it  in 
church  and  ftate,  affords  them  the  higheft  pleafure- 
They  are  cppofed  to  fchifms,  rents  and  divifions. 
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They  well  know  that  Cain ,  who  feparated  himfel $ 
and  went  out  from  the  prefence  of  God,  had  a 
maixi  fet  upon  him:  as  alio,  thofe  mentioned  by 
St.  Jude,  who  feparated  themfelves,  were  branded 
with  being  jenfualy  not  having  the fpirit ,  They  at¬ 
tend  to  the  commandments  of  heaven,  which  re¬ 
quire  them  to  mark  ihofe  zvba  caufe  divifions ,  The  pi¬ 
ous  are  not  only  peaceable  themfelves,  but  they  will 
be  ftriviag  to  be  peace-makers,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  partakers  of  the  bleffings,  and  interefted 
in  the  promifes  of  Chrift,  when  he  lays,  blejfed  are 
the  peace-makers >  for  they  jhall  be  called  the  children  of 
God .  From  thefe  things,  it  is  manifeft,  that  all 
are  far  from  true  wifdom,  who  love  to  live  in  dif¬ 
ferences,  and  cherifh  contentions  ;  who  prefer 
throwing  oil  into  a  flame  rather  than  vrater.  Many 
feem  as  if  they  cared  not  whether  church  or  ftate, 
or  fociety  profpered,  or  was  deftro.yed,  provided 
their  corrupt  humors  might  have  room  to  difplay 
memfelves  and  be  gratified.  But,  how  far  is  this 
temper  from  the  religion  which  is  from  above  S 

Thirdly ,  This  heavenly  wifdom  is  gentle.  The 
term  gentle  fignifies  patient,  eafy,  moderate.  It 
is  rendered  moderation— Phil.  iv.  5.  Let  your- 
moderation  be  known  to  all  men .  It  is  tranfiated  pa¬ 
tient,  1  Tim.  iii.  3.  It  difpofes  men  to  treat  others 
with  kmdnefs,  opennefs  and  candor,*  to  bear  with 
their  infirmities;  to  pafs  over  many  injuries  as  if 
unnoticed ;  to  forgive  offences;  and  to  interpret 
full  things  for  the  heft.  It  is  a  fweet,  equal  and 
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placid  fpirit.  Gentlenefs  ftands  in  oppolition  to 
harfhnefs,  feverity,  cruelty,  incivility  and  acrimony. 
To  be  gentle,  is  not  to  Hand  upon  the  extremity 
of  right,  not  to  be  pundtilioully  rigorous  in  frac¬ 
tions  of  property,  not  cenforious  in  judging,  not 
furious  in  opinion,  not  rude  or  overbearing  in  con- 
verfation.  He,  who  is  governed  by  this  gentle 
and  heavenly  religion,  will  be  fair,  calm  and  equal. 
He  will  not  kindle  into  a  flame  about  the  precife 
and  perfect  boundaries  of  righteoufnefs  with  thofe 
with  whom  he  has  dealings;  he  will  yield  in  doubt¬ 
ful  and  fmailer  matters,  and  recede  in  fome  things 
from  what  he  imagines  his  right,  for  the  fake  of 
love  and  peace.  Virtue  and  vice  Hand  ftrongly 
and  eternally  diftinguiflied  one  from  another,  yet 
the  exact  time  of  leparation  cannot  certainly  be 
determined  in  a  thoufand  inftances.  Virtue  and 
vice  in  this  refpedt  may  be  compared  to  the  colors 
of  the  rainbow,  which  are  ftrikingly  difcriminat- 
ed,  yet  to  fix  the  perfect  line  of  diftinction  between 
color  and  color,  or  mark  where  the  one  color  ends 
and  the  other  begins,  is  impoflible  to  the  keeneft 
eye,  and  the  molt  accurate  obferver.  We  are 
commanded  not  to  be  righteous  overmuch .  The  tru¬ 
ly  gentle  man  will  be  avoiding  bitter,  unneceffary 
and  rigorous  cenfures.  He  will  be  putting  the 
molt  candid,  charitable  and  favorable  conftrudtions 
upon  the  foibles  and  weakneffes  of  others  that  they 
will  poflioly  bear.  Gentlenefs,  like  charity,  hopeth 
all  things,  believeth  all  things,  and  covereth  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  failings.  Where  differences  in  fenti- 
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jnents  take  place,  he  will  not  wilfully  urge  his 
own  opinions  beyond  their  weight,  nor  wreft  his 
adverfary’s  beyond  their  intention.  He  will  care¬ 
fully  fhun,  as  far  as  poffible,  all  vain  difput- 
ings  and  wranglings.  He  will  not  fee  himfelf  as 
the  flandard  of  redtitude  and  perfection,  engrof- 
fing  all  converfation  where  he  comes,  and  decid¬ 
ing  as  a  mighty  judge  in  every  matter.  He  is  ra¬ 
ther  ready  to  let  his  moderation  and  gentlenefs  be 
known  to  all,  in  all  things  ;  patiently  and  fweetly 
snftpjdHng  them  who  oppofe  themfelves,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  with  all  tendernefs  the  weak  in  faith,  tho* 
not  to  doubtful  deputations.  Wherefore  let  us  all 
put  on  the  ornament  of  a  meek,  quiet,  patient, 
moderate  and  gentle  fpirit.  Blejfed  are  the  meekM 
for  they  fall  inherit  the  earth . 

Fourthly ,  the  wifdom  which  is  from  above  is 
eafy  to  he  entreated.  It  is  of  an  ingenuous  facility, 
and  difpofes  the  fubjeCtofit  to  be  readily  per- 
fuaded  or  prevailed  upon  to  forfake  that  which  is 
evil  and  to  follow  that  which  is  good.  It  is  true, 
there  is  an  eafmefs  and  perfuafiblenefs  which  is 
culpable  and  bafe,  but  it  is  not  a  blamabie  pliabi¬ 
lity  to  yield  ourfelves  to  the  perfuafitons  of  divine 
truth,  and  to  the  juft  deftres  and  rcafonable  requefts 
of  our  fellow- creatures.  Many  are  fo  felt- willed, 
cbftmate  and  perverfc,  that  they  will  not  relin- 
quifh  their  purpofe,  when  others  around  them  ima¬ 
gine  that  they  mu  ft,  and  do  feel  the  glaring  con¬ 
viction.  A  fool  in  his  own  conceit  is  wifer  than  /even 
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men  who  can  render  a  re  of  on.  But  all  thofe  whofe 
hearts  have  been  rendered  docile,  tradable,  and 
eafy  to  be  entreated  by  divine  grace,  are  of  a  very 

different  temper.  Although  they  are  determi¬ 
nate!}/ fixed  in  their  averfion  from  that  which  is  iin- 

luJ,  yet  they  are  eafily  entreated  to  receive  divine 
truth,  and  readily  fubmit  to  their  duty.  The  un- 
juft  judge  himfelf  was  recommended,  in  a  fort,  by 
our  Lord,  for  his  being  won  by  the  widow’s  impor¬ 
tunity.  The  religious  will  eafily  yield  to  the  en¬ 
treaties  of  others  when  better  rcafon  is  difcovered. 
Job  would  not  defpife  the  counfel  of  his  fervant — 
Mofes  was  perfuaded  by  the  advice  of  Jethro — 
and  David  was  prevailed  upon  by  the  entreaties  of 
a  woman.  Many,  after  fufficient  convidion  of 
what  is  right  is  adminiftered  to  them,  will  not 
drop  their  purpofe,  but  either  with  a  fulky  obfti- 
nacy,  or  an  outragious  fury,  adhere  to  their  after- 
tions.  But  thofe  who  are  made  wife  from  on 
high,  are  not  felt- willed,  but  eafily  entreated. 

Fifthly ,  the  wifdom  which  is  from  above  is  full 
of  mercy.  The  truly  pious  are  difpofed  to  every 
thing  that  is  kind,  benevolent,  charitable,  and. 
good;  reel  companion  for  the  miferable— -inclined 
to  relieve  thofe  that  want,  and  to  forgive  thofe 
who  offend.  Some  are  ready  to  apprehend  cle~> 
mency  adifgrace,  as  if  it  argued  men  void  of  for¬ 
titude  and  fpirit;  but  in  the  divine  judgment  it  is 
quite  the  reverie;  It  is  the  glory  of  a  man  lopafs  over 

a  tranfgrejfm!  It  is  Chriflianity  to  pardon  and  for- 
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give,  but  it  is  grofsly  wicked  to  be  malicious  and 
revengeful.  The  religious  man  will  feel  a  tender 
compaflion  for  tranfgreffbrs,  eafily  pafs  over  and 
forgive  off  ences  offered  to  him.  He  thinks  of  his 
o  wn  innumerable  trefpaffes  againft  God,  for  which 
he  hopes  for  compaflion  and  forgivenefs,  and  that 
it  would  be  enormoufly  cruel  in  him,  not  to  for¬ 
give  the  little  trefpaffes  of  his  brethren  of* man¬ 
kind.  A  Chriftian  fympathy  arifes  in  his  foul, 
when  he  beholds  objects  of  diff refs.  At  feafons 
he  enters  into  the  feelings,  pains,  and  iicknefs  of 
the  affiiffed.  He  does  not  avoid  the  chambers  of 
anguifli.  He  fubmits  to  the  force  of  this  divine 
counfel ;  To  him  that  is  afflicted  pity  Jhould  be  fhewed 
from  bis  friend .  In  a  fpecial  manner,  when  he 
perceives  any  poor  or  in  want,  he  will  not  be  over 
inquifitive  how  they  came  into  fuch  circumftances, 
but  his  foul  will  be  drawn  cut  to  deal  his  bread  to 
the  hungry,  according  to  his  ability  and  their  ne- 
ceffity.  f/Vhcfo  hath  this  world's  goods ,  and feeth  his 
brother  have  need ,  and  fhutteth  up  his  bowels  of  com - 
pa f on  from  him%  hozv  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him? 
He  who  is  wife  to  falvation  knows,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  benediction  which  Chrift  pronounced — 
Blejfed  are  the  merciful ,  for  they Jk  all  obtain  mercy  $ 
and  on.  the  other,  he  trembles  at  the  denunciation 
of  our  apoftle — They  fhall  have  judgment  without 
mercy ,  who  have  jhewed  no  mercy .  T  here  fore,  my 
brethren,  let  us  be  ail  attention  to  the  exhortation 
of  St.  Paul  to  the  Coloffians— As  the  debt  of  God', 
put  on  bowfs  of  mercy* 
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Th tfxth  conftituent  of  true  religion  is,  that  it 
is  full  of  good  fruits.  Full  'of  mercy  and  good  fruits. — < 
The  defcription  rifes  upon  us.  Religion  is  not  a 
barren  tree,  but  biings  forth  in  abundance;  and 
the  fruits  which  it  produces  are  good ;  fuch  as  pro¬ 
mote  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  higheft  interefi: 
and  happinefs  of  man.  Herein,  faith  our  Lord  to 
His  followers,  is  my  Father  glorified,  that  ye  bear  much 
fruit,  fo  fljall  ye  be  my  difciples.  By  good  fruits  are 

undoubtedly  meant  all  the  outward  duties  of  pie¬ 
ty  and  righteoufnefs  which  we  owe  to  God  and  our 
neighbor.  Thus  religion  will  always  produce  mo¬ 
rality  and  good  works.  In  vain  we  make  a  fhow 
of  religion  and  hope  for  the  bleffings  of  it  without 
good  morals.  Good  works  are  elfential  to  true 
religion  in  all  adult  perfons.  The  latter  cannot 
exifi:  without  the  former.  Let  your  light  fo  fhine  be¬ 
fore  men ,  that  others,  feeing  your  good  works,  may  be  in¬ 
duced  to  glorify  their  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  This 
is  the  great  end  of  their  renovation  or  converfion.* 

Tbey  are  the  ^orkmanfhip  of  God,  created  unto  good- 
works.  This  was  a  principal  defign  of  Chrift’s 
coming  into  the  world— of  his  humiliation  and 
paffion,  that  he fhould purify  to  himf elf  a  peculiar  peo¬ 
ple,  zealous  of  gpd  works.  Hence  it  is  abfolutely 
certain,  that  the  fubjebis  of  this  heavenly  religion 

muft  be,  in  fome  confiderable  meafure,  habitually 
adorned  with  good  fruits. 

hfeventh  property  of  this  excellent  wifdom  is, 
that  it  is  without. partiality.  The  Greek  term  fig. 
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nifies  being  without  a  partial,  wrangling,  fufpici- 
ous,  judging  temper;  fo  that  there  is  no  Englifh 
word  fully  expreffive  of  the  original.  The  really 
pious  will  not  be  guilty  of  bafe  wrangling,  undue 
furmifes,  or  unreafonable  fufpicions ;  they  will  not 
be  given  to  hafty  or  partial  judging,  refpeding 
perfons,  through  outward  fplendor  or  party  affec¬ 
tion.  They  are  not  fuch  as  thofe  defcribed  by  St. 
Jude,  who  have  men  s  perfons  in  admiration  becaufe  of 
advantage .  They  do  not  fufpicioufly  enquire  into 
the  faults  of  others,  nor  deal  partially  among  men. 
They  efteem  and  treat  every  one  according  to  his 
apprehended  worth,  and  carry  themfelves  iuperior 
to  the  mean  fpirit  of  partiality,  uncandid  conjec¬ 
ture,  and  deftrudive  cenforioufnefs.  Uprightnefs* 
integrity,  candor,  and  honor  attend  them  in  all 
their  commerce  with  mankind.  But, 

Ekhtly,  The  lad  branch  of  this  beautiful  delinea- 
tion  of  true  religion  is,  that  it  is  zvithout  hypocrify . 
It  wears  no  mafik,  difguife  or  deceitfulnefs.  Thofe 
managements  and  practices  which  the  world  count 
wife,  conlifting  in  craft  and  guile,  it  cannot  away 
with.  It  is  fincere,  open,  fteady,  and  uniform 
and  confident  with  itfelf.  Carnal  men  oftentimes 
pretend  to  be  what  they  are  not;  and  many  of 
them  for  ftrange  purpofes  will  pretend  to  be  reli¬ 
gious,  but  they  cannot  pofiibly  hold  out,  or  ad  u- 
niformly  to  the  end;  and  when  the  irregularity 
of  theircondud  fiafhes  the  conviction  of  abfurdity 
and  inconfidency  upon  them,  they  will  fometimes 
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drop  the  malk  and  appear  what  they  always  really 
were.  But  the  truly  good  man's  principal  care  is, 
to  be  what  he  leems —  The  defires  of  his  heart  are 
to  be  devoted  to  God  in  Chrift  in  fincerity — to 

*  J 

walk  in  duty  with  a  true  mind*  and  to  do  the  things 
which  are  honeft  in  the  fight  of  all  men.  He  in¬ 
tends  not,  by  a  profefiion  of  Chriftianity,  to  im-r 
pofe  upon  God,  the  church,  or  mankind.  His 
love  to  God  and  his  neighbor  is  without  diflimula- 
tion,  abhorring  that  which  is  evil,  and  cleaving  to 
that  which  is  good.  Honefiy  and  faithfulnefs 
dwell  with  him.  Chicanery,  cunning,  tricking, 
and  artfulnefs  enter  not  into  his  habitation.  An 
undiffembled  fincerity  marks  all  his  conduct,  and 
fhines  in  all  his  converfatiom  The  pure  breath¬ 
ings  of  their  hearts  are,  to  be  able  to  fay  with  the 
great  dodtor  of  the  Gentiles,  Our  rejoicing  is  this ,  the 
teflimony  of  our  conference ,  that  in  fimplictiy  and  godly 
fincerity ,  not  with  flejhly  wifdom ,  but  by  the  grace  of 
Gody  we  have  had  our  converfation  in  the  world.— Let 
us  fee  that  we  have  that  faith  which  is  unfeigned^  and 
love  not  only  in  word  and  tongue ,  but  in  deed  and  m 
truth.  ' 

I  proceed  to  clofe  this  fubjedt  with  a  very  brief 
improvement. 

1.  It  muff  awaken  in  every  mind  fentiments  of 
farrow  and  lamentation.  Alas!  if  thefe  things  be 
fo,  how  fmall  the  number  of  the  truly  pious  or 
good!  How  few,  how  very  few  can  the  moft 


"  >  -  4 


52 


M  A  C  W  H  O  R  T  E  R. 


ten  five  charity  obferve,  who  are  firfl  pure,  then 
peaceable,  gentle,  and  eafy  to  be  entreated ,  full  of  mer¬ 
cy  ana  gooa  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without  hy~ 
pocrify!  May  w;e  not  juftly  take  up  the  lamenta¬ 
tion  of  the  weeping  prophet,  and  fay,  0  that  our 
toead  "were  waters,  and  our  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that 
we  might  weep  day  and  night,  over  the  Jlain  of  the 
daughter  of  our  people :  over  decayed  love,  loofe  mo¬ 
rals,  and  wafted  religion  !  Is  it  not  a  melancholy 
truth,  that  many  in  all  the  aflembjies  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  are  treacherous  men ;  they  bend  their  tongues  like 
their  bow  for  lies;  they  are  not  valiant  for  the  truth 
upon  the  earth;  for  they  proceed  from  evil  to  evil ,  and 
L-'Ow  not  me,  faith  the  Lord  s'  What  ferious  mind, 
without  pain,  can  contemplate  mankind,  and  be- 
hoia  one  wallowing  in  ali  impurities,  another  go¬ 
verned  by  angry  and  peace-deftroying  paflions; 
one  wddicfted  to  Knavery  and  difhonefty;  a  fecond 
outraging  the  facred  laws  of  truth ;  a  third  indulg¬ 
ing  himfelfin  grofs  intemperance j  a  fourth  belch¬ 
ing  out  torrents  of  profanity,  &c.  Tears  ran  down 
the  Pfalmift’s  eyes  when  he  beheld  men  tranfgref- 
fing  verod  s  law.  How  fiiould  true  Chriftians  mourn 
over  the  abominations  which  every  where,  almoft, 
abound  in  tnefe  days  of  degeneracy  ! 

2.  This  dodrine  naturally  leads  us  to  examine 
and  try  ourfelves,  whether  we  poftefs  that  wifdom 
which  comes  down  from  above,  or  whether  we  are 
the  fubjedts  of  true  religion  as  deferibed  in  the  di¬ 
vine  oracles.  God  has  iffued  this  injunction.  Tty 
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your  ownfelves.  Wherefore,  let  us  bring  ourfelves 
to  this  touchftone  of  fincerity.  Of  what  fort  is 
our  religion?  Is  it  the  wifdom  from  beneath,  which 

is  earthly y  fenf ml >  devil ifhy full  of  envy,  malice ,  confu- 
fioHy  and  every  evil  work  ?  Or,  is  it  the  wifdom  that 
defcendcth  from  above,  that  isfirjl  pure,  then  peaceable, 
gentle ,  and  eafy  to  be  entreated ,  full  of  mercy  and  good 
fruits ,  without  partiality ,  and  without  hypocrify .  Our 
Saviour  affirms,  The  tree  is  known  by  his  fruits . 
What  fruits  does  our  religion  produce?  Let  us 
folemnly  bring  ourfelves  to  this  do&rine,  as  to  a 
criterion,  by  which  we  may  learn  our  real  ftate  and 
character. 

Are  we  pure  ?  Are  our  hearts  purified  by  divine 
grace?  Are  we  oppofed  in  heart  to  fin,  and  do  we 
abhor  all  moral  defilements?  Do  we  avoid  evil 
company,  vicious  converfation,  and  prohibited  in¬ 
dulgences?  Do  we  delight  in  God;  meditate  on 
things  holy  and  fpiriluai ;  ftriving  to  keep  our 
minds  pure  and  pious?  Is  Chrift  Jefus,  and  the 
way  of  falvation  through  faith  in  his  blood  preci¬ 
ous  to  us  ? 

Are  we  peaceable?  Cultivating  peace  with  God; 
following  the  t  hings  which  make  for  peace  among 
mankind;  maintaining  peace  in  our  confciences, 
families,  neighborhood  and  church?  Do  we  avoid 
wrath,  angry  deputations  and  contention? 

Are  we  gentle  ?  Are  we  moderate,  patient,  meek, 
modeft,  harmlefs  and  inoffenfive  ? 
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Are  we  eafy  to  le  entreated?  Ealily  perfuaded  to 
that  which  is  rational,  decent,  juft  and  proper  ? 
Are  we  readily  induced  to  forfake  that  which  is 
wrong,  and  to  practice  that  which  is  good  ? 

Are  we  full  of  mercy?  Tender,  kind,  and  com- 
paffionate  ?  Ready  to  forgive  thofe  that  offend, 
to  pity  the  wicked,  feel  for  the  diftreffed,  and  re¬ 
lieve  the  poor  and  miferable? 

Are  we  full  of  good  fruits?  Do  we  make  it  an 
object  of  our  attention  to  do  good  to  all  as  we  have 
opportunity  ?  Are  we  diligent  and  careful  in  the 
performance  of  duty  towards  God  and  man  ?  Are 
we  doing  juftly,  loving  righteoufnefs  and  pradtif- 
Ing  ftndi  honefty  ?  Are  we  rich  in  good  works, 
and  do  others  feeing  our  works  glorify  God  ? 

Are  we  without  partiality  ?  Are  w7e  free  from 
groundlefs  lufpicions,  evil  lurmifings,  rafh  judg- 
ings,  underhand  dealings,  limiter  and  partial  deci- 
lions  ?  When  we  are  called  to  fpeak  or  a<5t,  do  we 
perform  our  duty  without  favor  or  affection? 

Are  we  all  this,  vsithout  hypocrify?  Are  we  what 
we  feem  to  be,  or  what  we  profefs  and  pretend? 
j\re  we,  as  far  as  we  know  our  own  hearts,  un¬ 
feigned  and  fintere  in  all  our  conduct  before  God 
and  man  ? 

Vy  hat  matter  do  thefe  reflexions  afford  for  hu¬ 
miliation,  repentance  and  amendment  ?  Thofe  who 
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have  ground  of  hope  towards  God,  let  them  be 
quickened  to  increafe  in  every  Chriftian  virtue, 
and  in  every  branch  of  piety.  Grow  in  grace ,  and 
in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  ChrijI- 
Let  hypocrites  drop  their  mafks,  and  impure  fin- 
ners  awake  to  confideration.  Let  the  wicked for - 
fake  his  way ,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thought sl  and 
let  him  return  unto  the  Lord  and  he  will  have  mercy 
upon  him>  and  to  our  God ,  for  he  will  abundantly  par - 
don • 
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Pallor  of  the  firft  Congregational  Church,  New-Haven,Conne<5Ucuti 

*  "  h ,  „  „  ,  _  __ 

Ephesians  iv.  3 — 6. 

Endeavoring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the 

bond  of  peace.  There  is  one  body,  and  one  Spirit, 

even  as  ye  are  called  in  one  hope  of  your  calling;  one 

Lore),  one  faith,  one  b  apt  if m  ;  one  God  and  Fa- 

ther  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and. 
in  you  all. 


Wl  ^  confider,  Ftrjl,  The  union  recom¬ 
mended  in  thefe  verfes.  Secondly ,  The 

various  confiderations  which  are  ufed  to  enforce  it. 


Firjl,  Of  the  union  itfeif.  Endeavoring  to  keep 
ihe  unity  of  the fpir it  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

In  the  two  preceding  verfes,  theapoftlcbefeech- 
eth  the  profeiTors  ot  Chriftianity  to  walk  worthy  of 
toe  vocation  wherewith  they  are  called,  with  all  lowlE 
nefs  and  meeknefs  with  long-fuffering,  forbearing  one 
another  m  love.  The  unity  ofthefpirit  is,  therefore, 
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kept  by  meeknefs,  forbearance,  humility  and  love 
among  profeffors  :  It  is  kept  in  the  bond  erf  peace. 

Their  converfation  is  as  becometh  the  gofpel ,  when  they 
ft and f aft  in  one /pint — are  like-minded  one  towards  an~ 
other ,  according  to  Chrift  Je/us}  and  with  one  mind  and 
one  mouth  glorify  God . 

With  a  view  to  this  objedt,  the  unity  of  the 
fpirit,  the  apoftle  faith,  IVe  that  are  jlrong,  ought  to 
bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak ,  and  not  to  pleafe  our - 
/elves.  For  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  dr ink , 
but  right  eoufnefsy  and  peace ,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoji. 
The  true  members  of  it  follow  after  the  things  which 
make  for  peacey  and  things  wherewith  one  may  edify 
another.  They  who  have  the  moft  improved 
knowledge  of  Chriftianity,  the  jufteft  fentiments 
of  Christian  liberty,  fhould  walk  charitably  to¬ 
wards  their  brethren  who  are  weak  in  the  faith, 
and  would  be  (tumbled  or  offended  were  an  unre- 
ftrained  ufe  of  Chriltian  liberty  infilled  on,  or  an 
unreferved  declaration  made  of  religious  opinions, 
well  known  to  be  true  from  the  belt  information. 
Our  Lord  poitponed  faying  many  things  to  his 
apoftles,  becaufe  they  could  not  bear  them.  For 
the  fame  reafon  St.  Paul  directs.  Haft  thou  faith  ? 
Have  it  to  ibyfelf  before  God.  Let  not  your  good  be 
evil  fpoken  of.  Chriftian  charity  dictates  much 
condefcenfion.  to  the  infirmities  of  our  brethren, 
who,  from  education  or  otherwife,  are  not  in  a 
prefenl  capacity  to  receive  feme  particular  truths. 
Neither  fhould  the  weak  allow  themfelvcs  to  judge 
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and  cenfure  the  ffrong,  who  fiand  or  fall  to  their 
own  matter.  It  is  no  excufe  for  an  uncharitable 
judgment,  that  fuch  judges  are  not  well  informed. 
Perfecutors  are  feldom,  if  ever,  well  informed. 
Will  their  ignorance  warrant  perfection  ?  The 
head  of  the  church  hath  taught  us  to  judge  others 
by  their  fruits,  not  by  the  inward  perfuafion  of 
their  minds.  In  refpect  of  the  latter  there  will  al¬ 
ways  be  a  difference.  This  difference  may  con- 
fift  with  equal  capacity  and  integrity  on  both  Tides, 
and  equal  care  to  exhibit  the  fruits  of  Chriftiamty, 
of  which  charity  is  the  greateft, 

e  *  „  v  » 

A  •  t  ‘  1  1  •  1  < 
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Let  every  man  he  fully  perfuaded  in  his  own  mind*. 

This  is  the  unalienable  right  and  duty  of  every 
Chriftian.  Certainly  then  they  may  be  different¬ 
ly  perfuaded.  Notwithftanding  this  difference* 
they  muff  keep  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond 
of  peace.  This  they  will  do*  if  they  are  meek  and 
lowly*  and  poffefs  Chriftian  charity.  The  unity 
of  the  fpirit,  therefore,  doth  not  mean  unity  of  opi¬ 
nion.  Religion  is  a  rcafonable  fervice:  It  is 
founded  in  perfonal  perfuafion.  Our  own  opini¬ 
on,  not  another’s,  muff  govern  our  own  profeffion 
and  adhons.  This  is  the  ec^ual  and  common  pri¬ 
vilege  of  all  Chriftians :  The  exercife  of  it  ftiould 
not  deftroy  or  impair  Chriftian  charity.  It  is  a 
material  branch  of  charity,  to  entertain  candid 
fentiments  of  different  denominations;  to  believe 
that  they  may  have  the  prefence  of  Chrift  as  well 
as  we.  They  may  be  beft  edified  in  their  form 


of  worfhip,  we  in  ours.  What  the  apoftle  exhorts 
to  is,  union  in  affection,  in  endeavors  to  promote 
twzfpint  oi  Chriftianity;  not  uniformity  of  out¬ 
ward  profeflion ;  not  perfedt  agreement  in  fenti- 
ment.  This  is  impoffible,  men’s  minds  being  dif- 
fercntly  formed,  there  being  fuch  variety  in  their 
temper,  education  and  circumftances.  Chriftian, 
charity  doth  ali  things  to  edification.  The  beft 
proficients  in  Chrifiiani ty  fay,  with  our  apoftle. 
All  things  are  lawful  for  me ,  but  all  things  edify  not . 
He  would  not  eat  in  an  idol’s  temple,  left  he  fhould 
wound  and  defile  the  confcience  of  a  weak  brother. 
Whether  ye  eat ,  or  drink ,  or  whatfoever  ye  do,  do  all  to 
the  glory  of  God .  Give  no  offence ,  neither  to  the  Jezvs, 
nor  to  the  Gentiles ,  nor  to  the  church  of  God:  Even  as 
1  pleafe  all  men  in  all  things ,  not  fe eking  mine  ozvn  pro¬ 
fit,  but  the  profit  of  many ,  that  ihey  may  be  faved.  Ac¬ 
tuated  by  this  fpirit  of  condefcenfion  and  love, 
Chriftian  pafiors  will  make  ihemfelves  fervants  to  all 
that  they  may  gain  the  more.  Eo  the  weak  they  will 
become  as  zveak ,  that  they  might  gain  the  weak.  They 
will  adopt  no  mode  of  public  teaching,  which  doth 
not,  cannot  edify;  but  will  rather  fpeak  to  the  edi¬ 
fication  of  a  Chriftian  aflembly,  than  gratify  a 
fondnefs  for  unintelligible  difquifitions.  Jefus 
came  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  poor.  He  faid. 
If  any  man  will  do  the  will  of  God ,  he  fball  know  of  the 
doctrine.  A  religion  which  cannot  be  underftood 
by  every  upright  mind,  cannot  be  the  religion  of 
Chnft,  w  ho  was  anointed  to  preach  good  tidings  to  the 
meek,  A  religion  which  contracts  and  imbitters 
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the  temper,  cannot  be  his  who  came  to  preach 
peace  and  good  will  to  men. 

The  union  which  we  are  conlidering  is  that 
which  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  infpires,  which  efpeci- 
ally  fubfifts  among  his  difciples,  and  which  diftin- 
guifhed  the  primitive  believers,  who  were  of  one 
heartland  of one  foul.  The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love , 

joy,  peace ,  long-fujfeiing ,  gentlenefs ,  goodnefs ,  faith y 
me  chiefs,  temperance.  It  is  the  fame  as  the  apoftle. 
faith  of  charity,  which  Juffereth  long ,  and  is  kind ,  en- 
vieth  not ,  vaunt eth  not  itfelf  is  not  puffed  up ,  doth  not 
behave  itfelf  unfeemly,  Jeekeih  not  her  own ,  /j  not  ea fly  - 
provoked ',  thinketh  no  evil ;  but  hopeth  all  things ,  endur- 
eth  all  things .  Charity  edifieth — it  covereth  a  mul¬ 

titude  of  jins.  Thus  is  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  kept 
in  the  bond  of  peace.  The  defcent  of  the/pirit 
on  Jefus  in  the  form  of  a  dove,  was  an  emblem  of  the 
fpirit  of  his  religion — an  inftruCtion  to  his  follow¬ 
ers  to  be  harmlefs  as  doves.  If  therefore ,  there  be 
any  confolation  in  Chrift ,  any  comfort  of  love ,  any  fellow - 
Jhip  of  the  fpirit ,  bowels  and  mercies.  If  profef-4 

fors  Aaw  /fc  fame  love ,  of  one  accord ,  of  one  mind 5 

nothing  will  be  through  firife ,  or  vain  glory,  but 

in  lowlinefs  of  mind ;  they  will  others  better  than 

themfelves,  being  kindly  affeclioned,  and  with  broth¬ 
erly  love,  in  honor  preferring  one  another  •  looking  not 
every  one  on  his  own  things,  but  every  one  on  the  things 
of  others.  This  is  the  mind  which  was  in  Chrift 
Jefus — this  the  union  whereby  thofe,  who  call  on 
his  name,  walk  worthy  of  their  vocation* 
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ere  Cnriftian  union  no  other  than  that  which 
takes  place  among  thofe  who  happen  to  think  a- 
like  on  religious  fubjeffs,  fuch  was  the  union  a- 
mong  the  Pharifees.  Chriftians  fhould  confider 
each  one  his  own  miftakes  and  prejudices;  that 
others  have  equal  right,  and  may  have  as  good  rea- 
fcn  to  differ  from  him  as  he  from  them;  that  er¬ 
rors  in  judgment  are  confident  with  integrity  of 
Heart.  1  he  apoftles  of  our  Lord,  of  whom  he  faid 

j 

ye  dye  clean  through  the  zvord  I  have  fpoken  unto  you , 
did  not  apprehend,  at  that  time,  that  he  muff  die 
a  facnfice  for  fin.  They  fuppofed  that  the  jewilli 
ritual  mult  be  incorporated  with  Chriftianity,  and 
that  circumcifion  mult  firftprepare  theGentiles  for 
admiffion  into  the  Chriftian  church.  The  fpirit 
afterwards  guided  them  into  the  knowledge  of 
truths,  which  they  could  not  admit  during  Chrift's 
perfonal  miniffry.  Hence  his  minifters  and  dif- 
ciples  fhould  imitate  the  maxims  of  condefcenfion 
and  prudence,  on  which  their  mafter  proceeded, 
■would  they  keep  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond 
of  peace.  Him  that  is  weak  in  the  faith  receive  ye . 
Follow  after  the  things  wherewith  one  may  edify  an* 
other . 

ft  But  mult  we,  for  the  fake  of peace,  facrifice  the 
truth  t  Is  union  to  be  kept  with  fuch  as  are  not  found 
in  tint  faith?"  We  anfwer,  if  any  Chriftians  fuppofe 
their  owrn  fentirnents  are  the  ftandard  of  truth;  that 
all  who  differ  from  them  mult  be  unfound  in  the 
faith;  their  claim  cannot  be  admitted.  To  fup- 
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pofe  that  their  creed  is  fundamental  to  all,  is  to 
fay,  cc  We,  and  we  only,  are  always  in  the  right.’* 

»  *  v  >  t  , 
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Further,  Is  the  difference  between  them  and  0- 
thers,  (whom  they  do  not  allow  to  be  Chriltians} 
about  the  practical  or  the  fpeculative  parts  of  reli¬ 
gion  ?  The  fundamentals,  according  to  our  apof- 
tle,  are  faith  towards  God,  as  propitious  through  a 
Mediator;  repentance  from  dead  works;  the  ad- 
miffion  of  Chriftianity,  upon  the  confirmation  of 
it  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  tent  down  from  heaven;  join¬ 
ing  ourfelves  to  the  body  of  Chrift  by  baptifm; 
the  refurredion  and  j  udgment.  Thefe  are  differ¬ 
ently  expreffed  in  the  text  by  the  terms  one  body, 
and  fpirit,  and  hope;  one  Lord,  faith  andbaptilm; 
one  God  and  Father.  Such  are  the  principles  of  the 
doctrine  of  Chrijl.  1  hefe  being  laid  as  the  founda¬ 
tion,  we  are  to  go  on  to  perfection— to  build  up  our- 
itlves,  and  edify  one  another.  Whoioever  confents 
not  to  thefe  is  unfound  in  rhe  faith.  Whofoever 
confents  to  them,  and  doth  not  contradidl  them  in 
his  life,  is  fundamentally  right.  He  embraces 
found  doctrine,  according  to  the  fcriptures.  He 
may  not,  therefore,  be  excluded  from  our  charity. 
For  we  can  know  from  the  fcriptures  only  what  is 
lound  dodtrine.  Whatever  a  man’s  faith  maybe, 
if  not  accompanied  with  love  to  God  and  man’ 
his  religion  is  vain.  Thefe  two  commandments 
compienend  the  law  and  prophets,  and  the  whole 
of  Chriftianity.  They  who  do  not  cultivate  the 
fpirit  of  love,  have  abundant  reafon  to  fuppofe. 
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that  their  zeal  favors  more  the  things  of  men  than 
thofe  of  God.  Have  they  not  alfo  much  reafon  to 
fufpeCt  that  their  faith  is  wrong,  fince  it  doth  not 
work  by  love?  Since  they  do  not  give  diligence  to 
add  to  it  patience,  godlmefs,  brotherly- kindnefs, 
and  cnariry  which  never  faileth.  Charity  will 
not,  except  it  be  on  the  fureft  evidence,  think  and 
pronounce  that  others  err  fundamentally  concern¬ 
ing  the  truth.  I  he  bell  are  deficient  in  charity, 
and  alfo  in  faith.  A  good  Chriftian  laments  the 
languor  or  kind  affections  to  his  fellow- men  and 
feliow-difciples,  and  improves  all  means  for  enliv¬ 
ening  and  improving  the  flame  of  love.  He  alfo 
laments  the  weaknefs  of  his  faith,  his  mental 
darknefs  and  prejudices,  and  prays.  Lord  help  my 
unbelief— mere afe  my  faith .  We  fhould  earneftly 
contend  for  the  faith  as  it  is  delivered  to  us  in  the 
facred  feriptures,  the  pillar  and  ground  of  truth.  We 
Ihould  Hand  faff  alfo  in  the  liberty  of  private  judg¬ 
ment,  walking  charitably  in  the  exercife  of  it.  We 
Ihould  compare  fpiritual  things  with  fpiritual,  and 
allow  our  brethren  to  do  fo,  not  judging  their  li¬ 
berty  by  our  confcience.  Or  if  they  thus  judge 
us,  fhall  we  imitate  this  exceptionable  part  of  their 
character?  Let  us  rather  fuppofe  that  they  may  be 
Chnftians  notwithftanding,  and  thus fhewunto  them 
the  more  excellent  way. 

That  is  truth  which  the  fpirit  hath  declared  to 
be  fo  in  the  f  acred  feriptures.  And  every  Chrif¬ 
tian  mu  ft  determine  for  himfelf  what  the  fenfe 
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fenfe  of  the  fcripturcs  is,  by  comparing  one  part 
with  another,  and  ufing  all  the  belt  helps  to  dried; 
his  judgment.  To  extend  or  deny  our  charity  to 
others,  according  as  they  admit  or  rcjed  our  con- 
ftrudion  of  the  leriptures,  is  no  mark  that  we  are 
impartial  enquirers  after  truth.  If  the  unity  of  the 
Ipirit  depends  on  unity  of  opinions,  there  can  be 
none  on  earth.  The  apoftle  might  as  well  have 
exhorted  us  to  be  angels  as  to  keep  the  unity  of  the 
fpiiit  in  this  fenfe.  Chnftians  may  have  refpcdful 
fentiments  of  each  other,  and  have  fellowfihip  with 
one  another,  as  having  obtained  like  precious 
faith:  They  may  love  as  brethren,  and  unite  their 
endeavors  for  the  advancement  of  the  caule  of  their 
common  Lord:  They  may  be  agreed  in  the  vital 
paits  of  leligion,  confidently  with  great  variety  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  form,  and  in  the  explica- 
non  of  fomedodrmal  points:  They  may  be  agreed^ 
that  there  is  one  body,  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one 
baptifm,  one  God  and  Father  of  all :  They  may 
be  actuated  by  one  fpirit,  and  have  one  hope.  If 
agreed  thus  far,  what  hinders  their  keeping  the  ut¬ 
ility  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace? 

This  leminds  us  >  Jecondly%  of  the  various  confix 

derations  wherewith  thegofpcl  enforceth  Chriftian 
union. 

•  * 

The  firft  is,  There  is  one  body .  The  Chriftian 
church  is  compared  to  the  natural  body.  The  head 
of  the  body  is  Chnft.  Profeffors  (land  in  a  fimilar 
relation  to  him,  and  to  each  other,  as  the  members 
Vol.  III.  H 
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of  the  body  to  the  head,  and  to  one  another.  At 
the  body  is  oney  and  hath  many  members ,  and  all  the 
members  of  that  one  bodyy  being  manyy  are  one  body ;  Jo 
alfo  is  Chrift.  Every  real  difciple  of  Chrift  is  a 
part  oi  this  body,  whatever  his  talents*  education 
or  rank  in  life,  of  whatever  nation,  or  whatever 
ciafs  of  profe fling  Chriftians.  Some  would  con- 
line  the  church  or  body  of  Chrift  to  fuch  as  em¬ 
brace  their  fentiments.  But  in  the  exercife  of 
Chriftian  humility  and  love,  they  would  not  re¬ 
ft  rain  wifdom  and  grace  to  themfelves.  Is  this 
the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace  l 

In  the  natural  body,  the  moft  feeble  and  lea  ft 
honorable  members  are  necefiary.  The  foot  may 
not  fayy  beeaufe  I  am  not  the  handy  lam  not  of  the  body. 
The  eye  cannot  fay  to  the  hand ,  I  have  no  need  of  thee  • 
nor  the  head  to  the  feet ,  I  have  no  need  of  you.  In  the 
natural  body,  if  one  member  fuffery  all  the  members 
fuff er  with  it ;  or  one  member  be  honored ,  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  rejoice  with  it.  So  we  being  many  are  one  body  in 
Chrijf  and  every  one  members  one  of  another .  The 
whole  church  through  the  world  needs  the  gifts, 
encouragement  and  fupport  of  all  the  numerous 
parts,  into  which,  for  mutual  convenience  or  edi¬ 
fication  it  is  divided;  while  different  denomina¬ 
tions  need  the  countenance  of  each  other,  and 
the  whole  collective  body  of  Chrift.  Particular 
profelfors  alfo  of  each  denomination  have  occaiion 
for  the  concurring  aid  of  the  communion  to  which 
they  belong,  and  of  all,  whether  of  the  fame  or  a 
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-different  communion,  wherever  difperfed,  that 
tire  gofpel  may  have  free  courfe.  The  goodnefs 
of  the  author  of  nature  appears  in  the  variety,  de¬ 
pendence  and  fubordination  of  live  parts  of  the 
human  body;  in  the  connexion,  proportion  and 
harmony  of  the  whole.  The  gondnefs  efthe  head 
of  the  church  appears  in  the  rank  and  endowments 
of  its  officers  and  members.  The  gifts  and  graces 
of  all  the  various  parts,  and  of  each  individual, 
operating  together,  the  church  will  appear  in 
health  and  beauty,.  No  part  is  felf-fufficient,  nor 
may  conduct  towards  the  other  parts,  or  the  whole, 
as  though  it  had  no  dependance  or  connexion. 
Every  part,  and  every  member,  fhould  confidcr  its 
relation  and  obligations  to  other  parts  and  mem¬ 
bers,  and  aim  to  edify  and  be  edified  by  them. 
Collected  ftrength  will  belt  defend  the  body  of 
Chrift  againft  the  common  enemy.  Do  profef- 
fors  agree  in  this,  that  the  body  of  Chrift  is  one  ? 
Then  let  all  the  members  lay  themfelves  out  to 
edify  and  increafe  it.  No  man  ever  yet  hated 
his  own  flefh.  Is  there  any  more  reafon  for  hatred 
among  the  members  of  the  Chriftian  church  ? 
Doth  every  man  nourifh  and  cherifh  his  own  flefh? 
And  fhould  not  the  members  of  Chrift’s  body,  of 
his  flefh  and  bones,  by  love  ferve  one  another,  con- 
ftdering  their  common  profeffion  as  a  relation  like 
that  of  affinity  or  blood  ?  The  partial  regards 
fhewn  by  different  focieties  of  Chriftians  to  their 
own  communion,  their  zeal  to  propagate  their  own 
fentiments  and  way  of  worfhio,  to  the  neglect  of 
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our  common  Chriftianity,  favors  fomewhat  of  Ju-» 
das>s  care  for  the  poor.  To  fuch  as  think  it  a 
wafte  of  the  precious  ointment  to  attend  to  the 
common  intereft  of  Chriftianity,  fuppofing  every 
ti.ing  loft  which  doth  not  immediately  advance 
their  own  communion,  the  words  of  (Thrift  are  ap¬ 
plicable  :  Te  fJave  tfe  poor  with  yQU  aiwayS>  an£ 

whenfoever  ye  will >  ye  may  do  them  good:  But  me  ye 
have  not  always . 

Again  :  There  is  one  fpirit— the  guide,  fandlifier 
and  comforter,  in  whom  all  real  Chriftians  believe. 
The  love  of  the  fpirit  is  a  farther  reafon  for  Chrifli- 

an  union.  For  by  one  fpirit  have  we  all  been  baptis¬ 
ed  into  one  body.  This  is  the  fpirit  by  which  we  all 

have  accefs  to  the  Father,  the  fpirit  which  helpeth 
our  infirmity ;  by  which  we  are  lengthened  with 
might  m  the  inner  man,  and  rooted  and  grounded 
in  love;  to  which  we  owe  our  heavenly  birth; 
which  witneffeth  with  our  fpirit  that  we  are  chil- 
ciit  n  of  vjod;  through  which  we  wait  for  the  hope 
oi  righteoufnefs  by  faith;  and  the  fruit  of  which 
is  in  all  righteoufnefs  and  goodnefs.  Divers  are 
tue  gilts  of  the  fame  ipirit.  Being  agreed  in  our 
lielki  in  the  eternal  ipirit,  one  of  the  facred  three, 

fnau  we  not  keep  the  unity  oi  the  Ipirit  in  the  bond 
of  peace  ? 

Again  :  JVe  are  called  m  one  hope — the  hope  of  an 
i  .ie.„ance  in  that  world  where  they  are  made  per— 
rebi  in  love.  That  we  have  all  the  fame  hope  of 
a  better  rdurreciion,  is  a  forcible  motive  to  be  of 
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one  heart  and  foul,  and  live  in  peace.  If  the  love 
of  God  is  fhed  abroad  in  our  hearts ;  if  we  have 
the  firft-fruits  of  the  fpirit,  and  wait  for  the  adop¬ 
tion,  the  redemption  of  the  body,  fhall  we  not  re¬ 
joice  in  the  gifts,  reputation  and  influence  of  all 
who  have  the  fame  hope  ?  Shall  we  not  affift  them 
in  the  Chriflian  life,  and  be  thankful  for  their  af- 
fi  fiance  ?  Shah  we  not  unite  our  endeavors  with 
theirs  for  the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel  which 
brings  life  and  immortality  to  light  ?  Are  we  fel¬ 
low-heirs,  and  of  the  fame  body,  and  partakers  of 
the  fame  pronaifes,  heirs  of  God,  and  joint- heirs 
with  Chrifl  ?  Let  us  endeavor  to  keep  the  unity  of 
the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace* 

To  proceed:  There  is  one  Lord — even  Chrifl, 
whom  all  profefTors  agree  to  call  their  Lord  and 
mailer.  Lie  is  the  head  of  the  body.  The  mem¬ 
bers  arc  complete  in  him.  In  him  dwelleth  all 
fulnefs.  Thus  far  all  are  agreed.  It  fhould  then 
be  the  concern  of  all  to  keep  united  to  him,  and 
grow  up  into  him  in  all  things ,  from  whom  the  whole 
body  fitly  joined  together ,  and  comp  a  Lied  by  that  zvhich 
every  joint  fupplieth ,  according  to  the  effectual  work¬ 
ing  in  the  meafure  of  every  part ,  maketh  increafe  of  the 
body,  unto  the  edifying  of  itfelf  in  love .  It  is  of  like 
moment,  therefore,  that  the  members  have  the 
fame  care  one  for  another,  as  that  they  be  united 
to,  and  derive  conflant  communications  from, 
their  common  head.  Brotherly  love  is  the  beft 
evidence  of  a  vital  union  and  communion  with 
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him.  If  he  is  Lord,  is  there  a  propriety  in  exalt¬ 
ing  any  of  his  fervants  into  his  place  ?  Hath  he 
not  cautioned.  Call  no  man  mafter  ?  Hath  he  not 
laid.  All  ye  are  brethren?  Shall  we  then  give  to  any 
ot  our  brethren  the  honor  which  he  claims  ?  It 
would  be  alike  carnal  on  our  part  to  give,  and  on 
their  part  to  receive,  this  honor.  It  would  be  a 
fource  of  envy,  ftrife  and  divifions,  inftead  of  god¬ 
ly  edifying.  The  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond 
of  peace  could  not  be  kept.  Is  there  one  Lord  ? 
One  head  of  the  church  ?  Our  bufinefs  is  to  preach 
Chrift  Jefus  Lord,  not  ourfelves.  What  then 
ffluft  we  think  of  the  member  who  would  affume 
the  place  and  prerogatives  of  the  head  ?  Who 
fhould  undertake  to  make  terms  of  communion 
for  his  fellow7- members,  give  law  to  them,  fit  in 
judgment  upon  them,  and  open  and  Ihut  heaven  ? 
Such  an  one  was  foretold  to  arife  in  the  Chriftian 
church,  who  lliould  fit  in  the  temple  of  God, 
claiming  divine  prerogatives.  That  man  of  fm>  the 
Jon  of  perdition y  hath  been  revealed,  as  all  protef- 
tants  fuppofe.  And  feeing  he  oppofeth  and  exalte 
eth  himjelf  above  all  that  is  called  Gody  or  that  is  zvor - 
J hipped  -  feeing  alfo  that  the  Lord fall  confume  him 
with  the  fpirit  of  his  mouthy  and fall  deflroy  him  with 
ike  brightnefs  of  bis  coming ,  let  proteftants  beware 
that  they  do  not  affume  dominion  over  the  faith 
of  Chrifi's  difciples.  It  behoves  proteftant  pa  fi¬ 
rms  to  renounce  the  fpirit  as  well  as  fuperfiition 
of  Rome.  Not  as  being  lords  over  God's  heritage , 


but  being  enf  ample s  to  the  flock— helpers  of  their  joy* 
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Further :  There  is  one  faith — the  faith  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  For  he  is  the  author  and  fi- 
nifher  of  our  faith.  He  hath  not  left  in  his  church 
authority  in  matters  of  faith.  Our  faith  is  one;, 
for,  in  the  firft  place,  there  is  but  one  facrifice  for 
fin,  one  advocate  with  the  Father,  one  Mediator 
between  God  and  men,  Jefus  Chrift.  There  is 
faivation  in  no  other.  The  apoftle  is  arguing  on 
the  common  principles  of  thofe  who  acknowledged 
his  divine  million.  No  other  was  crucified  for  us. 
No  other  maketh  intercefiion  for  tranfgreffors.  In 
no  other  is  God  reconciling  a  loft  world  to  him-- 
ielf.  Either  Chriftianity  is  not  a  divine  revelation, 
©r  the  redemption  in  Chrift  Jefus  is  the  only  way 
of  juftincation.  This  was  revealed  to  the  ancient 
church.  All  the  promifes  pointed  forward  to  him.. 
He  was  ordained  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  to  reftore  our  apoftate  race.  The  way  of 
faivation  hath  been  but  one  from  the  fall  till  now. 
Abel  by  this  faith  offered  to  God  an  excellent  fa¬ 
crifice.  Abraham  faw  Chrifts  day.  The  Mofaic 
inrtitution  had  patterns  of  heavenly  things.  The 
fpmt  of  Chrift  was  in  all  the  prophets,  who  tefti- 
fied  of  his  fufferings  and  glory.  The  juft  lived 
by  the  fame  faith,  in  general,  before  his  coming 
as  fince.  Tlie  Chriftian  difpenfation  is  defigned 
to  gather  together  in  one  the  children  of  God . 

Moreover,  our  faith  is  one,  as  the  terms  of  fal* 
nation  are  the  fame  for  all.  T[  hefe  terms  are  faith 
and  repentance — faith  working  by  love ;  repentance 


72 


Dana. 

denoting  a  canfcience  purged  from  dead  works.  In 
this  reipect  there  is  no  difference.  Ail  the  heirs  of 
falvatioo  have  the  fame  fpirit  of  faith.  They  con¬ 
fide  in  the  promifes,  which  in  Chrift  are  yea,  and 
amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God.  They  are  renewed 
in  the  fpirit  of  their  mind.  They  agree  in  build¬ 
ing  the  fame  foundation  laid  in  Zion,  and  in  hav¬ 
ing  the  fame  mind  which  was  in  Chrift  Jefus.  For 
if  any  man  have  not  the  fpirit  of  Chrift ,  he  is  none  of 
his.  There  are  fundamental  truths,  wherein  all 
good  Chriftians  are  agreed.  Thefe  the  text  men¬ 
tions.  Thefe  are  mentioned  Hebrews  vi.  r,  2. 
Would  you  know  the  foundation  principles  of 
Chriftianity,  fearch  the  feriptures  which  were  given 
by  infpiration  of  God. — Thefe  contain  the  faith 
delivered  to  the  faints.  Forfaking  thefe,  Chrift  is 
divided,  and  the  faith  of  him  is  nolonger  one.  For¬ 
faking  thefe,  our  faith  doth  not  ftand  in  the  pow¬ 
er  of  God,  but  in  the  wifdom  of  men.  If  we  agree 
to  acknowledge  that  jelus  is  the  Son  of  God  and 
Saviour  of  the  world,  and  that  filth  and  repent¬ 
ance  are  the  terms  of  falvation,  ftiould  we  not  en¬ 
deavor  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond 
of  peace?  Can  we  have  laving  faith,  or  true  repent¬ 
ance,  if  we  do  not  follow  after  charity ? 

Further:  There  is  one  baptifm.  We  have  all  been 
baptized  in  the  fame  name.  Our  baptifm  figni- 
fies  that  we  have  put  off  the  old  man,  and  put  on 
the  new;  are  dead  and  rifen  with  Chrift.  Among 
the  marks  of  the  old  man  are  pride,  hatred,  vari- 
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ance,  emulations,  ftrife,  and  whatever  is  oppofed 
to  Chriftian  edification.  But  they  who  have  put 

on  the  new  man,  are  kind  one  to  another ,  tender-hearts 
ed,  forgiving  one  another,  followers  of  God  as  dear  child¬ 
ren,  walking  in  love,  as  Chrift  alfo  loved  us.  By  bap- 
tifm  we  become  members  of:  his  church.  For 
when  he  commiflioned  his  apoftles,  he  faid,  Go> 
teach  all  nations,  or  make  difciples,  as  the  original 
word  imports.  They  were  to  make  difciples  by 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Sort 
and  Holy  Gnoft.  If  the  difciples  of  Jefus  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  church,  then  baptized  perfons  are.  And 
who  are  members,  if  difciples  are  not?  What  is 
the  advantage  or  meaning  of  baptifm,  if  the  fub- 
jed  is  not  hereby  brought  into  the  Chriftian 
churcn?  The  difciples  of  Jefus,  by  the  engage*- 
meats  of  their  baptifm,  are  to  obferve  all  things  he 
hath  commanded;  of  which  humility  and  love  are 
chief.  Of  both  thefe  he  hath  left  them  the  bright- 
eft  pattern.  A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you, 
i  hat  ye  love  one  another  ,•  as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye 
love  one  another.  By  tbisjball  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  difciples .  How  nearly  the  intereft  of  Chrif- 
tianity  is  concerned  in  the  maintainance  of  this 
fpirit  of  union  and  love  among  its  profeffbrs,  fur¬ 
ther  appears  from  our  Lord’s  prayer  for  all' who 
embrace  the  faith  of  him.  That  they  all  may  be  one % 
as  thou  Father  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  alfo 
may  be  one  in  us :  That  the  world  may  believe  that  thou 
haft fent  me.  Would  we,  therefore,  verify  our  bap¬ 
tifm  into  Chrift,  we  muft  keep  the  unity  of  the  fpG 
VOL.  III.  I 
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rit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  For  by  one  Jpirit  are  we 

all  baptized  into  one  body . 

La  illy :  There  is  one  God  and  Father  of  all ,  who  is 
above  all ,  and  through  all,  and  in  you  all.  We  have 
all  one  father,  and  are  children  of  the  fame  fami¬ 
ly,  as  one  God  hath  created  us.  We  alike  live, 
and  move,  and  have  our  being  in  him.  The  Fa¬ 
ther  of  the  great  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  not 
willing  that  any  of  his  offspring  fhould  perifh. 
His  compaffion  to  the  children  of  difobedience  is 
reprefented  by  that  of  the  father  in  the  parable  to 
his  prodigal  fon.  He  hath  revealed  himfelf  as  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom 
he  hath  abounded  towards  us  in  all  wifdom  and 
love ;  in  whom  believers  are  filled  with  all  the  fulnefs 
of  God.  Doubtlefs  he  requires  the  children  of  his 
family  to  dwell  together  in  unity;  to  imitate  the 
example  of  their  parent.  His  mercy  towards  us 
is  great,  as  the  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth. — 
Thofe  who  are  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will 
of  the  fleih,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God 
evidence  their  divine  extraction  by  bowels  of  mer¬ 
cies,  kindnefs ,  humility,  meeknefs ,  forbearance,  forgive- 
nefs  and  charity .  Above  all  things  put  on  charity, 
which  is  the  bond  of  perfect  nefs.  And  let  the  peace  of 
God  rule  in  your  hearts,  to  the  which  alfo  ye  are  called 
in  one  body. 

Thus  the  apoftle’s  reafoning  (lands:  There  is 
one  body,  and  one  fpirit,  and  one  hope;  one  Lord, 
one  faith,  one  baptifm;  one  God  and  Father  of 
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all.  Therefore  keep  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the 
bond  of  peace.* 


*  Chriflian  condefcenfion  perfeblly  confifls  with  having  fixed 
principles,  with  holding  fait  our  profeflion.  It  differs,  therefore, 
from  giving  up  or  difguifing  religious  principles  in  complaifanee 
to  the  deniers  or  contemners  of  them;  from  flattering  men  in  er¬ 
ror;  from  complying  with  their  vices.  Such  is  the  civility  of  this 
world.  But  the  confidence  of  the  real  Chriflian  bears  witnefs  to 
his  fimplicity  and  godly  fincerity.  Every  confident  Proteffant 
muff  fuppofe  that  his  own  communion  is  moft  conformable  to  the 
Kew  Teflament:  In  this  view  he  muff  prefer  it.  But  muft  he, 
therefore,  deny  the  validity  of  Chriflian  adminiflrations  in  other 
communions?  Is  there  in  all  wife  and  good  men  the  fame  know¬ 
ledge?  May  they  not  differ  in  fome  points  which  they  refpeblively 
judge  important?  And  may  they  not  agree,  at  the  fame  time,  in 
the  fpirit  ofthegofpel,  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  and  the  faith 
which  worketh  by  love?  Do  they  fay  to  each  other,  “  Stand  by 
“  thyfelf,  come  not  near  to  me,  for  I  am  holier  than  thou  art?7’ — - 
Every  doblrine  which  we  embrace,  though  a  Chriflian  doblrine, 
may  not  be  a  part  of  the  foundation.  If  the  teaching  or  avowal  of 
it,  in  prefent  circumflances,  would  be  mill  alien  or  ill-improved, 
diflurbthe  peace  of  Chrifl’s  church,  or  wound  any  true  Chriflian, 
what  do  we  learn  from  our  Lord’s  inftrublion  and  example  in  fudi 
a  cafe?  New  wine  may  not  be  put  into  old  bottles ,  nor  a  ngw  piece 
of  cloth  fewed  upon  an  old  garment  y  as  we  would  not  rend  either. — * 
Our  Lord  gradually  prepared  the  minds  of  men  to  admit  his  doc-^ 
trine.  He  did  not  attack  prejudicate  opinions  in  a  direbt  and 
warm  manner.  He  fpake  much  in  parables.  His  reproofs  were 
introduced  with  the  circumfpebtion  which  the  application  of  dlfb-? 
greeable  truths  require.  Indiicreet  modes  of  explaining  fome 
Chriflian  doblrines  or  offenfive  terms  and  expreflions,  have  been  an 
occafion  of  themoff  melancholy  reparations.  What  fchifm  hath  been 
made  in  the  body  of  Chrifl  by  the  attempts  of  fome  of  his  difciples 
to  eflabhfh  uniformity?  By  the  impofition  of  rites  and  ceremonies? 
By  the  contention  of  different  denominations  for  their  own  pecu¬ 
liar  fentiments,  as  though  thefe  were  the  common  doblrine  of  fai~ 
vation?  What  ufurpation  is  this?  Zeai  is  a  Chriflian  grace:  But 
let  it  be  according  t:o  knowledge;  otherwife  we  flght  againfl  God, 
while  we  think  to  do  him  fervice.  We  may  not  be  indifferent  of 
cold  in  his  caufe;  nor  may  we  offend  his  children.  The  further 
we  condefcend  in  things  harmlefs,  the  greater  profped  is  there  that 
ve  may  correbt  any  unhappy  miflakes  of  others;  and  gain  them 
over  to  the  truth.  Should  we  be  miitaken  in  thinking  them  to  be 
good  Chriflian s,  will  charity  be  imputed  as  a  fault?  Should  they 
be  really  luch,  and  yet  anathematized  by  us,  it  had  been  better  that 
a  milHtone  were  hung  about  our  neck,  and  we  call  into  the  fea. 

.  ^r.] °f  fuperior  rank,  abilities  and  piety  peculiarly  promote 
oie  Uiruban  improvement  of  others,  by  attention  to  their  particular 
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Imprefled  with  thefe  confiderations,  the  difcU 
pies  o t  the  bldTed  Jefus  will  take  much  pains  for 
the  union  ^.nd  edification  of  his  church,  the  con-* 
formation  or  its  members,  and  enlargement  of  its 
boundaries,  ihey  will  rejoice  when  the  uni ver- 
la"  church  profpers,  and  will  lament  corruptions 
and  divifions.  They  wifh  to  promote  the  fpirit 
oi  Chriftianity  rather  than  any  one  form  of  pro- 
ieffion.  For  they  believe  that  there  may  be  the 
power  of  godlinefs  under  different  forms. 

Particular  Chriftian  focieties  have  many  oppor-* 
tunities  by  love  to  ferve  one  another.  A  regular 
difcharge  of  their  mutual  duties  would  promote 
the  common  caufe  of  the  gofpel.  Being  children 
of  God  without  rebuke ,  in  the  midjl  of  a  crooked  and  per- 
verfe  nation ,  they  would  at  leaft  cut  off  occafion 
from  fuch  as  feek  it,  and  may  be  inftrumental  in 
fuming  ffnners  from  the  error  of  their  way.  Keep¬ 
ing  the  unity  of  the  fpirit,  their  prayers  for  the 
profperity  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  will  be  more  fer¬ 
vent,  and  afcend  with  greater  acceptance.  The 

temper  and  circumftances,  mifapprehenfions  and  prejudices.  He 
muff  be  an  unfkiliid  pdot,  who  oppofeth  the  current  “  when  the 
“  tide  runs  high  in  the  channel,  inftead  of  coafling  it  along  the 
**  fhore,  which  is  the  fhorteil  and  fafeft  way  to  the  point  he  would 
gain/7 

It  better  becomes  us  to  fludy  the  fpirit  of  our  religion,  to  culti¬ 
vate  it  in  ouifeives  and  promote  it  in  others,  than  to  bind  heavy  bur¬ 
dens ,  and  lay  them  on  our  fellow-fervants.  Thofe  who  are  as  a  city 
on  an  hill,  mould  be  lights  in  the  world.  The  truth  or  importance 
of  doctrines  in  religion  muft  be  ellimated  by  their  pra&ical  indu- 
ence.  Confequently,  that  fyftem  is  wrong,  which  is  prejudicial  to 
holinefs,  peace  and  love.  It  is  immaterial  whether  we  do  or  do 
not  fee  wherein  the  fophiftry  lies :  Being  contrary  to  holinefs  we 
rnuft  reject  it. 
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falutary  influence  of  their  Chriftian  fpirit  would 
fpread.  By  their  means  the  gofpel  would  run  and 
be  glorified,  while  they  would  experience  the  plea- 
fure  of  brethren  dwelling  together  in  unity.  We 
may  whenever  we  will,  and  in  various  ways,  do 
good  to,  and  receive  good  from,  the  body  of  pro- 
feffors  with  whom  we  flatedly  worfhip.  But  if 
Chriftian  charity  be  wanting,  the  nearer  our  con¬ 
nexion,  and  the  more  conftant  our  intercourfe,  the 
more  prejudicial  to  our  fpiritual  interefts.  Being 
members,  not  only  of  the  fame  general  body  of 
Chrift,  but  more  nearly  connected  aifo  by  the  fame 
form  of  profeflion,  and  attending  Chriflian  infti- 
tutions  together,  the  members  of  particular  church¬ 
es  have  fpecial  advantage  to  inftrud,  exhort,  watch 
over,  admonifh  and  comfort  one  another.  Church¬ 
es  divided  cannot  fland,  any  more  than  kingdoms 
or  families. 

Whenever  we  meet  to  record  the  dying  love  of 
our  Redeemer,  we  profefs  our  charity  to  one  an¬ 
other,  as  well  as  our  faith  in  him.  Hence  the  fa- 
cred  fupper  is  called  the  communion  of  the  body 
and  blood  of  Chrift,  Our  general  temper,  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  one  another,  fliould  therefore  be  fuch  as 
wiH  difpofe  us  for  feliowfhip  in  breaking  of  bread 
and  prayers.  The  crcis  of  Chrift  is  defigned  to 
flay  all  enmity,  pride  and  felf-fufiiciency  in  man. 
If  thefe  have  pofleflion  of  our  hearts  when  we  meet 
at  his  table,  our  coming  together  muft  be  for  the  worfe . 
not  for  the  better .  When  Chrift  is  fet  forth  as  cru- 
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ci fled  before  our  eyes,  ouf  brotherly  love,  as  well 
as  our  love  to  God  and  gratitude  to  the  Saviour, 
fiiould  kindle  into  a  flame,  which  the  floods  of 
temptation  cannot  quench*  When  we  remem¬ 
ber  how  we  have  been  loved,  can  we  love  too 
much  ?  When  we  remember  how  much  is  forgiv¬ 
en  us  for  Chrift’s  fake,  can  we  forgive  too  much  ? 
Shall  we  be  indulgent  to  our  own  faults,  and  fe- 
vere  to  the  faults  of  others?  Our  Lord  prayed  for 
them  that  crucified  him.  Father,  forgive  them .  He 
made  the  only  plea  that  could  extenuate  their  fin: 
"They  know  not  what  they  do.  Are  we  confcious  to 
no  faults  in  ourielves  ?  Thou  who  canft  fay  that 
thou  art  finlefs,  go  and  judge  thy  brother. 

Have  we  never  difeovered,  that  we  have  em¬ 
braced  wrong  opinions  ?  That  time  and  opportu¬ 
nity,  change  of  fituation  and  circumfiances,  have 
changed^  our  views  ?  That  we  have  contradicted 
ourfelves  ?  If  we  have  not  made  this  difeovery,  we 
mu  ft  have  been  deficient  in  examining.  If  we 
have  often  found  that  we  have  erred,  can  we  make 
no  allowance  for  others  ?  Or  are  we  fure  that  they 
now  err  more  than  we  do  ourfelves  ?  Our  want  of 
charity  may  be  as  criminal  at  leaf!  as  their  mifiake 
in  judgment.  On  a  change  of  circumfiances  wreA 
perhaps,  fhoula  fee  as  they  fee.  Why  then  do  we 
marvel,  that  they  do  not  fee  as  we  do  ? 

Good  and  needful  is  St.  Paul’s  advice  to  every 
profellbr,  not  to  think  of  himfelf  more  highly  than  he 
ought ,  but  foberly .  Having  different  talents  and 
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opportunities,  let  us  confider  one  another  to  provoke 
unto  love  and  good  works.  As  members  of  one  body, 
having  different  offices,  let  us  make  no  fchifm  in 
it,  either  by  cutting  off  others  from  it,  or  feparat- 
ing  ourfelves  without  caufe  from  other  members. 
So  far  as  any  profeffors  do  either  of  thefe,  they 
have  not  the  fpimt.  Let  us  build  up  one  another 
on  our  moll  holy  faith,  keeping  ourfelves  in  the 
love  of  God,  and  praying  for  the  peace  of  Jerufa- 

lem.  Jerufalem  is  builded  as  a  city  that  is  compabl 
together. 

i Hk  1 

Extraordinary  and  ordinary  gifts  have  been  be- 
ffovved  for  the  edification  of  the  body  of  Chrift, 
till  we  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  toe  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the 
meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift.  The 
ledeemed  of  the  Lord,  brought  to  glory,  will  make 
up  one  fociety  with  angels  who  have  minifiered 
for  their  falvation.  Behold  the  bleffed  fociety  in 
heaven,  each  one  made  perfea  in  love.  There  Paul 
and  Barnabas  have  no  diffention.  Tire  ffins  of 
Zebedee  incur  not  the  indignation  of  their  fellow- 
apofiles  by  alking  for  precedence.'  Chrifiians  do 
not  think  it  reprehenfible  that  their  brethren  did 
not  follow  them.  1  hey  fee  how  much  they  were 
miftaken  in  attempting  to  propagate  their  maf- 
ter’s  religion  by  th  cfword,  or  calling  for  fire  from 
heaven  for  the  purpofe.  They  who  might  enter¬ 
tain  the  idea  of  a  pure  church  on  earth,  and  took 
pains  to  feparate  the  tares  from  the  wheat,  there  at 
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leaft  know,  that  it  is  the  province  of  the  omni- 

fcient  judge  to  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things 
that  offend .  Numbers  will  jit  down  in  that  king¬ 
dom,  while  fome  who  wou'd  have  excluded  them, 
fhall  be  thrujl  out .  There  Ephraim  doth  not  envy 
Judah i  nor  Judah  vex  Ephraim .  The  mutual  pre¬ 
judices,  mi  hakes  and  offences  among  different 
dalles,  and  even  among  brethren  of  the  fame  foci- 
ety,  on  earth,  are  laid  afide  in  heaven,  as  the  follies 
and  difputes  of  childhood  are  when  we  attain  to 
manhood.  Doubtlefs  many  will  meet  in  that 
world  of  love,  on  terms  of  perfect  friend  fhip,  who 
cannot  worfhip  together  in  this  world;  who,  per¬ 
haps,  mutually  jhut  the  kingdom  againft  each  other. 
That  name  which  diflinguifhed  the  difciples  at 
Antioch,  the  only  name  whereby  we  muft  be  fav- 
ed,  this  name,  and  not  another,  will  there  be  cele¬ 
brated  by  all  the  cholen  and  faithful.  Worthy  is  the 
lamb  that  wasjlain>  to  receive  power ,  and  riches ,  and 
wifdom>  and  jlrengthi  and  honor ,  and  glory  and  bl effing* 
Amen. 


SERMON  XLV. 


A  CHRISTIAN  CHARAC  TER  the  best 
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Paftor  of the  firftCongregationalChurchjNew-Haven.Conneaicut, 

I  Peter,  iii.  15,  j6.' 

But  Janclify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts :  And  he 
ready  always  to  give  an  anfwer  to  every  man  that 
ajketh  you  a  reafon  oj  the  hope  that  is  in  you,  with 
meeknejs  and  fear ;  Having  a  good  confcience ;  that 
whereas  they /peak  evil  of  you,  as  of  evil  doers ,  they 
may  be  ajhamed  that  falfely  accufe  your  good  conver ~ 
fation  in  Chriji. 

OT.  PETER  begins  this  chapter  with  parti- 
^  cular  directions  for  the  conduct  of  Chriftian 
profeffois  in  fondry  relations.  ITe  proceeds  to  a 
general  exhortation  refpeCting  their  treatment  of 
one  another.  Finally,  he  ye  all  of  one  mind,  having 
compajfm  one  of  another,  love  as  brethren,  be  pitiful, 
be  courteous;  not  rendering  evil  for  evil;  but  contrarU 
wife,  blejftng.  To  enforce  this  general  and  that 
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more  particular  advice,  he  ufeth  the  following  ar¬ 
gument  :  For  he  that  will  love  life ,  and fee  good  days , 
let  him  refrain  his  tongue  from  evil ,  and  his  lips  that 
they  [peak  no  guile.  Let  him  efchew  evil,  and  do  good  j 
lei  him  feek  peacey  and  enfue  it.  For  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord  are  over  the  righteous ,  and  his  ears  are  open  to 
their  prayers  ;  hut  the  face  of  the  Lord  is  againft  them 
that  do  evil.  And  zvho  is  he  that  will  harm  you ,  if  ye 
he  followers  of  that  which  is  good  ?  Should  any  be  fo 
unreafonable  as  to  perfecute  them  for  righteouf- 
nefs’  fake,  the  apoftle  befeecheth  them,  be  not 
difmayed  by  the  rage  of  the  perfecutor;  but  fantli- 
fy  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts :  And  be  ready  always 
to  give  an  anfwer  to  every  man  that  afketh you  a  rea~ 
fon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you ,  with  vie  eknefs  and  fear , 

/ 

The  meaning  is  not,  that  Chriftians  fhould  en¬ 
ter  on  the  defence  of  the  principles  of  their  religi¬ 
on,  whenever  or  by  whomfoever  demanded.  They 
may  not  cad  pearls  before  fwine.  They  fhould 
be  always  furniihed  with  a  fatisfadlory  reaforr  for 
that  hope,  which,  in  cafe  of  perfecution,  will  jus¬ 
tify  them  in  facrificing  the  profpe&s  of  life,  and 
life  itfelf.  Unbelievers  might  call  it  folly  and 
madnefs  to  con  fen  t  to  fuch  a  facrifice.  Having 
no  hope  themfelves,  they  would  fuppofe  there 
could  be  no  poffible  compenfation  for  the  lofs  of 
the  world.  But  our  faith  contains  the  hope  of 
eternal  life,  and  therefore  overcomes  the  world. 
Conlidering  the  felf- denial  it  requires,  we  have  oc- 
calion  to  be  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  faith,  lit 
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iov^  to  the  truth.  The  apoftle  here  Inflruds  us9 
that  the  beft  reaion  we  can  give  of  a  well- founded 
hope,  is,  a  temper  and  conduct  formed  on  the 
principles,  maxims  and  profpe&s  of  Chriftianity, 
and  the  pattern  of  its  author.  Sanctify  the  Lord 
God  in  your  hearts — having  a  good  confcience—a  good 
converfation  in  Chrifl.  Profeffors  would  thus  be  air¬ 
ways  able  and  prepared  to  make  a  rational  defence 
of  their  hope.  This  would  be  a  good  anfvver  to 
every  one  who  might  afk  a  reafon  of  it.  Thus 
the  foes  to  their  religion,  inftead  of  having  matter 
of  accufation  againft  it  and  them,  may  approve 
and  venerate  both* 

Be  ready  to  give  an  anfwer  to  every  one  that  ajketh 
a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you.  This  may  be  un- 
derftood,  either,  firfl ,  of  an  enquiry  into  the  gene¬ 
ral  evidences  of  our  religion:  Or  fecondiy,  the 
grounds  of  our  own  hope  of  falvation,  admitting 
the  truth  of  Chriftianity.  Thefe  are  different  en¬ 
quires.  Thofe  who  profefs  Chriftianity  may  in¬ 
dulge  a  falfe  hope :  Its  truth  depends  not  on  the 
chara&er  of  its  profeffors.  Since  then  the  apoftle 
fpeaks  of  fuch  an  anfwer  to  the  enquirer,  as  will 
evidence  our  own  hope  to  be  founded  on  a  rock, 
the  words  may  be  a  direction  how  to  anfwer  fuch 
as  afk  a  reafon  of  our  perional  hope,  grounded  on 
the  Chriftian  profeftion.  A  fatisfaclory  anfwer 
may  be  given  why  we  fuppofe  the  religion  of  jefus 
to  be  true,  while  we  ourfelves  hear  his  fayings,  but 
do  them  not,  and  therefore,  build  on  the  fand.  Now 
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while  our  own  hope  is  that  of  the  hypocrite,  we  do 
not  give  luch  rea/on  of  it,  as  we  are  here  command¬ 
ed  to  give.  A  Chriftian  character,  is  the  only  evi¬ 
dence  of  that  hope,  which  maketh  not  afhamed. 

% 

What  I  therefore  propofe  for  prefent  difcuffion 
is  this  point,  that  a  Chrifhan  character  is  the  beft 
commendation,  and  defence  of  the  Chriftian  reli-» 

giom  f 

Fir  if.  This  is  the  moft  important  evidence  to 

ourf elves ♦ 

Whatever  moral  evidence  we  may  have  of  the 
truth  of  Chriftianity — how  well  perfuaded  foever 
we  may  be  of  its  truth,  fpeculatively  confidered,  it 
is  of  no  moment,  uniefs  we  have  found  it,  in  our 

own  experience,  the  wifdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of 
God — uniefs  he  hath  Jhined  in  our  heart  with  the  light 
of  the  knowledge  of  his  glory  in  Ghrijl.  Separate  from 
this  fanctifying  influence  of  the  gofpel— this  in- 
ward  witnefs  of  its  truth,  our  faith  is  no  other 
than  a  barren  (peculation.  A  good  confcience  is  ne- 
cefiary  to  our  own  hope  in  Chrift,  if  not  to  our 
defending,  by  way  of  argument,  the  foundation 
principles  of  his  religion,  and  his  divine  million. 
Arguments  in  defence  of  Chriftianity  have  moft 
force,  and  appear  with  beft  grace,  when  they  come 
from  fuch  as  fhew,  that  they  believe  it  themfelves, 
and  think  it  important,  by  exemplifying  the  fpirit 
of  it.  This  is  our  rejoicing,  the  tefimony  of  cur  con - 
fcience ,  that  in  Jimplicity  and  godly  fincerity ,  not  with 
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fiefoly  wifdom ,  but  by  the  grace  of  God ,  we  have  cur 
converfation  in  the  world. 

Indeed,  a  good  underftanding  of  the  doftrine  of 
Chrift,  may  much  depend  on  men’s  love  to  the 

truth.  When  their  deeds  are  evil,  they  love  darknefs 
rather  than  light.  But  every  one  that  doth  truth,  com- 
eth  to  the  light.  This  might  be  one  reafon  of  the 
injunction,  Sanblify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts. — 
Such  as  thus  fandtify  him,  will  probably  be  better 
furnifhed  with  the  evidences  of  Chriftianity;  bet¬ 
ter  able  to  give  a  reafon  why  they  believe  it.  Q_ 
ther  things  being  equal,  their  knowledge  of  it  and 
its  evidences  will  be  clearer.  At  leaf!  they  Thai! 
not  be  left  to  any  fatal  jniftakes.  Whereas  thofe 
who  receive  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  but  have  pica- 
fur  e  in  unrighteeufnefs ,  are  given  over  to  believe  a  lie. 

Suppofe  the  religion  of  Jefus  is  improved  as  a 
means  of  opening  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  of  un (top¬ 
ping  the  ears  of  the  deaf,  of  quickening  the  dead ; 
js  not  this  the  juft  inference,  that  an  inftitution 
thus  honored  and  bleffed  is  from  heaven?  Doth 
our  faith  make  the  children  of  wrath,  partakers  of  a 
divine  nature?  Doth  it  afford  the  peace  which paf- 
feth  underfunding?  the  hope  which  is  as  an  anchor 
to  the  foul?  From  this  renovation  after  the  divine 
image,  this  peace  and  hope,  may  it  not  be  fafel y 
concluded;  that  the  gofpel,  which  is  the  mean  of 
fuch  a  change,  fuch  joy  in  believing,  fuch  a  lively 
hope;  is  the  wifdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  God? 
If  Jefus  was  not  the  light  of  the  world,  the  Chrift 
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of  God;  who  hath  delivered  them  from  the  power 
ofdarknefs?  Who  hath  redeemed  them  from  the 
prefent  evil  world?  From  the  power  of  fatan  and 
fin?  From  the  bondage  to  which  they  muft  other- 
wife  nave  been  fubjedted  through  fear  of  death? 
1  hey  could  not  deliver  themfelves.  The  god  of 
this  world  could  not  deliver  them :  He  is  not  di¬ 
vided  againft  himfelf.  If  then,  their  faith  over¬ 
comes  the  world,  and  triumphs  in  death,  the  ex¬ 
cellency  of  the  power  is  of  God.  It  is  a  teftimo- 
ny  to  the  truth  or  the  gofpel,  that  they  are  made 
meet  for  heaven,  and  account  the  fufferings  of 
time  unworthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  to 
be  revealed.  In  the  feal  of  the  fpirit  the  Chrifti— 
an  hath  the  earneft  of  his  inheritance  above  and 
the  belt  reafon  for  his  hope. 

Secondly ,  The  Chriflian  character  is  the  befl 
evidence  others  can  have  that  our  hope  is  well- 
founded. 

It  comforts  and  edifies  our  fellow-difciples.  They 
have  good  reafon  for  their  charitable  judgment  of 
us  when  they  behold  our  good  converfation  in 
Chrifb  They  rejoice  beholding  his  image  in  us. 
We  fhew  them  that  our  religion  is  not  in  word, 
but  in  power.  They  glorify  God  for  his  grace  in 
us,  and  are  encouraged,  (Lengthened,  and  quick¬ 
ened  by  our  example.  Our  Lord  hath  left  his 
difciples  this  rule  by  which  to  judge  profeflors — 
By  their  fruits  ye  Jhall  know  them .  Times  of  perle- 
cution,  fuch  as  the  primitive,  beft  fhew  who  are 
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flncere,  and  who  are  hypocrites.  But  the  general 
rule  of  trial  is  the  fame  in  all  times.  Th e  fruits  of 
the  fpirit  fhew  the  hopes  of  profeffors  to  be  well- 
founded;  the  works  of  the  flejh ,  fhew  their  founda¬ 
tion  to  be  falfe.  Every  grace  may,  indeed,  be 
counterfeited;  But  till  the  counterfeit  appears,  it 
mud  be  received  as  genuine.  We  fhall  not  be  con¬ 
demned  by  our  judge  for  the  charity  which  tifinh - 
eth  no  evil ,  which  hopeth  all  things . 

¥ hey  who  fear  the  Lord,  f peak  often  one  to  another » 
No  doubt  their  difcourfe  frequently  turns  on  the 
hope  that  is  in  them,  and  the  grounds  of  that  hope. 
Thus  they  take fweet  counfel  together . 

But  the  apoftle,  in  exhorting  Chridians  to  he 
ready  always  to  give  an  anfwer  to  every  man  that  ajk - 
eth  a  reafon  of  their  hope ,  feems  not  to  have  fo  much 
in  his  view  the  anfwer  they  diould  give  to  one  an - 
other ,  as  to  unbelievers ;  to  them  that  are  without.— 
And  he  intimates,  that  a  Chridian  converfation 
would  be  this  anfwer. 

Firftt  To  the  candid  enquirer,  it  would  be  a  fa- 
tisfadlory  reafon. 

Secondly ,  It  would  fiience  the  feeder. 

< Thirdly ,  It  is  an  anfwer  equally  in  the  power  of 
all  fincere  profelTors  to  give. 

Firft  It  mud  be  a  fatisfadiory  anfwer  or  reafon 
to  the  candid  enquirer.  Such  enquirers  admit  the 
principles  of  natural  religion,  and  are  well-wifhers 
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to  the  caufe  of  morality,  and  the  interefts  of  man¬ 
kind.  I  may  add,  they  admit  a  convidtion  of  hu¬ 
man  guilt  and  pollution,  and  the  confequent  ne- 
cdtiues  of  our  nature,  fhofe  who  plead  for  the 
fafficiency  of  human  reafon,  muftyet  acknowledge 
that  fin  and  mifery  are  in  the  world,  and  call  fora 
remedy.  To  fuppofe  that  man  was  originally  creat¬ 
ed  linitil  and  miferable,  confifts  not  with  any  juft 
notions  of  his  creator,  or  a  moral  government.  He 
is,  therefore,  now  in  a  ftate  of  apoftacy.  And  the 
important  queftion  is.  Can  he  be  reftored  ?  Not  a 
fingle  example  can  be  produced  to  (hew,  that  he  hath 
light  and  ftrength  to  reftore  himfelf.  Hath  any  one 
difcovered  by  the  light  of  nature  that  God  will  tor- 
give?  Has  any  one  pointed  out  a  way  of  forgive- 
nefs  whereby  the  guilty  and  condemned  may  find 
reft?  Hath  any  one,  by  the  ftrength  of  nature,  de¬ 
livered  himfelf  from  the  pollution  and  power  of 
fm?  The  wifeft  and  beft  in  the  heathen  world 
knew  not  God,  and  were  add  id!  ea  to  the  grofleft 
forms  of  idolatry. 

But  admitting  that  feme  conjectures  might  be 
made  that  God  would  pardon  fin,  and  afford  his 
aid  to  the  firmer;  (hall  fitch  conjectures  be  com_ 
pared  with  a  declaration  of  tne  way  and  terms  of 
pardon  by  a  meflenger  from  heaven?  Chriftiani- 
ty  lays  claim  to  be  fuch  a  declaration.  Ine  au¬ 
thor  of  it  declared,  that  lie  came  down  from  hea¬ 
ven.  It  is  heiide  our  purpofe  to  enquire,  how  he 
was  approved  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  by  his  nugn- 
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ty  works,  by  his  refurreftion,  and  the  powers 
wherewith  he  endowed  his  firft  difciples.  Nor 
do  we  urge  the  propagation  and  fuccefs  of  the  gof- 
pel>  wherein  the  foolifh  confounded  the  wife,  and 
tne  weak  the  mighty.  Nor  do  we  mention  pro¬ 
phecy,  which  is  the  teftimony  of  Jefus,  and  the 
fulfilment  of  which,  from  age  to  age,  continually 
fupports  and  ftrengthens  the  caufe  of  Chriftianity. 
Neither  do  we  mention  the  internal  frame  of  this 
religion.  Phefe  confiderations  muft  have  much 
weight  with  the  difcermng  and  candid.  But  in 
this  place  let  us  only  attend  to  the  good  converfation 
in  Cbriji ,  of  which  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  and  which 
he  repiefents  as  an  anfwer  to  fuch  as  afk  a  reafort 
of  the  hope  of  Chriftians.  dheir  mailer  was  holy* 
undefiled  and  feparate  from  finners,  meek  and 
lowly,  intent  on  the  glory  of  God  and  good  of 
mankind;  when  reviled,  he  reviled  not  again,  hut 
learnt  obedience  by  what  he  fuffered,  and  feaied 
the  truth  of  his  doctrine  with  his  blood;  They 
have  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  and  follow  his  fteps.  They 
are  blamelefs  and  harmlefs,  children  of  God  with— 
out  rebuke,  and  fliine  as  lights  in  the  world. 
They  do  good  to  all,  as  they  have  opportunity; 
are  patient  in  tribulation,  ftand  fail  in  the  Lord, 
walk  in  love,  and  count  not  life  dear,  fo  that  they 
may  finifh  tneir  courfe  with  joy.  The  whole  af- 
femblage  of  Chriffian  virtues  may  have  no  beauty 
to  minds  overclouded  with  fuperftition,  or  puffed 
up  with  pride.  But  the  fair  examiner,  being  of 

no  party,  wifhing  that  truth,  piety  and  charity  may 
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prevail,  obferving  the  good  converfation  of  the 
profefTors  of  Chriftianity,  their  meeknefs,  humili¬ 
ty  and  charity,  their  patience  in  well-doing,  amidft 
all  temptations  and  dangers,  will  think  well  of 
their  religion,  and  conclude  it  came  from  heaven* 


The  Chriftian  is  not  infenfible  to  the  enjoyments 
and  fuffe rings  of  the  world  :  But  he  fhews  a  com¬ 


parative  indifference  to  thefe,  becaufe  he  hath  hope 
of  immortality.  Having  acquainted  himfelf  with 
God  according  to  the  gofpel,  he  holds  on  his  way* 
through  honor  and  diftionor,  whether  he  abounds 
or  buffers  need,  and  rejoiceth  evermore.  Let  the 
unbeliever  remark  his  ferenity  and  hope,  how  he 
is  more  than  conqueror  in  all  things,  difplaying 
the  beauty  of  holinefs  in  every  relation  and  condi¬ 
tion — Can  the  unbeliever  fuppofe  that  the  ChriC- 
tian  would  thus  live  above  this  world,  if  not  en¬ 


dowed  with  power  from  on  high? — if  not  guided 
by  divine  counfel  ?  If  no  other  than  common  temp¬ 
tation  happens  to  the  Chriftian,  ftill  his  heavenly 
converfation  will  be  a  good  defence  of  his  faith  to 
all  impartial  inquirers.  That  faith  is  doubtlefs 
the  beft,  which  hath  the  belt  effect  on  the  temper 
and  life.  The  world  can  judge  only  from  the 
fruits  of  the  Chriftian  profefiion,  in  different  rela¬ 
tions  and  circumftances  ;  whether  thofe  who  af¬ 


lame  this  profefiion  fa  notify  the  Lord  God  in  their 
hearts.  Shall  it  be  once  fuppofed,  that  the  pat¬ 
tern  ol  undiitembled  piety  angi* universal  cnaiiry 
which  Jefus  exhibited,  and  winch  all  his  true  dii- 
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ciples  copy  in  their  meafure,  could  be  founded  in 
impofture?  It  would  be  unjuft  to  infer,  from  the 
bad  lives  of  profeffing  Chriftians,  that  their  reli¬ 
gion  is  falfe,  unlefs  it  could  be  fluff  fhewn,  that 
their  lives  were  no  worfe  than  their  profeflion.  If 
neither  this,  nor  the  example  of  its  author,  coun¬ 
tenance  fuch  a  life,  then  the  hope  of  thofe  who 
thus  live,  hath  no  fupport  or  encouragement  from 
their  profeflion.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the 
fa  notifying  influence  of  the  gofpel  is  apparent  in 
all  holy  converfation,  will  any  candid  perfon,  any 
one  who  confiders  what  he  owes  to  his  own  cha¬ 
racter,  calumniate  it,  or  fuch  worthy  profeflors  of 
it?  If  the  real  members  of  this  kingdom  are  ci  if- 
tinguifhed  for  righteoufnefs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  doubtlefs  the  kingdom  which  je- 
fus  fet  up  is  divine,  for  God  loveth  righteoufnefs, 
and  hateth  wickednefs.  God  is  love. 

Secondly ,  A  Chriftian  converfation  is  beft  adapt¬ 
ed  to  put  j 'coffers  to  filence.  If  fuch,  walking  af¬ 
ter  their  own  lufls,  will  not  admit  conviction;  yet 
their  mouths  muft  be  flopped,  when  they  have  no 
evil  thing  to  fay  of  profeflors;  when  they  can  only 
fay  of  them,  that  they  are  Chriftians.  If  this  be 
a  reproach,  let  them  glory  in  it;  as  a  pious  man 
of  old,  whofe  determined  enemies  found  no  occa¬ 
sion  againft  him,  except  concerning  the  law  of  his  God . 
In  an  age  when  Chriftianity  is  fet  at  nought,  it  be¬ 
hoves  its  friends  to  cut  off  all  occafio'n  of  offence. 
This  they  will  beft  do  by  imbibing  the  fpirit,  and 


walking  in  the  fteps  of  their  matter.  This  will 
be  a  conftant  reprehenfion  of  the  fcoffer.  While 
he  employs  ridicule,  to  Ilia  me  them  out  of  their 
religion,  he  may  be  put  to  ftiame  by  their  exem¬ 
plary  life.  At  leaft  this  is  the  moft  probable  mean 
of  putting  gainfayers  to  ftlence.  UndilTembled 
piety  and  goodnefs  command  efteem  and  rever¬ 
ence.  I  he  Chriftian  virtues  of  meeknefs,  pa¬ 
tience,  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  love  of  enemies,  ren¬ 
dering  good  for  evil,  are  fo  amiable,  that  thofe 
who  have  no  pretenfions  to  them  cannot  but  com¬ 
mend  them  in  others.  By  an  emulation  to  dif- 
play  this  excellent  chara&er,  the  Chriftian  takes, 
from  a  foe  to  religion  all  his  armor .  Or  fuppofe 
the  foe  to  be  fo  fhamelefs  and  hardened;  fo  im- 
merfed  in  fenfuality,  or  fo  wife  in  his  own  eyes^ 
that  even  inch  a  reafon  as  this,  in  behalf  of  the 
Chriftian  hope,  doth  not  reform  or  convince; 
Suppofe  that  the  ftiafts  of  raillery  are  ftill  pointed 
agamft  Chriftianity,  and  its  friends :  In  what  way 
can  thefe  drafts  be  avoided  or  repelled;  if  not  in, 
that  of  which  we*  fpeak  ?— ' The  way  which  the  a- 
poftle  fo  earneftly  recommends?  With  this  armors 
the  Chriftian  will  ftand  collected  and  firm.  None 
of  the  weapons  of  the  reviler  can  hurt  him.  From 
diftblute  manners,  or  fpeculative  pride,  men  hate 
the  light.  When  one  cavil  is  anfwered,  they  have 
others  at  hand.  It  fully  accounts  for  their  unbe¬ 
lief,  that  they  wifh  Chriftianity  not  true.  But 
wifdom  is  juJUfied  of  her  children.  The  weapons  of 
their  warfare  are  mighty,  and  pull  down  all  ftrong 
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holds.  When  the  gofpel  apparently  hath  this  ef¬ 
fect,  it  carries  that  evidence,  which  none  but  an 
enemy  to  the  truth,  to  fociety,  and  hmift.f,  will 
gainfay. 

Hence  it  greatly  concerns  all,  who  affume  the 
Chriftian  name,  to  wreft  from  the  hand  of  thq  in¬ 
fidel  the  moil  deadly  weapon  he  hath  to  de- 
firoy  our  faith ;  the  vicious  lives  of  prop ejjbrs.  Here¬ 
by,  Chrift  is  wounded  in  the  houfe  of  his  friends 
more  deeply,  than  by  all  the  reproaches  of  his  open 
enemies.  The  reproaches  of  an  enemy  may  be 
borne;  but  thofe  of  a  friend  fink  deep.  Shall  then 
the  profelled  friends  of  thecrofs  furnifh  its  revilers 
with  matter  of  reproach?  God  forbid  ! 

Thirdly,  The  defence  of  Chriftianity,  which  our 
fubjed  recommends,  is  equally  in  the  power  of  all 
fincere  profeflbrs.  It  depends  not  on  great  abili¬ 
ties,  or  any  exterior  diftinction.  In  this  way  the 
learned  and  ignorant  may  alike  give  a  reafon  of 
their  faith  and  hope.  Simplicity  and  godly  fince- 
rity,  a  converfation,  becoming  the  gofpel,  is  a  cha¬ 
ndler  which  may  be  poffeifed  indifcriminately 
by  men  of  high  and  low  degree,  ol  iuperior  or  in¬ 
ferior  parts,  by  the  rich  and  poor  of  this  world, 
by  every  free-man  and  every  bond-man.  They 
are  not  all  under  advantages  to  make  the  fame  im¬ 
provement  in  this  character;  but  the  reality  ol  it 
is  alike  attainable  by  all  ranks  and  ages.  Far  unto 
every  one  ioal  hathJJoali  l e  given,  and  he  fiali  have  a- 
Hndance.  Every  man  is  accepted  according  to  that  he 
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hath.  Every  one  that  afieth,  receiveth.  The  apof- 
tle’s  exhortati  on  in  the  text  belongs,  therefore,  to  all 
who  affume  the  Chriftian  profeffion.  Througli  the 
divine  influences,  which  ever  accompany  the  gof- 
pel  difpenfation,  they  may  fanClify  the  Lord  God 
in  their  hearts,  keep  a  good  confcience,  and  walk 
worthy  of  their  holy  vocation.  Grace  is  neither 
reftricted  to,  nor  doth  follow,  diftinCtion  of  birth, 
talents,  education,  or  fortune.  Are  the  wife,  migh¬ 
ty  and  noble,  and  only  fuch,  called,  and  chofens 
and  faithful?  All  are  alike  infufficient  of  them- 
felves.  But  God  w'orketh  in  us  to  will  and  to  do 
of  his  good  pleafure.  This  is  an  argument  to  all 
to  work  out  their  falvation  wdth  fear  and  trem¬ 
bling.  The  angel  faid  to  Gideon,  The  Lord  is  with 
thee ,  thou  mighty  man  of  valor,  go  in  this  thy  might. — • 
This  language  may  be  accommodated  to  the  work 
of  our  falvation. 

The  fceptic  may  throw  objections  in  the  way  of 
a  fincere  Chriftian,  which  the  latter  cannot  anfwer. 
But  if  he  hath  not  talents  to  reply  to  fpeculative 
difficulties,  his  Chriftian  life  is  abetter  defence: 
It  fhews  that  his  religion  is  the  power  of  God  to  fal¬ 
vation.  What  would  the  obieftor  more?  Would 
any  reafoning,  however  ftrong,  convince,  if  this 
doth  not?  Suppofe  you  underftood  all  myfteries, 
and  all  knowledge,  and  could  fpeak  with  the 
tongue  of  feraphs ;  but  are  deilitute  of  the  fpirit  of 
Chrifffanity, could  you  fo  effectually  plead  its  cauie 
as  one  whofe  life  adorns  it?  Could  you  fhew  that 
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your  own  hope  is  well-founded?  If  not,  how  could 
you  give  a  reafon  of  your  hope?  It  is  a  reafon  of 
this  which  is  aiked.  Your  anfwer,  then,  muft  be 
fuch  as  (hall  afford  the  enquirer  grounds  to  believe 
that  you  are  a  real  Chriffian.  You  muft  fhew  him 
by  your  example,  that  Chriftianity  is  the  wifdom 
from  above  y  fir  ft  pure ,  then peace  able ,  gentle ,  and  eafy  to 
he  entreated ,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits ,  without 
partiality ,  and  without  hypocrify . 

On  the  whole:  The  real  Chriffian  the  wit - 

nefs  in  himfelf  that  his  religion  is  true,  and  there¬ 
fore  rejoiceth  in  hope.  He  edifies,  comforts, and 
ftrengthens  his  brethren.  He  fatisfies  the  ingenu¬ 
ous  enquirer.  He  takes  the  fureft  method  to  flop 
the  mouth  of  calumny.  But  the  formal  profeflor* 
in  proportion  to  the  excellency  of  the  religion  he 
profefleth,  experiences  felf-reproaches  on  account 
or  his  oppofition  to  it  in  heart  and  life.  Fie  can 
have  no  other  than  a  fluctuating  hope.  Winds 
and  ftorms  will  fhake  and  overthrow  his  founda¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  ftumbling  to  good  men.  He  tempts 
the  enquirer  to  fufpeCt  the  truth  of  Chriftianity. 
He  minifters  occafion  of  triumph  to  the  infidel 
and  fcoffer.  It  muft  needs  he  that  offences  will  come s 
hut  wee  to  him,)  by  whom  they  come . 

Our  religion  inftruCts  us  to  be  wife  as  ferpents, 
and  harmlefs  as  doves;  to  become  all  things  to  all 
men,  io  far  as  integrity  will  permit.  Chriffian 
candor,  condefcenfion  and  benignity,  meeknefs  of 
wifdom,  patience  and  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  con- 
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duce  to  remove  prejudices  againft  Chriftianity,  and 
to  give  all  ranks  and  characters  honorable  thoughts 
of  it  and  its  friends.  If  a  temper  and  condud  fo 
irreprehenfihle  and  beneficent,  fhould  not  exempt 
either  it  or  them  from  perfecution,  ftill  they  muff 
Hold  faft  faith  and  a  good  confcience.  Whatever 
the  opinion  or  treatment  of  the  world  may  be,  the 
approbation  of  God  and  hope  in  Chrift  are  to  be 
regarded  at  any  expence.  Do  thofe  fandify  God 
in  their  hearts,  who,  terrified  by  the  peifecutcr, 
fvverve  finally  from  the  faith?  Doubtlefs  the  good 
Chriftian  will  perfevere.  Looking  to  Jefus  who 
endured  the  erofs,  he  will  not  revolt  through  per- 
turbation  of  mind;  but  do  and  fuller  for  him,  not 
fearing  them  that  kill  the  body.  Surely  then  he 
will  ftand  fafi  in  the  Lord,  and  bring  forth  fruit 
with  patience,  when  no  fuch  days  of  tribulation 
attend  his  profeflion.  Animated  by  the  example 
of  Chrift  and  hope  in  him,  having  experienced  the 
power  of  his  refurred  ion,  being  made  conforma¬ 
ble  to  his  death,  temptations  will  be  refilled^ 
whether  from  inward  corruption,  or  the  cuftoms  of 
the  world,  or  the  fpirits  of  wickednefs  in  high 
places.  With  the  advantage  of  the  beft  rules,  the 
brighteft  example,  exceeding  great  and  precious 
prormfes,  the  real  Chriftian  s  path  fhines  more 
and  more.  Blejfed  is  the  man  that  endureth  tempt  a * 
tion :  For  when  he  is  tried  he  jhaii  receive  a  crown  of 
life . 

We  proceed  to  the  lifts  of  the  preceding  dift 
courfe* 
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Firft,  Every  profeflor  of  the  gofpel,  fhould  ac¬ 
quaint  himfelf,  according  to  his  ability  and  oppor¬ 
tunity,  with  the  principal  evidences  of  the  religion 
on  which  his  eternal  hopes  are  built.  Common 
Chriftians  have  faculties  and  means  to  judge  in 
this  cafe.  They  cannot  negledl  their  faculties  and 
advantages,  and  be  guiltlefs.  The  facred  oracles 
are  before  them,  and  exhibit  evidence  which  can 
be  apprehended  by  men  of  plain  fenfe*  The  faith 
of  every  Chriftian  fhould  Hand  in  the  power  of 
God,  not  in  the  wifdom  of  man.  One  is  our  maf- 
ter,  even  Chrift.  An  effedtual  way  to  eftablifh  er¬ 
ror  and  tyranny  is  to  demand.  Have  any  of  the  rulers 
believed  otherwife? 


Again ,  In  giving  a  reafon  of  our  hope,  it  behoves 
us  to  have  particular  regard  to  the  apoftle  s  direc¬ 
tion.  He  diredts  us  to  do  it  with  meeknefs  and  fear. 

We  fhall  thus  exprefs  our  fenfe  of  the  nature  and 
importance  of  Chriftianity.  Its  author  was  meek 
and  lowly.  Its  caufe  is  the  caufe  of  purity,  unity 
and  charity.  Its  difciples  are  known  by  their  love 
to  one  another.  They  know  not  what  fpirit  they 
are  of,  when  they  think  to  propagate  their  religion 
by  coercion.  This  is  not  to  anfwer  with  meek¬ 
nefs  and  fear:  It  is  not  to  fandtify  the  Lord  God 
in  our  hearts.  We  may  contend ,  yea,  we  may  con¬ 
tend  earneftly ,  for  the  faith  delivered  to  the  faints; 
and  yet  preferve  the  fpirit  of  love,  humility  and 
condefcenfion,  which  diftinguifhed  the  author 

of  our  faith.  The  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the 
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righteo'ufnefs  of  God.  How  hath  Chriftknity  bserl 
d chafed  by  the  emulations,  reparations  and  enmi¬ 
ties  of  its  piofeffors?  the  warmth  of  their  difputes? 
tne  absurd,  licentious  and  impious  doctrines  for 
which  they  have  contended?  The  common  caufe 
hath  been  iacrificed  to  proielyting  zeal — a  zeal  for 
peculiar  modes  and  human  fyftems. 

I  lie  friends  of  Chriftianity  fhouid  endeavor,  by 
their  good  converfation  in  Thrift,  to  edify  and 
build  up  one  another;  to  compel  thofe  to  come  in¬ 
to  h is  church,  who  believe  in  him,  but  negledl  to 
confefs  him  •  and  to  convince  unbelievers.  The 
unworthy  carriage  of  communicants  is  a  great 
hindrance  to  the  free  courfe  of  the  gofpel.  Their 
own  hope  in  Thrift,  his  honor,  and  the  fpiritual 
intefefts  of  others  are  nearly  concerned  in  their 
walking  worthy  of  their  vocation.  Suppofe  feme 
vigilant  enemy  ready  to  make  the  molt  of  our 
faults,  that  he  might  ruin  our  reputation ;  what 
would  he  (ingle  out,  were  he  fully  acquainted  with 
our  character?  Let  us  examine,  amend  the  paft, 
and  be  more  circumfpect  for  the  future. 

'  4 

Further,  we  infer  the  delufion  of  thofe  whofe 
hope  and  rejoicing  are  founded  on  tranfient  im- 
preffions, and  imaginary  private  revelations.  Leav¬ 
ing  the  apoftolic  rule  which  hath  now  been  confL 
dered,  and  following  their  own  dreams,  how  can 
fuch  give  a  good  reafon  of  their  hope?  What  proof 
that  there  is  not  a  lie  in  their  right  hand  ?  To  the 
law,  and  to  the  iefimony:  If  they  /peak  not  according 
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to  this  wordy  there  is  no  light  in  them.  The  teftimo- 
ny  of  a  well-informed  confidence  to  our  good  con- 
verfation  in  Chrift,  is  the  fcriptural  ground  of 
hope  and  joy  in  him. 

Again,  if  Chriftianity  be  true,  it  is  rejected  at 
an  iminite  hazard.  It  treats  of  the  recovery  of  a 
loft  world.  It  promifes  pardon,  grace  and  glory 
to  them  that  repent  and  believe :  it  denounceth 
the  wrath  of  God,  everlafting  deftruftion,  on  the 
impenitent  and  unbelieving.  If  this  religion  be 
true,  there  is  falvation  in  no  other  than  Jefus  Ghrift. 
If  it  be  not  true,  where  fhall  an  apoftate  world  look 
for  falvation  from  fin  and  wrath  ?  Wherewith  fhall 
they  come  before  the  Lord  ?  What  fhall  they  of¬ 
fer  for  the  fin  of  their  fouls  ?  Suppofe  the  martyrs 
of  Jelus  have  all  been  deluded,  they  might  ftill  be 
far  happier  men  in  life,  and  at  the  doling  feene^ 
than  their  perfecutors.  But  admitting  they  have 
not  been  deluded,  their  fufterings  were  fureiy  un- 
worthy  to  be  compared  with  their  reward  in  hea¬ 
ven.  If  Chriftianity  is  no  fable,  the  difbelief  of 
it  will  be  irretrievable  rum.  Were  its  evidence,' 
therefoie,  much  lefs  than  it  is,  a  wife  man  would 
not  venture  to  reject  it.  There  is  at  leaft  a  pre¬ 
emption,  a  poflibility,  that  it  may  be  true.  It 
can  do  no  man  any  wrong.  The  falvation  it  offers 
is  inconceivably  great.  It  at  leaft  claims  atten¬ 
tion.  Were  the  evidence  for  it  no  greater  than 
that  againft  it,  the  believer  embraceth  the  molt 
fafe  fide.  This  reafon,  were  there  no  other,  will 
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determine  every  wife  man.  The  infidel,  confer 
quently,  is  a  fool.  If  he  reje&s  our  religion  with¬ 
out  examination,  he  difhonors  his  own  underftand- 
ing.  Doth  he  difhonor  it  lefs,  if,  having  afked 
and  received  a  reafon  of  our  hope,  he  is  not  per- 
fuaded  to  be  a  Chriftian  ?  What  objection  can  any 
man  of  reafon  have  to  the  Chriftian  character  J 
Now  upon  this  character  our  text  puts  the  defence 
of  Chriftianity.  Some  of  the  greateft  philofo- 
phers  have  profelfed  it,  and  been  its  brigheft  orna¬ 
ments.  The  defences  of  it,  in  one  age  and  another, 
lhew  that  it  can  boaft  of  friends  who  have  been 
and  are  the  lights  of  the  world.  We  do  not  de¬ 
ny  but  that  men  of  talents  have  embraced  the  fide 
of  infidelity :  But  we  demand  whether  thefe  have 
been  the  friends  of  virtue  and  piety  ?  Whether 
they  have  been  worfhippers  of  God  ?  or  have  not 
rather  lived  without  God  in  the  world?  We  wifh 
that  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift  may  be  fully  ex¬ 
amined.  It  requires  no  other  than  a  reafonable 
fervice.  It  commands  us  to  prove  all  things. 
But  the  infidel,  wife  in  his  own  conceit,  imagines 
his  reafon  can  fathom  the  depths  of  infinite  wif- 
dom.  He  denies  what  he  cannot  fearch  out.  He 
doubts — and  doubts — and  doubts.  At  length  he 
calls  in  queftion  every  thing  without ;  and  laft  of 
all,  his  own  exiftence.  On  men  of  this  call  neith¬ 
er  arguments  nor  example  can  make  impreffion. 

Hope  maketh  not  ajhamed — the  hope  of  thofe  who 
are  juftified  by  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and  have  peace 
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with  God,  in  whofe  hearts  his  love  is  fhed  abroad 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  They  glory  in  tribulation, 
being  fealed  with  that  Holy  Spirit  of  promife, 
which  is  the  earned  of  their  inheritance.  Have 
they  any  reafon  to  be  afraid  or  afhamed  ?  They 
have  put  off  the  old,  and  put  on  the  new  man.’ 
They  were  children  of  wrath,  but  are  now  heirs  of 
glory.  Beholding  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  they  have 
been  changed  into  the  fame  image.  They  once 
knew  not  the  way  of  peace,  but  they  now  know  it, 
becaufe  they  know  whom  they  have  believed,  and 
that  he  will  keep  what  they  have  committed  to 
him.  Angels  applaud  them.  The  Father  of  an¬ 
gels  regards  them  as  his  jewels.  Who  are  they 
that  deride  them?  Men  loft  to  truth  and  virtue* 
honor  and  good  breeding-men  lightly  efteemed 
and  abhorred  by  God — the  heirs  of  fhameand  ever- 
lafting  contempt,  who  at  the  revelation  of  Jefus 
Chrift  will  cry  to  the  rocks  and  mountains  to  hide 
them  from  his  prefence  :  Shall  men  who  deny 
the  Lord  that  bought  them,  and  fay  in  their  heart, 
there  is  no  God— {hall  fuch  make  the  believer  a- 
fhamed  of  that  Saviour  who  endured  the  contra¬ 
diction  of  finners,  defpifing  the  fhame  of  the  crofs, 
for  our  fakes  ?  Rather  rejoice,  O  believer !  and  be 
exceeding  glad,  though  fuch  revile  and  perfecute. 
For  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his.  If  we  be 
dead ,  wejhallalfo  live  with  him .  If  we  f offer >  zve 
fhall  alfo  reign  with  him. 

Finally,  Let  us  examine  clofely  whether  our 
hope  is  that  of  the  heirs  of  promife.  They  all 
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purify  themfelves  as  Chrift  is  pure.  The  mercy 
of  God  in  him  is  the  only  refuge  of  the  guilty; 
Hereby  we  are  entreated  to  prefen t  our  bodies  a 
living  facrifice  holy,  acceptable  to  him.  If  we 
have  pi  den  ted  this  facrifice,  we  are  not  conform¬ 
ed  to  this  world,  but  transformed  by  the  renewing 
of  our  mind.  We  call  Jefus  Chrift  our  hope. 
Are  we  icnlible  of  his  amazing  friend fhip,  and  the 
returns  it  demands?  Are  our  faith  and  love  fuch 
as  many  waters  cannot  quench  ?  Are  we  more 
than  conquerors  through  him  that  loved  us  ?  Do 
we  ftrive  againft  the  fin  that  eafiiy  befets  us,  and 
give  all  diligence  to  make  our  calling  and  election 
fare?  Is  there  no  occafion  of  ftumbling  in  us? 
Are  his  name,  caufe  and  difciples  never  reproach¬ 
ed  through  our  example  ?  Do  we  {hew  Chriftian 
valor  in  their  defence?  Thus  may  we  know7  the 
hope  of  his  calling,  and  the  riches  of  the  glory  of 
his  inheritance  in  the  faints. 

Do  any  mourn  the  removal  of  friends,  who  had 
this  hope  in  life  and  death  ?  What  confolation  is 
this  in  your  grief  ?  Blefs  God  that  you  do  not 
mourn  as  others  who  have  no  hope.  Hear  the 
rod,  and  who  hath  appointed  it.  Gird  up  the 
loins  of  your  mind,  be  fbbcr,  and  hope  unto  the 
end.  Follow  thofe  w7ho  inherit  the  promifes.  Re¬ 
deem  time.  Depend  lefs  on  earthly  comforts.  Set 
your  hope  more  entirely  on  the  promifes  of  Gods 
which  in  Chrift  are  yea,  and  amen.  Learn  a  more 
entire  refignation  to  God.  Look  diligently  left  any 


man  fail  of  his  grace.  Make  fraight  paths  for  your 
feet .  Be  fincere,  and  without  offence  till  the  da y 
of  Chrift;  being  filled  with  the  fruits  of  righte- 
oufnefs,  which  are  by  Jefus  Chrift  unto  the  glory 
and  praife  of  God. 

To  conclude  :  The  foundation  of  God  flandeth 
fure.  Therefore,  if  ye  fuffer  for  righteoufnefV 
fake,  be  not  afraid  of  their  terror,  neither  be  trou¬ 
bled:  Butfanctify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts,  and 
be  ready  always  to  give  an  anfwer  to  every  man  that 
ajketh  you  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you ,  with 
meeknefs  and  fear a 
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2  Corinthians  iii.  T2,  13. 

We  ufe  great  plainnefs  of  fpeech ;  and  not  as  Mofes » 
who  put  a  vail  over  his  face>  that  the  children  of  If- 
rael  could  not  jleadfaftly  look  to  the  end  of  that  which 
is  abolijhed . 

THE  apoftle  fpeaks  not  of  the  writings  of  Mo¬ 
fes  in  general,  much  lefs  of  all  the  ancient 
fcriptures ;  for  in  many  parts  of  them,  as  great 
plainnefs  of  fpeech  is  ufed,  as  in  the  New-Tefta- 
ment.  Moles  was  an  eafy  familiar  author.  His 
hiftory  is  written  with  an  engaging  fimplicity;  and 
his  moral  precepts  are  expreffed  with  perfpicuity 
and  precifion.  The  reference  is  only  to  that  part  of 
the  Mofaic  law,  which  typified  the  Saviour,  Here 
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only  hung  the  vail;  and  here  only  lies  the  comp&<* 
rifon  in  the  text. 

The  appearance  of  the  Son  of  God  in  human 
flefh — his  bufferings  for  the  fins  of  men— his  refur- 
redtion  from  the  dead*  and  the  admiflion  of  Gen¬ 
tiles  *  as  well  as  Jews*  to  a  participation  in  the  benefits 
of  his  mediation*  were  prefigured  by  various  cere¬ 
monies*  as  well  as  foretold  in  prophecy.  Of  thefe 
things  fuch  a  knowledge*  as  was  neceffary  to  faith* 
hope*  and  repentance*  was  attainable  under  the 
Mofaic  difpenfation;  but  a  more  diffindt  know¬ 
ledge  may  be  acquired  under  the  gofpel.  An  event 
in  exittence  will  be  clearer  than  in  prediction.  An 
objedt  in  open  view  will  be  better  underffood* 
than  it  would  be  by  defeription. 

It  is  no  reproach  on  the  Mofaic  writings*  that 
the  way  "of  falvation  could  not  be  fo  perfectly  learnt 
from  them*  as  it  may  from  the  gofpel ;  for  this  dif¬ 
ference  neceffarily  arifes  from  the  different  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  time. 

The  jews,  indeed,  formed  very  unworthy  con¬ 
ceptions  of  the  gofpel  difpenfation.  But  their 
mifapprehenfions  were  principally  owing,  not  to 
the  obfeurity  of  the  Mofaic,  or  prophetic  writings, 
but  to  the  blindnefs  and  prejudice  of  their  own 
minds.  So  the  apoftle  obferves,  in  the  words  fol¬ 
lowing  the  text.  The  children  of  Ifrael  could  not  jlead- 
faftly  look  to  the  end  of  that  which  is  abolijhed;  but 
their  minds  were  blinded:  Tor  unto  this  day  remains 
the  fame  vail  untaken  away,  in  the  reading  of  the  Old 


7 eft  Ament ;  which  vail  is  done  away  in  Chrift.  But 
even  to  this  day,  when  Mojes  is  read,  the  vail  is  upon 
their  heart.  Neverthelefs,  when  it,  Ifrael,  Jhall  turn 
to  the  Lord,  the  vail J hall  he  taken  away. 

The  apoftle  here  declares,  that  the  gofpel  is 
communicated  with  great  plainnefs,  in  diftin&ion 
from  a  figurative  myftical  manner  of  communica¬ 
tion. 

My  defign  is  to  illuftrate  this  point,  and  then  to 
corredl  fome  mifapprehenfions,  which  many  have 
entertained  concerning  it* 

The  gofpel  is  a  revelation  from  God.  The  great 
defign  of  it  is  to  bring  falvation  to  fallen  men,  by- 
teaching  them  the  attainablenefs  of  it — the  way  in 
which  it  was  procured,  and  the  terms  on  which  it 
will  be  granted.  For  the  fame  reafon,  that  God 
would  give  us  a  revelation,  he  moft  certainly  would 
give  us  one  which  may  be  underftood.  A  greater 
affront  can  fcarcely  be  offered  to  the  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  of  God,  than  to  fuppofe  the  gofpel  is 
written  with  fuch  defigned  obfcurity  and  myfti- 
cifm,  in  the  things  which  immediately  concern 
our  duty  and  falvation,  that  it  needs  another  reve¬ 
lation  to  explain  it.  The  apofile,  in  our  text  and 
elfewhere,  moft  exprefsly  declares  the  contrary.— 
We  all,  fays  he,  with  open  face,  behold,  as  in  a  glafs, 
the  glory  of  the  Lord.  Divine  things  are  fo  plainly 
laid  before  us  in  the  gofpel-revelation,  that  we  may 
fee  them  there,  as  a  man  Ices  his  own  face  in  a 
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g!afs.  We  have  renounced  the  hidden  things  of  dif- 
honefy — net  walking  in  craftinefs—not  handling  the 
word  or  Goa  deceitfully;  but,  by  manifejlation  of  the 
ii  mb,  commending  ourfelves  to  every  man  s  confeience 
vi  the  fight  of  God.  It  was  his  earneft  defire  and 
piayer,  ce  that  God  would  open  to  him  a  door  of 
utterance,  to  fpeak  the  myftery  of  Chrift,  that  he 
might  make  it  manifeft,  as  he  ought  to  fpeak.” — 
And  it  was  his  gratitude  and  joy,  that  as  the  word 
cj  God  had  been  made  manifeft  by  the  preaching  com¬ 
mitted  to  him;  fo  the  favor  of  the  knowledge  of  God 
was  manifeft  ed  in  every  place,  by  the  preaching  of  the 
apoftle.  A  clear  and  perfpicuous  manner  of  com¬ 
municating  divine  truths  he  efieemed  to  be  of  fuch 
indifpenfible  necefiity,  that  he  made  it  a  diftindt 
fubject  of  difeourfe  in  his  firft  epiftle  to  the  Corin¬ 
thians.  He  there  inculcates  on  the  public  teach¬ 
ers  in  the  church,  that,  as  they  were  fpeaking  to 
men,  they  were  not  in  the  fpirit  to  fpeak  prophecies; 
but  to  utter  with  the  tongue  things  eafy  to  be  underftood 
> — to  fpeak  in  a  manner  adapted  to  the  underftand- 
ing  of  the  hearers  for  their  edification  and  comfort— > 
to  manifeft  the  truth  fo  clearly  to  the  confeience* 
that  even  the  unlearned  and  unbelievers  may  be  judged 
and  convinced ,  and fo  falling  down  may  worjhip  God . — - 
One*  who  only  fpeaketh  myfteries  in  the  fpirit*  he 
compares  to  a  trumpet*  which*  giving  an  uncertain 
found*  warns  none  to  prepare  for  battle.  And  he 
profeffes*  that  he  had  rather  /peak  five  words  in  the 
church  with  his  under]}  anding,  fo  as  to  teach  others , 
than  ten  thou/and  words  in  an  unknown  tongue >  As 
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he  did,  fo  ought  every  preacher  to  feek  that  he  may 
excel  to  the  edifying  of  the  church. 

In  oppofition  to  certain  myftical  teachers,  who 
early  crept  into  the  Chriftian  church,  the  apoftle 
John  introduces  his  firft  epiftle  with  a  declaration, 
that  he  and  the  other  apofties  had  always  adapted 
their  inftructions  to  the  common  fenfe  and  under- 
Handing  of  mankind.  That  which  we  have  feen 
and  heard ,  and  which  our  hands  have  handled  of  the 
word  of  life,  we  declare  unto  you,  that  ye  may  have fel- 
lowfhip  with  us :  For  the  life  was  manifefted : ,  and  we 
have  feen  it ,  and  we  Jhew  unto  you  that  eternal  life, 
which  was  manifefted  to  us .  rind  thefe  things  we 
write  to  you ,  that  your  joy  may  be  full .  This  then  is 
the  meffagey  which  we  have  heard ,  and  declare  to  you, 
that  God  is  light ,  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs.  /hid  if 
we  fay ,  that  we  have  fellowfhip  with  himy  and  walk  in 
darknefs ,  we  lie ,  and  do  not  the  truth .  And  on  ac¬ 
count  of  that  clear  diftindt  manner,  in  which  the 
facred  oracles  reveal  divine  and  fpiritual  things, 
they  are  called  a  light,  and  compared,  not  only  to 
a  lamp,  which  guides  a  traveller’s  feet  by  night, 
but  to  the  fun,  which  gives  day  to  the  hemifphere, 
and  fheds  light  and  heat  on  thofe  who  fit  under 
his  friendly  beams.  The  heathens,  deftitute  of 
revelation,  are  defcribed  as  fitting  in  darknefs,  and 
in  the  region  and  fnadow  of  death,  and  as  feeking 
the  neareft  objects,  not  by  vilion,  but  by  feeling 
after  them,  if  haply  they  may  find  them.  But  God , 
Viho  commanded  the  light  to  fhme  out  of  darknefs ,  has 
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y  eft  our  eyes  with  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of 
Chrif,  and  has  fined  into  our  hearts  to  give  the  light 
of  the  knowledge  of  his  glory  in  the  face  of  Jefus  who 
is  the  hrigainefs  of  his  glory ,  and  the  exprefs  image  of 
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It  is  not  denied,  that  there  are  fome  things  in 
tkc  feriptores  hard  to  be  underftood.  Prophecies 
In  ilieir  nature,  be  obfcure,  till  they  are  elu- 
,pJ  the  event.  Their  general  intention 
be  obvious,  but  the  particular  circumffances 
of  die  grand  event  foretold  will  remain  unknown, 
till  me  event  itfeif  brings  them  to  view. 

Some  or  the  doflrines  of  religion,  as  the  di  Hi  no¬ 
tion  of  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit  in  one  deity — the 
the  divine  and  human  natures  in  Jefus 
the  refurreftion  of  the  dead,  and  the  in- 
ftant  change  of  thofe  who  ftiall  be  found  alive  at 
the  coming  of  Chrift,  are  too  deep  to  be  fathomed 
by  the  line  of  human  intellecft.  They  are  difcov- 
ered  as  far  as  it  is  neceffhry  for  us  to  know  them; 
and,  perhaps,  as  far  as  language  can  difcoverthem 
to  foch  beings  as  we  are.  But  ftill  they  remain  in- 
coraprehenfible  to  us,  not  through  unneceflary  ob- 
feurity  in  the  manner  of  revelation,  but  by  reafon 
of  the  fublimity  oi  the  fubjedls,  and  our  own  im- 
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There  are  many  particular  paffages  in  revela¬ 
tion  difficult  to  be  explained;  and  after  all  our 
enquiries.  Hill  doubtful  in  their  meaning;  not  be- 
caufe  they  are  improperly  expreifed,  but  becaufq 
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certain  cuftoms  and  ufages  alluded  to,  are  now  on- 
known.  It  fhould,  however,  be  always  remem¬ 
bered,  that  no  dodtrine  or  duty  of  religion  de¬ 
pends  on  a  Jingle  paffage,  much  lefs  on  a  dmbtful 
paflage  of  fcripture..  Be  the  fenfe  of  the  uncer¬ 
tain  text  what  it  may,  Bill  the  great  articles  of 
Cnriftianity  remain  clearly  Bated,  and  firmly  fop- 
ported  elfe where.  Only  let  us  govern  ouifblves 
by  that  which  is  plain,  and  a  few  inexplicable  texts 
will  never  endanger  us. 

In  all  things  neceflary  to  eternal  falvation,  the 
facred  writings  are  fufficiently  intelligible  and 
cleai.  What  the  Pfalmifl  fays  of  the  divine  la 
may  with  equal  truth  be  applied  to  the  gofpeL 
The  law  of  the  Lotd  is  perfect,  converting  the  Jhult 
The  tejlimony  of  the  Lord  is  Jure,  making  wife  the fm~ 

guc.  The  commandment  of  the  Lord  is  pure ,  enlighten-** 
ing  the  eyes.  ** 

The  dochines  of  the  incarnation  of  the  divine 
Savior,  and  or  his  luficrings  for  the  tins  of  fallen 
mortals;  the  dodlnnes  of  a  univerlal  rcfurreclion 
—a  righteous  judgment,  and  an  eternal  retribu- 
tion,  are  declared  as  Brongly  as  language  can 
exprefs  them,  and  revealed  as  clearly  as  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fubjedts  will  permit.  The  neceflity 
and  the  nature  of  repentance  toward  God,  and 
faith  toward  Jefus  Chrifi;  the  duties  and  virtues 
ga  and  devotion- — of  juflice,  charity,  peace, 
and  condefcenfion — -of  humility,  patience,  tem¬ 
perance,  and  felfidenial,  are  Bated  fa  plainly,  re- 
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pea  ted  fo  often,  inculcated  in  fuch  a  variety  of 
phrafes,  and  illuftrated  by  fuch  pertinent  inftances 
and  examples,  and  mod  of  them  fo  familiarly  ex¬ 
hibited  in  the  life  and  character  of  the  divine  Re¬ 
deemer,  that  no  per  fan  of  common  underftand- 
ing,  while  he  reads  with  honeft  attention,  can  mif- 
take  them. 

But  then  we  mull  remember,  that  in  fearching  the 
fcriptures,  we  are  not  to  take  Angle  detached  paf- 
fages  by  themfelves,  and  fhape  them  into  a  con¬ 
formity  to  our  ov/n  pre-concerted  fcheme.  We 
are  to  confider  the  infpired  writer's  difcourfe  in  its 
natural  coherence- — obferve  the  dependance  of  one 
part  on  another— compare  ipiritual  things  with 
fpiritual,  and  purfue  the  enquiry,  not  with  a  fixed 
determination  to  eftablifh  a  favorite  plan,  but  with 
an  upright  intention  to  difcover  the  will  of  God„ 
Thus  we  fhall  be  led  into  all  truth.  If  any  man 
defire  to  do  his  will,  he  fhall  know  of  every  doc¬ 
trine  propofed,  whether  it  be  divine,  or  whether  it 
be  the  invention  of  men. 

Now  this  being  admitted,  which  is  a  certain  and 
undeniable  truth,  that  the  facred  writers  have  ufed 
great  plainnefs  of  fpeech,  we  may  hence  redtify  le- 
veral  dangerous  errors,  which  many  have  enter¬ 
tained  concerning  the  fcriptures. 

i.  Our  fubjedt  expofes  and  confutes  the  very 
great  miftake  of  thofe,  who  fuppofe  that  the  fcrip¬ 
tures  in  general,  even  in  the  historical,  dodtrinal, 
and  practical  parts  of  them,  are  not  to  be  under- 


♦ 


L  A  T  H  R  O  P. 


flood  literally ,  but  conrain  feme  fecret ,  myJUcal 
fenfCj  didinct  from  the  literal. 

This  notion  is  diredly  oppofite  to  the  exprels 
words  of  the  apoltle  in  our  text.  We  ufe  great 
plainnefs  of fpeech  ;  and  not  as  Mofes,  put  a  vail  on  his 
face.  We  all  with  open  face  behold ,  as  in  a  glafs,  the 
glory  of  the  Lord.  If  the  apoffles  had  concealed, 
under  a  vail,  the  facred  do&rines  of  religion ;  if 
tne^  had  hidden  a  Ipiritual,  under  a  literal  mean¬ 
ing;  how  could  it  be  faid,  they  ufed great  plainnefs 
of  fpeech,  in  dictinddon  from  the  ritual  law,  which 
reprefented,  by  types  and  figures,  a  Saviour  to 
come?  The  contrail  evidently  fhews,  that  the  ob¬ 
vious,  literal  fenle  of  the  facred  writings  is,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  the^  true  fenfe,  and  we  are  to  look  for  no 
other.  Figures  and  fimilitudes  are  often  ufed  by 
all  &ood  uiiteis;  not  to  conceal  their  meaning, 
but  to  exhibit  truth  in  a  more  clear  and  linking 
light.  Comparifons  and  parables  frequently  oc¬ 
cur  in  the  facred  writings;  but  thedefign  and  ten¬ 
dency  of  them  is  to  illuftrate  fpintual  things,  and 
make  them  plainer  to  the  apprehenfton;  or  to  give 
them  an  eafier  entrance  into,  and  deeper  imprelh- 
on  on  the  heart.  And  they  are  either  immediate¬ 
ly  explained,  or  die  are  in  themfelves  fo  eafy  and 

obvious,  that  common  fenfe  cannot  fail  to  under- 
Hand  and  apply  them. 


To  fuppoie  that  the  feriptures  are  a  mere  eniar- 
ma  and  aiiegory,  not  to  be  underftood  literally,  but 
according  to  fome  curious,  far-fetched  interprets- 
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tion,  is  to  render  them  nugatory  and  ufelefs.  They 
can,  on  this  fuppofitiott,  be  no  rule  of  faith  or 
practice;  but  every  man’s  fancy  muft  be  his  rule; 
and  the  belt  expolitor  of  the  Bible  will  not  be  the 
man,  who  has  the  founded:  judgment,  the  pureft 
heart,  and  the  molt  improved  underftanding;  but 
he  who  has  the  moft  teeming  invention,  and  the 
wildeft  imagination.  At  this  rate  of  interpreting  it, 
we  lhall  make  it  fpeak  any  thing  and  every  thing, 
and  confequently  we  can  depend  upon  nothing. 

In  the  times  of  the  apoftles,as  we  learn  from  fome 
intimations  in  their  writings,  as  well  as  from  the 

i 

writings  of  the  Chriftian  fathers,  there  were  cer¬ 
tain  heretics  who  went  into  the  myftical  way  of 
treating  religion.  They  denied  Chrift’s  real  in¬ 
carnation,  death  and  refurredion,  and  the  literal 
refurredion  of  the  dead.  They  taught  that  Chrift 
came  not  in  the  flefh,  and  that  the  refurredion  was 
already  part.  They  pretended  that  thefe  things 
were  only  vifionary  and  ideal.  The  apohle  John 
plainly  alludes  to  thefe  heretics  in  his  firft  epiftle. 
Beloved ,  believe  not  every  fpirit  y  or  every  man  who 
boafts  that  he  is  guided  by  the  fpirit;  but  try  the 
f pi  fits  whether  they  are  of  God;  becaufe  many  falfe 
prophets ,  pretending  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
fpirit,  are  gone  out  into  the  world .  Hereby  know  ye 
the  fpirit  of  God.  Every  fpirit ,  who  confeffeth  that 
Jefus  Chrift  is  come  in  the  fiejh,  is  of  God;  but  every 
fpirit ,  who  confeffeth  not  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  come  in  the 
He(fji  is  not  oj  God .  Jude  doubtlefs  alludes  to  the 
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fame  perfons,  when  he  fpeaks  of  certain  dream¬ 
ers  who  defile  the  flefh.  They  imagined  that  all  re¬ 
ligion  corrfifted  in  the  inward  feelings  and  exer- 
cifes  of  the  mind,  and  belonged  only  to  the  fpirit 
— that  the  flefh  had  no  concern  in  the  religion  of 
man  here,  and  would  take  no  fhare  in  the  happi- 
nefs  of  man  hereafter.  Hence  they  defiled  the  flefh; 
took  an  unbounded  licence  to  indulge  the  motions, 
and  gratify  the  inclinations  of  the  flefh.  Read, 
with  attention,  thofe  two  epiftles,  and  you  will  find 
per fons  of  this  defcription  oppofed  and  condemn¬ 
ed. 

But  you  will  tell  me,  Paul  himfelf  often  calls  re¬ 
ligion  a  myfiery,  and  fays.  Great  is  the  myfiery  of 
godlinefs — we  J peak  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myfiery  : 
the  bidden  wifdom . 

But  will  you  hence  conclude,  that  the  gofpel  is 
a  hidden  myfterious  fcheme  of  religion?  Only 
read,  in  connexion,  the  paffages  alledged,  and  you 
will  fee  that  nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  in¬ 
tention. 

There  are,  as  we  have  obferved,  certain  grand 
and  afionifhing  dodlrines  in  the  gofpel ;  incom- 
prehenfible  indeed,  but  not  unintelligible.  You 
cannot,  by  fearching,  find  out  God;  you  cannot  fa¬ 
thom  the  depth  of  his  counfels  ;  yet  there  is  fuch 
a  thing  as  the  knowledge  of  God’s  character  and 
will.  We  may  know  what  is  necellary  to  be 
known;  but  we  cannot  ftretch  our  minds  to  grafp 
that  which  is,  in  its  nature,  incomprehenfible. 
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It  is  however,  in  a  fenfe  Ml  different  from  this, 
that  the  gofpel  fcheme  is  called  a  myftery;  as  you 

will  eafily  fee,  if  you  attend  to  the  feveral  places 
where  this  word  is  ufed. 

The  apofrle  fays  to  the  Epheflans,  To  me  is  this 
grace  given  3  that  IJhould  preach  among  the  Gentiles  the 
unfearchable  riches  of  Chrijl ,  to  make  all  men  fee  what 
ts  the  fellowjhip  of  the  myftery  y  which  from  the  begin - 
hung  Oj  the  wo  Id  hath  been  hid  in  Gody  that  nozv  might 
be  fznowu  t  'oe  manifold  wifdom  of  God .  This  myfterv, 
this  manifold  wifdom,  thefe  unfearchable  riches, 
are  tilings,  which,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
World,  had  been  hidden  in  the  purpofe  of  God; 
but  were,  by  the  preaching  of  the  apofties,  fo  clear¬ 
ly  made  known,  that  all  men  could  fee  them.  The 
oifpenfation  oa  providence  in  the  falvation  of  mam* 
Lind  by  Jefus  Chrift,  is  called  a  myftery,  with  re- 
fpecc  to  that  time  when  it  was  hidden  in  God’s 
fecret  purpofe;  but  not  with  refpedt  to  the  time 
when  it  was  declared  and  revealed,  fo  that  all  men 
plight  fee  and  know  it. 

In  his  epiflle  to  the  Romans,  the  apoftle  calls 
hL  preaching  a  revelation  of  the  myftery ,  which  was 
rept  fee )  ct  ft  nee  the  world  began  y  but  nozv  is  made  ma - 
rnfeft-  and  by  the  [crip lures  of  the  prophets  is  made 
known  to  all  nations  for  the  obedience  of  faith.  The 
great  work  of  redemption  by  Chrift,  and  the  cal- 
Lng  of  all  nations  to  fhare  in  this  redemption,  was 
a  myftery  in  former  ages,  being  hidden  in  God’s 
Counfd,  and  pot  fully  difeovered  even  to  Jews,  much 
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lefs  to  Gentiles.  But  fince  the  coming  of  Chrift, 
it  is  no  longer  a  myftery.  It  is  now  manifefted 
and  revealed  by  the  preaching  of  the  apoftles,  as 
well  as  by  the  fcriptures  of  the  prophets,  to  all 
nations,  as  well  as  to  the  Jews. 

What  the  principal  doctrines  are,  which  this 
glorious  myftery  comprifes,  and  which  are  now 
made  known  for  our  faith  and  obedience,  the  aooftle 
has  {hewn  in  his  firft  epiflle  to  Timothy.  Great 
ts  the  myftery  of godhnefs:  God  was  manifeft  in  the  fiejhy 
juftified  in  the  /pint ,  feen  of  angels y  preached  to  the 
Gentiles  Relieved  on  in  the  worlds  received  up  into  glory. 

Again  the  apoftle  fays,  Ifhewyou  a  myftery ;  we 
Jhall  not  all  jleepy  but  we  Jhall  all  be  changed .  Can  we 
fuppofe  that  the  apoftle  fhewed  them  fomething, 
which  ftill  remained  a  myftery  after  he  had  (hewed 
it.  No,  that  would  be  a  contradiction  :  But  he 
fhewed  them  that  which  had  been  a  myftery  be¬ 
fore;  how  thofe  would  be  difpofed  of  who  were 
found  alive  at  Chrift’s  coming. 

In  his  firft  epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  he  -tells 
them  in  what  light  they  were  to  view  the  preach¬ 
ers  of  the  gofpel.  Let  a  man  Jo  account  of  us,  as  of 
Use  minifters  of  Chrifty  and  ftewards  of  the  my  ft  cries  of 
God,  His  meaning  furely  is  not  that  they  were  to 
preach  myflically  ;  preach  things  which  would  re¬ 
main  myfteries  after  they  had  been  preached  them : 
but  that  God  had  committed  to  them  the  difpen- 
fation  or  the  dodlrines  of  the  gofpel,  which,  as 
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faithful  Rewards,  they  were  to  diftribute  by  ma~ 
jiifeftlng  them  to  all  men. 

Further  he  fays.  We  J peak  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a 
myftery,  even  the  hidden  wifdom ,  which  God  ordained 
before  the  world  unto  our  glory .  But  then  he  adds, 
God  hath  revealed  it  to  us  by  his  fpirit ,  that  we  might 
kmm  the  things  that  are  freely  given  us  of  God,  which 
things  we  fpeak .  This  myftery  was  that  which  had 
been  hidden,  but  was  now  revealed  and  known  to 
the  apoftles ;  and  this  they  fpake,  that  others  alfq 
might  known  it  as  well  as  they. 

v 

I  need  not  refer  to  other  paftages.  It  is  fufficb. 
cut  to  obferve  in  general,  that  the  word  myftery ,  is 
commonly  ufed  in  the  fame  fenfe,  throughout  the 
New  Teftament,  and  efpecially  in  St.  Paul's  writ¬ 
ings;  not  to  fignify  fomething  which  is  Hill  un¬ 
known,  but  fomething  which  had  been  unknown, 
and  was  now  made  manifeft.  To  know  the  myftery 
of  the  kingdom  of  God — not  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
myftery — to  underftand  all  ?nyfteries — to  fee  what  is 
the  fellow  ill  ip  of  the  myftery — to  hold  the  myftery  of 
faith— to  acknowledge  and  make  known  the  myftery 
of  the  gofpel,  are  phrafes  which  fo  frequently  oc¬ 
cur*  that  no  doubt  can  remain  concerning  the  fenfe 
the  word  is  ufed. 

then  is  to  read  and  fearch  the  ferip- 
tures,  and  to  attend  on  the  difpenfation  of  the  gof- 
pel,  in  the  way  of  God's  appointment,  that  we  may 
underftand  that  great  myftery  of  godlinefs,  which 
was  unknown  to  the  early  ages  ot  the  world,  and 
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is  flill  unknown  to  many  nations  of  the  earth ;  but 
is  revealed  and  manifefted  to  us  by  the  fcriptures 
of  the  prophets,  and  more  fully  by  the  fcriptures  of 
the  apoftles,  who  ufed  great  plainnefs  of  fpeech. 
Let  us  contemplate  with  gratitude,  and  receive 
w'ith  joy  the  riches  of  divine  grace.  Let  us  give 
all  diligence  to  fecure  a  fhare  in  that  great  falvation, 
which  was  purchafed  by  the  Redeemer’s  blood, 
and  is  now  in  the  diftinguifhing  mercy  of  our  God, 
clearly  revealed,  and  freely  offered  to  us. 

II.  Our  text  fhews  the  great  miflake  of  thofe 
who  imagine,  that  the  fcriptures  cannot  be  un¬ 
derflood  without  fome  fpecialy  immediate  difcovery 
from  the  fpirit  of  God. 

To  prevent  mifapprehenfions,  I  would  obferve, 
we  are  no  lefs  dependent  on  the  grace  of  God  in 
the  concerns  of  religion,  than  on  his  providence 
in  the  bufinefs  of  common  life;  and  we  need  the 
kind  direction  and  affiftance  of  his  fpirit  in  fearch- 
ing  the  fcriptures,  as  well  as  in  the  other  ordinary 
duties  of  religion.  But  then  the  guidance  of  the 
fpirit,  in  this  matter,  is  in  a  wray  of  aid  to  our  na¬ 
tural  faculties,  not  in  a  way  of  revelation.  It  is 
by  opening  the  undemanding ,  fixing  the  at  tent  ion % 
bringing  to  remembrance- — and  removing  prejudices 
againft  the  truth;  not  by  immediate  difcovcry  an<f 
communication.  We  are,  therefore,  to  lay  apart 
all  filthinefs  and  fuperfluity  of  naught  inefsy  to  put  on 
meeknefs  and  humblenefs  of  mindy  and  to  fearch  the 
fcriptdres  with  careful  attention,  and  not  to  ex- 
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peel  that,  without  our  enquiry,  the  truth  contained 
in  them  will  be  immediately  revealed. 

If  the  fcriptures  are  written  plainly,  why  may 
v.  e  not,  by  tne  proper  ufe  of  our  faculties,  under¬ 
hand  thefe,  as  well  as  other  plain  writings?  The 
only  adieience  is  in  the  averlion  of  a  corrupt 
heart  to  divine  and  fpiritual  truths,  and  in  the 
confequent  inattention,  forgetfulnefs,  prejudice, 
and  negled  of  enquiry.  Let  this  averfion  be  re¬ 
moved  or  fufpended,  and  attentive  enquiry  take 
place,  and  there  will  be  no  more  difficulty  in  under- 
fiandmg  toe  holy  writings,  than  common  writings. 
Ail  then  that  we  can  fuppofe  the  fpirit  of  God  to 
do  in  this  cafe,  is  to  awaken  a  fenfe  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  divine  things,  and  open  the  heart  to  attend 
to  them.  When  this  is  done,  there  will  be  fuch 
a  proper  ufe  of  our  faculties,  as  will  lead  us  to  a 
competent  knowledge  of  revealed  truths,  without 
an  additional  revelation. 

The  apoftle,  fpeaking  of  the  great  doctrines  of 
the  gospel,  fays,  God  hath  revealed  them  to  us,  the 
apofties,  by  his  fpirit  s  for  the  fpirit  fearcheth  all 
things ,  even  the  deep  things  of  God — which  things  we 
alfo fpeak;  and  zve  if e  great  plainnefs  of  fpeech.  But 
to  what  purpofe  have  they  fo  plainly  fpoken  the 
things  which  were  revealed  to  them  by  the  fpirit, 
if  ftill  we  need  to  have  them  revealed  to  us  by  the 
fpirit,  as  much  as  if  they  had  never  been  fpoken? 
If  we  cannot  underhand  this  written  revelation, 
without  another  to  explain  it,  how  ihall  we  under- 
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ftand  the  explanatory  revelation  without  a  third? 
We  may  as  well  be  in  doubt  concerning  the  fecond* 
as  the  firft;  and,  at  this  rate,  there  will  be  no  end 
of  revelation;  and  after  all,  wre  may  not  know* 
whether  we  underftand  any  of  them. 

I  i 

The  apoftle  John  fays,  Beloved,  believe  not  every 
Spirit,  but  try  the  Spirits  whether  they  be  of  God.  But 
how  fhall  we  try  them  ?  He  adds,  Hereby  know  we 
the  fpirit  of  God:  Every  Spirit,  who  confeffeth  that 
Jefus  Chriji  is  come  in  the  fi< fh,  is  of  God.  Every  fpi- 
rit,  whofe  dictates  correfpond  with  the  plain  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gofpel,  is  divine.  But  every  Spirit » 
who  confeffeth  not  that  Jefus  Chriji  is  come  in  theflefh , 
is  not  of  God.  Every  fuggeftion  which  contradicts 
the  divine  oracles,  is  from  a  falfe  fpirit.  The  a- 
poltle,  you  fee,  makes  the  word  of  revelation  the 
ftandard,  by  which  you  are  to  try  and  prove  every 
fpirit.  But  tell  me  how  you  will  ufe  this  as  a  tell 
and  rule  of  trial,  if  you  cannot  underlland  it  with¬ 
out  an  immediate  difcovery  from  the  fpirit?  Are 
you  to  learn  the  meaning  of  the  word  from  the 
fpirit,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  prove  the  truth  of 
the  fpirit  by  the  word?  Muft  you  not  know  your 
rule,  before  you  can  apply  it  to  meafure  things 
unknown?  Are  you  not  to  adt  as  rationally  in  reli¬ 
gion,  as  m  tiie  ordinary  affairs  of  life?  Whatever 
fuggeftion  of  your  own  minds ;  whatever  doctrine 
of  your  moll  admired  teachers,  contradicts  the  re¬ 
velation,  which  God  has  already  given,  conclude 
Voi.  III.  p 
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it  to  be  falfe.  Never  fufped  that  the  fpirit  o'/ 
God  contradicts  itfelf. 

The  opinion  in  queftion,  you  fee,  muft  be  falfe? 
and  a  little  attention  will  convince  you,  that  it  is 
as  fatal  as  it  is  falfe.  It  at  once  fets  aiide  the  ufe 
of  the  divine  oracles,  and  leaves  you  without  a 
guide.  It  lays  you  open  and  defencelefs  to  every 
dangerous  delufton.  If  once  you  conclude  that 
the  word  of  God  can  be  underftood  only  by  imme¬ 
diate  difcovery,  you  will  naturally  take  every  im- 
pulfe  and  fuggeftion,  whether  from  fatan  or  your 
own  fancy,  to  be  a  heavenly  diftafe;  and  no  rule 
will  you  have  by  which  to  examine  it.  You  will 
drop  all  religious  enquiry,  and  give  yourfelf  up  to 
the  fatal  guidance  of  internal  impreffions,  or  of  the 
inftructions  of  thofe,  whofe  daring  pretenfions  lead 
you  to  imagine,  that  they  are  taught  by  the  fpirit 
of  God.  Thus  you  will  become  an  eafy  prey  to 
every  wicked  and  fubtile  deceiver, and  will  foon  fall 
into  ftrong  delufions  to  believe  a  lie.  When  you 
render  your  bible  ufelefs  by  fubftituting  fomethmg 
elfe  in  its  place,  you  have  lofi  all  your  fecurity. 
You  are  liable  to  be  driven  about  with  every  wind 
of  doCtrine— by  the  flight  of  men— by  the  impulfe 
of  imagination,  and  by  the  artifice  of  feducing 
fpirits.  In  cafe  of  doubt,  you  will  have  nothing 
to  which  you  can  recur  but  your  own  feelings ;  and 
thefe  will  only  firengthen  the  deception,  and  you 
will  wax  worfe  and  worfe,  deceiving  and  being  de¬ 
ceived* 
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Fix  then  on  this  as  a  grand  and  leading  princi¬ 
ple,  that  the  word  of  God  is  a  fufficient  rule  of 
faith  and  pradtice,  and  that  this  is  fo  plain,  that, 
with  God's  ordinary  afliftanc.e,  it  may  be  under- 
flood  by  proper  attention  and  examination  Ad¬ 
here  invariably  to  this  rule,  and  immediately  re¬ 
ject  whatever  you  find  inconiiftent  with  it,  or 
not  capable  of  being  fupported  by  it. 

3.  Another  error,  fimilar  to,  and  growing  out 
of  the  former,  which  our  text  plainly  confutes,  is, 
that  natural  or  unregenerate  men  are  incapable  of 
underftanding  the  fcriptures.  t 

It  will  be  neceffary  diftindtly  to  ftate  this  point, 
that  my  meaning  may  not  be  mifapprehended* 

It  is  granted,  in  the  firft  place,  that  men  of  cor¬ 
rupt  and  vicious  hearts  underftand  not  divine 
truths  in  their  excellence  and  importance;  or,  to 
fpeak  more  properly,  they  have  not  that  fenfible, 
realizing  view  of  the  certainty  of  them,  and  their 
own  vafi  and  immediate  concern  in  them,  which 
is  neceffary  to  give  them  a  practical  influence.-r- 
To  ufe  the  apoftle's  expreffion,  They  receive  not  the 
love  of  the  truth.  They  receive  it  not  as  the  word 
of  God,  and  therefore  it  worketh  not  in  them  ef¬ 
fectually,  as  it  does  in  them  who  believe,  But 
they  may  have  a  rational ,  doftrinal  knowledge  of 
the  religion  taught  in  the  gofpel.  Their  fpecula- 
tive  opinions  may  be  juft  and  fcriptural.  They 
may  have  as  good  a  flock  of  Chriftian  knowledge 
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in  their  heads,  as  many  of  the  regenerate,  though 
|t  does  not  in  the  fame  manner  influence  the  heart* 

It  is  farther  granted,  that  a  holy  and  upright 
heart  is  a  great  help  in  gaining  a  do&rinal  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  fcriptures.  A  carnal  and  vicious  man 
is  apt  to  neglect  the  means  of  knowledge,  or  to  at¬ 
tend  upon  them  in  a  negligent  manner.  His  vices 
naturally  prejudice  him  againft  the  truth,  and  dif- 
pofe  him  to  overlook  or  pervert  it.  While  the 
gofpel  condemns  and  urges  him  to  renounce  his 
favorite  (ins,  he  is  under  a  powerful  temptation  to 
relax  its  doctrine  and  precepts,  that  he  may  indulge 
his  iniquities  with  lefs  apprehenfion  of  danger. ~ 
Eut  the  hone  it  and  pure  heart  loves  the  truth,  and 
readily  embraces  it,  when  it  is  fairly  propofed  with 
its  evidence.  So  that,  I  fay,  the  good  man  ftands 
fairer  to  gain  a  right  dodtrinal  knowledge  of  the 
fcriptures,  than  any  of  a  vicious  heart* 

There  is,  however  iuch  a  thing  as  a  natural  man’s 
having  juft  fentiments  of  religion,  and  a  good  un¬ 
demanding  of  the  great  do&nnes  of  the  gofpel. 
As  in  the  renewed  there  are  remaining  corruptions, 
which  may  expofe  them  to  ipeculative  errors  in 
the  lefs  important  things  of  religion;  fo  fome  un- 
fandlified  men,  by  a  certain  natural  opennefs  of 
txund,  accompanied  with  a  good  education,  may 
be  fecured  from  grofs  and  capital  miftakes.  And 
thofe  corruptions  and  prejudices,  which  naturally 
oppofe  the  truth,  may,  by  the  awakening  influence 
pf  the  divine  fpirit,  be  fo  far  reftrained  and  fuf= 
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pended,  that  convidtion  will  enter,  and  truth  gain 
their  aflent.  If  the  fcriptures  are  written  with 
plainnefs,  the  fame  natural  powers,  which  under¬ 
stand  other  things,  may,  with  due  application,  un- 
underlfand  thefe. 

Saint  Paul  fuppofes,  that  a  man,  who  has  no 
charity,  and  who,  in  religion,  is  no  more  than  a 
mere  tinkling  cymbal,  may  yet  under  Hand  all  myf- 
teries,  and  all  knowledge,  and  fpeak  on  divine  fub- 
jedts  with  the  tongue  of  an  angel.  Speaking  of 
himfelf  and  other  apoftles,  he  fays.  By  manifefia- 
tionofthe  truth ,  we  commend,  ourf elves  to  every  mans 
confcience  in  the  fight  of  God.  But  how  could  they, 
in  their  preaching,  manifeft  the  truth  and  com¬ 
mend  it  to  every  man’s  confcience,  if  finners  un- 
derftood  not  their  meaning?  He  enjoins  Timothy, 
to  infract  with  meeknefs  them  who  oppofe  themf elves > 
if  God  peradventure  will  give  them  repentance  to  the 
acknowledgement  of  the  truth.  But  would  To- 
mothy’s  meek  inftrudtions  convince  of  the  truth 
thofe  who  could  not  underftand  him? 

The  apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  fpeaks  of  fome, 
who ,  after  they  have  been  enlightened ,  and  have  tafled 
the  good  word  of  Godyfall  awayy  and  are  never  renew¬ 
ed  again  to  repentance.  Thefe  doubtlefs  are  unre- 
generate  men,  for  they  fall  away  to  deftrudtion; 
but  they  were  enlightened,  and  had  tafted  the  good 
word  of  God.  Certainly  they  had  a  dodrinal 
knowledge  of  it;  yea,  they  felt  fome  influence 
from  it  alfo. 
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The  apoftle  Peter  tells  us  of  fome,  who  hadefcapd 
ed  the  pollutions  of  the  world  through  the  knowledge  of 
the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifi  and  yet  are  again 
entangled  therein  and  overcome.  They  had  fuch  a 
Knowledge  of  the  gofpel  as  to  be  very  obfervably 
influenced  and  reformed  by  it.  They  efcaped  the 
pollutions  of  the  world.  But  they  were  ftill  un¬ 
renewed.  They  are  again,  not  only  entangled,  but 
overcome.  And  their  laft  fate  is  worfe  than  the 
firfi.  It  is  added,  It  had  been  better  for  them  not  to 
have  known  the  way  of  right eoufnefsy  than,  after  they 
had  known  it ,  to  turn  from  the  holy  commandment. — 
They  knew7  the  wfay  of  righteoufnefs,  and  yet  turned 
from  it.  There  are  thofe,  who  know  their  Lords 
will,  and  do  it  not,  and  who  will,  therefore,  be  beat¬ 
en  with  many  ftripes. 

Saint  Paul,  in  his  inftrudlions  to  the  prophets  in 
Corinth,  fays.  If  all  prophecy ,  i.  e.  fpeak  with  per- 
fpicuity;  and  there  come  in ,  into  the  affembly,  one 
who  believcth  not>  or  one  unlearnedy  he  is  convinced  of 
all— he  is  judged  of  all— and  fo  falling  down  he  will 
worfhip  Gody  and  report ,  that  God  is  in  you  of  a  truth . 
The  unlearned  and  the  unbeliever  may  underfbmd, 
and  be  convinced  by  the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel^ 
when  they  are  plainly  propofed. 

Farther,  The  apofties  James  and  Peter  exprefs- 
ly  teach  us,  that  Chrifiians  have  been  begotten  by  the 
word  of  truths  and  born  of  this  incorruptible  feed.  But 
how  can  the  word  be  a  means  of  effecting  this 
change,  if  it  cannot  be  underftood  before  thechange 
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is  effected  ?  By  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin.  But 
in  order  to  its  producing  this  knowledge,  it  mull 
itfelf  firft  be  known.  Faith  comeib  l>y  hearing,  and 
hearing  by  the  word  of  God.  There  may  then,  be¬ 
fore  faith,  be  a  knowledge  of  the  word  of  God. 

When  Felix  heard  Paul  reafon  of  righteoufnefs,  and 
temperance,  and  a  future  judgment ,  he  trembled.  Did 

not  he  underftand  the  preacher? — How  came  he 
elfe  to  tremble? 

When  Peter,  on  the  day  ofPentecoft,  proved  by 
plain  arguments  taken  from  the  ancient  fcrip- 
tures,  and  by  recent  ads  known  to  all,  that  Jefus, 
who  had  been  crucified,  was  both  Lord  and  Chrift, 
his  hearers  felt  the  convicf  ion :  They  were  prick¬ 
ed  in  their  heart. 

But  enough,  and  more  than  enough  has  been 
i“‘d,  to  {hew,  that  the  notion,  which  we  are  oppos¬ 
ing,  is  dire&ly  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  gofpel. 
A  little  attention  will  convince  you,  that  it  is  alfo 
pregnant  with  moft  dangerous  confequences. 

Admitting  it  to  be  true,  the  condufion  is,  there 
is  nothing  incumbent  on  finners  in  order  to  their 
converfion — it  is  vain  for  them  to  read  the  gofpel, 
or  hear  it  preached— there  is  nopoffibilityof  their 
gaining  any  religious  knowledge  before  their  con¬ 
verfion,  and  it  is  prepofterous  to  feek  any.  Rea¬ 
fon  has  nothing  to  do  in  matters  of  religion,  and 
revelation,  indeed,  but  very  little:  But  men  muft 

wait  for  immediate  didates  from  on  high. 
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Farther,  if  none  but  gracious  perfons  underftand 
thefcriptures,  then  a  right  underftanding  of  them  is 
an  evidence  of  grace.  Well— every  man  who  has 
formed  any  opinion  at  all,  naturally  concludes,  that 
his  own  opinion  is  right  ;  confequently  he  will  con¬ 
clude  himfelfin  a  (late  of  grace,  becaufehe  knows 
the  truth.  And  if  we  make  this  a  teft  of  grace  in 
the  heart  we  (hall  condemn  every  man  as  a  {in¬ 
ner,  who  thinks  not  precifely  as  we  do.  Our 
minds  will  be  faft  doled  agaimt  farther  light.  We 
(hall  be  obftinately  tenacious  of  ourown  fentiments, 
right  or  wrong.  If  we  fall  into  an  error,  we  (hail 
never  part  with  it.  Arguments  from  fcripture 
will  avail  nothing  to  our  convi&ion ;  for  we  are 
fpiritual — we  judge  all  things,  and  will  be  judged 
of  no  man. 


But  here  it  will  probably  be  alledged,  the  apof- 
tle  Paul  himfdf,  in  his  firft  epiftle  to  the  Corin¬ 
thians,  ii  chap.  14  verfe,  fays.  The  natural  man  re~ 
ceiveth  not  the  things  of  the  [fir it  of  God ,  for  they  are 
fooUfhnefs  to  kirn,  neither  can  he  know  them ,  becaufe 
they  are  fpiritually  dif corned;  but  he  that  is  fpiritual 
judgeth  all  things. — From  this  pafiage  fome  have 
inferred,  that  no  unregenerate  man  can  have  a 
right  underftanding  of  the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel. 
But  this  inference  fo  palpably  contradicts  the  plain 
texts  already  adduced,  that  it  can  by  no  means  be 
admitted.  Only  attend  to  the  fcope  and  connex¬ 
ion  of  the  apoftle’s  difcourfe  in  this  chapter,  and 
his  meaning  will  no  longer  be  doubtful.  He  is 
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(peaking  of  the  neceflity  of  revelation/in  order  to 
our  underftanding  the  nature  of  the  gofpef-difpen- 
fation,  which  was  a  myftery  hidden  from  former 
ages,  but  was  now  made  known  to  the  apoftles  by 
the  Spirit,  and  by  them  was  plainly  preached  to 
mankind.  In  confirmation  of  the  neceflity  of  re¬ 
velation,  he  fays.  The  natural  man  receiveth  not  the 
things  of  the  fpirit  of  God. — The  man,  in  a  flate 
of  nature,  he  who  has  nothing  to  guide  him  but 
natural  reafon  and  human  wifdom.  He  receiveth 
not  the  things  of  the  fpirit the  things  revealed  in 
the  gofpel  by  that  fpirit,  which  was  communicat¬ 
ed  to  the  apoftles;  For  they  are  foolijhnefs  to  himt 
being  deftitute  of  that  pomp  and  parade  of  human 
wifdom,  by  which  the  wife  men  of  the  world  cap¬ 
tivated  their  hearers ;  neither  can  he  know  them ,  by 
any  fagacity  or  fiudy  of  his  own,  becaufe  they  are 
fpir dually  dtfcerned;  they  are  above  the  difcovery 
of  human  reafon,  and  difcovered  only  by  revela¬ 
tion.  He  does  not  fay  a  natural  man  cannot  know 
them  when  they  are  difcovered ;  but  he  cannot 
know  them  before  they  are  difcovered  by  that  re¬ 
velation,  which  the  fpirit  communicated  to  the 
apoftles,  and  which  they  preached  to  others. 


i  /  »  . 

Yea,  further,  the  doctrines  of  jefus  Chrift  feeni- 


ed  foolilhnefs  to  many,  becaufe  they  were  not 
taught  according  to  the  wifdoiii  ol  the  world,  by 
dedudions  of  human  reafon.  The  apoftle  faysj 
The  Greeks  feek  after  wifdom — we  preach  Chrift  cra-i 

Voi,.  III.  Q, 
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eified — to  the  Greeks  foolijbnefsy  hut  to  t}cm  zvho  are 
faved—the  wijdom  of  God.  A  man  under  the  pow¬ 
er  of  a  carnal  mind,  and  filled  with  a  vain  conceit 
of  his  own  fuperior  knowledge  and  goodnefs,  dif- 
cerns  not  in  the  gofpel-fcheme  of  falvation,  that 
heavenly  wifdom  and  excellence,  which  a  humble, 
penitent  foul  perceives  and  admires.  His  fpecu- 
lative  opinions  of  the  gofpel  may  be  right;  but 
the  pride  and  corruption  of  his  heart  prevent  him 
from  receiving  it  with  approbation  and  love.  The 
unregenerate  and  the  regenerate  may  both  under- 
Hand  the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel  alike — may  quite 
agree  in  their  fpeculative  fentirnents  about  them— » 
may  be  equally  found  and  orthodox  in  their  opi¬ 
nions;  and  yet  they  have  a  different  relifh  and  af¬ 
fection  for  thefe  dodtrines.  The  former,  oppofed 
to  them  in  the  temper  of  his  heart,  difcerns  no 
fuch  excellence  in  them,  as  to  yield  to  their  power 
and  influence.  The  latter  loves,  embraces  and 
obeys  them.  The  elfential  difcriminating  differ¬ 
ence  between  them  lies  not  in  their  knowledge  of, 
and  opinions  about  religion;  but  in  their  practi¬ 
cal  regard  and  affection  to  it. 

4.  Our  fubjedt  teaches  us  the  true  method  of 
preaching  the  gofpel. 

The  preacher,  after  the  example  of  the  apoftles, 
mult  ufe  great  plainnefs  of  fpeech,  and  by  mani- 
feftation  of  the  truth,  commend  himfelf  to  every 
mar/s  confcience  in  the  fight  of  God ;  lay  before 


his  hearers  divine  truths,  with  convincing  perfpi- 
cuity ;  reafon  with  them  out  of  the  fcriptures,  and 
from  the  principles  of  natural  religion;  open  to 
them  the  dodrines  and  precepts  of  revelation,  by 
a  judicious  collection,  and  fair  illudration  of  per¬ 
tinent  paffages ;  and  urge  them  home  on  the  con- 
fcience  by  well-chofen  arguments. 

The  method  of  fome  declaimers,  to  allegorize 
the  plainneft  paffages,  and  turn  every  literal  text 
to  a  myftical  fenfe,  however  it  may  amufe  the  ig¬ 
norant  and  injudicious,  and  raife  in  their  minds 
an  admiration  of  the  fpeaker’s  knowledge  and 
grace,  contributes  nothing  to  improve  the  under¬ 
standing,  or  to  mend  the  heart.  It  is  a  criminal 
abufe  and  perverlion  of  the  divine  word,  adapted 
only  to  miflead  the  blind,  and  beguile  unftable 
fouls.  Such  preachers  turn  away  from  the  truths 
and  are  turned  unto  fables. 

5.  You  learn  from  the  preceding  obfervations, 
in  what  manner  you  ought  to  hear  the  word. 

The  gofpel  is  written  with  a  plainnefs  fuited  to 
common  underdandings.  Hear  the  preaching  of 
it,  not  with  implicit  credulity,  but  with  honed  at¬ 
tention,  judging  for  yourfelves  what  is  truth. 
What  is  agreeable  to  the  facred  oracles,  receive 
with  readinefs,  and  obey  with  cheerfulnefs.  What 
appears  doubtful  bring  to  the  tedimony.  What 
this  condemns  you  mud  rejed.  Examine  obfcurQ 
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texts  by  thoie  which  are  plain ;  prove  fpeculativc 
opinions  by  practical  precepts. 

To  conclude  :  It  concerns  you  to  be  well  fet- 
lied  in  your  religious  principles,  that  you  may  not 
be  carried  about  with  every  wind  of  dodrine.  To 
tms  end  fearch  the  fcriptures  diligently  and  hum- 
bly,  applying,  in  your  enquiries,  all  proper  affift- 
ances.  Revere  the  fcriptures  as  a  revelation  from 
Leaven,  given  to  inftrud  you,  what  you  ought  to 
believe,  to  be,  and  to  pradife.  Make  thefe  the 
ftandard  by  which  to  try  every  dodrineand  every 
Ipirit.  Rear  in  mind  this  thought,  that  religion  is 
a  rational  thing,  defigned  to  make  men  wife,  good 
and  happy.  Remember  that  it  confifts  not  in 
wild  fallies  of  imagination,  or  vehement  traniports 
oi  pa  ill  on ;  but  in  a  calm,  fteady  view  of  divine 
truths,  influencing  the  temper  and  life;  and  when-* 
ever  it  takes  poileffion  of  men  s  hearts,  renders 
tnexn  like  to  God  in  holinefs  ;  gives  them  approv¬ 
ing  apprehenfions  of  his  charader;  direds  them 
to  a  uniform  love  oi  him,  hope  in  him  and  obedi- 
to  him ;  diipofes  them  to  juftice,  peace, 
<pandor  and  beneficence  toward  mankind;  fubdues 
tneir  lulls  and  worldly  aficcftions ;  forms  them  to 
fobrkty,  mecknefs  and  purity;  and  makes  them 
beitcr  men  in  all  changes  of  condition,  and  in  ail 
relations  of  life.  In  fhort,  confider,  that  religion 
is  a  folid,  and  an  amiable  thing ;  and  they  who 
pofiefs  it,  are  really  excellent  and  fubflantially 
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Guided  by  thefe  fentiments,  you  will  cafily  dif~ 
tinguilh  between  truth  and  error.  Let  the  plain 
fenfe  of  fcripture,  not  the  fuggeftions  of  fancy,  or 
the  opinions  of  men,  be  your  directory.  Enquire 
with  humility  and  integrity,  with  a  delire  to  know* 
and  refolution  to  do  the  will  of  God,  fervently  im¬ 
ploring  the  guidance  of  his  good  fpirit.  Thus 
will  your  enquiries  be  fuccefsful ;  for  the  meek  he 
will  guide  in  judgment  $  the  meek  he  will  teach  his  way. 
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Luke  viii.  1 8. 

Take  heed,  therefore,  how  you  hear . 

T  T  is  our  happinefs  to  live  in  a  Chriftian  land,  to 
be  bleffed  with  fabbaths  and  fanctuary  oppor¬ 
tunities,  to  have  the  word  of  God  continually 
founding  in  our  ears,  faying,  this  is  the  way,  walk 
ye  in  it.  Under  fuch  advantages,  it  is  natural  to 
expect  we  fhould  be  holy  in  all  manner  of  conver— 
fation;  that  intemperance,  profanenefs,  and  every 
fpecies  of  iniquity  would  be  forever  banifhed  from 
among  us,  and  crying  and  complaining  no  more 
heard  in  our  ftreets;  for  thefe  are  the  fruits  which 
our  mod  holy  religion  always  produces,  wherever 
it  is  received  in  truth  and  fincerity.  Why  then 
it  is  natural  to  afk,  does  not  the  Chriftian  world 


136  BEACH. 

more  refemble  that  holy  mountain  of  the  Lord, 
foretold  by  the  prophet,  where  nothing  fhall  hurt 
or  deftroy  ?  Why  are  many  profeffiiig  Chriffians 
as  much  devoted  to  vicious  indulgences  as  if  they 
never  heard  of  the  gofpel?  No  other  anfwer  can 
be  given  to  thefe  queftions  than  this,  becaufe  they 
either  fpurn  from  them  the  invaluable  bleffing,  or 
receive  it  with  a  carelefs  indifference. 

To  thofe  who  are  elfewhere  employed  in  trifling 
amufements,  or  in  fcenes  of  ribt  and  diffipation, 
of  what  confequence  is  it  that  the  glad  tidings  of 
falvation  are  publifhed  every  Lord’s-day  in  our 
churches?  Nor  is  it  of  much  more  advantage  to 
thofe  who  hear  without  a  defire  of  being  benefit-, 
ted.  There  is,  indeed,  this  difference  between 
them,  one,  deliberately,  throws  hi  mi  elf  out  of  the 
way  of  inftruffion,  while  the  other,  by  attending 
the  public  inftitutions  of  religion,  may  receive  fe- 
rious  impreffions  when  he  leaft  experts  ita 

A  great  multitude,  induced  many  of  them  by 
no  other  motive  than  curiofity,  being  coileded  to 
hear  him;  our  Saviour  wifhed  to  turn  their  curi¬ 
ofity  to  fome  account,  and  to  lead  them  from  be¬ 
ing  barely  hearers,  to  become  doers  of  the  word* 
With  this  benevolent  intention  he  introduced  the 
parable  of  fower,  of  which,  the  words  of  the  text 
are  the  application. 

It  v/as  natural  for  him  to  take  his  allufions  prin¬ 
cipally  from  rural  fcenes  and  avocations,  becaufe 
Judea,  the  fcene  of  his  miniffry,  was  inhabited  by 
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the  defcendants  of  the  Patriarchs,  a  people  wholly 
occupied  in  the  buffnefs  of  agriculture.  They 
continually  faw  the  fuccefs  of  their  labors,  they 
faw  the  feed  which  they  fowed  in  their  fields, 
fome  fall  by  the  way- fide,  fome  on  a  rock,  and 
fome  among  thorns ;  they  naturally  expected  the 
firft  would  be  trodden  down,  the  fecond,  wither 
away,  and  the  other  be  choaked ;  and  that  none  but 
what  fell  on  good  ground,  and  was  carefully  at¬ 
tended  to,  would  yield  any  increafe.  To  thofe 
people,  therefore,  nothing  was  more  eafy  than  the 
application  of  the  parable* 

That  no  more  fruit  is  produced  among  prafef- 
ling  Chriffians,  wThere  the  feed  of  God’s  word  is 
continually  fcattered  abroad,  muff  be  owing  to 
their  not  preparing  their  hearts  to  receive  it,  to 
their  not  attending  to  it  with  proper  affections  and 
difpcfitions,  and  to  their  neglecting  to  cherifh  it 
afterwards.  All  this  is  naturally  inferred  from  the 
parable;  for  no  fault  is  found  with  the  feed  that 
came  down  from  heaven,  nor  with  the  fower  of  it, 
for  he  was  the  fan  of  man ;  nor  is  there  a  word 
mentioned  of  inclemency  of  weather,  biaff  ,  mil¬ 
dew  or  drought,  or  any  other  impediment  to  re¬ 
tard  the  feed  in  its  growth. 

That  there  is  fufficient  efficacy  in  the  word  of 
God  to  anfwer  all  the  ends  of  our  falvation,  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  prophet’s  beautiful  defeription  of  it. 
As  the  rain  cometh  down>  and  the  /now  from  heaven ? 
and  returneth  not  thiiher>  but  watereth  the  earth  and 
Vox,.  III.  R 
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maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud ,  that  it  may  give  feed  tt> 
the  force) ,  and  bread  to  the  eater ;  fo  fhall  my  word  be 
that  goeth  out  of  my  mouth ,  it  Jhali  accompliflj  that 

wench  1  pleafe,  it  Jhali  profper  m  the  thing  whereto  I 
fent  it. 

But  however  plenteouffy  fhowers  may  fall  from 
heaven,  or  how  efficacious  foever  they  may  be  in 
eau ling  the  earth  to  yield  its  increafe,  when  they 
defcend  on  a  cultivated  field,  they  can  produce  no 
fuch  falutary  effects,  when  they  fall  on  a  rock,  or 
on  a  hard  and  obdurate  foil. 

In  the  fame  manner,  though  the  word  of  God 
fhouid  drop  on  us  as  the  rain,  and  diftil  as  the 
dew ,  as  the  f  nail  rain  on  the  tender  plant ,  and  as  the 
fhowers  on  the  grafs ;  if  our  hearts  are  not  prepared 
to  receive  it,  if  we  hear  it  with  a  cold  indifference, 
or  fufter  it  to  be  difiipated  by  the  cares  and  vani¬ 
ties  of  the  world,  we  cannot  expedt  any  beneficial 
effedis  from  it. 

We  all  know  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  Chriftian, 
regularly  to  attend  the  public  ordinances  of  reli¬ 
gion,  not  only  to  offer  our  fuppiications  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  but  to  hear  the  great  truths  of  the 
gofpei  explained  and  inculcated;  but  we  do  not 
confider  how  much  is  implied  in  this  duty.  I 
am  perfuaded  that  the  want  of  attention  to  this 
circumftance,  more  than  all  other  obftaeles  put 
together,  impedes  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpei. 

W1  ien  we  are  about  to  execute  a  particular  bu~ 
finefs  relating  to  our  temporal  concerns,  a  little 
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meat  that  perifheth,  or  glittering  dufl  perhaps, 
that  every  puff  of  air  may  diffipate,  we  think  it  a 
matter  of  importance,  we  enter  on  it  with  all  the 
vigor  of  our  minds,  and  purfue  it  with  ffeadincfs, 
with  pleafure  and  delight.  But  with  what  languor 
do  we  fometimes  enter  on  a  bufinefs  which  con¬ 
cerns  every  thing  dear  to  us  in  life,  and  what  is 
infinitely  more,  our  happinefs  throughout  the 
ages  of  eternity  ?  I  wifh,  therefore,  to  call  your  at¬ 
tention  to  a  fubjed  which  appears  an  important 
one,  the  neceffary  requifites  in  a  profitable  hearer 
of  the  word  of  God. 

In  the  firff  place  then,  before  we  enter  the  fa  ac¬ 
tuary,  wre  fhould  compofe  our  minds  to  feriouf- 
nefs  and  meditation,  we  fhould  difcard  every 
worldly  thought,  and  confine  our  attention  folely 
to  ourfelves,  and  to  that  great  and  incomprehenii- 
ble  Being,  whofe  immediate  prefence  we  are  ap¬ 
proaching;  we  fnould  call  to  mind  that  we  are 
poor  worms  of  the  duff,  created  by  his  power,  pre- 
ferved  by  his  goodnefs,  and  redeemed  by  his  love; 
that  all  we  have,  all  we  are,  and  all  we  hope  for  is 
from  him ;  that  we  are  dependant  upon  him  for 
every  breath  we  draw,  and  accountable  to  him 
for  every  thing  we  do. 

If,  with  fuch  fentiments  of  God,  and  of  our  de- 
pendance  on  him,  we  enter  his  houfe,  we  fliall  feel 
no  difpofition  to  offer  the  facrince  of  fools,  or  to 
indulge  a  levity  of  thought  or  behavior,  which  is 
always  offenfive  to  heaven,  deftrudive  of  all  the 


ends  of  religion,  and  abhorrent  to  every  idea  of 
Common  decency.— They  are  fentiments  too  that 
cannot  tail  of  commanding  our  ferious  attention  to 
tne  duties  before  us,  which  is  another  requifite  in 

the  profitable  hearer. 

When  our  attention  is  called  to  fubjebts  the 
moll  folemn  and  important,  and  which  concern 
pur  deareft  interefts,  fuch  as  the  infinite  mercy  of 
God,  the  graces  and  virtues  of  Chriftianity,  the 
divine  promifes;  when  we  are  affectionately  warn¬ 
ed  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  to  prepare  for 
death, judgment  and  eternity;  inftead  of  liftening 
to  them  with  reverence,  ftiould  our  thoughts  wan¬ 
der  to  the  ends  of  the  world,  fhould  we  return  to 
our  fecuiar  employments,  and  go  one  to  his  farm, 
and  another  to  his  merchandize  ;  though  an  angel 
from  heaven  were  to  preach  to  us,  it  would  anfwer 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  increafe  our  condemna¬ 
tion  at  the  bar  of  God,  where  we  muft  all  appear 
fooner  perhaps  than  we  imagine,  to  render  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  talents  committed  to  our  truth 

In  order  to  receive  any  benefit  from  hearing  the 
word  of  God,  befides  a  due  preparation  of  mind 
before  we  enter  his  hqufe,  and  ferious  attention  in 
it,  we  muft  be  poflcffed  of  a  docile  diipofition* 
free  from  every  kind  of  prejudice. 

We  never  object  to  any  thing  we  hear  from  the 
pulpit,  if  it  correfponds  with  our  favorite  opinions, 
or  is  indulgent  to  our  wifties  and  defires ;  but  the 
moment  we  hear  any  thing  which  interferes  with 
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them,  or  excites  apprehenfions  with  refpect  to  our 
temporal  intered,  how  natural  is  it  to  go  out  in 
fearch  of  objections,  to  put  thofe  objections  in  the 
mod  favorable  point  of  light,  and  to  ftop  our  ears 
againd  the  voice  of  the  charmer,  charm  he  never 
fo  wifely  ? 

When  our  bleffed  Saviour  was  upon  earth* 
multitudes  preffed  round  him  from  every  quarter, 
lidened  with  raptures  to  his  eloquence,  and  looked 
up  to  him  with  reverence;  but  the  inftant  he 
preached  to  them  the  difagreeable  doctrine  of  la¬ 
boring  not  for  the  meat  that  peri/heth — of  taking  up 
the  crofs ,  and  following  him  through  afflictions — 
through  feoffs  and  infuits,  and  all  the  horrors  of  an 
ignominious  death;  they  turned  their  backs  upon 
him,  and  zvalked  no  more  with  him ,  And  is  there 
nothing  of  this  temper  remaining  in  the  world? 
When  honor,  glory  and  immortality — when  plea- 
lures  infinitely  greater  than  eye  hath  feen,  ear 
heard,  or  hath  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to 
conceive,  happen  to  be  the  fubject  of  the  preach¬ 
er,  we  liften  to  him  with  pleafure;  but  when  he 
tell  us  of  that  indignation  and  wrath>  tribulation  and 
anguiJJj  which  await  every  foul  of  man  that  doeth  evil; 
if  we  do  not  feel  inclined  to  turn  our  backs  upon 
him,  we,  at  lead,  wifh  to  put  off  to  a  more  conve¬ 
nient  feafon  fuch  gloomy  reflections. 

That  the  impenitent  tranfgreffor  fhall  be  hani fil¬ 
ed  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  dwell  for- 
frver  w  here  the  wwm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not 


quenched,  is  attefted  by  the  fame  authority— the 
lame  infallible  fpirit  of  God,  that  promifes  endlefs 
and  unfpeakable  happinefs  to  the  true  followers  of 
Jefus;  and  yet  we  frequently  fee  one  of  thefedoc- 
trines  taken  and  the  other  left — one  believed  and 
the  other  not.  Unlefs  fuch  prejudices  are  weed¬ 
ed  out,  they  will  infenfibly  grow  up,  and  choke 
every  good  feed  that  is  fown. 

The  profitable  hearer  endeavors,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  not  only  to  free  himfelf  from  any  partialities 
rcfpedting  the  doftrines  of  the  gofpel,  but  the 
preachers  of  it  likewife.  He  will  receive  the  word 
with  mceknefs,  and  a  fincere  defire  of  improve¬ 
ment,  whoever  delivers  it,  or  however  plain  it  may 
be,  and  unadorned ;  knowing  that  when  unadorn¬ 
ed,  it  is  frequently  adorned  the  inoft. 

It  is  not  an  idle  curiofity — an  itching  ear— the 
hope  of  an  hour’s  amufement,  or  a  criticifing  dif- 
pofition  that  brings  him  to  the  houfe  of  God,  but 
a  fincere  defire  of  growing  in  grace — of  hearing  his 
duty,  in  order  to  practice  it.  With  fuch  a  difpo- 
fition,  he  will  receive  fome  benefit  from  even  the 
meaneft  of  our  difeourfes,  but  without  it  the  beft 
feed  will  be  fowed  in  vain. 

Whatever  be  the  fubjedt  of  the  preacher,  the 
profitable  hearer  confiders  whether  he  cannot,  fome 
way  or  other,  apply  it  to  himfelf.  If  any  particu¬ 
lar  vice  is  reprehended,  inftead  of  looking  round 
for  an  objeeft  on  whom  he  may  fix  it,  his  attention 
k  confined  altogether  to  himfelf,  and  he  ferioufly 
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afks  his  heart,  whether  he  is  not  himfelf  guilty 
of  it. 


Should  any  Christian  duty  be  explained  and  in¬ 
culcated,  he  lends  forth  to  heaven  a  filent  ejacu¬ 
lation  for  grace,  and  fervently  prays  that  God 
would  incline  his  heart  to  perform  it;  or,  fhould 
the  \\  onders  of  redeeming  love  be  the  theme,  his 
heart  expands  with  gratitude  to  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  and  he  earncftly  inquires  how  he  may  be¬ 
come  a  partaker  of  his  great  falvation. 


Should  the  glories  of  heaven  be  difplayed,  he 
fends  forth  ardent  afpirations  after  them — fhould 
the  road  to  it  be  pointed  out,  he  carefully  imprints 
it  on  his  mind,  and  determines  fteadily  to  purfue 

it— to  guard  again!!  the  leaf!  deviation  from  it,  or 
loitering  on  the  way. 


When  the  feed  of  God’s  word  falls  on  ground 
thus  prepared  to  receive  it,  it  will  fpring  up,  fpread 
abroad  its  branches,  and  produce  the  fruits  of 
rightcoufnefs  in  a  well-ordered  life  and  converfa- 
tion.  But,  how  difcouraging  mu  ft  it  be  to  preach 
to  the  unprepared,  the  inattentive,  or  the  preju¬ 
diced?  To  fow  the  feeds  of  virtue  by  the  way-fide5 
on  a  rock,  or  among  thorns? 

To  preach  the  doffrme  of  mortification  and  felf- 
denial  to  the  thoughtlefs,  gay  voluptuary — to  re¬ 
commend  it  to  a  mere  man  of  the  world,  to  take 
off  his  affections  from  it — to  love  his  enemies — to 
do  good  to  thofe  who  hate  him — to  be  meek  and 
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lowly —  in  honor  preferring  others  to  himfelf, 
only  plowing  the  fand,  and  fowing  feed  on  the 
water. 

To  be  profitable  hearers  of  the  word,  it  is  necef- 
fary,  not  only  to  prepare  our  minds,  by  fuitable 
reflections,  to  give  our  ferious  attention,  and  to 
divert  ourfelves  of  every  kind  of  prejudice;  but 
that  we  come  with  an  honeft  intention  of  being 
doers,  as  well  as  hearers,  of  the  word.  Without 
fuch  an  intention,  we  may  fit  with  pleafure  to  hear 
the  gofpel,  and  yet  fuffer  every  good  impreffion* 
like  the  feed  which  fell  on  ftony  ground,  to  wither 
away. 

When  wrapped  into  future  times,  the  prophet 
foretold  the  bleflings  of  the  MefTiah’s  kingdom* 
and  the  rapid  increafe  of  it  in  the  world,  he  repre- 
fents  the  Gentiles  calling  on  each  other  in  fuch 
language  as  this;  Come  ye ,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord ,  to  the  houfe  of  the  God  of  Jacoby 
and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways ,  and  we  will  walk  in 
his  paths.  It  is  not  diffident  that  we  go  up  to  the 
mountain  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  or  that  he  teach 
us  of  his  ways,  we  muft  walk  in  his  paths.  Let 
no  one,  then,  judge  of  his  proficiency  in  religion 
by  the  number  of  fermons  he  has  heard,  but  by  the 
graces  and  virtues  of  Chriftianity,  which  are  im¬ 
planted  and  growing  up  within  him ;  for  he  may 
be  allured,  that,  unlefs  his  attendance  on  a  preach¬ 
ed  gofpel  incline  him  to  be  more  honeft  and  up¬ 
right  in  his  dealings — more  fober  and  temperate 
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more  peaceable,  friendly  and  benevolent— more 
difengaged  from  this  world,  and  more  intent  on 
his  preparation  for  anothor,  he  has  heard  to  no 
manner  of  purpofe. 

Much  is  required  of  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel;  he 
mull  be  faithful  in  his  mafteLs  fervice— muft  en¬ 
deavor  to  awaken  carelefs  finners  by  the  terrors  of 
the  Lord — perfuade  them,  by  the  mercies  of  heav¬ 
en,  to  return  and  live — and  to  recommend  to  all 
men  the  religion  of  a  crucified  Saviour  by  every 
mean  in  his  power.  But,  after  ail  his  perfuafions 
—after  all  his  entreaties— -after  all  his  warnings^ 
it  will  remain  with  themfelves  to  determine  wheth^ 
er  they  will  profit  by  them  or  not* 

'  * 

If,  then,  fo  much  is  required  in  order  to  become 
profitable  hearers  of  the  word,  we  fee  the  rsecef- 
lity  of  looking  up  to  God  to  help  our  infirmities,, 
and  to  renew  us  in  the  inward  frame  and  temper 
of  our  minds.  Without  his  grace,  all  our  endea¬ 
vors  will  be  fruitlefs;  but  we  have  the  fatisfa&iori 
of  knowing,  that  if  we  afk  in  fincerity,  we  fhali 
never  be  denied ;  the  author  of  our  religion  hav¬ 
ing  allured  us,  that  God  will  not  fail  to  give  his 
holy  fpirit  to  thofe  who  afk  him. 

Finally,  My  beloved  brethren,  if  ye  wifh  to  be  ' 
profitable  hearers  of  the  word  of  God,  let  no  un¬ 
worthy  defigns  accompany  you  to  his  houfe.— 
Come  to  it  as  Chriftians,  with  charity,  with  humi¬ 
lity,  with  an  honeft  heart ;  and,  above  all,  with  i 
Yol.  III.  S 
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determined  refolution  to  pradtife  what  you  hear. 
Then  you  will  always  hear  as  you  ought  to  do;  and 
the  feed  fovvn  in  your  hearts  being  watered  by  the 
dews  of  heavenly  grace,  will  bring  forth  an  abun¬ 
dant  increafe  of  piety  and  virtue,  of  comfort  and 
fatis  faction  to  yourfelves  in  this  life,  and  of  unfad¬ 
ing  glory  in  that  which  is  to  come. 


SERMON  XLVIII. 

Tin  BARREN  FIG-TREE. 

B  Y 

ALEXANDER  MAC  SHORTER,  D.  D. 

Minifier  of  the  Firll  Prefbyterian  Church,  Newark,  New-jerfey. 


Mark  xi.  12,  ij3  14. 

And  on  the  morrow ,  when  they  were  come  from  Be¬ 
thany,  he  was  hungry ,  and  feeing  a  fig-tree  afar  off, 
having  leaves ,  he  came ,  if  haply  he  might  find  any 
thing  thereon ,  and  when  he  came  to  it,  he  found  no¬ 
thing  but  leaves ;  for  the  time  of  figs  was  not  yet: 
And  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto  it ,  no  man  eat 
fruit  of  thee  hereafter  for  ever .  And  his  difciples 
heard  it , 

Fruitfulness  in  religion,  love,  faith, 

humility  and  devotion  towards  God;  purity, 
temperance  and  chaftity  towards  ourfeives;  and 
righteoufnefs,  truth,  mercy  and  charity  towards 
our  neighbors,  are  of  infinite  importance.  Not 
bringing  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance,  barren- 
ne(s,  or  unprofitablenefs,  are  heinous  evils  indeed. 
They  difhonor  God,  fruflrate  the  defign  of  the 
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blefled  gofpel,  injure  fociety,and  entail  certain  min 
upon  the  immortal  foul.  This  we  have  finely  il- 
lu(lratedJand  fiongly  enforced  in  this  hifiory  before 

iiSj  of  our  Lord  s  deflrudion  of  the  barren  fig-tree. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  intention  of  Chrift 
Jefus  in  this  tranfadion,  and  the  ufe  which  we 
ought  to  make  oi  it,  fome  obfervations  may  be 
made  upon  the  objections  which  have  been  offer¬ 
ed  to  this  relation.  As  St.  Matthew  relates  this 
it  ory,  there  is  no  d  i  fflC  u!ty  attending  it  whatfoever. 
He  informs  us  what  our  Lord  did  with  refped  to 
the  fig-tree,  without  adding  any  circumfiances 
p!:  the  addon.  But  St.  Mark  has  occafioned  fome 
perplexity,  and  many  evil  remarks  from  prejudic¬ 
ed  readers,  by  his  more  particular  and  circumflan- 
tial  account.  He  has  added  two  expreffions,  from 
which  the  enem  i  es  or  Chriftianity  have  endeavor¬ 
ed  to  give  a  diiadvantageous  idea  of  its  author. 
To  what  St.  Matthew  fays  of  this  fad,  St.  Mark 
fubjons  thele  two  circumfiances ;  the  one.  If  hap - 
ly  he  might  pid any  thing  thereon  j  and  this  other 5  for 
the  time  of  figs  was  not  yet . 

By  th %firjl  oi  thefe  expreffions,  it  appears  that 
the  expectations  oi  our  Lord  were  railed  by  feeing 
a  iix -tree  afar  oil,  he  hoped  to  relieve  his  hunger, 
luppoimg,  there  might  be  fruit  on  a  tree,  which 
pmrnifed  fo  well  at  a  diftance.  But,  when  he  came 
io  ig  be  pound  nothing  but  leaves. — Here  this  queftion 
nas  been  reproachfully  afked,  to  the  Humbling  of 
the  weak,  and  the  diftrefs  of  the  fincere,  u  How  can 
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0  this  confift  with  the  divinity  and  perfection  of 
*f  jefus  Chrift,  that  he  Ihould  be  deceived  or  mif- 
"  taken?”  But  this  may  be  eafily  fblved,  Outward 
objects  made  the  fame  imprefllon  upon  our  Saviour 
which  they  did  upon  other  men.  In  common  life 
he  acted  as  men  ordinarilydo  in  fimilarcircumftan- 
ces.  Therefore,  the  fig-tree  prefented  to  his  fight 
when  he  was  hungry,  raifed  in  him  the  defires  and 
fenfations  it  would  have  done  in  another.  Hunger 
W7as  a  fenfation  our  Lord  felt  in  common  with  other 
men.  It  was  a  natural  appetite,  and  to  be  fatisfi- 
ed  in  the  ufual  wray.  He  never  wrought  miracles 
when  there  was  no  need  of  them,  or  no  important 
end  to  be  anfwered  by  them.  Hence,  we  find  him 
fending  his  difciples  to  buy  provifions ;  he  afks 
water  to  drink  of  a  Samaritan  woman,  &c.  Our 
Lord,  notwithftanding  he  thought  it  no  robbery 
to  be  equal  with  the  Father,  and  did  claim  equal 
homage  and  worfhip,  and  was  a  divine  perfon,  yet 
was  truly  and  really  man;  fubjeCt  to  all  the  appe¬ 
tites,  infirmities,  and  imperfections  proper  to  hu- 
in  an  nature,  fin  only  excepted. 

»  *  v  -- 

In  this  view,  we  can  eafily  explain  that  obferva- 
tionofSt.  Luke,  relating  to  our  Saviour,  Thai  be 
tncreqfed  in  wifdom  and feature ;  that  is,  he  improv¬ 
ed  in  body  and  mind ;  he  grew  wife — he  advanced 
In  knowledge  and  underftanding,  as  he  advanced 
in  years.  He  acquired  human  knowledge  as  o- 
thers  do  in  a  way  of  obiervation,  experience,  rea¬ 
soning  and  reflection.  Jefus  Chrift,  as  man,  was 


i  so  macwhorte  r; 

not  born  with  a  fund  of  knowledge,  or  with  ail 
that  Rock  of  ideas  which  he  was  ever  to  have. 

Thefe  remarks  plainly  obviate  the  difficulty. — -» 
I\o  imperfection  can  be  imputed  to  our  Lord  from 
what  is  here  faid  in  this  pafTage,  only  fuch  as  is  the 
neceffary  consequence  of  human  nature.  Though 
his  knowledge,  as  man,  was  not  abfolutely  per  fed, 
it  can  no  more  be  a  diminution  of  his  character, 
tnan  it  can  to  any  other  perfon,  that  his  fcience  is 
not  infinite. 

I  have  not  gone  into  thefe  obfervations  on  the 
rmperfeftions  of  the  human  nature  in  Chrift,  mere¬ 
ly  to  fo've  the  difficulty  in  this  text,  but  to  place 
this  fubjedt  in  a  juft  and  true  light.  A  proper  idea 
of  this  matter  will  render  many  apparent  difficul¬ 
ties  infcripture  eafy  and  plain.  The  want  of  at¬ 
tention  here  often  leads  to  confufion  in  the  minds, 
and  difcourfes  of  fome,  while  they  feem  to  talk  and 
tit  it  3'  e  human  was  fwallovred  up  in  the  db? 
vine  nature. 

The  knowledge  of  Chrift  may  be  confidered  in 
a  threefold  view;  as  divine,  human  and  infpired. 
His  divine  knowledge,  as  God,  is  infinite  and  infal¬ 
lible— -his  human*  as  man,  was  limited,  uncertain, 
and  acquired  by  degrees— his  infpired  knowledge 
was  alfo  partial,  and  communicated  to  him  at 
feafons. 

In  relation  to  the  firft  fort  Simon  Peter  muft  be 
underftood  to  fpeak,  when  he  afcribes  all  know- 
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ledge  to  Jefus,  even  of  the  fecrets  of  the  heart. — 
Lord,  thou  knoweji  all  things ,  thou  knowejl  that  I  love 
thee. — Or  his  human  knowledge  St.  Mark  here 
fpeaks  in  our  text.  His  prophetic  knowledge,  men¬ 
tioned  in  many  places,  is  plainly  confirmed  in  the 
beginning  of  the  revelation.  cfhe  revelation  ofjej- - 
us  Chrijl ,  which  God  gave  unto  him. 

Further,  It  is  proper  to  be  remarked,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  aciions  of  our  Saviour,  they  were  often 
done  upon  very  different  motives  from  what  ap¬ 
peared  at  firft  to  the  fpeilators.  His  adlions,  as 
well  as  his  difeourfes,  were  defigned  for  inftrudtion. 
There  was  often  a  moral  in  his  behavior,  as  well  as 
in  his  parables.  When  he  girded  hirnfelf  with  a 
towel  and  w allied  his  difciples  feet,  he  had  more 
in  view  than  merely  to  cleanfe  them.  His  inten¬ 
tion  was  to  teach  them  humility,  condefcenfion, 
kindnefs,  love,  and  a  train  of  virtues,  in  the  moft 
moving  and  fenfible  manner.  Yet  they  did  not 
take  his  defign,  till  it  was  exprefsly  explained  to 
them.  Thus  is  the  cafe  before  us;  he  went  to  the 
fig-tiee  not  merely  to  fatisly  his  hunger,  but  to  in- 
liruff  his  dffciples  throughout  all  ages;  to  teach 
them,  who  were  prefent  with  him,  the  future  def- 
tiny  of  Jerufalem  for  their  mifimprovement  of  the 
mod  diftinguiflied  advantages;  and  all  others,  the 
danger  of  barrennefs,  and  the  abfoiute  neceffity  of 
fruitfulnefs  in  the  ways  of  God.  This  was  not  ad¬ 
verted  to  by  the  difciples,  till  our  Lord  explained 
nL  conduit  From  hence,  in  this  tranfailion,  at- 
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tending  to  all  the  characters  our  Lord  fuftained,  it 
is  evident,  he  was  neither  deceived  nor  rniftaken. 
He  might  have  known  it  was  barren,  and  have 
gone  to  it  for  this  reafon,  to  illuftrate  his  purpofe* 
and  exhibit  the  great  evil  of  barrennefs  in  religion 
to  ah  mankind. 

The  fecond  difficulty  imagined  in  the  text  is  de« 
rived  from  thefe  words.  The  time  of  jigs  was  not  yet* 
Therefore,  fome  prejudiced  readers  of  the  New 
Teitament,  have  triumphed  ill  an  objection  found 
here  to  Chriftianity,  as  though  it  abfolutely  de- 
molifhed  the  whole  fyftern.  As  if  the  total  fum 
of  evidence,  in  favor  of  the  Chrifiian  religion,  was 
really  confronted  and  fet  afide  by  the  ignorant  and 
fuperficial  force  of  a  Angle  remark.  Our  Englifh 
translation  of  thefe  wrords  is,  perhaps,  not  fo  hap¬ 
pily  expreffed,  but  the  original  is  plain,  obvious* 
and  eafy  to  every  candid  and  fair  mind.  The  time 
of  gathering  in  the  figs  was  not  yet .  That  is,  they 
were  now  ripe  on  the  trees,  fit  ior  ufc  or  to  eat* 
but  not  yet  carried  in,  or  laid  up  in  their  (lores. 
Now  could  there  poffifaly  be  either  folly  or  weak- 
nsfs  in  expecting  to  find  fruit  proper  upon  this 
tree,  which  had  leaves  as  other  fruit-bearing  trees* 
and  looked  green  and  flourifhing  at  a  diftance* 
We  have  another  precifely  firmlar  phrafe  ufed  by 
St.  Matthew,  which  has  never  been  objected  to  by 
any,  becaufe  plainly  tranflated.  The  tune  of  the 
fruit .  The  fruit  was  ripe,  the  feafon  of  harveft 
come,  therefore,  the  hufbandman  fent  his  fervants 
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to  receive  the  fruits  of  his  vineyard;  but  he  alfo 

was  miftaken  or  difappointed.* 

$ 

I  ftiould  not  have  made  thefe  remarks  for  the 
removal  of  feeming  difficulties  in  our  text,  only  for 
the  fake  of  fome,  who  are  extremely  fond  of  ob- 
jedions  againft  the  feriptures,  and  defirous  of  im- 
proving  every  little  thing  in  criticifm,  or  in  their 
chronology,  to  weaken,  if  not  to  deftroy  their  pre- 
tenfions  to  a  divine  original. 

We  {hall  now  attend  to  the  moral  fenfe  and  de- 
iign  of  our  Saviour,  in  this  adion  of  deftroying  the 
barren  fig-tree,  and  the  improvement  which  we 
ought  to  make  of  it. 

To  illuftrate  the  intention  of  our  Lord  in  this 
action,  it  may  be  obferved*  that  the  prophets  in 
the  Old  Teftament,  to  exprefs  their  prophecies 
and  the  comminations  of  heaven  againft  the  Jews* 
employed  not  only  words,  but  fuch  fymbolical  ac¬ 
tions,  as  did  in  the  molt  lively  manner,  paint  their 
Vol.  III.  T 


r  Kairos  buchoon ,  and  Kairos  toon  Karpoon ,  Matt.  xxi.  34.  are 
{dirafes  communicating  precifely  fimilar  ideas,  and  with  regard  to 
time  or  feafon,  the  ideas  are  the  fame.  Both  of  them  figmfy  the 

^1  napc^?  t*ie  time  gathering  in  the  refoeflive  fruits* 
i  °n  7  n?entl0^  ?ne  authority,  out  of  many,  in  fupport  of 
rmirp  erpretation.  It  is  Dr.  Mackmght,  in  his  Harmony  of  the 
r  ?  Pp  S’//0  V2’  page  1 04.—-“  Kairos  buchoon ,  properly  figni~ 
(t  •  6  feafon  of  gathering  figs ,  as  Kairos  toon  Karpoon ,  Matt. 

«  •  1SP1^les  the  feafon  of  gathering  the  fruits.  In  conftru- 

«  ;  ^  lc3  5?,' the  latter  claufe  muft  be  joined  with  the  words. 
<(  i  faVu  ce  wight  find  any  thing  thereon ;  for  the  Evange- 

«  t  ^  ;tVs;  that  /eafon  gathering  figs  was  not  yet  come* 
«<  •  •  iat  ?01?e  had  been  taken  oti  the  tree,  and  confequendy 

in  who1^  produce  upon  it,  there  was  nothing  improper 

m  Cnriit  s  expecting  fruit  then/5 
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folly,  their  ftupidity,  fin  and  punifhment.  This* 
Jefus,  who  taught  fuperior  to  men,  and  aftonilhed 
them  with  his  dodrine,  imitates  in  this  branch  of 
his  condud.  It  is  evident,  that  by  the  fig-tree,  is 
intended  the  Jewifli  nation,  the  then  church  and 
people  of  God,  who  had  long  enjoyed  the  means 
oi  grace,  and  the  mod.  eminent  privileges,  both 
civil  and  facred ;  its  barrennefs  fignifies  their  un- 
fruitfulnefs,  their  ingratitude,  bafenefs,  rebellion, 
backfliding,  and  wickednefs;  by  Chnft’s  curfing 
it,  is  pointed  out  their  awful  doom,  their  extermi¬ 
nation  as  a  kingdom,  their  excifion  as  a  church, 
and  their  total  ruin  and  difperfion  through  all  na¬ 
tions.  They,  who  were  once  the  mod  favorite 
people  of  heaven,  became  the  moft  contemptible 
people  on  earth.  Are  the  favages  in  our  wilder- 
nefs,  the  inhabitants  of  Ethiopia,  or  the  Hotten¬ 
tots  upon  the  African  fteril  Ihores;  are  any  of  thefe 
fo  hated,  fo  perfecuted,  fo  evil  entreated,  or  fo 
defpifed,  as  the  barren,  ejeded,  and  difperfed 
jews?  Look  upon  the  fig-tree,  it  withers,  dies, 
and  is  no  more ;  look  upon  the  Jews  for  feventeen 
hundred  years  and  more,  and  you  are  ready  to  lay 
they  are  damned. 

This  horrid  ftate  of  the  Jews,  a  people  favored 
of  heaven  above  all  nations  of  the  earth,  had  been 
often  delineated  by  their  Mefiiah  in  the  flrongeft 
images,  and  in  finking  parables  of  obvious  appli¬ 
cation.  An  inftance  of  which  let  us  feled  from 
the  twenty- firft  chapter  of  Matthew, 
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xs  A  certain  householder  planted  a  vineyard ,  manured 
And  hedged  itKfurniJhed  it  with  every  convenient  build ~ 
ing%  every  utenfily  and  every  apparatus ;  in  this  fair 
and  inviting  Situation  he  rented  it  to  tenants  •  and  when 
the  time  for  receiving  his  income  came ,  he  flent  his  Ser¬ 
vants  to  collect  it ;  the  tenants  having  lived  welly  and 
by  this  time  finding  themfielves  ricb\  they  fluppofled  them- 
Selves  the  lords  of  the  manor ;  they  flood  ready  to  de¬ 
pute  title  ;  they  beat  one  Servant  y  killed  another , ft  one  d 
a  third \  and  drove  them  off  the  land .  Other  Servants 
were flenty  the  flame  treatment ,  and  zvorfle  enfued.  Lafl - 
l)'y  he  fletit  his  floHy  in  rational  expectation  that  he  would 
awe  them  into  reverence  and  flubmiffwn.  But  they 
were  too  far  gone  in  wtckednefls  to  be  reclamed .  When 
they  beheld  himy  their  zvicked  hearts  exultedy  flaying, , 
this  is  the  heiry  comey  let  us  kill  him  and  poflflefls  all . 
No  flooner  is  the ir  horrid  reflolve  flormed  than  executed  " 
Our  Lord  applies  this  flinging  parable  in  a  point¬ 
ed  addrels  to  the  Jews.  IVhat  is  proper  for  the 
Lord  ofl the  vineyard  to  do  to  thofle  men  ?  Their  guilty 

*■  ^  ^  ^  1^  t  to  anfwer.  He  will 

miferably  defiroy  tboje  wicked  men ,  and  let  it  out  to 
others  who  will  render  him  the  fruits  in  their  feafons. 
Then  faith  Jefus  to  them,  this  juftice  will  God 
perform  ;  the  kingdom  of  God  fhall  be  taken  from  you , 
and  given  to  a  nation  bringing  forth  the  fruits  thereof. 

This  fame  thing  the  prophet  Ifaiah  had  long 
before  predicted,  and  in  the  moll  beautiful,  mov¬ 
ing,  and  eloquent  manner  reprefented.  Attend  to 
,hc  picture  he  draws.  My  well-beloved  hath  a  vinerr 
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yard  in  a  very  fruitful  bill;  he  fenced  it,  gathered  cut 
the  fones  thereof;  planted  it  with  the  choice ji  vine  * 
built  a  tow*  r  in  the  midfi  of  it ;  and  alfo  made  a  wine - 
prefs  therein ;  and  he  looked  that  it  Jhould  bring  forth 
grapes ,  and  it  brought  forth  wild  grapes .  And  now , 
O  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  and  men  of  Judah,  judge, 
1  pr ay  you  betwixt  me  and  my  vineyard  !  What  could 
have  been  done  more  for  my  vineyard  that  I  have  not 
done  in  it  ?  Therefore ,  I  will  utterly  defcroy  it  and  lay  it 
wafze ;  there  fhall  come  up  briars  and  thorns  in  it ;  and 
the  douds  fhall  rain  no  rain  upon  it .  Thus  the  houfe 
of  Ifrael  was  barren,  wicked,  and  unprofitable, 
and  deftrudion  to  the  uttermofl  came  upon  them. 

Having  thus  illuflrated  our  Lord's  intention  in 
this  adion  of  blading  the  barren  fig-tree,  it  is  eafy 
to  colled  what  inftrudion  it  affords,  and  what  ufe 
we  ought  to  make  of  it.  The  flighted  confider- 
ation  of  it  will  ferve  to  teach  us  thefe  two  leifons* 

I.  That  where  God  grants  eminent  bleflings, 
and  affords  the  means  of  grace,  he  reafonably  ex- 
peds  the  fruits  of  holinefs. 

II.  That  unfruitfulnefs  under  the  bounties  of 
heaven,  and  the  light  and  ordinances  of  the  gof- 
pel,  is  a  dangerous  and  evil  condition.  Our  Sa¬ 
viour’s  coming  to  the  tree  to  feek  fruit,  fully  fug_ 
geds  the  one;  and  his  curling  it  for  its  barrennefs, 
the  other. 

In  refped  to  th  tfirjl,  when  God  beftows  his  fa¬ 
vors,  he  expeds  proper  and  fuitable  returns; 
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where  he  grants  the  means  of  grace,  the  gofpe! 
and  its  ordinances,  he  reafonably  ex  pc  els  the  fruit 
they  are  calculated  to  produce.  How  is  it  to  be 
wilhed,  that  the  generality  of  Chriftians  were  more 
fenfible  of  this !  If  we  lived  more  deeply  under 
this  impreffion,  we  Ihould  maintain  a  more  lively 
fenfation  of  the  neceffity  of  holinefs  and  virtue ; 
there  would  be  hopes  then  we  would  make  it  more 
ferioufly  our  ftudy  and  care  to  comply  with  the 
obligations  of  religion.  Multitudes  in  the  pre- 
fent  day  feem  fo  regardlefs  of  practical  piety,  that 
it  is  to  be  feared  they  adjuft  their  opinions  to  their 
converfation  and  conduct.  They  feparate  the 
branches  of  religion,  and  reduce  its  importance 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  their  minds  are  quiet  and 
eafy,  though  their  lives  are  exceedingly  irregular. 
One,  who  is  notorioufly  intemperate  in  drinking, 
yet  he  declares  himfelf  an  honeft  man  in  all  his 
dealings ;  this  renders  all  peaceable  and  fafe  with¬ 
in.  Another  is  addicted  to  profane  f wearing; 
but  he  thinks  no  harm,  and  is  charitable,  kind  and 
benevolent,  and  this  fupports  his  hope.  A  third, 
covetous,  griping,  and  unjuft;  yet  he  prays,  goes 
conftantly  to  church,  and  his  feat  is  never  empty  at 
facrament ;  his  peace  is  joy,  and  his  hope  afliirance. 
A  fourth  carries  a  bitter,  cenforious,  falfe,  flander¬ 
ing  and  backbiting  tongue;  but  he  was  convinc¬ 
ed  and  converted  in  mode  and  form,  at  fuch  a  time 
and  place;  therefore,  his  mountain  ftands  ftrong, 
and  his  comfort  cannot  be  fhaken  by  little  immo¬ 
ralities.  A  fifth  is  mean,  churlilh,  peevifh,  trou- 
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blefome,  and  vexatious  to  his  family  and  all  around 
him;  but  he  can  tell  an  excellent  ftory  of  experi¬ 
ences,  therefore,  his  confcience  calmly  bafks  on  the 
mountains  of  tranquility,  without  any  painful  fears 
or  doubts.  Thus  deluded  man  poifes  virtues  a- 
gainft  vices,  balances  down  immoralities  with 
greater  religion,  calms  the  furges  of  his  confcience> 
and  floats  down  the  current  of  perdition. 

If,  my  brethren,  we  attend  more  to  reafon  and 
revelation,  and  lefs  to  the  falfe  didlatesand  preju¬ 
dices  of  our  own  corrupted  hearts,  we  fhould  fure- 
!y  be  better  Chriftians.  We  fhould  be  effectually 
convinced  that  God  has  immoveably  fixed  the  unb- 
form  religion  and  obedienceof  his  rational  creatures 
at  too  high  a  value  to  difpenfe  with  any  branch  of 
them.  Univerfal  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  are 
of  fuch  infinite  moment  with  God,  that  he  lent  his 
only  begotten  Son  to  fuffer  and  die  for  the  world, 

in  order  that  men  fhould  be  made  holy,  and  re- 

»  * 

duced  to  the  obedience  of  the  laws  of  rectitude 
and  purity.  With  this  view  he  has  granted  the 
revelation  of  his  will— -his  fabbaths,  ftatutes  and 
the  means  of  grace.  He  infirudts  by  his  word— 
adnionifhes  by  his  providence — alarms  by  his 
threatening^— allures  by  his  promifes,  and  deals 
with  us  by  his  holy  fpirit.  Surely  God  has  high 
defigns  in  conferring  rich  temporal  mercies,  and 
fpiritual  immunities,  privileges,  and  bleflings  up¬ 
on  his  people  and  his  church.  It  is  that  they  may 
be  fruitful,  rich  in  good  works,  pure  and  holy  ir\ 
all  manner  of  convention  * 
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Does  the  hufbandman  plow  and  fow  without 
view  to  a  crop?  Does  he  dig,  manure  and  drefs  his 
vineyard  without  expectation  of  fruit?  God  is  of¬ 
ten,  in  holy  writ,  compared  to  a  hufbandman;  the 
reafon  is  obvious,  and  the  above  queries  fufficient- 
!y  fuggefl  it.  Can  we  fuppofe  that  the  majefty 
of  heaven,  who  does  not  fuffer  the  abufe  of  tem¬ 
poral  mercies  to  pafs  unpunifhed,  will  not  refent 
the  mifimprovement  of  fpiritual  and  heavenly 
things?  Did  he  difplay  the  light  of  his  glorious 
gofpei  only  that  a  rebellious  and  obftinate  world 
might  Ihut  their  eyes  againft  it,  and  harden  their 
hearts?  Did  he  give  his  Son,  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  the  Jews  and  Gentiles  might  firft  Hied 
his  blood,  and  the  more  impious  and  ungrateful 
Chriftians  afterwards  trample  on  it  as  an  unholy 
thing?  Does  he  beftow  his  fpirit  to  move  upon 

the  heart  merely  to  be  quenened  and  grieved? _ 

Surely  fuch  condud  is  a  contradidion  of  heaven, 
and  a  reception  of  its  grace  in  vain. 

Are  tncre  any  expcdations  of  God,  in  conic— 
quence  of  his  beftowmem  of  great  and  eminent 
bleflings,  improper  or  unreafonable?  Is  it  not  in¬ 
finitely  juft  and  nt  that  he  fhould  exped  a  due  im¬ 
prove  rnent  o t  tne  means  and  advantages  we  en- 
joy?  That  we  fhould  be  grateful  for  his  benefits? 
That  we  fhould  love  him,  and  render  him  the  mod 
chcarfui  duty  and  obedience  of  heart  and  life? 
That  we  fhould  walk  by  the  light  of  his  revelation  ' 
believe  in  Chrift,  fubmit  to  the  gofpel,  renounce 
un  an^  tac  world,  and  be  no  longer  flaves  to  them? 


i6o  MACWHORTER. 

Thefe  things  are  the  dilates  of  reafon  and 
fcripture.  Our  wickednefs  cannot  hurt  God,  nor 
cur  righteoufnefs  profit  him ;  yet  an  holy  God  ex¬ 
perts  the  fruits  of  holinefs  from  us.  How  often 
does  the  blefled  Saviour  compare  his  word  to  feed, 
and  his  hearers  to  ground,  which  he  pronounces 
good  or  bad  according  as  it  does,  or  does  not  bring 
forth  fruit? — The  gofpel  every  where  teftifies  that 
the  great  end  of  all  the  benefits  of  God  the  Fath¬ 
er  and  God  the  Son  to  men,  is,  that  being  made  free 
from  fin,  and  become  the  fervants  of  God,  they  Jhould 
have  their  fruit  unto  holinefs ,  and,  in  the  end \  everlajl - 
mg  life . 

Now,  my  brethren,  look  into  your  hearts  and 
lives.  You  enjoy  all  the  means  of  grace  and  fal- 
vation.  Are  you  made  better  by  them?  You  have 
the  word  of  God  to  read,  and  it  is  abundantly- 
preached  unto  you.  Do  they  make  any  proper  im- 
preffion  upon  your  hearts,  are  you  fanCtified  by 
•*  them?  Are  you  awakened  to  any  ferious  concern 
about  your  fouls?  Do  you  make  confcience  of 
prayer  and  the  duties  of  piety  and  devotion? 
Are  you  diligent  in  moral  and  relative  duties?  Are 
you  peaceable  neighbors,  comfortable  friends, good 
hufbands,  affectionate  wives,  faithful  parents,  duti¬ 
ful  children,  kind  matters,  and  obedient  fervants? 
Are  your  hearts  thus  eftablifhed  in  grace,  your 
lives  fhining  in  godlinefs,  and  your  fruits  the  fruits 
of  righteoufnefs  ? 

After  all  the  pains  of  heaven,  and  the  mercies 
God  hath  bellowed  upon  you— after  all  the  love 
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of  God — the  fufferings  of  Chrift — the  drivings  of 
the  fpirit — the  labors  of  minifters,  and  the  prayers 
and  tears  of  parents,  are  there  i>ot  many  of  you  ftili 
under  the  power  and  dominion  of  fin,  in  the  gall 
of  bitternefs,  and  bonds  of  iniquity?  Remember, 
O  finners,  your  day  of  grace  and  mercy  will  come 
to  an  end!  If  you  fjpend  the  refidue  of  life,  as  that 
which  is  paft,  who  can  paint  the  horror  of  the  ruin 
and  deftrudlion  which  will  be  your  fate?  Your 
meditations  ought  to  be  infinitely  interefted  in 
thefe  things.  This  will  be  readily  difeerned,  and 
glare  like  fun-beams  from  a  fea  of  glafs,  in  the  next 
obfervation ;  that, 

II.  Upon  ChrilVs  curling  the  fig-tree,  it  was 
immediately  blafted,  and  perilhed  from  the  roots. 
From  hence  we  infer,  that  barrennefs  or  unfruit-. 
fulnefs,  under  the  bleflings  and  ordinances  of  the 
gofpel,  and  the  means  of  grace,  is  an  awful  and 
dangerous  State.  Hear  what  St.  Paul  fays  in  this 
cafe ;  The  earth  which  drinketh  in  the  rain  that  com - 
eth  oft  upon  it,  and  bringeth  forth  herbs  meet  for  them 
by  whom  it  is  drejjed,  receiveth  bleffingfrom  God\  but 
that  which  beareth  thorns  and  briars  is  nigh  unto  curf 1 
ing,  whofe  end  is  to  be  burned.  Attend  to  the  words 
of  our  Lord,  the  deciding  and  final  judge  of  the 
conduft  of  men.  Behold,  thefe  three  years,  I  come 
feeking fruit  on  this  fig-tree,  and  find  none  ;  cut  it  down- 
why  cumberetb  it  the  grounds'  Oh !  how  foon  may  a 
poor  carelefs  finner  be  hardened  into  a  reprobate 
fenfe,  and  hurled  into  irretrievable  wo !  Soon  the 
Vol.  III.  u 


day  of  grace  may  fct,  and  rife  with  you  no  more 
for  ever!  You  may  exhauft  eternity  in  excruciat- 

^1?  Eloans>  i  to  at  the  k&YVfjl  is  'pajl  ,  and  the  Juntmer 
is  ended ,  and  we  are  notfaved. 

Lehoid,  O  carelefs  finner,  the  barren  and  fallen 
leaves  around  you !  I  low  many  are  drying  up  from 
the  roots,  and  dropping  into  the  invifible  world? 
Some  dying  in  a  miferabie— fome  in  a  doubtful 
ilate ;  fome  in  the  full  career  of  their  fins,  and  o, 
thers  amidit  the  purpofes  of  future  repentance. — 
Doit  thou,  O  barren  firmer,  dare  thejuftice,  omni¬ 
potence  and  jealoufy  of  Almighty  God?  Or  doft 
thou  Gilt  fool i flily  prefume  on  dclpifed  grace  and 
infulted  mercy?  He  who  fpared  not  the  angels 
tv  ho  fell — who  fpared  not  his  only  fon,  will  he  fpare 
you,  O  ftupid  Chrifiians,  who  perfift,  in  defiance 
of  light,  to  defpife  his  grace  and  mercy?  He  that 
fpared  not  his  cliofen  people,  the  feed  of  Abraham, 

Ifaac,  and  Jacob  his  friends: — What?  Shall  the 
queition  drop  from  my  lips?  Will  he  fpare  and 
lave  you? — No.  The  blinded  mind,  and  even  the 
feared  confcience  mult  fpurn  the  thought.  Alas! 
is  the  indignation  of  heaven — the  wrath,  tribula¬ 
tion  and  anguifh  from  the  eternal  king  loft,  as  the 
palling  wind,  upon  you  ?  Have  the  torments  of  hell 
no  terror?  Aroufe,  O  barren  foul!  open  thine 
eyes!  {hake  thyfeli !  flee  defiruction,  before  thou 
art  in  wrapped  in  liquid  fneets  of  endlefs  flames  L 

If  preaching,  and  the  other  ordinances  of  God 
cannot  eifedt  your  adamantine  hearts,  and  bring 
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forth  the  penitential  refolve,  and  induce  you,  in  fin- 
cerity,  to  yield  up  your  hearts  to  the  bleffed  Jefus, 
to  walk  in  the  ways  ofrighteoufnefs,  and  to  become 
fruitful  Chriftians,  attend  the  dying  rooms  of  bar¬ 
ren  fouls,  doling  their  eyes  upon  all  terreftrial 
things!  Follow  them  in  your  contemplations  to 
the  land  ofdarknefs;  and,  in  your  retired  moments, 
confider  their  final  doom,  and  afk  yourfeives, 
where  is  it  probable  they  are  gone?  See  how  friends 
and  relatives  bend  over  the  departing  life;  they 
render  ftrong  groans  for  weak;  they  figh  at  the  in¬ 
tervals;  they  reftrain  their  own  breath  to  hear  the 
departing — the  long  intermitted  gafp  returns  no 
more!  Loud  laments  fill  the  chambers — open  the 
creaking,  groaning  doors — flalh  through  the  infe¬ 
rior  apartments — burft  forth  in  horrid  peals,  and 
follow  the  barren  fpirit  down  to  eternal  perdition! 
« — Now  is  the  accepted  time — now  is  the  day  of fabva- 
tion — is  the  laft  voice  to  gofpel  reprobates  this  fide 


jiell! 

Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us !  Amen, 


SERMON  XLIX. 


Ob  HONESTY. 

B  X 

•m 

ALEXANDER  MACWHORTER,  D.  D. 

Miniver  of  the  Firfl  Pre/byterian  Church,  Newark,  New-Jerfey* 

Hebrews  xiii.  18. 

We  trujl  we  have  a  good  confcience,  in  all  things ,  wel¬ 
ling  to  live  hone  ft  ly . 

rl  “'HAT  kind  of  beauty,  which  arifes  from  har- 
A  mony  and  proportion,  is  in  no  writings  fo 
visible  or  fo  perfect  as  in  the  holy  feriptures.  The 
religion  therein  revealed  to  mankind,  is  a  fyftem 
of  perfect  and  univerfal  order  and  harmony.  There 
is  fuch  a  facred  connexion  between  the  truths  and 
duties,  fuch  a  regular  dependance  of  one  part  up¬ 
on  another,  that  any  difadjuftment  or  negletft  of 
one,  mars  the  general  fymmetry,  and  produces  a 
meafure  of  deformity  and  confufion.  There  is  a 
juft  and  univerfal  tendency  in  the  whole ,  to  the 
fame  uniform  c il'ett  and  end;  and  every  particu¬ 
lar  truth  and  duty  unites  to  promote  the  ultimate 
defign  of  the  whole.  In  this  fyftem,  there  is  no 
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interference  in  the  feveral  branches  of  truth  or  du- 
ty;  one  truth  or  duty  does  not  juftle  out  another ,• 
each  has  its  proper  place  and  proper  confequence; 
and,  therefore,  calculated  in  infinite  wifdom  to  an- 
fvver  the  general  and  great  intention,  which  is  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  perfection  and  felicity  of  in¬ 
telligent  creatures.  Thofe  truths  and  duties. 


which  relate  to  God,  Hand  as  the  firft  principles  of 
the  fyftem;  thofe,  which  relate  to  ourfelves  and 
our  neighbor,  arife  as  infallible  and  neceffary  con- 
fequences  from  thefe.  And  fo  ftridt  and  certain 
is  the  connexion,  that  the  whole  is  injured  by  an 
infringement  of  the  confequences,  as  of  the  prut* 
f  ipal  parts. 


Thus  is  true  religion  defcribed  in  the  facred 
oracles;  and  thus  it  is  when  transferred  to  the  heart 
by  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Religion  in 
the  heart,  in  fome  good  degree,  correfponds  to  re¬ 
ligion  in  the  word,  as  face  anfwers  to  face  in  a 
plafs.  As  the  truths  and  duties  of  religion, 
promote  piety  to  God,  and  an  holy  regard  to  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  fo  they  alfo  produce  a  due  re« 
fpedt  to,  and  a  pra&ical  obfervance  of  every  focial 
virtue.  Hence,  how  beautiful  and  amiable  is  a 
truly  religious  chara&er !  One  branch  of  religion 
doth  not  exclude  another;  a  Chrifiian’s  refped 
and  duty  to  God  is  fo  far  from  injuring,  that  a- 
bove  all  things  it  promotes  his  duty  to  his  neigh¬ 
bor.  It  is  the  divine  commandment,  that  bejhould 
love  his  neighbor  as  himfelf  ,•  and  he  that  lovetn  Gods 
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to///  keep  his  commandments . — Oil  the  other  hand, 
duty  and  refpedt  to  his  neighbor,  or  the  pradtice  of 
focial  duties  will  never  preclude  or  diminifh  his 
regard  to  God,  or  the  duties  of  devotion.  Every 
duty  holds  its  proper  place  in  the  general  fyftem. 
Love  to  God,  and  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus,  oblige  us 
to  treat  our  neighbor  with  propriety ;  and  our  ho¬ 
ned  and  virtuous  conduct  towards  our  neighbor 
will  never  allow  us  to  enjoy  the  approbation  of  our 
own  minds,  or  to  have  a  good  conference,  with** 
our  a  fupreme  regard  and  duty  to  God. 

•  From  this  view  of  things,  it  is  evident  that  all 
appearances  of  religion  are  defective  and  wrong, 
which  do  not  promote  the  duties  incumbent  upon 
us  in  our  focial  connexions  as  men  and  chriftians. 
The  more  religion  reigns  in  the  heart  towards 
God,  the  more  love  and  duty  will  increafe  towards 
our  neighbor;  with  more  care  and  diligence  will 
the  focial  duties  be  cultivated  and  difcharged. 
That  religion,  which  is  of  the  operation  of  God,  pu¬ 
rifies  the  heart  from  the  old  leaven  of  malice,  wick- 
ednefs,  difhonefty  and  unrighteoufnefs,  and  forms 
the  foul  to  the  love  and  practice  of  candor,  charity, 
goodnefs,  integrity  and  uprightnefs.  All  religious 
affections  and  exercifes,  unaccompanied  with  the 
moral  virtues,  are  delufive  and  fpurious.  Holi- 
nefs  and  focial  virtue  are  infeparable  in  the  nature 
of  things,  and  in  the  revelation  of  heaven  to  man. 
The  former  cannot  exift  without  the  latter,  nor  can 
die  latter  be  genuine  and  durable  without  the  for- 
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mer.  Some  perfons  in  great  zeal  and  apparent 
warmth  in  religious  and  devotional  exercifes,  will 
fpeak  meanly  of  morality  and  focial  virtue,  and  o- 
thers  again  will  cry  up  morality  and  focial  duties 
as  all  in  all.  But  both  thefe  are  deviations  from 
that  real  religion  which  fecures  peace  of  confcience 
and  leads  to  everlafting  life.  The  holy  feriptures 
teach  us,  that  the  practice  of  piety,  godlinefs,  fo¬ 
cial  virtue,  and  morality,  are  all  beautifully  con¬ 
nected,  and  go  hand  in  hand.  They  no  where  ad¬ 
mit  of  fuch  notions  of  religion  as  exclude  moral¬ 
ity,  nor  fuch  a  preference  and  praCtice  of  morality 
as  weakens  or  fupercedes  the  obligations  of  religion 
in  its  mo  ft  exalted  branches  or  ipiritual  exercifes. 
Each  mull  poffefs  its  due  influence  on  the  Chrif- 
tian  life  in  all  proper  exercife,  frames  and  prao 
tice.  Accordingly  we  find  our  Lord  and  his  apof- 
tles  always  inculcating  the  duties  of  both  tables 
upon  their  hearers.  Our  divine  Redeemer,  when 
he  exhibits  a  comprehenfive  view  of  the  whole  duty 
©f  man,  and  of  the  requifitions  of  heaven,  does  it  in 
this  manner.  L hou  Jhali  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thy  heart ,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thy f elf.  And  the 
great  St.  Paul,  the  fuppofed  author  of  this  epiftle 
to  the  Hebrews,  who  was  eminent  for  his  difplay- 
ing  and  dwelling  upon  the  dodlrines  of  grace,  is  no 
Ids  diftinguifhed  for  his  enforcing  the  focial  vir¬ 
tues,  and  enjoining  the  duties  of  morality.  He  re¬ 
commends  them  in  general,  agreeably  to  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  his  mafter,  in  love  to  our  neighbor ;  and  he 
enlarges  throughout  his  letters  upon  every  partly 
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eular  branch  of  focial  and  relative  duty.  And  here,, 
in  the  words  of  our  text,  with  great  propriety  and 
energy,  he  recommends  the  virtue  ofhonefty. — 
This  is  a  part  of  Chrifhan  morality  of  a  fuperior 
kind.  Without  it  we  cannot  exped  the  favor  of 
God,  the  friendship  and  erteem  of  mankind,  nor 
peace  in  our  own  minds,  in  moments  of  fober  re¬ 
flection.  When  the  apoftle  hopes,  with  regard  to 
himfelf  and  thefe  Hebrew  Chriflians,  that  they 
had  a  good  confcience,  he  ftrongly  intimates  that 
the  goodnefs  of  their  confcience  arofe  from  the  dif- 
pofmon  they  had  to  pradife  this  amiable  and  ne- 
ceffary  virtue.  l-P’e  Inijl  we  have  a  good  confcience- 
tn  all  things ,  willing  to  live  honeftly.  Sincere  defires 
and  endeavors  to  live  honeltly,  both  procure  a 
good  confcience,  and  are  evidences  ofit,  A  good 
confcience  is  a  fvveet  companion  and  a  continual 
entertainment;  it  brings  in  a  large  revenue  of 
tranquillity,  fatisiadion,  joy  and  confolation  to  the 
brealt  in.  which  it  dwells,  under  the  frowns  of  the 
world,  and  au  the  varying  afpecis  ol  divine  provi-« 
dence. 

'  *  4  . 

'  ‘  *  '  ■  *  ^  ‘  i 

Honefty  is  a  Chriftian  virtue  of  a  very  genera! 
liatuie;  it  extends  to  all  the  relations  which  take 
place  among  the  cnildren  or  men.  JBut,  in  parti- 
cmar*  it  icners  to  our  commerce,  bargains,  pro- 
miles  and  dealings,  one  with  another,  k  is  truly 
a  melancholy  recollection,  that  there  are  fo  many 
violations  ox  this  virtue  among  mankind,  efpeciak 

ly  among  them  who  name  the  name  of  Ghnft,  and 
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have  thereby  obliged  themfelves  to  depart  from  all 
iniquity.  The  coniiderations  by  which  it  is  re¬ 
commended  to  us,  from  reafon  and  religion,  how¬ 
ever  convincing  and  numerous,  are  not  always 
powerful  enough  to  imprefs  the  confcience,  and 
hold  us  to  the  fteady  obfervation  of  honefty  in  our 
conduct.  Such  is  the  degeneracy  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  and  fo  deeply  are  the  feeds  of  depravity  im¬ 
planted  in  our  iouls,  that  flight  occafions  often¬ 
times  prove  victorious  temptations  to  difhonefty, 
weaken  our  regards  to  righteoufnefs,  and  lead  us. 
to  injure  our  fellow-creatures.  But  to  render  our 
conferences  more  tender— to  enable  them  more 

A  •  "  -  '  *  ■'  j 

faithfully  to  perform  their  office — to  caufe  us  to 
avoid  and  abhor  difhoneity  more,  and  to  ftrength- 
en  our  refolutions  in  favor  of  integrity,  let  us>  a  lit¬ 
tle,  in  the 

Firfi.  place,  open  the  fountains  from  whence  dif- 

honefty  flows. 

Then,  fecondly ,  mention  fome  coniiderations  and 
motives  to  induce  us  to  be  confciencioufly  honeft 
in  ail  our  employments,  bufinefs  and  converfation. 

1 

Firfi ,  In  order  to  illuftrate  the  excellency  and 
importance  of  this  virtue  of  honefty,  we  fliall  point 
out  feme  of  the  fountains  from  whence  the  oppo- 
fite  vice  flows,  or  fome  of  the  chief  caufes  oi  dif- 
hpnefty.  Oppofltes  frequently  illuftrate  each  o- 
ther  to  great  advantage.  The  beauty  and  charms 
of  Chriftian  virtue  gain  ftrength  by  arouftng,  in  us, 
an  indignation  and  abhorrence  of  mean,  bale  and 
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immoral  practices.  Honefty  will  appear  more  no¬ 
ble,  honorable  and  God-like,  by  awakening  a  pro¬ 
per  difguft  and  hatred  of  the  odious  deformity  of 
difhonefly. 

With  regard  to  the  chief  fprings  of  difhonefly, 
they  may  be  contemplated  both  in  a  general  and  par¬ 
ticular  view.  Under  a  general  cohfideration,  dif¬ 
honefly  arifes  from  the  fame  common  fource  with 
all  other  kinds  of  abominations  and  iniquities.  It 
arifes  from  the  awful  depravity  and  corruption  of 
the  human  heart,  which  is  deceitful  above  all  things  % 
and  defp'erately  wicked ;  and  from  whence,  accord¬ 
ing  to  our  Lord's  account,  proceed  evil  thoughts , 
murders ,  adulteries , fornications ,  thefts ,  falfe  witnefs> 
blafphemies .  An  evil  fountain,  indeed,  that  fends 
forth  fuch  f! reams  of  pollution! — But  the  more 
particular  caufes  of  difhonefly  are  fuch  things  as 
thefe. 

1.  SJothfulnefs,  idlenefs  and  an  averfion  to  la¬ 
bor  and  the  bufinefs  of  our  calling.  In  fome,  this 
vice  may  be  confidered,  in  a  meafure,  as  conftitu- 
tional.  They  are  naturally  flothful  and  fluggifli. 
They  incline  to  do  nothing  with  a  proper  fpirit* 
either  ferviceable  to  themfelves  or  others.  In  o- 
thers  it  is  contracted  and  acquired.  They  are  nat¬ 
urally  adlive  enough;  but,  by  improper  manage¬ 
ment,  by  indulgence  of  a  wandering  fancy,  by  con¬ 
tracting  a  fondnefs  for  company  and  folly,  they 
become  impatient  of  application  to  bufinefs ;  they 
fed  a  reluctance  to  the  confinement  of  labor 
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and  of  their  occupation;  induftry  is  relinquifhed; 
an  inattention  to  their  word,  and  a  breach  of  pro, 
miies  follow.  Thefe  are  m  great  danger  of  prac- 
tifing  dilbonefty  in  one  fort  or  another.  They  of¬ 
fer  a  thoufand  untrue,  diihoneft  and  fhufftingcx- 
cufes  to  their  employers  for  not  having  done  their 
work— they  lofe  their  cuftorrh — their  circumftan- 
ces  become  prefling  and  uneafy — they  can  obtain 
credit  no  longer — they  muft  have  a  livelihood — 
therefore,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  fome  diftioneft 
methods  to  obtain  it.  Hence  they  are  tempted  tQ 
over-reaching,  cheating,  defrauding,  pilfering,  and 
even,  perhaps,  to  notorious  theft  and  robbery. — 
They  imagine  evil  upon  their  beds,  and  ftudy 
fehemes  of  difhonefty.  This  was  the  unhappy 
cafe  of  the  unjuft  fteward.  To  work  he  had  not 
Been  ufed,  and  to  beg  he  was  afhamed ;  hence  he 
refolves  immediately  to  pradife  knavery  and  dif¬ 
honefty.  Behold,  how  readily  evil  devices  occur 
to  a  proud  man  averfe  and  difufed  from  labor. — - 
The  forfaking  of  induftry  is  the  abandoning  of  ho- 
nefty.  How  many  are  there  whofe  honor  and 
pride  would  be  mortally  wounded  by  returning 
to  their  trades  or  manual  labor,  and  yet  in  the  full 
gratification  of  their  pride,  and  in  conliftence  with 
their  honor,  falfely  fo  called,  they  can  be  guilty  of 
the  moft  crafty,  lying  and  villanous  pradices.  O 
honor!  how  art  thou  proftituted  and  perverted! 
The  greateft  diftionor  and  difgrace  to  human  na¬ 
ture  muft  now  be  fubmitted  to,  rather  than  an  ho- 
inert  and  honorable  application  to  thebuftnefs  of 
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our  callings.  If  our  notions  of  religion  fhould  ’ 
become  as  wild  and  extravagant,  as  the  notions  of 
many  are  of  honor,  it  will  foon  come  to  pafs  that 
the  greateft  villain  will  be  deemed  the  moll  reli¬ 
gious  man. 

Induftry,  and  a  careful  attention  to  our  employ¬ 
ments  in  life,  are  of  eflential  importance  to  true 
honor  and  honefty ;  and  they  are  equally  fo  to  real 
religion  and  Chriftian  morality.  Idlenefs  is  an 
exuberant  fountain  of  a  multitude  of  evils.  It 
contains  not  a  tint  of  virtue  or  piety.  It  is  an 
evil,  pure  and  unmixed  ;  It  contains  not  alpice  of 
religion,  morality,  honor  or  honefty.  What  muft 
be  the  ftreams  flowing  from  fuch  an  avernian 
fource?  All  polluted,  odious,  and  to  be  detefted^ 
Let  every  Chriftian  turn  away  his  head  with  ab¬ 
horrence  of  the  idol  of  indolence.  Attend  to  S to 
Paul’s  addrefs  to  the  faunterine  Chriftians  in  Thef- 
falonica.  We  hear  there  are  Jome  among  you  that 
walk  dijorderly>  and  work  not  at  all>  but  are  bufy ,  and 
yet  idle  bodies ;  we  command  and  exhort  fuch  by  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chriji}  that  with  quietnefs ,  they  work  and 
eat  their  own  breads  and  thofe  who  will  not  zvorkj 
What  does  he,  fay  ?  Does  he  grant  them  an  allow¬ 
ance  of  diftioneft  and  Ihifting  contrivances  ;  No, 
they  ftiould  ftarve,  they  Jhould  not  eat . 

Now,  my  brethren,  let  us  abhor  idlenefs  and  la- 
zinefs  as  odious  vices,  and  the  fources  of  horrid 
evils  in  time  and  in  eternity.  Let  us  be  peculi¬ 
arly  careful  to  innure  ourfelves,  and  form  our  chiL 

-  Xjf  r  •  '  1  ■ :  * r  •  ■■  * 


174 


MACWHORTER. 

dren  to  habits  of  application  and  indufiry.  Let 
us  oblige  them  to  a  Heady  attendance  upon  their 
fchools,  and  to  fuch  bufinefs  as  every  year  of  their 
age  is  capable  of.  The  great  bulk  of  mankind 
are  made  or  ruined,  in  loul  and  body  for  ever,  be¬ 
fore  they  are  eighteen  years  of  age.  Hence,  the 
wifeft  Hates,  the  mofl  religious  churches,  and  mofl 
chriflian  governments,  have  employed  their  chief 
and  principal  care  upon  children  and  youth.  Train 
up  a  child,  in  the  way  wherein  he  fhould  go ,  and  when 
he  becomes  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it. 

The  fecond  fountain  and  caufe  of  dilhonefly  is 
avarice  or  covetoufnefs.  The  influence  of  this 
vice  hurries  many  perfons  into  a  thoufand  wicked 
and  unrighteous  practices.  This  unbounded  de¬ 
fire  of  getting  cannot  be  removed  but  by  difho- 
nefl  gratifications.  Hence  people  are  tempted  to 
take  what  is  not  their  due,  or  withhold  what  is 
due  to  others.  They  purfue  difhoneH  meafures 
to  pinch  from,  or  over-reach  thofe  with  whom  they 
deal.  It  is  to  this  horrid  root  of  bitternefs,  the 
falfe  balance  and  deceitful  beam  owe  their  inven¬ 
tion.  Hence  the  feller  puts  off  damaged  wares 
for  good,  and  the  buyer,  falfe  money  or  counter¬ 
feited  currency.  This  avaricious  temper  difpofes 
the  tradefman  to  work  up  bafe  materials  in  a  fligh¬ 
ty  manner,  and  to  impofe  upon  the  ignorance  and 
credulity  of  his  employer.  This  caufes  one  to 
take  the  advantage  of  the  prefen  t  neceflity  of  an¬ 
other,  and  obliges  him  either  to  difpofe  of,  or  pur- 
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chafe  at  an  improper  value.  Covetoufnefs  tempts 
perfons  to  prevaricate,  truckle,  flatter  and  lie  in 
their  dealings ;  to  break  their  promifes,  and  delay 
their  payments  to  their  cuftomers  or  creditors. 
The  fame  diilioneft  humor  makes  men  bring  in 
extortionate  bills,  and  overcharge  for  their  fervi- 
ces.  What  a  world  of  iniquity,  diflionefty  and  in^ 
juftice  flow  from  this  awful  fource  !  Here  we  fee 
the  propriety  of  the  frequent  cautions  we  have 
from  Chriftianity,  to  beware  of  covetoufnefs. 

A  third  fountain  of  difnonefty  originates  in  lux¬ 
ury  and  extravagance.  When  perfons  live  above 
their  income,  and  their  expences  exceed  their  cir- 
cumftances;  when  they  attempt  to  ftiine  at  home 
and  abroad  in  pomp  and  equipage,  with  thofe  of 
better  bufmefs  and  fuperior  fortunes  :  What  can 
be  the  confequence?  Bankruptcy  or  diflionefty 
muft  be  the  necefiary  iffue.  From  hence  they 
borrow  w  ithout  deiigns  of  payment,  and  run  into 
debt  without  a  rational  profpecl  of  difcharging  it. 
Many  fupport  their  prodigality  at  the  expence  o? 
their  creditors,  and  the  ruin  of  their  families. 
This  vice  drives  fome  to  gaming,  and  other  prac¬ 
tices  of  bad  report,  with  a  view  of  hafty  and  dill 
honeft  gains ;  and  thus  it  becomes  an  awful  fource 
ofdilhonor,  wretchednels,  and  mifery. 

Fourthly ,  Another  fountain  of  diflionefty  I  fhall 
mention,  is  pride  and  felfilhnefs.  Thefe  had  a 
deep  fhare  in  the  firft  tranfgreffion,  and  probably 
had  great  influence  in  the  fail  both  of  angels  and 
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men.  Thefc  produce  ddhonefty  towards  our 
brethren  of  mankind  of  every  fort;  but  more  es¬ 
pecially  in  regard  to  their  perfons  and  reputation. 
Pride  tempts  men  to  refufe  due  refpedt  to  their 
iuperiors,  to  be  haughty  to  their  equals,  and  to 
iiiow  a  fupercilious  contempt  of  their  inferiors. — ■ 
Selfillmefs  cannot  bear  the  preference  of  another 
—it  grows  uneafy,  and  fwells  into  differ  isfadtioiv 
at  his  advancement  or  prosperity*  It  is  hard  to 
treat  a  proud  and  felftfii  man  with  reverence.  Tub- 
million  and  obeifance.  When  you  are  obliged  to 
bow  and  cringe  before  him,  and  bite  the  lip,  it  is 
not  in  nature  or  grace,  not  to  defpife  him  in  your 
inmoit  foul. 

.  r  #  .  *  •  /  ;  / 

It  is  pride  alfo  that  raifes  envy  at  the  growing 
feme  of  a  neighbor,  and  induces  to  the  fpreading 
abroad  of  difhonorable  thingsrto  his  difadvantage. 
It  takes  an  ill-natured  fatisfaction  in  feeing  him 
mortified  or  brought  down.  Pride  and  felfifh- 
ncfs  often  produce  a  malicious  and  revengeful 
temper,  which  is  frequently  an  origin  of  much 
difhonefty.  Malice  and  revenge  form  a  deteftable 
character,  and  near  a-kin  to  hell.  It  is  impoflible, 
without  horror,  to  relate  the  dreadful  extremes 
thefe  paffions  will  carry  perfons  to,  in  whom  they 
prevail.  They  often  (tick  at  nothing,  however 
difhonorable,  fhockmg  and  inhumane,  for  their 
gratification.  They  direct  to  (hindering,  backbite 
ing,  ftabbing  another’s  good  name.  They  deftroy 
the  peace  of  neighborhoods,  difiblve  the  bonds 


offriendfhip,  break  afunder  the  ties  of  blood,  and 
affinity,  fcatter  abroad  firebrands,  arrows  and  death, 
and  work  difhonefty  with  greedinefs,  and  feel  the 
tormenting  pleafure  which  the  damned  enjoy. 
Let  fome  unhappy  occafion  open  this  fource  of 
ill,  immediately  all  the  faults,  infirmities  and  ble- 
mifhes  of  a  worthy  and  good  character  will  be  pro¬ 
claimed  and  aggravated ;  his  belt,  molt  Chriftian 
and  beneficent  actions  will  be  mifreprefented  and 
debafed;  confidences  difregarded;  fecrets  blazed 
and  publifhed  ;  and  the  whole  courfe  of  nature  fet 
on  fire.  Behold  difhanefty,  what  a  horrid  fpedtre! 
It  creates  damnation  in  the  foul,  and  turns  earth 
into  hell.  Let  us  quit  the  odious  and  awful  ob¬ 
ject,  and  proceed — ■ 

Secondly ,  To  bring  forward  fome  corifidefations 
and  motives  to  ind  uce  us  to  be  confcientioufly  honeft 

in  all  our  employments,  bufinefs  and  converfation 
with  our  fellow-men. 

Can  we  now  think  a  diflioneft  thought,  contrive 
a  difhonelt  fcheme,  or  be  guilty  of  a  difhdneft  ac¬ 
tion  ?  Confider  the  right  every  man  has  to  enjoy 
his  own,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  reafon,  religion  and 
fociety,  in  refpeCt  to  his  perfon,  property  and  cha¬ 
racter.  Thefe  blefiings  are  the  benefactions  of 
heaven  to  all.  Their  right  to  the  undifturbed 
poffeffion  of  them  is  founded  upon  the  grant  of 
the  God  of  nature  and  of  grace.  To  helitate  a- 
bout  the  title  of  the  lawful  owner's  quiet  enjoyment 
of  them,  is  to  difpute  the  right  of  the  fupreme  and 
Yol.  ill,  Y 
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independent  proprietor,  the  Lord  Almighty: 
Therefore,  all  fraudulent  and  difhoneft  pra&ices, 
from  the  evil  thought  in  the  mind  to  the  higheft 
a£ts  of  outrageous  violence,  are  a  reverfion  of  the 
orders  of  heaven,  a  condemnation  of  equity  and 
wifdom,  and  an  invalion  of  the  throne  of  God, 
It  is  as  a  poet  inimitably  expreffes  himfelt  in  an¬ 
other  cafe,  to 

"  Snatch  from  his  hands  the  balance  and  the  rod. 
Rejudge  hisjuftice,  be  the  God  of  God.” 

f 

Will  the  Almighty  Sovereign  fee  his  creatures 
and  his  children  rifled  of  their  immunities  and 
bleflings,  which  his  goodnefs  and  bounty  hath  con¬ 
ferred  upon  them,  and  not  conceive  refentmentj 
Will  he  not  whet  his  glittering  fword,  and  his 
hand  lay  hold  on  vengeance  ?  Let  all  difhoneft 
perfons  tremble;  the  eternal  God  will  affert  his 
own  prerogative,  and  maintain  the  facred  rights  of 
honefty. 

Further  confider,  fincerity  and  honefty  are  the 
very  bonds  which  hold  fociety  together.  The  re¬ 
ligious  obfervation  of  thefe  virtues  are  the  great 
means  to  advance  its  real  mterefts.  From  whence 
it  is  plain,  that  the  negledt  or  difufe  of  them,  muft 
deflroy  the  advantages  ol  fociety,  and  threaten  its 
very  exiftence.  A  diflionefl:  perfon  is  a  publie 
nuifance,  and  may  be  viewed  as  a  common  enemy 
to  mankind.  None  are  fafe  from  injuries  who 
have  any  commerce  or  dealings  with  him.  Can 
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chere  be  fuch  monders  in  nature  as  profefling 
Chridians,  and  yet  difhoned  men?  They  lap  the 
foundations  of  church  and  date,  and  are  more  dan¬ 
gerous  than  open  and  declared  foes.  An  avowed 
enemy  may  be  an  honed  man,  but  a  deceitful 
friend  cannot.  What  fociety,  either  civil  or  reli¬ 
gious,  can  be  fecure,  where  difingenuity  and  dif- 
honedy  are  pradifed  by  its  members?  Can  we 
bold  fuch  in  edimation,or  think  favorably  of  them? 
How  contrary  is  difnonedy  to  the  treatment  we 
wifli  and  exped  from  mankind  ?  We  refent  it, 
when  done  to  ourfelves;  how  fhould  we  avoid  it 
in  ail  our  traffick  with  others?  Let  us  never,  in  any 
indance,  ad  a  difhoned  part,  or  be  guilty  of  a 
condud  contrary  to  humanity,  reafon  and  chrifti- 
anity. 

Laflly,  Confider  the  pradiee  of  diflionedy  is 
prohibited  in  a  thoufand  indances  in  the  word  of 
God.  The  divine  wrath  is  revealed  againd  it, 
both  in  his  declarations,  and  in  many  examples  re¬ 
corded  in  the  facred  hidory.  That  which  is  alto¬ 
gether  juft  /halt  thou  follow,  faith  the  Lord  thy  God, 
Ye  Jhall  not  fteal  nor  deal  falfely ,  nor  lie  one  to  another. 
Thou J halt  not  defraud  thy  neighbor  nor  rob  him .  The 
wages  of  him  that  is  hired  Jhall  not  abide  with  thee  all 
night  until  the  morning.  Ye  Jhall  do  no  unright eouf- 
nefs  in  judgment ,  in  weight ,  or  in  meafure .  A  juft  ba¬ 
lance  and  juft  weights  Jhall  ye  have.  The  royal 
preacher  informs  us,  That  an  unjuft  weight  is  an 
domination  to  the  Lord.  PVo  to  him ,  faith  the  mod 
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high  by  the  prophet,  who  buildeth  his  houfe  by  un - 
right eoufnefs,  and  his  chambers  by  wrung who  ufeth 
his  neighbor  s fervice  without  wages ,  and  giveth  him 
not  fo)  his  worn.  W  hat  doth  the  Lord  fay  toChrif- 
t  by  the  apoille  James,  of  diflionefl  gains? 
Tour  gold  and  fiver  is  cankered,  and  theruji  of  them 
fan,  ue  a  witnefs  againji  you ,  and  Jhall  eat  up  your 
ffh  as  fire-  Ye  have  heaped  up  treafure  together  for 
the  laji  u  ays.  Beiooid  the  hire  of  the  laborers  which 
have  reaped  down  your  fields,  which  is  of  you  kept  back 
by  j,  wid,  cut ihy  ana  the  cries  of  them  which  have 
reaped,  are  entered  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth. 

Read  the  vengeance  of  heaven  againft  difhoneft 
nien.  Confider  the  end  of  Balaam,  who  loved  the 
wages  of  uhrightequfnefs.  Behold  the  fate  of  an 
oppreffive  and  diilioneft  Pharaoh.  What  infince- 
iiiy,  for ie it ure  of  honor,  breach  ofpromifes,  and 
ouciLy  f 01  m t g  his  character !  And  how  was  his 
kingdom  deluged  in  blood  by  the  flaying  of  the 
xii  ii- born ;  and  himfelf  and  his  whole  ho  ft  over— 
wiiwin'ied  m  flic  Red  Sea !  View  the  dop's  lickim? 
the  blood  of  A  ha  b,  in  the  very  place  where  he  fned 
innocent  blood,  that  he  might  difhoneflly  poflefs 
flimfelf  of  his  neighbor’s  vineyard.  But  there 

would  be  no  end  of  retailing  horrid  mflances  of 
this  kind. 

Let  us  turn  our  eyes  to  our  divine  mafter  upon 
tlua  nead,  contemplate  Ins  conduct,  and  the  defign 
01  ^iiC  poly  religion  he  inftituted.  Plain  and  fo- 
leaui  arc  his  commands  upon  the  mount,  as  aifo 


on  other  occasions,  that  honejty  he  pradtifed  between 
man  and  man .  He  has  given  us  an  admirable,  eafy 
and  univerfal  rule  of  honefty,  in  that  ever- memo¬ 
rable  and  golden  maxim.  All  things  whatfoever ye 
Would  that  men Jhould  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  Jo  unto 
them ,  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets .  How 
beautiful,  excellent  and  obvious  to  application  is 
this  divine  direction !  What  a  fyftem  of  Chriftian- 
ity  is  here!  And  whole  codes  of  morality  cannot 
exprefs  more.  Do  unto  all  as  ye  would  defire 
they  fhould  do  unto  you,  were  you  in  their  cir- 
cumftances,  and  they  in  your’s,  then  you  will  be 
Jioneft  men  and  good  Chriftians.  Dreadful  is  the 
curie  which  Jefus  pronounces  upon  the  diihoneft 
religionifts  of  his  day.  V/o  unto  you  Scribes  and  Pha - 
rifees ,  hypocrites,  for  ye  pay  tylhe  of  mint  and  annife ,  and 
cummin ,  and  have  omitted  the  weightier  matters  of  the 
law,  judgment,  mercy  and faith!  that  is,  ye  are  neither 
charitable,  honeft,  nor  true  believers.  Your  ne¬ 
glecting  honefty  towards  your  fellow-creatures  un¬ 
der  the  fpecious  pretences  of  high  religion,  much 
devotion,  and  long  prayers,  will  only  bring  down 
more  awful  vengeance  upon  your  devoted  heads. 
God  hates  robbery  and  injujlice,  he  abhors  difhonefty 
even  for  burnt-offerings .  The  covetous  and  extor¬ 
tionate  are  ihut  out  of  heaven,  and  the  unjuft  and 
diihoneft  of  every  complexion  final!  not  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  God. 


Confider  the  fweet,  the  bleiTed,  and  perfect  ex- 
^rnpie  cf  Jefus,  the  mighty  Lord  and  Saviour  of 
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tne  world.  Behold  him  fubmitting  to  virtuous 
honefty— rendering  to  all  their  dues— tribute  to 
whom  tribute  was  due — cuftom  to  whom  cuflorn 
— icea  to  whom  lear ;  and  univerfal  love  and  bene- 
valence  to  all  mankind.  He  rendered  tribute  to 
Caefar,  fubjeCtcd  him  fell  in  all  duty  to  his  earthly 
parents,  loved  his  brethren,  and  praCiifed,  in  all 
things,  the  mod  unftained  honefty  and  perfect 
Fighteoufnefs, 

The  great  defign  and  tendency  of  the  gofpel  is 
to infpirc  us  with  an  inviolable  attachment  to  pie¬ 
ty,  morality  and  the  moft  exalted  honefty.  Does 
not  the  grace  of  God,  which  hath  appeared  unto 
all  men,  teach  us  to  deny  all  ungcdlinefs,  and 
every  worldly  luft,  and  to  live  foberiy,  righteoufly 
and  godly  in  this  prefent  evil  world  ?  Can  they  pre¬ 
tend  to  be  Chriftians — to  be  followers  of  the  pure 
and  holy  Jefus,  and  form  expectations  of  the  celcf- 
fiat  rewards,  who  live  in  deceit  and  inlincerity,  and 
pra&ife  injuftice  and  diftionefty?  Difhoneft  men 
are  a  blemifti  to  Chriftianity,  and  a  difgrace  to  ouf 
holy  religion. 

Now  from  the  conftderations  and  motives  laid 
before  us,  let  us  all  be  exhorted,  my  dear  brethren* 
to  be  perfons  of  integrity,  uprightnefs,  and  ftriCt 
juftice.  Let  us  be  honeft  men- — let  us  keep  con- 
feiences  void  of  offence  towards  God  and  man — - 
let  us  have  a  good  confcience,  in  all  things  whi¬ 
ling  to  live  honeftly.  IVhatfoever  things  are  true \ 
wbaifoever  things  are  honeft ,  whatfoever  things  are  juft * 
kvhafoever  things  are  pure ,  whatfoever  things  are  l over* 


ly>  whatfoever  things  are  of  good  report,  if  there  be  any 
virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  praife,  think  on  thefe  things . 

Perfons  are  often  cenfured  in  our  churches  for 
drunkennefs,  fornication,  &c.  but  who  is  ever  cen¬ 
fured  for  diffionefty,  a  crime  ofa  deeper  dye?  Men 
may  be  guilty  of  a  thoufand  things  which  are  not 
fair  and  upright,  and  no  notice  taken  of  them.'— 
Yea,  they  may  deceive  their  neighbor — impofe 
upon  him — prove  falfe  to  their  word — break  their 
promifes — withhold  his  dues,  and  not  only  pafs 
uncenfured,  but  be  charitably  deemed  by  many 
as  pretty  good  Chriftians,  though  none  will  truffc 
them  as  ftridtly  honeft.  Let  us  abhor  all  mean* 
low  and  double  dealings :  Keep  yourfelves  far  re¬ 
moved  from  fuch  evil  practices.  Attend  to  ho¬ 
norable  mduffry;  be  diligent  in  your  callings  and 
occupations,  but  make  not  hade  to  be  rich.  Let 
us  be  careful  to  keep  our  children  employed,  and 
our  youth  to  bufinefs.  I  would  be  far  from  de¬ 
barring  youth  from  juft  and  rational  recreations. 
But  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  proper  re¬ 
creations,  and  fauntering,  mifchievous  idlenefs,— 
Remember,  induffry  prevents  much  vice;  is  a  fe- 

curity  to  good  morals,  and  the  hand-maid  of  reli¬ 
gion. 

Let  us  beware  of  avarice  in  ourfclves,  and  guard 
all  under  our  care,  whether  children,  apprentices 
or  others  from  evil  company— from  luxury,  pride 
and  extravagance  as  far  as  in  our  power.  What 
fills  our  goals,  but  lazinefs,  folly,  an  averfion  from 
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work,  extravagance,  prodigality  and  drunken  bar¬ 
gains?  The  truly  unfortunate,  the  frugal  and  in- 
:  duflrious,  who  arife  not  above  their  bufincfs,  and 

.yet  by  adverfe  providences  are  carried  to  thofe  a- 
partments  of  calamity,  are  very  few.  What  caufes 
the  mafiy  chains  to  clank  in  our  gloomy  dun¬ 
geons,  but  horrid  difhonefty? — I  forbear  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  riling  awful  ideas. — Where  can  I  find  a 
paufe  in  this  exuberant  theme? — I  muff  break  off, 
though  to  finifh  the  fubjed  is  impoffible.  In¬ 
dulge  me  to  leave  it  in  the  fententious  counfel  of 

O 

the  prophet.  And  Oh!  that  it  might  be  indelia- 
bly  written  as  with  the  point  of  a  diamond  upon 
each  of  your  hearts!  Do  jujlly,  love  mercy ,  and  walk 
humbly  with  God . 

May  this  counfel  form  our  character,  and  evi¬ 
dence  our  hopes  of  glory-  Amen, 
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The  REWARD  or  INIQUITY; 

B  Y 

VIAL  OGDEN ■  A,  M; 

Ke<5lor  of  Trinity  Church,  in  Newark,  New-Jerfey; 

ON  this  folerim  dccafion,  I  fully  expelled >  and 
hoped,  that  my  reverend  and  very  worthy 
brother,  the  minifier  of  this  church,  would,  from 
this  place,  tiave  addfelTed  you;  his  neceffary  ab~ 
fence,  however,  from  town,  aimoft  the  whole  of 
this  week,  and  other  circumftances,  prevented  him 
from  the  difcharge  of  that  facred  fervice,  which 
has  devolved  on  me.  Though,  through  my  ab- 
fence  aifo,  from  this  place,  but  a  few  hours 
have  elapfed  llnce  I  was  requeftcd  thus  to  appear 
before  you,  a  fenfe  of  duty  would  not  fuffer  me  td 
decline  the  rcqueft,  even  under  the  difadvantages 
which  attend  fo  fudden  a  notice  to  difcharge  fd 

o 

important  an  office.  It  is  not  the  applaufe  of  men 
I  covet;  and  while  1  foiicit  the  candor  of  this  large 

Vol.  III.  Z 

*  Delivered  at  Newark,  in  the  new  Prefbyterian  Church,  May 
6,  1791,  at  the  execution  of  William  Jones,  for  the  murder  oi 
Samuel  Shotwell. 
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and  refpedlable  audience,  I  affure  them  that  I  (hall 
not  attempt  to  deliver  an  elaborate  difcourfe;  but 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  them  a  few  ferious  faffs  and 
obfervations,  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  caufe 
the  prelent  folemnity  to  have  its  defired  effedf. 

I  ne  vt'oids  of  lacred  writ  which  occur  to  me  as 

pertinent  to  this  occasion,  you  will  find  in  the  ixth 

chapter  of  the  book  of  Genefis  at  the  6th  verfe. 

Whofo  Jheddcth  yuan' s  blood,  by  man  Jhall  his  blood  be 
JLed . 

Without  any  further  obfervations,  I  fhall, 

I.  Confider  the  nature  of  murder, 

!!•  Attend  to  feme  of  its  caufes, 

111-  Notice  the  punifliment  due  to  murder, 

I  v  .  Regard  the  ends  of  this  punifhment. 

Firfl,  I  am  to  attend  to  the  nature  of  murder. 

It  is  a  crime,  it  may  be  obferved,  which,  with 
us>  nothing  can  excufe.  If  a  man  is  injured  in  his 
property,  reputation  or  perfon,  the  law  of  this 
land  of  freedom  and  good  government,  will  afford 

him  redrefs. 

Murder  is  exprefsJy  forbidden  by  the  laws  of 
Go  !  and  man.  The  Almighty,  in  great  mercy, 
hath  guarded  the  lives  of  men,  the  works  of  his 
hands,  by  the  moil  pofitive  injunctions.  In  Exo¬ 
dus  xx.  13.  we  thus  read ;  cTkon Jhalt  not  kill;  and  our 
Saviour  fanCtions  this  divine  authority  by  repeats 
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ing  it,  Matt.  xix.  18.  T hou  Jhalt  do  no  murder ; 
ihou  Jhalt  not  commit  adultery ,  &c.  The  man,  fays 
God,  who  fhall  murder  his  brother  (hail  be  punifii- 
ed.  At  the  hand  of  every  man's  brother  will  I  re¬ 
quire  the  life  of  man .  And,  to  name  no  more 
places,  from  the  great  number  which  might  be 
cited,  in  the  words  of  our  text,  God,  very  parti¬ 
cularly,  forbids  this  crime  under  the  pain  of  death. 
Whojo  Jheddeth  man's  blood ,  by  man  fhall  his  blood  be 
Jhed .  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  ftill  further  to 
prevent  the  perpetration  of  this  fin,  under  the 
Mofaic  difpenfation,  even  the  beaft  that  killed  a 
man  was  to  be  put  to  death ;  and  of  thofe  animals 
which  it  was  lawful  for  men  to  eat,  they  were  pro¬ 
hibited  to  eat  the  blood,  becaufe  it  was  the  life  of 
them. 

Murder,  fuffer  it  further  to  be  obferved,  is  an 
offence  of  great  magnitude  againft  both  God  and 
man  ;  it  bids  defiance  to  all  authority,  human  and 
divine.  In  the  words  following  the  text,  a  reafon 
is  given  why  this  crime  fhould  not  be  committed; 
for,  in  the  image  of  God  made  he  man,  Man  is  not 
only  the  creature  of  God,  but  the  only  being,  on 
earth,  upon  which  he  inftamped  his  heavenly  im¬ 
age  ;  to  deftroy  this  image  from  the  earth,  is  to 
take  from  it  every  thing  that  is  godly ;  this  muff  be 
an  heinous  offence;  it  is  a  manifeft  oppolition  to  J 
the  will  of  heaven  ;  and  though  God  fays,  1  have 
made  man  for  my  glory  •  the  murderer,  by  his  con- 
dud  declares,  (with  regard  to  one  individual  at 
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lead)  man  (hall  not  exift :  God  {hall  not  be  glo¬ 
rified  by  him !  Againft  fociety  or  the  date,  the 
offence  is  great.  A  ftate  is  compofed  of  indivi¬ 
duals  ^  and  unjuftly  to  take  away  the  life  of  an  in¬ 
dividual,  is  a  fort  of  treafon  againft  the  commu¬ 
nity  at  large ;  it  is  an  attack  on  the  commonwealth, 
and  it  deprives  the  ftate,  for  ever,  of  a  fellow  citi¬ 
zen;  of  all  his  time,  talents  and  ufefulnefs,  and, 
therefore,  in  fame  degree,  leffensits  power  and  re- 
fpe&abihty.  Againft  a  family,  the  evil  is  often 
mo,  e  fcnftbly  telt,  and  cannot  he  compenfated. 
Who,  but  God,  can  reftore  to  the  aged  father  and 
mother,  the  fon  of  their  love  ?  or,  to  the  afFedlion- 
ate  wife,  the  companion  of  her  bofom  ?  or,  to  the 
helpiefs  children,  their  father,  their  counfellor, 
and  fupport?  With  refpedt  to  the  party  murder¬ 
ed,  how  enormous  is  the  crime !  It  robs  him  of 
the  moft  valuable  thing  on  earth,  life ;  precipitates 
him,  prepared  j>r  unprepared,  into  the  world  of 
fpirits;  for  ever  fixes  the  ftate  of  his  foul,  and  to 
him  the  moft  ferious  confequence  may  be,  death 
eternal  I 

Under  this  head,  I  {hall  only  further  noticea 
that  fuch  is  the  crime  of  murder,  that  human  na¬ 
ture  revolts  at  the  very  idea  of  it;  that,  in  the  di¬ 
vine  efteem,  it  may  be  committed  in  thought  as. 
well  as  by  deed ;  and  that,  even  by  the  laws  of  our 
land,  it  may  be  perpetrated,  when  fome  may  flat¬ 
ter  themfelves,  though  their  murderous  deed  ftiail 

be  proved,  yet,  by  the  law,  they  cannot  be  corn* 
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wfted.  It  is  a  circumflance  that  merits  atten- 
tion,  (as  appeared  on  the  trial  of  the  unhappy  cul¬ 
prit  prefentj  that  perfonal,  poikive  teftimony  of 
one  or  more  witneffes,  is  not  neceffary,  to  ground 
the  charge  of  murder.  If  fuch  evidence  was  ne- 
ceffary,  as  was  juftly  remarked,  by  one  of  the  coun- 
fel  in  behalf  of  the  State,  whofe  life  would  be  fafe? 
for  murder  is  generally  committed  in  fecrecy.— 
Circumftances  alone,  when  clear  and  ftrong,  are 
fufficient  to  convidt  of  this  offence ;  particulai  ly, 
as  the  honorable  court  obferved,  fhould  a  perfon 
be  found  to  have  fuddenly  expired  in  a  room,  and, 
at  that  inftant,  (hould  a  man  iffue  from  thence, 
with  a  fword  reeking  with  blood,  this  circumftance 
would  be  fufficient  to  affix  on  him  the  charge  of 
murder.  I  mention  this  to  apprize  the  ignorant 
and  vicious  of  a  fnare  they  may  fall  into,  while  in- 
fenfible  of  danger ! 

As  the  crime  of  murder  is  thus  of  great  magni¬ 
tude,  and  fo  abhorrent  to  God  and  man,  it  may 
not  be  unufeful,  as  I  purpofed. 

To  attend  to  fome  of  the  caufes  of  this  fin. 

This,  I  apprehend,  is  feldom  or  never  commit¬ 
ted,  till  men  are  greatly  depraved ;  till  all  fenfe  of 
moral  goodnefs  is  alrnoft  totally  effaced;  until 
vice,  in  them,  reigns  predominant;  for  fuch  is  the 
deformity  of  vice,  in  general,  that  the  perfon  not 
grown  grey  in  iniquity,  fhudders  at  the  very 
thought  of  commuting  it. 
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But  how  does  the  repeated  practice  of  evil  ob¬ 
literate  bom  the  mind,  every  virtuous  fentiment, 
and  render  man,  in  point  of  moral  goodnefs,  but 
little  luperior,  perhaps,  to  the  infernal  fpiritsl’our 
Saviour  regards  incorrigible  tinners  to  be  the  chit- 

ciren  of  their  father  the  devil,  whofe  works  they 
will  do !  7 

Among  the  vices  which  the  fconeft,  and  which 
mofi  till  dually  oebafe  and  pollute  human  nature, 
we  may,  perhaps,  number  profane  fwearing  and* 
diunkennefs,  which  are  often  occafioned  through 

a  negled  of  private  and  public  devotion,  and  evil 

company. 

When  men  are  fo  degraded,  that  they  fear  not 
God  nor  regard  man,  the  immediate  caufes  of 
murder,  in  general,  are,  I  conceive,  the  love  of 
money ;  the  expectation  of  fome  earthly  good,  or 
the  fpirit  of  revenge* 

But  before  the  murderer  commits  the  awful 
orea,  would  he  paufe  a  moment,  and  confider  that 
tne  eye  of  God,  at  leaft,  is  upon  him;  that,  thro* 
the  juft  ice  of  divine  Providence,  the  murderer,  e- 
ven  in  this  world,  feldom  efcapes  with  impunity; 
ana  would  he  confider  alfo,  the  prefent  punifhment 
only,  that  awaits  his  guilt,  how  would  he  flee  from 
the  commifiion  of  fo  attrocious  a  deed? 

-  ^ llis  le^ds  me,  next,  to  pay  attention  to  the  pun- 

ifhment  of  murder. 
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By  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  the  life  of  the 
murderer  is  required.  No  tears — no  prayers — no 
penitence — no  interceflion  of  others,  nor  any  lefs 
punifhment  than  death,  can  be  accepted.  IVhofo 

fieddeth  mans  blood ,  by  man  fiallhis  blood  be  Jbed! _ 

He  that fmitelh  a  man ,  fo  that  he  die ,  fays  the  divine 
word, /hall  fure/y  be  put  to  death  l — The  murderer /hall 
Jurely  be  put  to  death!—  Ye /hall  take  no  Satisfaction 
for  the  life  of  a  murderer. — If,  in  enmity ,  a  man  fmit- 
eth  another  with  his  hand  that  he  dieth,  he  /hall furely 
be  put  to  death;  for  he  is  a  murderer.  If  a  man  hate 
his  neighbor,  and  he  in  wait  for  him ,  and fmite  him 
mortally  that  he  die,  thine  eye  /hall  not  pity  him;  but 
thou  /halt  put  away  the  guilt  of  innocent  blood! — And 
how  many  threaten ings  hath  God  denounced  a- 
gainft  the  murderer?  The  Lord,  fays  David,  will 
avoor  the  otoody  man  !  Bloody  men  /hall  not  live  out  half 
tioeir  days.  And  murderers  are  numbered  among 
thole  finneis,  who  Jhall  have  their  part  in  that  lake 
°f  fire  and  brimjlone,  which  burnethfor  ever  and  ever  ! 


Their  punifhment  of  temporal  death,  is  truly 
av.  tiu.  lobeexpofed  to  public  fharne! — To  be 
torn  from  mother,  brother,  fifter,  every  friend  — 
From  every  earthly  good !  To  be  cut  off,  as  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  in  the  flower  of  youth  !*  To  o-q 
down  with  infamy  to  the  grave,  as  a  peff  to  focie- 
ty— as  one  unworthy  of  life,— how  wretched  the 
date .  Harraffed  too  by  the  terrors  of  a  guilty  con- 
icience,  from  which  he  cannot  flee;  and,  unlefs 

*  The  culprit  was  in  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  his  age. 


pardoned  by  God*  through  the  merits  of  Cfrrift,  t& 
be  covered  with  everlafting  infamy;  eternally  to 
endure  the  anguifh  of  remorfe*  and  all  the  effedls 
of  the  divine  difpleafure;  to  fultain  all  the  incon¬ 
ceivable  miferics  of  eternal  condemnation — how 
great  the  wo — how  infupportable  the  thought! 
But  fuch  is  juftly  the  doom  of  the  impenitent  mur<* 
derer ! 

But*  is  it  enquired*  Wherefore  is  he  now  pun- 
iflied  ? 

I  fhall,  in  the  laft  place*  attend  to  the  anfwer; 

Certainly  he  is  not  here  punifhed  to  gratify  a 
fpirit  of  malice  or  revenge !  He  is  not  held  up  as 
a  fpedtade  of  mifery  that*  by  men,  he  may  fuffer 
infult,  nor  that  they  may  rejoice  in  his  mifery! 
Far  from  it! — But  to  imprefs  on  the  minds  of  men 
a  fenfe  of  the  malignity  of  the  crime  of  murder; 
to  deter  them  from  the  commiffion  of  a  deed  fo 
horrid;  and,  therefore,  the  punifhment  is  inflidf- 
ed  in  the  moft  public  manner;  ^ That  all Ifrael  (that 
every  perfon  in  the  ftate)  may  bear  and  fear ,  and  do 
not  fuch  wickednefs  !  The  murderer  is  alfo  punifhed* 
that  the  community  may  retain  its  dignity,  and 
efcape  the  vengeance  of  God.  Blood ,  we  read,  de- 
fileib  the  land;  and  the  land  cannot  be  cleanfed  of  the 
blood  that  is  fhed  therein,  but  by  the  blood  of  him  that 
JJoedit .  For  the  honor,  therefore,  of  our  country 
and  its  laws;  for  the  good  and  faiety  oi  the  com¬ 
monwealth;  and  to  avoid  the  frowns  or  a  righte¬ 
ous  and  holy  God,  the  awful  featenceis  executed; 
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the  facrifice  cannot  be  difpenfed  with;  and,  in¬ 
deed,  not  to  puniih  murder,  when  in  our  power, 
is,  in  fome  degree,  tacitly  to  approve  of  the  crime, 
and  to  become  partakers  of  the  guilt! 

Having  thus,  in  a  very  fummary  way,  noticed 
the  crime  of  murder — feme  of  the  caufes  of  it — ■ 
its  puniihment,  and  the  ends  of  this  puniihment^ 
I  ihall  proceed  to  improve  the  fubjedh 

1.  How  fenfibly  are  we  convinced,  by  every 
crime,  but  efpecially,  by  that  of  murder,  of  the  de¬ 
pravity  of  human  nature! — And  how  icon  was  this 
offence  committed  after  the  fall  of  man! — If  hu¬ 
man  nature  is  thus  depraved,  while  we  perceive 
the  necefficy  of  the  holy  religion  of  Jefus;  admire 
its  benign  intention,  which  is  to  prevent  every 
crime;  to  refiore  men  to  purity,  and  to  reconcile 
them  to  God— how  grateful  ihould  we  be  for  this 
difpenfation  of  mercy;  and  what  an  holy  abhor¬ 
rence  ihould  be  ours  of  thofe  men,  or  thoie  fenti- 
ments,  which  would  fubvert  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion,  and  introduce  deifm,  or  licentious  princi¬ 
ples,  in  its  (lead ! 

2,  It  appears,  from  what  hath  been  laid,  fidw 
neceffary  it  is,  if  men  regard  their  reputation— 
their  prefenc  and  ruture  happinefs,  to  revere  the 
precepts  of  Chriilianity ;  and,  efpeciaily,  to  avoid 
the  indulgence  of  anger  and  drunkennefs;  which 
aie  among  thofe  evils  which  lead  to  the  perpetra¬ 
tion  of  murder!  How  frequently  and  cxprefsly  are 
thefe  fins  foroidden?  pp  o  unto  them  that  vifc  up 
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ly  in  the  morning,  that  they  may  follow- ftrong  drink  j 
that  continue  till  night  until  wine  enfame  them  !  We 
are  allured  that  the  drunkard  fhall  not  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  heaven !  And,  lays  Solomon  drunken - 
nef,  at  the  lajl,  biteth  like  a  ferpent,  and  Jlingeth  like 
an  adder.  It  deferves  attention,  that  the  unhappy 
effects  of  this  vice  were  flagrantly  manifeft  in  thcfe 
two  caufes,  tried  here  fo  lately,  on  indictments  for 
murder.  The  two  unfortunate  men  who  died, 
were  intoxicated  in  death;  the  man  convicted  of 
man-ilaughter,  was  alfo  intoxicated  when  he  com¬ 
mitted  the  faCt;  and  the  perfon  who  is  now  con¬ 
demned  for  murder,  was  much  addicted  to  liquor, 
and  had  fpent  the  night  in  revelling  that  preced¬ 
ed  the  day  in  which  he  ftained  his  hands  with 
blood ! 

W  ith  refpeCl  to  Anger.  Is  it  riot  enjoined,  that 

Thou /halt  not  hate  thy  brother  in  thy  heart:  Vengeance 
is  mine  and  I  will  rep  ay,  faith  the  Lord.  We  are  ex¬ 
horted  to  put  away  all  bitternefs,  anger  and  malice,  to 
render  not  evil  for  evil ;  but  to  love  even  our  enemies. 
And  anger,  faith  the  wile  man,  rejietb  in  the  bofom  of 
fools . 

3*  If  parents  regard  the  profperity  of  their 
children,  how  fhould  they  teach  them  the  princi- 
pics  oi  our  holy  religion ;  admonifli  them  to  avoid 
every  vice ;  excite  them  by  precept  and  example, 
to  regard  every  duty;  to  remember  their  Creator  in 
the  days  of  their youth  /  Indeed,  will  not  a  different 
conduct  be  attended,  in  all  probability,  with  the 
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rood  unhappy  confequences ;  not  only  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  general,  but  to  themfelves  in  particular ;  and 
have  they  not  juft  reafon  to  fear  the  vengeance  of 
heaven  for  the  neglect  of  parental  duty  ?  Was  not 
the  houfe  of  Eli  judged  for  ever,  becaufe  his  chil¬ 
dren  made  themfelves  vile,  and  he  reftrained  them 
pot  ? 

*  ♦ 

4.  How  thankful  to  heaven  Ihould  be  thofe  pa¬ 
rents,  whofe  children  are  preferved  from  the  pow¬ 
er  of  vice  5  who  do  honor  to  religion;  and  are  a 
blefling  to  their  country  !  How  grateful,  indeed, 
Ihould  be  all  who  are  kept  from  prefumptuous  fins ! 
But  (hould  we  not  remember,  that  the  wages  of 
every  fin,  unrepented  of,  will  be  death  eternal ! 

5.  How  Ihould  impious  youth  be  warned  by 
this  unhappy  example  of  evil,  without  delay,  to 
forfake  their  fins,  and  to  flee  the  wrath  of  God  to 
come  !  Had  this  unfortunate  man  revered  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  reafon  and  religion  ;  had  the  pious  admo¬ 
nitions  of  his  mother  been  properly  regarded, 
might  he  not  have  been  ornamental  to  human  na¬ 
ture  and  to  religion ;  been  a  ufeful  member  of  fo- 
ciety ;  borne  the  name  of  his  father  with  reputa¬ 
tion;  been  a  crown  of  rejoicing to  his  widowed,  aged 
mother;  fupported  her  feeble  fieps  in  the  decline 
of  life ;  lived  in  happinefs,  and  died  in  honor!— 
But,  ah  !  through  the  indulgence  of  vice;  through 
the  forgetfulnefs  of  his  God,  how  awfully  the  re- 
verfe!  - 
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Will  you  not,  O  youth !  turn  from  his  example 
in  righteous  indignation! — What  would  tempt 
you  to  take  his  place,  to  endure  his  punilhment? 

- — i_et  his  folly,  then,  teach  you  wifdom  ;  his  in- 
difcretion,  infpire  you  with  prudence! — Shun  the 
fatal  rock  on  which  he  fplit  to  his  deftruiftion  !— 
For  the  honor  of  Chriftianity ; — for  the  reputation 
and  profperity  of  the  ftate,  and  as  you  regard  your 
own  reputation  and  happinefs  in  this  world,  and 
in  the  next ;  and  for  the  confolation  of  your  pa¬ 
rents  alfo,  be  exhorted,  be  entreated,  to  forfake 
the  thorny  way  of  vice,  and  to  tread  the  peaceful^ 
happy  path  of  virtue ! 


6.  Turn  your  eyes,  my  brethren,  and  behold, 
&  moment,  the  weeping,  the  difconfolate  mother! 
Pity  her  wo!  Sympathize  with  her  in  her  diftrefsf 
Defpife  her  not;  add  not  to  her  grief! 


I  have,  laftly,  to  addrefs  a  few  words  to  you,  fir, 
who  are  now  the  vieftim  of  jufhee  ! — Unhappy 
man! — For  you  we  feel;  for  you  we  mourn!— 
Through  the  prevalence  of  vice,  your  heart  became 
eftranged  from  God !  In  ficknefs,  you  formed  re¬ 
solutions  of  amendment;  but,  I  fear,  in  your  own 
fif rength;  for  they  vanijbed  like  the  morning  cloud  or 
early  dew  *  Thus  you  became  more  and  more  har¬ 
dened  in  iniquity?  God,  in  juft  difpleafure,  feem- 
ed  aimo.fi  totally  to  have  forfaken  you!  Not  hav¬ 
ing  his  fear  before  your  eyes,  by  an.  indulgence  of 
the  paffion  of  anger  and  revenge,  you  have  mur¬ 


dered  an  inon 


eniive,  harmiefs  neighbor !— Youfay* 
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that  you  did  not  mean  to  take  his  life  5  that  you 
had  not  murder  in  your  heart !  But,  at  lead,  was 
not  yourcondudt  towards  him  lawlefs,  cruel,  barbar¬ 
ous!  In  the  eftimation  of  God  and  man,  it  was  mur¬ 
derous  !— You  honeftly,  however,  confe  fs  the  crime! 
You  wiih  finners  may  take  warning  by  your  ex¬ 
ample!  You  own  the  juftice  of  your  fentence! 
You  are  now  to  expiate  your  offence,  agreeably  to 
the  expreis  command  of  God,  with  your  blood! — - 
While  the  hand  of  juftice  is  raifed  for  execution, 
we  lament  your  fate;  we  deplore  your  wretched-? 
nefs!  Nothing  confoles  us  but  your  penitence! — 
You  fay,  you  have  fpread  your  fins  before  God! 
That  you  heartily  bewail  them !  That  your  only 
refuge  is  in  the  blood  of  Chrift!  That  God  hath 
fpoken  peace  to  your  foul!  That  you  believe  your 
pardon  is  fealed  in  heaven!  That  your  whole 
truft  is  in  the  mercy  of  God,  through  Chrift! 
1  hat  you  aie  refigned  to  your  fate,  and  that  you 
will  leave  the  world  witn  affored  hopes  of  accept¬ 
ance  with  God,  through  the  nghteoufnefs  of  the 
merciful  Saviour ! 

We  hope  your  expectations  of  heaven  are  rati¬ 
onal,  fcriptural!  But,  be  not  deceived!  The  ad- 
verfary  of  fouls  is  fubtle!  If  you  die  in  delufion 
you  are  loft  for  ever;  mu  ft  endure  the  miferies  of 
eternal  condemnation !  j 

Let  if  your  hopes  of  falvation  are  juft,  how  great 
and  happy  will  be  your  change  in  a  few  moments! 
Bonds  you  will  exchange  for  heavenly  freedom ! 
Infamy  for  honor!  Pain  for  pleafure!  Death  for 


life!  You  will  add  to  the  trophies  of  divine  grace! 
With  the  murderous  Manaffah,  and  other  finners* 
you  will  join  in  the  praifes  of  redeeming  love!  , 

You  certainly  have  no  reafon  to  defpair  of  the 
mercy  of  heaven !  Chrift  came  not  to  call  the  right e - 
ous,  but  finners  to  repentance  l  The  broken  and  contrite 
heart  will  not  be  defpifed  by  the  God  of  companion  !—• 
Blejfed  are  thofe  who  mourn,  for  they  foallbe  comforted ! 
And  if  even  fome  of  the  murderers  of  Chrift  em¬ 
braced  the  faith,  and  found  mercy,  wherefore 
fhould  you  defpair  of  falvation  ?  For  them  Chrift 
prayed ;  becaufe  with  God  there  is  mercy  and  plen- 
teoufnefs  of  redemption ! 

To  God’s  tender  mercy,  through  Chrift,  we 
commit  you;  and  in  your  behalf,  we  humbly  ad*, 
drefs  the  throne  of  grace ! 


SERMON  LI. 


TRUST  in  GOD. 
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JOHN  WITHERSPOON,  D.  D.  L.  L.  D. 

Col.  N.  C.  P. 
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* 

Isaiah  L  io. 

Who  is  among  you  that  fear eth  the  Lord,  that  obeyeth 
the  voice  of  bis  fervant,  that  walketh  in  darknefs % 
and  oath  no  light  ?  let  him  trujl  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord 3  and  fay  upon  his  God . 

T  T  is  Laid  of  every  real  believer,  that  he  walks 
A  by  faith  and  not  by  fight.  If  this  is  true,  it 
will  follow,  that  his  faith  mull:  be  expofed  to  a  va¬ 
riety  of  trials,  while  he  continues  in  a  world  of 
ienfe.  Thefe  trials  arife  from  the  ftate  of  his  own 
mind  from  his  out  ward  condition — from  the  ftate 
ol  the  world  with  which  he  ftands  conneded,  and 
Irom  the  mutual  influence  of  all  thefe,  one  upon 
another .  From  this  fituation  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  that 
there  are  few  duties,  for  the  exercife  of  which,  a 
good  man  will  have  greater  or  more  frequent  oc- 
ca  10n>  t*lan  t^at  °f  truft  and  reliance  upon  God. 
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Truft  is  the  duty  and  the  refuge  of  the  needy — of 
the  dependent — of  the  weak— the  timorous,  and 
the  dtftreffed.  Plow  many  are  included  under  one 
or  more  of  thefe  characters;  or  rather,  who  is  it 
that  can  fay  he  is  altogether  excluded? 

Agreeably  to  this,  we  need  but  open  the  facred 
volume,  to  perceive  how  frequent  the  exhortations 
are  to  truft  in  God,  and  how  many  views  are  giv¬ 
en  us  of  his  power,  wifdom,  mercy  and  faithful— 
nefs,  to  encourage  us  to  an  unfhaken  reliance.  At 
the  fame  time,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  there  are  few 
duties  which  are  more  imperfectly  underlined  by 
many  profeffing  Chnftians.  Even  pious  perfons 
often  fin  both  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left, 
that  is  to  fay,  both  by  diffidence  and  prefumption. 
I  have,  therefore,  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity, 
and  made  choice  of  this  paflage  of  feripture,  in  or¬ 
der  to  open  and  illuftrate  a  little  this  important 
duty  of  a  fervant  of  God.  How  feafonable  it  is 
you  will  eafily  perceive,  for  in  the  facrament  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  we  have  fet  before  us  Chrift  Jefus 
the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God— the  great  pledge  of 
his  love,  and  the  great  foundation  of  our  reliance 
upon  him,  not  only  for  his  faving  mercy  in  gene¬ 
ral,  but  for  every  neceflary  bleffing  in  our  way  to  e- 
ternal  reft. 

This  paflage  of  feripture  is  alfo  well  fuited  to 
the  fubjedl.  It  was  (p®ken  to  the  Jews  in  a  la.*, 
and  defolute  age,  when  many  had  turned  then 
backs  upon  the  fervice  of  God — had  deferted  his 
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ordinances,  and  defpifed  his  fervants,  which  is  al¬ 
ways  an  occafion  both  of  affluftion  and  temptation 
to  his  own  children.  This  appears  from  the  firft 
words  of  the  chapter.  For  thus faith  the  Lord}  where 
is  the  bill  of  your  mothers  divorcement ,  whom  1  have 
put  away  ?  and  which  of  my  creditors  is  it  to  whom  I 
have  fold  you?  Behold > for your  iniquities  you  have fold 
ygurfelyeSy  and  for  your  tranfgnjjions  is  your  mother  put 
away .  As  alfo  from  the  3d  and  4th  verfes.  I 
clothe  the  heavens  with  blacknefs>  and  I  make  fackcloth 
their  covering .  The  Lord  God  hath  given  me  the  tongue 
of  the  learned ,  that  Ifloould  know  how  to  fpeak  a  word 
in  feafon  to  him  that  is  weary . 

In  difcourfing  further  on  this  fubjecft,  it  is  pro- 
pofed,  through  the  affiftance  of  divine  grace* 

I.  To  open  a  little  the  character  and  (late  of 
thofe  who  are  called  upon  and  exhorted  to  truft 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord* 

II.  To  explain  the  duty  of  truft,  and  point  out 
the  foundation  of  it. 

III.  To  apply  the  fubjecft  for  your  inftru&ion 

and  comfort. 

*  *  ' 

In  the  jirji  place  then,  1  am  to  open  a  little  the 
chara&er  and  ftate  of  thofe  who  are  here  called 
upon  and  exhorted  to  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Their  defcription  is  as  follows:  Who  is  among 
you  that  feareth  the  Lord}  and  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his 
fervanty  that  walketh  in  darknefsy  and  hath  no  light? 
Vol,  III.  v  ]B  2 
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lei  him  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord ,  and ftayhimfelf 
upon  his  God.  It  will  help  us  to  enter  into  the  fpi- 
rit  and  meaning  of  the  prophet's  words,  if  we  keep 
in  view  the  Hate  of  the  Jewilh  church,  hinted  at  a 
little  ago.  Who  is  among  you;  that  is,  if  there  is  one 
or  more— if  there  is  a  fmall  feledt  number  in'  the 
midft  of  general  corruption  and  depravity,  who 
have  kept  their  garments  unpolluted,  though  ini¬ 
quity  abounds,  and  the  love  of  many  waxethcold; 
'That  feareth' the  Lord ?  You  know  it  is  common  in 
fcripture  to  defcribe  religion  in  general  by  fome 
particular  leading  branch  of  it.  The  fear  of  God 
is  often  made  ule  of  for  this  purpofe,  as  in  that  paf- 
fage,  there  flhail  be  no  want  to  them  that  fear  him. 
It  may,  therefore,  fignify  thofe  who  have  a  fmcere 
and  unfeigned  regard  to  the  commandments  of 
God,  and  have  chofen  him  as  their  portion  and 
hope.  Thole  who  delire  and  defer ve  to  be  diftin- 
guiihed  from  the  profane  defpifer — the  fecure  for- 
malift,  or  the  difguifed  hypocrite.  Thofe,  in  a 
word,  who  are,  and  who  delire  to  appear,  to  ufe 
the  ttrong  language  of  fcripture,  upon  the  Lord's 
fide  in  every  ftruggle,  and  who  refolve  with  Jofh- 
ua,  that  whatever  others  do,  for  their  part  they 
will  ferve  the  Lord. 


But  I  cannot  help  thinking,  we  may  alfo,  with 
great  fafety,  explain  the  words  in  a  clofer  and 
ftridter  fenfe,  and  fuppofe,  that  by  fearing  the  Lord 
is  to  be  underftood  a  due  reverence  for  his  infinite 
majefty,a  humble  veneration  for  his  facred  author- 
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ky.  This  is  a  moft  excellent  fence  or  guard  to 
the  confcience  in  an  evil  time,  and  a  noble  pre- 
fervative  from  the  fpreading  infe&ion  and  infinu- 
ating  poifon  of  prevailing  or  fafliionable  fins.  It 
is  alio  the  ufual  character  of  a  defolute  age  to  have 
caft  off  fear,  to  treat  the  moft  facred  things  with 
fcorn,  and  to  look  upon  that  holy  folicitude  to  a- 
void  fin,  which  appears  in  the  carriage  and  lan¬ 
guage  of  a  child  of  God,  as  a  mark  of  meannefs  or 
weaknefs  of  mind.  In  fuch  an  age,  one  who  fears- 
God  is  well  defcribed  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah.  But 
to  this  man  will  I  look ,  even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  of 
<t  contrite  Spirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word. 

The  next  part  of  the  character  is,  and  obeyeth  the 
voice  of  his  fervant;  that  is  to  fay,  is  willing  to 
heancen  to  the  meflage  of  God  by  the  mouth  of 
his  fervants.  The  words  of  the  text,  no  doubt, 
may  be  confidered  as  primarily  referring  to  the 
infpired  prophets,  who  bore  an  immediate  com- 
miffion,  miraculou fly  attefted  from  God,  Many 
even  of  thefe,  were  fet  at  nought,  their  meflage  de¬ 
rided,  and  their  perfons  infulted,  when  they  at¬ 
tempted  to  ftem  the  tide  of  prevailing  vice,  or 
boldly  denounced  the  divine  vengeance  againft 
high-handed  finners.  But  the  fincereJy  pious 
obeyed  their  voice.  I  fliall  make  no  fcruple  to 
apply  this  to  ourfelves,  and  the  prefent  age.  Our 
blefled  Redeemer  hath  eftabhfhed  in  his  church  a 
ftanding  miniflry,  and  the  regular  adminiftration 
of  ordinances.  And  though  we  have  this  treafure 


— 


204  W  I  T  H  E  R  S  P  O  O  N. 

in  earthen  veflels,  yet  in  no  other  way  doth  he  now 
communicate  his  will,  and  vouchfafe  his  prefence 
to  his  people,  but  by  the  reading  and  hearing  of 
his  word,  and  attendance  upon  his  inftituted  wor- 
fhip.  It  will,  no  doubt,  therefore  be  a  part  of  the 
character  of  a  good  man,  that  he  will  love  the  or¬ 
dinances,  and  obey  the  voice  of  the  fervants  of 
God,  that  he  will  conftder  him  who  hath  fent 
them,  and  receive  inftru&ion,  not  as  the  word  of 
man,  but  as  it  is  in  deed  and  in  truth  the  word  of 
GQdf 

On  the  other  hand,  when  iniquity  prevails,  when 
irreligion  and  profanenefs  lift  up  their  heads,  one 
c3f  the  mail  ufual  concomitants,  and  one  of  the 
lureft  proofs  of  it  is,  a  negled  of  ordinances,  and 
contempt  of  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  their  ad- 
miniftration  ;  How  far  this  is  at  prefent  the  cafe, 
I  leave  to  yourfelves  to  judge.  While  I  fpeak  this, 
my  brethren,  I  do  by  no  means  defire  to  fee  an  ig¬ 
norant  people  diftra&ed  by  the  gloomy  terrors  of 
fuperftition,  or  led  blindfold  by  the  enchanted  cord 
of  implicit  faith.  But  fure  I  am,  there  is  an  extreme 
on  either  hand,  and  thofe  who  truly  fear  the  Lord, 
will  honor  the  perfons,  and  obey  the  voice  of  fuch 
as  plead  his  caufe  and  fpeak  in  his  name.  You 
may  reft  affu  red,  that  though  they  neither  deferve 
nor  claim  any  authority  on  their  own  account,  yet 
fo  long  as  they  ftand  in  the  divine  councils,  and 
fpeak  the  divine  word,  their  mefiage  will  be  at¬ 
tended  with  this  awful  fancftion.  He  that  defpifeih 
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you  defpifeth  me>  and  he  that  defpifeth  me  defpifeth  * 
him  that  fent  me. 

The  laft  part  of  the  character  here  drawn,  which 
lays  the  foundation  for  the  fubfequent  direction  is, 
that  walketh  in  darknejs  and  hath  no  light .  Darknefs 
and  light,  befides  their  literal,  have  often  a  meta¬ 
phorical  fenfe  in  fcripture.  They  are,  indeed,  ufed 
with  a  good  deal  of  latitude  and  variety.  But  I 
think  their  metaphorical  fignification  may  be  re¬ 
duced  to  thefe  two  general  heads,  i.  Sometimes 
light  fignifies  knowledge,  and  darknefs  Signifies 
ignorance — as  inEph.  v.  8.  Te  are fomeiimes  dark¬ 
nefs  but  now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lordy  zvalk  as  children 
of  light.  Ails  xxvi.  18.  To  turn  them  from  dark¬ 
nefs  unto  light ,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God. 
Job  xxxvii.  1 9.  Teach  us  what  we  fall fay  unto  himy 
for  we  cannot  order  our  fpeech  by  reafon  of  darknefs . 
2.  Sometimes  darknefs  fignifies  diftrefs  or  trou¬ 
ble,  and  the  correfpondent  fignification  of  light  is 
deliverance  and  joy,  as  2  Sam.  xxii.  28,  29.  And 
the  afflicied  people  thou  zvilt  favey  but  thine  eyes  are 
upon  the  haughty  that  thou  mayeft  bring  them  downy 
for  thou  art  my  lamp ,  0  Lordy  and  the  Lord  will  light¬ 
en  my  darknefs.  Job  xix.  8.  He  hath  fenced  up  my 
way  that  I  cannot  pafs  ;  he  hath  put  darknefs  in  my 
paths.  Pf.  xcvii.  1 1.  Light  is  fown  for  the  righteous y 
and  gladnefsfor  the  upright  in  heart.  Efther  viii.  1 6. 
And  the  Jews  had  light  and gladnefs,  and  joy  and  honor. 

None  of  thefe  fenfes  is  to  be  excluded  in  the  paf- 
fage  before  us.  Believers  may  walk  in  darknefe 
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when  ignorant  or  uncertain  as  to  what  nearly  con¬ 
cerns  them,  as  well  as  under  diftrefs  and  trouble; 
They  have  alfo  a  mutual  influence  upon,  produce, 
and  are  produced  by  one  another.  For  illuftrat- 
Ing  this  a  little  more  particularly,  obferve,  that  a 

good  man  may  walk  in  darknefs.  1.  When  he  is 
in  doubt  or  uncertainty  as  to  his  intereft  in  the 
divine  favor.  2.  When  he  is  under  the  preflure 
of  outward  calamity.  3.  When  the  ftate  of  the 
church  is  fuch,  that  he  cannot  underftand  or  ex¬ 
plain,  in  a  fatisfying  manner,  the  courfe  of  divine 
providence.  Thefe  particulars  I  have  it  not  in 
view  to  enlarge  much  upon,  but  only  to  explain 
them  fo  far  as  is  neceflary  to  lay  a  foundation  for 
what  fhall  be  afterwards  offered  on  the  duty  to 
truft  in  God, 

1.  Then,  a  good  man  may  walk  in  darknefs 
when  he  is  in  doubt  or  uncertainty  as  to  his  inter¬ 
eft  in  the  divine  favor.  I  apprehend  that  fome 
meafure  of  hope  in  God’s  mercy  is  effential  to  true 
piety,  and  not  only  the  right,  but  the  poffeflion  of 
every  child  of  God,  Faith  and  defpair  are  beyond 
all  queftion  inconfiftent.  Faith  and  hope  are  in- 
feparable.  Yet  certainly  the  excellent  ones  of  the 
earth  may  be  fometimes  involved  in  great  per¬ 
plexity  and  doubt.  This  is  plain  from  fcripture 
examples,  from  daily  experience,  and  from  the 
nature  and  reafon  of  the  thing.  Flow  violent  a 
ftruggle  do  we  often  find  the  Pfalmift  David  in, 
between  hope  and  fear  ?  0  my  God,  my  foul  is  cajl 
down  in  me ;  therefore  will  I  remember  thee  from  the 
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land  of  Jordan ,  and  of  the  Hermonites ,  from  the  hill 
Mizar .  How  many  do  we  fee  every  day  under  a 
fpiric  of  bondage,  who,  though  they  ftill  cleave  to 
God  as  their  portion,  yet  are  often  full  of  fears, 
and  feldom  dare  confidently  affirm  their  intereft 
in,  or  relation  to  him.  And  indeed  how  can  it  be 
otherwife  ?  While  we  are  here,  our  fanitification 
is  but  imperfeit ;  and  alas !  with  regard  to  many, 
it  is  often  hard  to  determine,  whether  we  fliould 
not  write  upon  it,  men e  tekel, as  elfentially  defective. 

Sin  feparates  between  God  and  his  people,  and 
caufes  him  to  hide  his  face  from  them.  Nay, 
fbmetimes,  though  there  be  no  particular,  or  pro¬ 
voking  crime  as  the  caufe  of  his  controverfy  with 
them,  he  may  withdraw  from  them  the  light  of  his 
countenance  to  exercife  their  vigilence,  or  to  try 
their  patience.  I  know,  my  brethren,  that  the 
difire fs  of  ferious  fouls,  when  mourning  after  an 
abfent  or  an  angry  God,  crying  to  him  in  fecret, 
and  following  hard  after  him  in  his  ordinances,  is 
by  many  treated  with  the  higheft  degree  of  con¬ 
tempt.  But  furely,  if  peace  of  mind  from  a  well- 
founded  hope  of  the  divine  favor,  is  the  greateft  of 
all  prefent  bleffings :  And  if  this,  from  the  variable- 
nefs  of  our  own  conduit,  is  fometimes  more,  fome- 
times  lefs  firong,  and  fometimes  wholly  fufpended ; 
v.'heu  this  laft  is  the  cafe,  it  mull  occafion  inex- 
preffibie  concern,  and  there  can  be  no  greater  evi¬ 
dence  of  irreligion  and  impiety  than  to  call  it  in 
queftion. 
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a.  A  good  man  may  walk  in  darknefs  when  un¬ 
der  the  preffure  of  outward  calamity.  This,  in  a 
real  believer,  is  never  wholly  feparated  from  the 
former.  Even  in  itfelf,  indeed,  no  afflidtion  for  the; 
prefent  is  joyous  but  grievous.  The  diforders  of 
this  feeble  frame,  poverty  and  draitnefs  of  provi¬ 
sion,  unjuft  dander  and  reproach,  mull  be  deeply 
and  fendbly  felt  by  every  good  man,  even  as  he  is 
U  man.  To  this  may  be  added,  the  lofs  of  rela¬ 
tions,  and  concerns  for  the  fufferings  of  others  of 
every  kind,  which  is  always  mod:  didrelling  to  the 
bed  and  tendered  fpirits.  But  outward  calami¬ 
ties  by  thofe  that  fear  God,  are  felt  mod  fendbly 
when  they  are  confidered  as  the  rod  of  his  anger, 
and  bring  fin  to  remembrance.  When  he  vidts  his 
own  children  with  any  of  his  fore  judgments : 
When  he  follows  them  with  breach  upon  breach, 
they  are  ready  to  fay,  Surely  he  is  Jetting  me  up  as  a 
mark  for  his  arrotps,  he  is  counting  me  his  enemy. — 
They  are  often  at  a  lofs  to  underftand  the  caufe  of 
his  controverfy  with  them ;  and  they  alfo  find  it 
often  extremely  difficult  to  bring  their  minds  to  a 
patient  and  fubmiffive  refignation  to  his  holy  will. 
To  thofe  who  know  their  duty,  and  defire  through 
divine  grace  to  comply  with  it,  it  is  no  fmall  dif¬ 
ficulty  to  be  obliged  to  druggie  with  a  riling  and 
rebellious  heart  within,  as  well  as  differing  from 
without,  and  to  be  alternately  calling  in  quedion, 
the  certainty  either  of  the  love  of  God  to  them, 
or  of  their  love  to  him. 
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3.  A  good  man  may  fometirnes  walk  in  dark*, 
nefs  from  the  afped:  of  Providence,  and  the  ftate 
of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  The  works  of  God 
are  fought  out  of  them  who  have  pieafure  in  them. 
But  when  they  are  not  able  to  penetrate  the  depths 
of  the  divine  counfels,  this  becomes  often  a  fource 
both  of  diftrefs  and  temptation.  When  wicked 
men  are  fuffered  to  profper  ft  their  will— when 
the  good  are  oppreffed  by  the  power  and  tyranny, 
or  perfecuted  by  the  malice  of  their  enemies— 
when  the  moft  generous  attempts  for  the  revival 
of  truth  and  righteoufnefs  are  rendered  abortive— 
when  the  profeffing  .fervants  of  God  are  divided 
into  parties,  or  marfhalled  under  names,  and  their 
2eal  made  to  fpend  itfelf  in  unneceflary,  finfuland 
hurtful  contentions— when  offences  come,  and 
thofe  of  the  higheft  profeffion  or  attainments  are 
fuffered  to  fall  into  grofs  crimes,  by  which  the 
mouths  of  enemies  are  opened  to  blafpheme ;  then 
may,  and  muff  we  adopt  the  words  of  the  Pfalm- 
ift — -Pf.  lxxiii.  10—14.  Therefore ,  his  people  return 
hither ;  and  watery. of  .a  full  cup  are  wrung  out  unto 
them:  And  they  fay%  how  doth  God  know?  and  is  there 
knowledge  in  the  rnojl  High?  Behold ,  thefe  are  the  un¬ 
godly  who  profper  in  the  world ;  they  increqfe  in  riches m 
Verily ,  I  have  clean  fed  my  heart  in  vainy  and  wafhed 
my  hands  in  innocency .  For  ail  the  day  long  have  I 
been  plagued. ,  and  ehajlened  every  morning . 

I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  and  chief  thing  pro^ 
pofed  from  this  paffage,  which  was  to  explain  the 
Vol.  III.  G  2 
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duty  of  trufi  in  God,  and  to  point  out  its  founda¬ 
tion. 

Truft,  in  the  moft  general  view  we  can  take  of 
it,  may  be  thus  explained.  It  is  a  reliance  or  con¬ 
fidence  in  God,  that  however  difcouraging  ap¬ 
pearances  may  be  for  the  prefent  time,  yet,  by  his 
power  and  wifdom,  our  defires  and  expectation  fhall 
take  place,  whether  as  to  deliverance  from  trou¬ 
ble,  or  the  obtaining  of  future  bleilings.  When  we 
can  attain  this  happy  frame  of  fpirit,  it  is  an  incon¬ 
ceivable  relief  and  eafe  to  the  mind  under  fuffer- 

ing,  and  is  excellently  exprelfed  by  the  Pfalmift _ 

Pi.  lv.  2  2.  Caft  Shy  burden  upon  the  Lord,  and  he Jhall 
Jujidin  thee,  he  jhall  never fuffer  the  righteous  to  be  mov¬ 
ed.  Let  us  then  endeavor  to  explain  the  grounds 
oi  this  as  diftinCily  as  poiiible.  And  God  grant 
that  it  may  be  done  not  only  in  a  clear,  but  in  a 
folid  andfatisfying  manner,  fo  as  to  affiff  you  in 

the  practice  of  real  and  vital  religion. 

/ 

I  have  already  faid,  that  our  expectation  is  from 
the  power  and  wifdom  of  God.  May  we,  then, 
reafonably  expeCt,  is  it  our  duty  to  believe,  that 
we  flrall  receive  all  that  we  defire,  and  that  is  with¬ 
in  the  reach  of  divine  power  and  wifdom?  Thefe 
have  no  bounds  at  all.  We  know  that  nothing  is 
too  hard  for  the  Almighty.  He  doth  according 
to  his  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven  and  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth.  This  fuggefls  to  us  that 
there  is  fomething  more  neceffary,  in  order  to  lay 
a  proper  foundation  for  trufi,  viz.  his  goo  duels  to 
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make  our  expedition  probable,  and  his  promife  to 
make  it  certain.  Even  created  beings  can  often  do 
what  they  will  not.  This  holds  particularly  with  re¬ 
gard  to  God,  wThofe  power  is  direded  in  its  exer- 
cife  by  his  goodnefs,  and  limited  by  his  wifdomv 
Hisgoodnefs,  in  general,  encourages  us  to  go  to  him 
with  a  peradventure,  or  who  can  tell  whether  he 
may  not  be  gracious  ?  But  in  order  to  make  our 
truft  both  diftind  and  ftrong,  we  mud  go  to  his 
promife  for  he  is  faithful  and  keepeth  covenant  and 
truth  for  ever.  Truft  then,  my  brethren,  refts  uL 
timately  on  the  promife.  It  mu  ft  be  precifely 
commenfurate,  or  of  the  fame  extent  with  the  pro- 
mifes.  Whoever  doubts  or  calls  in  queftion  the 
certainty  of  what  God  hath  promifed,  is  charge¬ 
able  with  diftruft;  and  whoever  expeds  to  receive, 
in  kind  or  degree,  more  than  he  has  promifed,  is 
fo  far  guilty  of  preemption.  This  is  the  general 
rule,  and  I  think  it  carries  fuch  evidence  with  it 
that  every  one  muft  be  fenfible  it  is  juft,  who  hath 
heard  it  with  any  meafure  of  attention. 

But  the  great  difficulty  yet  remains,  which  is,  to 
apply  this  rule  to  the  various  cares  that  occur  in 
the  (piritual  life,  and  to  tell  any  particular  perfoii 
what  it  is  his  duty  firmly  to  believe,  and  hope  he 
fhall  receive  from  God,  and  what  it  would  be  pre~ 
fumptuous  and  fimpie  in  him  to  fix  his  expeda- 
tion  on.  This  is  plainly  oi  the  greater  import¬ 
ance,  that  the  more  particular  our  truft  is,  as  to  the 
ohjed  of  defire,  it  is  the  more  powerful  a  fupport 
to  the  mine}.  At  the  fame  time  it  frequently  hap- 
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pens,  that  the  more  particularly  our  defires  are 
formed,  the  foundation  of  our  hope  appears  the 
more  uncertain  and  queftionable.  On  this  ac¬ 
count  you  may  obferve,  that  it  is  of  the  greateft: 
moment  to  underhand  the  nature  and  tenor  of  the 
promifes;  or  rather,  indeed,  to  explain  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  truft*  and  to  explain  the  nature  and  tenor 
of  the  promifes  is  one  and  the  fame  thing. 

For  this  end,  it  may  be  proper  to  diftinguifh  the 
promifes  of  God,  as  to  futurity,  into  two  heads, 
abfolute  and  conditional.  By  abfolute  promifes,  in 
this  place,  I  understand  only  thofe  that  are  fo  in 
the  moft  unlimited  fenfe,  that  is  to  fay,  revealed 
as  a  part  of  the  fixed  plan  of  Providence,  fufpend- 
ed  on  no  terms  but  what  all,  of  every  character, 
may  expect  will  certainly  come  to  pafs.  Such  are 
the  promifes  after  the  flood,  that fummer  and  winter y 
feed  time  and  harvejl  Jhould  not  fail—the  coming  of 
Chrifi  in  the  fief)  ad  the  fulnefs  of  time,  to  the  ancient 
Patriarchs,  and  to  us — the  downfall  of  Anti chrifi — < 
the  prefervation  of  a  church  on  earthy  let  its  enemies 
be  or  do  what  they  will — thecalling  of  God's  antient 
people ,  the  Jews,  and  the  coming  of  Chrifi  to  judge  the 
world  at  the  lafi  day .  Thefe  are  all  called  promifes 
in  fcripture,  and  fo  far  as  they  can  be  of  any  ufe 
to  the  people  of  God,  either  for  direction  in  duty, 
or  reft  rain  t  from  fin,  or  confo!a\ion  under  trial, 
they  are  to  be  depended  on,  in  the  moft  abfolute 
manner,  for  they  reft  upon  the  certainty  of  the 
holy  fcriptures,  and  the  truth  of  the  unchangeable 
God,  who  is  not  a  man  that  he  fioould  hey  nor  the  fon 
of  man  that  he  fiscal d  repent* 
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Isaiah  1.  io. 


V/ho  is  among  you  that  feafelh  the  Lord,  that  oheyeth 
the  voice  of  his  Jervant,  that  walkeih  in  darknefs, 
and  hath  no  light  ?  let  him  trujl  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  fay  upon  his  God . 

HAVING,  in  a  former  difcourfe,  opened  the 
chara&er  and  Hate  ot  thofe  who  are  called 
upon,  and  exhorted  to  trull  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  entered  upon  the  fecond  thing  propofed ; 
which  was  to  explain  the  duty  of  trull  in  God,  and 
to  point  out  its  foundation ;  and  having  in  this 

view  confidered  the  nature  of  abfolute  promifes— - 
J  proceed, 

2.  To  confider  the  nature  and  ufe  of  conditional 
promifes.  Thefe  I  am  obliged,  for  greater  dif- 
tinetnefs,  to  divide  into  three  different  heads. — i. 
i  here  are  promifes  made  to  perfons  of  fuch  or 
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fuch  a  character,  or  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  ftate.— 2, 
There  are  promifes,  the  performance  of  which  is 
fufpended  on  our  compliance  with  lomething  pre¬ 
viously  required,  as  the  condition  of  obtaining 
tnem.  3.  There  are  promifes,  not  only  fufpend¬ 
ed  on  both  the  preceding  terms,  but  upon  the 
fuppontion  of  fome  circumftances  in  themfelves 
uncertain,  or  to  us  unknown.  Let  us  confides* 
each  of  thefe  with  care  and  attention. 

i-  There  are  promifes  made  to  perfons  of  fuch 
or  fuch  a  charafter,  or  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  ftate^ 
which  are,  therefore,  to  be  applied,  and  refled  on, 
according  as  the  evidence  of  our  being  of  this  cha- 
rafter,  or  in  this  ftate,  is  clear  or  obfeure.  In  this 
I  have  particularly  in  view,  the  bleffings  of  falva- 
tion,  the  pardon  of  fin,  peace  with  God,  the  fpirit 
of  fanftification,  and  a  right  to  everlafting  life. 
Thefe  all  lie  in  an  unbroken  chain,  and  infepara- 
ble  connexion,  and  might  have  been  more  briefly 
expreffed,  by  an  interefl  in  Chrift  the  Saviour, 
who  is  the  author,  fource  and  fum  of  thefe  blef¬ 
fings  ;  for  all  the  promifes  of  God  in  him ,  are  yea,  and 
in  him  amen ,  to  the  glory  of  God  by  us.  Let  no  ju¬ 
dicious  attentive  hearer  be  furprifed  or  diffatisfied, 
that  I  have  ranked  thefe  among  conditional  pro¬ 
mifes,  for  you  may  obferve  that  I  have  expreffed 
myfelf  thus,  they  arc  promifes  made  to  perfons 
of  fuch  or  fuch  a  charafter,  or  in  fuch  or  fuch  a 
ftate.  In  this,  they  certainly  differ  from  the  pro- 
miles  properly  abfolute ,  mentioned  above.  It  is 
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far  from  my  intention  to  do  injury  to  that  funda¬ 
mental  truth,  that  falvation  is  by  grace.  I  elteem 
that  doctrine  which  proceeds  upon  a  felf-  righte¬ 
ous  fyftem,  to  be  contrary  to  the  word  of  God, 
and  molt  pernicious  to  the  fouls  of  men.  There 
is  nothing  at  all  required  m  Icripture  to  be  per¬ 
formed  by  us,  as  a  purchaiing  or  meriting  condi¬ 
tion.  Every  gracious  act  of  the  divine  govern¬ 
ment,  in  our  favor,  is  the  fruit  of  the  Redeemer’s 
purchafe,  and  every  holy  difpofuion  wrought  in 
us,  is  the  effect  of  his  Almighty  Grace.  But  it  is 
certain  at  the  lame  time,  that  in  order  to  our  ac¬ 
cepting  tiiole  blellings,  we  mult  be  truly  and  deep¬ 
ly  humbled,  and  lee  ourfeives  to  be  incapable  and 
helplels.  We  mult  be  unfeignedly  willing  to  re¬ 
nounce  all  claim  of  merit,  and  accept  of  falvation 
as  it  is  offered  in  the  gofpel;  that  is,  in  its  full  ex¬ 
tent,  and  in  the  free  and  fovereigii  manner  of  its 
communication.  So  tar,  furely,  we  mult  fays  the 
promiles  ol  the  gofpel  are  conditional,  or  wholly 
pervert  the  word  of  God.  I  know  of  no  promifes 
then  to  the  unbelieving  and  impenitent,  unlefs 
you  call  that  a  promiie,  that  they  lhall  have  their 
portion  m  the  lake  of  fire  that  burneth  with  brimflone . 
and  that  the  fmoke  of  their  torment  afeendeth  up  for 

Hear  it,  my  dear  brethren,  it  is  the  needy,  tbirfty 
fenftble  foul  that  is  invited  to  come  and  find  reft! 

ol  every  one  that  thirfleth,  come  ye  to  the  waters;  and 
be  lhat  hath  m  mmey  t  come  ye,  buy  and  eat;  yea,  come 


buy  wine  and  milk  without  money  and  without  price  * 
Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden ,  and 
I  will  give  you  reft.  If  any  fhall  think  fit  further 
to  fay,  that  the  very  defiination  of  the  veffels  of 
mercy,  is  of  God's  fovereigh  pleafure,  that  con¬ 
viction  itfelf  is  by  a  day  of  his  power,  and  that 
faith  which  interefts  us  in  Chrift's  righteoufncfs 
is  his  gift :  I  agree  to  the  whole,  but  obferve,  that 
it  is  improperly  introduced  here.  No  ufe  can 
poflibly  be  made  of  the  divine  decree  in  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  promifes.  It  is  inverting  the  or¬ 
der  of  things.  Can  any  man  fay,  I  truft  in  the 
mercy  of  God,  becaufe  I  have  been  ordained  to 
everlafting  life  ?  No  man  can  derive  comfort  from 
this,  till  by  his  effectual  calling  it  is  published, 
and  begins  to  be  accomplished ;  and  then  he  may 
look  back  with  wonder  and  gratitude  to  that  ever¬ 
lafting  love,  by  which  he  was  chofen  in  Chrift  be¬ 
fore  the  foundation  of  the  world.  Can  you  judge 
of  the  fruit  of  a  tree  by  looking  upon  the  root? 
No,  but  you  judge  of  the  ftrength  and  deepnefs 
of  the  root,  by  the  fulnefs  of  the  fruit,  and  the  vi¬ 
gor  and  verdure  of  the  branches.  From  an  im¬ 
proper  mixture  of  what  belongs  to  the  fecret  will 
of  God,  and  what  belongs  to  us,  as  our  duty,  much 
error  and  confufion  arifes. 

Now,  my  brethren,  as  to  the  application  of  thefe 
promifes  of  pardon  and  peace,  the  humbled  tin¬ 
ner,  the  man  among  us,  who  walketh  in  darknefs 
and  hath  no  light— who  is  burdened  with  a  fenfe 
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of  guilt,  and  difcouraged  by  the  threatenings  of 
the  law,  the  accufations  of  confcience,  and  the 
pure  and  holy  nature  of  God  ;  .who,  perhaps,  has 
all  this  aggravated  by  diftrefs  and  trouble,  is  call¬ 
ed  to  trull:  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  flay  him- 
felf  upon  his  God*  He  is  invited  to  confider  and 
•  reft  on  the  extent  of  the  call,  the  immutability  of 
the  promife,  and  the  riches  of  divine  grace.  If  he 
is  fo  far  from  pleading  any  merit  in  himfelf,  or  be¬ 
ing  dilfatisfied  with  the  plan  offalvation  kid  dowii 
in  the  gofpel,  that  he  is  making  every  thing  an  ar¬ 
gument  againft  himfelf,  and  dare  not  lay  hold  of, 
or  appropriate  fo  unfpeakable  a  mercy:  This  is 
juft  the  effi e<ft  of  diftruft,  and  he  is  called,  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner,  in  the  text,  to  truft  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  and  flay  upon  lots  God.  With  how  many 
gracious  afturances  for  this  pufpofe  is  the  fcrip- 
ture  filled.  John  vi.  37.  All  that  the  Father  hath 
given  me  floall  come  to  me ,  and  him  that  cometh  unto  me 
I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out.  ITeb.  vii.  25.  Wherefore 
he  is  able  alfo  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermoft  that  come  to 
God  by  him,  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  inter c-effion 
yor  them.  Rev.  xxii.  17.  And  the  fpirit  and  the  bride 
fay>  Come.  And  let  him  that  heareth  fay ,  Come.  And 
let  him  that  is  athirfl  come.  And  whofoever  will ,  let 
him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely.  All  things,  Chrift 
excepted,  are  to  be  renounced  to  the  all-fufficien- 
cy  of  a  Redeemer,  to  be  the  foundation  of  our 
hope.  The  penitent  will  fay  with  the  apoftle, 
Phil.  ni.  8.  Yea ,  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things  but 
lofs  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jcfus 
Vox,.  HI.  D  2 
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my  Lord :  for  whom  I  have  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  things, 
and  do  count  them  hut  aung,  that  I  may  win  Cbrijl ,  and 
he  found  in  him ,  not  having  mine  own  right  eoufnefs  which 
is  of  the  law ,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of 
Co?  if,  even  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith* 

2.  There  is  a  fecond  clafs  of  promifes,  the  pef- 
fbimance  of  which  is  fufpended  on  our  previous 
compliance  with  fomething  required  as  the  con¬ 
dition  of  obtaining  them.  In  thefe  we  are  not  only 
called  to  accept  of  the  divine  mercy,  but  commanded  to 
obey  the  divine  will.  The  order  in  which  I  have 
placed  thefe,  will,  I  hope,  prevent  you  from  mif- 
underftajiding  or  mifapplying  what  may  be  faid 
on  them.  1  his  ciafs  includes  all  the  promifes  in 
fcripture  regarding  the  daily  progrefs  of  a  believ¬ 
er  in  his  fandtification  and  conformity  to  God,  as 
well  as  the  increafe  of  his  comfort  and  peace.  I 
am  fenfibie,  that  as  the  reconciliation  of  a  finner 
to  God,  and  his  right  to  what  is  called  in  fcrip¬ 
ture  the  prom  fe  of  eternal  life,  is  of  free  and  unme¬ 
rited  mercy,  fo,  no  doubt,  all  the  inferior  or  fubor- 
dinate  promifes  flow  from  the  fame  fource,  nay* 
in  a  certain  meafure,  they  are  entirely  upon  the 
fame  footing  with  thofe  formerly  mentioned;  that 
is  to  fay,  final  perfeverance,  real  growth  in  the 
fpiritual  life,  and  necefiary  comfort,  are  the  fure 
and  purchafed  portion  of  every  one  that  is  born  of 
God.  Rom.  viii.  29.  For  whom  he  did  foreknow , 
he  alfo  did  predefinate  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of 
his  Son ,  that  he  might  be  the  frfi-born  among  many 
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irethren.  But  in  the  difrribution  of  thofe  gifts, 
particularly  in  their  meafure,  there  is  not  only  an 
unknown  regard  to  the  good  pleafure  of  God,  but 
a  known  and  eftablifhed  regard  to  our  conduct  in 
duty.  Thus  the  abundant  fupply  of  the  fpirit  is 
the  fruit  and  return  of  diligence  in  prayer.  Matt, 
vii.  7.  Afk  and  it  /ball  be  given  you,  feck  and  ye  J ball 
findy  knock  and  it  J hall  be  opened  unto  you.  See  alfo 
Ezekiel  xxxvi.  25.  compared  with  the  37th.  Then 
will  I  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  fhall  be 
clean  from  all  your  filthmefs  ;  and  from  all  your  idols 
will  I  cleanfe  you,  &c.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  yet  for 
all  this  will  I  be  enquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  If  rad  to,  do 
it  for  them .  Thus  alfo  inward  confolation  as  well 
as  outward  fecurity,  is  exprefsly  promifed  as  the 
effeCt  and  reward  of  uniformity  and  diligence  in 
duty.  Ifa.  xxxii.  17.  And  the  zvork  of  right  eoufnefs 
Jhall  be  peace,  and  the  effedf  of  righteoufnefs  quietnefs 
and  ajfurance forever .  As  the  counterpart  and  il- 
luftration  of  this,  you  fee,  that  a  departure  from 
the  path  of  duty  brings  on  the  threatened,  or,  per¬ 
haps,  I  ought  to  call  it,  the  promifed  rod  of  cor¬ 
rection.  Pf.  lxxxix.  30 — 33.  But  if  his  children 
Jhall  forfake  my  law ,  and  not  walk  in  my  judgments  ;  if 
they  break  my  ftatutes,  and  keep  not  my  commandments  / 
then  will  I  vifit  their  tranfgrejfions  with  a  rod,  and 
their  iniquities  with  Jlripes .  Neverihelefs ,  my  loving-* 
kindnefs  will  1  not  take  from  him,  nor fujfer  my  faith - 
fulnefs  to  fail.  In  the  fame  manner,  Ifa.  xl.  30, 
31.  Even  the  youths  fhall  faint  and  be  weary,  and  the 
young  men  fhall  utterly  fall :  But  they  that  wait  upon, 
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the  Lordjlall  renew  their  Jlrengt'b;  they  Jhall  mount 
up  with  wings  as  eagles .  they  Jhall  run  and  not  be 
weary  they  Jhall  wain  and  not  faint.  Agreeably  to 
a!*  this,  you  know,  our  blefled  Lord  preferibed 
watchfulnefs  and  prayer  as  the  great  prefervatives 
againd  temptation,  and  whoever  experts  either 
fpiritual  ftrength,  or  comfort,  while  he  relaxes  his 
diligence  in  the  way  of  duty,  is  guilty  of  that  fin, 
which  is  called  in  feripture,  tempting  God ;  and 

fhail  affuredly  meet  with  a  dreadful  difappoinG 
rnent. 

My  brethren,  as  much  of  the  daily  exercife  of 
Teal  believers  regards  their  progrefs  in  fan&ifica- 
tion  and  their  peace  and  comfort,  it  is  proper  that 
you  fhould  carefully  attend  to  the  tenor  of  thefe 
piOmifes,  and  to  what  ought  to  be  your  reliance 
upon  them.  I  ihali  fum  up,  in  a  few  particulars 
what  I  apprehend  to  be  of  moft  importance- 

i.  Truft  in  thefe  promifes  implies  feif-denial, 
and  a  deep  fenfe  of  your  own  weaknefs.  Thefe 
prornifes  would  be  unneceffary  and  fuperfluous 
were  we  not  infufScient  ofourfelves  for  any  thing 
that  is  good.  Truft  in  God  ftands  diredlly  oppos¬ 
ed  to  all  felf-dependance.  Prov.  iii.  5.  Lrujl  m 
the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart ,  and  lean  not  to  thine  own 
undemanding.  How  jealous  God  is,  if  X  may  fpeak 
fo,  of  the  honor  that  is  due  to  him  in  this  refpect, 
may  be  feen  from  the  many  foul  and  fhameful 
crimes  into  which  he  permitted  fome  of  his  beft 
faints,  to  fall,  when  they  were  oft  their  guard,  by 
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floth,  or  flill  more  provoked  him  by  pride  and 
prefumption.  Noah’s  drunkennefs,  Mofes’s  pat- 
lion,  David’s  adultery  and  murder,  and  Peter’s  de¬ 
nial  of  his  matter.  1  Cor.  x*  xi.  13.  Now  allthefe 
things  happened  unto  them  for  enf ample s ,  and  they  are 
written  for  our  admonition ,  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the 
world  are  come .  Wherefore ?  let  him  tip  at  thinketb  he ft  and* 
etb  take  heed  left  he  fall ,  For  this  reafon  the  apoftle 
Paul  fays  with  great  propriety,  and  with  great 
force,  which  is  equally  applicable  to  himfelf  and 
other  believers,  a  feeming  paradox.  1  Cor.  xii* 

I  o.  For  when  /  am  weak ,  then  I amftrong* 

2.  As  we  are  to  put  no  trnft  in  ourfelves,  fo  we 
are  to  exercife  the  ifioft  unfhaken  confidence  of 
our  being  able  to  difeharge  any  duty  or  undergo 
any  trial  by  the  help  of  the  Almighty. — Oh!  how 
ready  are  we  to  fin  on  both  hands?  How  often  do 
we  prefume  upon  our  own  ftrength  and  forget  the 
neceffity  of  applying  for  divine  aid?— And  on  the 
other  hand,  how  prone  are  we  to  timidity  or  de~ 
fpondence  in  difficult  cafes  ?  When  corruptions  have 
long  kept  their  ground,  we  are  ready  to  dread  their 
influence,  and  to  make  but  little  out  of  the  pro— 
mifes  in  feripture,  that  we  fhall  be  made  more  than 
conquerors  through  him  that  loved  ns.  We  have  learn¬ 
ed,  by  fad  experience,  that  in  us  dwelleth  no  good 
thing,  and  yet  it  is  long  before  we  will  attend  to 
the  leffon  that  follows  hard  upon  it.  My  grace  is 

Sufficient  for  thee ,  and  my  ftrength  fhall  be  made  perfect 
vz  weaknefs . 
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3.  As  thefe  promifes  are  exprefsly  made  to  the 
diligent,  you  muft  ftill  remember  that  your  own 
attention  and  application  to  duty  is  eflentially  ne- 
c  diary,  and  that  the  affiftance  promifed  from 
on  high,  is  always  reprefented  in  fcripture  as  an 
argument  and  encouragement,  to  diligence,  and 
not  a  warrant  or  excufe  for  (loth.  Phillip,  ii.  12* 
Work  mit  your  own  falvation  with  foar  and  trembling* 

for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do 
of  his  good  pleafure .  It  is  alfo  well  worthy  of  no¬ 
tice,  that  the  fame  prophet  Ezekiel,  who  fays,  chap, 
xxx  vi.  26.  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a 
new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you,  changes  the  form  qf 
his  expreffion;  andinanotherplace^hap.xviii.gx, 
32.  fpeaks  in  the  following  terms;  Caft  away* 
from  you  all  your  tranfgrejjions  whereby  he  have  tranfo 
greffed  ;  and  make  you  a  new  heart  and  a  new  fpirit  s  * 
for  why  will  ye  die,  0  houfe  of  Ifrael  f  For  1  have  no 
pleafure  in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth,  faith  the  Lord 
God;  wherefore  turn yourf elves,  and  live  ye.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this, 

4.  In  the  laft  place,  truft  in  God  will  make  us 
ready  to  acknowledge,  that  when  we  fail  in  duty, 
when  we  forget  or  break  our  refolutions,  the  fault 
is  certainly  in  ourfelves.  It  is  impoffible  to  ex¬ 
cufe  or  juftify  ourfelves  in  any  degree,  without 
laying  the  blame,  in  the  fame  proportion,  upon 
God.  and  calling  in  queftion  his  faithfulnefs  and 
truth.  But  whatever  our  treacherous  hearts  may 
finfqlly  fugged,  we  are  not  ftraitened  in  God,  but 
ftraitened  in  our  own  bowels.  We  find  him 
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pleading  his  own  caufe,  in  this  refpeft,  in  many 
pafiages  of  fcripture.  Ifa.  lix.  1 .  Behold,  the  Lord’s 
band  is  not  floor  tested ,  that  it  cannot  fave  ;  neither  his 
ear  heavy,  that  he  cannot  hear  ;  but  your  fins  have  fe— 
pirated  between  you  and  your  God,  and  your  iniquities 
have  hid  his  face  from  you,  that  he  will  not  hear.  Up¬ 
on  the  whole,  trull  in  thefe  pronufes  is  no  other 
than  an  humble  and  diligenc  application  to  duty, 
under  a  deep  fenfe  of  weaknefs,  and  dependance 
on  protnifed  fitength,  accompanied  with  a  firm 
perfuafion,  that  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  zve floall  tread 
down  our  enemies,  and  go  on  from  ftrength  to 
flrength,  till  we  appear  before  God  in  Zion. 

3.  Another  clafs  of  promifes  are  thofe  that  are 
impended,  not  only  on  the  fame  conditions  with 
the  two  former,  but  upon  fome  other  circumftan- 
ces  in  themfelves  uncertain,  or  to  us  unfeen.  Thefe 
are  temporal  mercies,  or  rather  temporal  profpe- 
rity,  deliverance  from  prefent  diftrefs,  and  abun¬ 
dance  or  affluence  of  outward  enjoyments.  Per¬ 
haps  we  may  alfo  add  fpiritual  confolation,  and 
fumble  joy  m  God.  I  find  no  temporal  promife 
precilely  nxed  io  the  iervant  of  God  but  this  z 
Bread  fall  be  given  him,  and  his  zvater  fall  be fure ; 
and  it  is  certainly  his  duty,  in  the  mod  ftrait- 
ening  circumftances,  to  maintain  a  confident  de¬ 
pendance  on  the  power  and  wifdom  of  Providence 
for  neceiiary  fupply.  I  do  not  condemn  thofe 
who,  when  reduced  to  extremity,  have  actually 
pleaded  this  divine  promife,  and  againft  hope, 
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have  believed  in  hope ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  inflan^ 
ces  have  not  been  wanting  of  relief,  furniihed  in 
a  manner  next  to  miraculous.  But  as  to  every  o- 
tlier  degree  of  temporal  profperity,  God  hath  re- 
ferved  it  in  his  own  hand  to  give  or  withhold  it 
at  ms  plea  fare,  that  is,  as  he  fees  it  will  be  moft 
for  his  glory,  and  the  benefit  of  his  people^  It  is 
lawful  then,  my  brethren,  for  you  to  endeavor  to 
procure,  by  honeft  induftry,  the  increafe  of  your 
fub fiance,  to  look  well  to  the  ftate  of  your  flocks 
and  your  herds,  and  to  alk  by  prayer  the  bleffing 
of  God  upon  your  labors.  It  is  lawful,  and  it  is 
your  duty  by  regularity  and  care,  to  preferve  life 
and  health,  as  well  as  to  aft  of  the  Father  of  your 
Spirits,  recovery  from  ficknefs,  or  deliverance 
from  any  other  kind  of  diflrefs.  But  you  are  not 
warranted  to  believe  that  thefe  petitions  fhall  be 
granted  in  hand,  or  in  your  own  time  and  meafurej 
even  though  you  afk  them  in  fincerity  with  the 
prayer  of  faith.  There  may  be  reafons  for  with¬ 
holding  them,  and  yet  you  may  be  accepted  in 
your  prayers.  An  infinitely  wife  God  knows  beft 
what  is  for  your  good,  and  he  only  hath  a  right  to 
determine  in  what  part  of  his  own  fervice ;  where 
and  how  long  he  fhall  employ  you.  Trufi  in  God, 
therefore,  in  this  refpedt,  implies  a  careful  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  tenor  of  the  promifes  with  regard  to 
temporal  mercies,  and  not  to  look  for,  or  even,  if 
poffible,  defire  what  he  hath  notpromifed  tobeftow. 
If  I  am  not  miftaken,  we  fhall  find  it  of  moment, 
upon  this  fubjeft,  toobferve,  both  what  he  hath  not 
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•and  what  he  hath  certainly  promifed.  He  has  no 
where  promifed  that  his  own  people  {hall  be  the 
richeit  or  the  greateft  on  earth  5  buthe  hath  cer¬ 
tainly  promifed  to  blefs  their  provifion,  and  allur¬ 
ed  them  that  a  littic  tnat  a  jufi  man  hath,  fhall  be 
better  than  the  riches  of  many  wicked.  He  has 
net  promifed  that  they  fhall  be  free  from  fuffer- 
i»‘g ;  but  he  hath  certainly  promifed  to  fupport 
them  by  his  own  prefence  under  their  d  iff  refs. 
If.i.  xliii.  2.  hen  thou  paffefl  through  the  waters,  l 
wilt  be  with  thee  1  and  through  the  rivets,  they  j, 'hail 
not  overflo  w  thee ;  when  thou  walkeft  through  the  fire 
thou /halt  not  be  burnt ;  neither  J 'hail  the  flame  kindle 
upon  thee.  1  he  truth  is,  he  hath  promifed  that  all 
things  jhall  work  together  for  their  good 1  In  one 
word,  they  have  indeed  all  mercies  promifed,  on¬ 
ly  they  themfelves  are  not  in  a  condition,  at  pre- 
ient,  to  judge  what  they  may  ufe  with  fafety,  and 
what  not.  As  the  heir  of  an  opulent  edate,  though 
he  is  proprietor  of  all,  yet  is  laid  under  redraint 
while  in  infancy  and  nonage,  becaufe  he  would 
mon  ruin  himfelf  if  it  were  committed  to  his  own 
management;  fo  the  believer,  though  an  heir  of 
God,  and  joint  heir  with  Chnff,  yet  till  he  is  meet 
for  the  inheritance,  he  mud  be  at  his  Maker’s  and 
Redeemer’s  difpofai.  Take  in,  therefore,  only  this 
limitation,  and  then  fee  his  extenfive  charter, 
i  Cor.  111.  21.  For  all  things  ate  yours  ;  whether 
Paut,  or  Apollos ,  or  Cephas ,  or  the  world ,  or  life,  or 
death,  or  things  prefent,  or  things  to  come;  all  are  yours  g 
andye  are  Cbriji’sg  and  Chrift  is  God’s.  What  then  is 
Vo l.  III.  E  2 
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the  duty  of  a  child  of  God?  It  is  to  breathe  after 
more  and  more  fubmiflion  to  the  divine  will,  and 
to  annex  this  refervation  to  every  petition  of  a 
temporal  nature,  neverthelefs,  not  my  will  but 
thine  be  done.  And  oh !  my  brethren,  how  hap¬ 
py  the  perfon  who  hath  feen  the  weaknefs  of  hu¬ 
man  judgment;  who  waits  the  intimation  of  God's 
will,  before  he  will  fufFer  his  delires  to  fatten  with 
eagernefs  on  any  earthly  comfort,  and  who  endea¬ 
vors  to  keep  himfelf  free  from  perplexity,  by  an 
humble  and  fubmiflive  reliance  on  the  all-fuffici- 
ency  of  God ! 

I  obferved  in  entering  on  this  part  of  the  fub- 
jectt,  that  fpiritual  confolation,  or  fenfible  joy  in 
God,  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  promife  of  the  fame 
clafs,  which  mutt,  therefore,  be  afked  with  fub- 
miffion,  and  is  difpenfed  according  to  the  good 
pleafure  of  a  gracious  but  fovereign  God.  I  am 
fenfible,  as  has  been  formerly  obferved,  with  an¬ 
other  view,  that  fome  degree  of  comfort  necefla- 
riiy  follows  from  a  believer’s  relation  to  God,  but 
many  pious  perfons  feem  to  defire  and  to  expe<fl 
fenfible  comfort  in  a  higher  meafure  than  God  fees 
it  meet  to  give  them,  or,  than  is  proper  for  them 
in  the  prefent  ftate.  It  is  with  fpiritual  profperity 
as  with  temporal,  every  one  cannot  bear  it.  There¬ 
fore,  it  is  cur  duty  ftill  to  be  fenfible  that  we  have 
much  more  comfort  and  peace  than  we  deferve, 
and  as  we  defire  and  ftrive  for  greater  degrees  of 
it,  to  accompany  thefe  defires  with  much  humility 
and  refignation  to  the  will  of  God. 


■  *_  s  ■ 
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I  proceed  now  to  the  laft  thing  propofed,  which 
was  to  make  a  practical  application  of  this  fubjeCt 
for  your  inftruCtion  and  dire&ion. 


i .  From  what  has  been  faid,  you  may  fee  what 
judgment  you  ought  to  form  of  inward  fuggefti- 
ons,  and  ftrong  or  particular  impreflions  upon 
your  minds.  There  are  fome  extremely  prone  to 
interpret  a  text  of  fcripture,  fuddenly  fuggefled  to 
their  minds,  or  any  ftrong  impreflion  made  on 
them,  as  an  immediate  melfage  from  God,  to  be 
direCtly  applied  to  themfelves :  Others,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  this,  as  enthufiaftical  and  vifionary,  feem 
to  give  up  every  expectation  of  being  able  to  fay 
with  the  Pfalmift,  I  blefs  the  Lord  who  hath  given 
me  counfel ,  my  reins  alfo  inftruft  me  in  the  night  feafon. 
I  beg,  therefore,  that  you  may  obferve,  that  the 
fuggeftion  of  a  paflage  of  fcripture,  of  itfelf  gives 
no  title  to  the  immediate  application  of  it,  becaufe 
the  great  deceiver  may  undoubtedly  fuggeft  fcrip¬ 
ture,  as  we  find  he  could  reafon  from  it  in  our 
Saviour’s  temptation.  We  are,  in  every  fuch  cafe, 
to  confider  the  tenor  of  it,  if  it  be  a  promife  or 
encouragement,  that  is,  how  and  in  what  manner 
it  may  be  fafeiy  applied.  If  any  thing  happens  to 
be  fuggefted  that  exprefsly  fuits  our  prefent  con¬ 
dition,  either  by  fetting  home  the  obligation  of 
duty,  with  particular  evidence  upon  the  con- 
fcience,  or  pointing  out  the  grounds  of  comfort, 
it  ought  to  be  thankfully  acknowledged  as  from 
the  fpirit  of  God.  For  example,  if  a  perfon,  un- 
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der  the  power  of  a  fpirit  of  bondage,  and  fear  of 
divine  wrath,  hath  fuggefted  to  him  any  of  the  ex- 
term vc  gracious  aflurances  of  mercy  to  the  chief 
a  miners,  it  is  his  duty  to  lay  hold  of  it.  It  is  dk- 
reed.)  fuited  to  his  condition,  and  would  be  the 
ve;y  thing  that  a  wife  and  judicious  paftor  would 
recommend  to  him  for  his  relief  He  may  there- 
fbi e,  w  laiGut  hefitation,  blefs  God  for  it,  if  it  is 
brought  with  power  and  efficacy  upon  his  heart; 
In  tile  fame  manner,  if  a  perfon  under  trouble 
ham  fugged ed  to  him  any  of  the  promifes  of  fup- 
por l  under  it,  furely  he  ought,  in  the  difeharge  of 
his  duty,  firmly  to  rely  on  the  accornplifhment  of 
that  part  ot  the  word  of  God.  But  in  the  reflex 
examination  of  a  perfon  *s  character  or  fiate,  to  ap¬ 
ply  the  fudden  fuggeftion  of  a  promife  or  privi- 
lege,  perhaps  of  a  conditional  nature,  is  certain-, 
ly  both  finful  and  dangerous.  Sinful,  becaufe 
without  warranty  and  dangerous,  becaufe  leading 
tq  dduiiom 

<1.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  what 
it  is  that  we  ought  to  feek  for,  with  the  greateft 
earaeftnefs,and  may  hope  to  obtain,  with  the  great- 
eft  confidence.  Recoiled,  I  faefeech  you,  the  or¬ 
der  in  vyhich  I  have  mentioned  the  promifes  of 
God  as  the  objects  of  truft  and  reliance.  Firft  of 
all  the  promifes  of  falvation,  deli  verance  from  the 
guilt  qf  fin,  and  a  right  to  everlafting  life;  next 
whatever  is  neceffary  to  the  prefervation  and  im¬ 
provement  of  the  fpiritu^l  life;  and  then  in  the 
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third  place,  proper  accommodation,  and  fuitable 
provifion  in  our  paffage  through  the  prefent  world. 
They  are  here  ranked  according  to  their  value  in 
themfelves,  and  the  value  which  we  fhould  put 
upon  them,  Let  us,  therefore,  take  care  that  we 
never  violate  this  order,  which  is  neceffary,  not 
only  becaufe  of  their  comparative  value,  but  be- 
caufe  of  their  mutual  influence  one  upon  another. 
It  is  in  vain  for  us  to  expect  to  attain  to  the  habit 
or  practice  of  holinefs,  till  we  are  united  to  God 
by  faith  in  Jefus  ChrifL  All  the  promifes  of  the 
gofpel  are  ratified  in  him.  All  the  divine  fulnefs 
is  treafured  up  in  him.  Every  divine  gift  is  dif- 
penfed  by  him.  Therefore,  he  fays,  John  xv.  4* 
Abide  in  mey  and  1  in  you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear 
fnuit  of  itfelfy  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  ;  no  more  can 
ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  And  the  apoitle  Paul, 
Gal.  ii.  2Q.  lam  crucified  with  Gbriji  ;  neverthelefs 
Hive ;  yet  not  /,  but  Chrifi  liveih  in  me;  and  the  life 
which  I  now  live  in  the  fiejh ,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the 
Son  of  God ,  who  loved  me ,  and  gave  himfelf forme . 

In  the  fame  manner  nothing  can  be  more  pre~ 
pofterous,  than  to  fix  our  affections  upon  tempo¬ 
ral  mercies,  or  our  attention  upon  the  promifes 
tnat  relate  to  them,  fo  as  to  lofe  view  of  our  inte- 
reft  in  God's  favor,  and  the  progrefs  of  our  fancti- 
fication.  All  the  temporal  promifes  in  fcnpture 
axe  made  to  the  cmidren  of  God  as  fuch,  and  for 

carrying  on  the  purpofes  of  his  grace  in  them.— 
^Qui  heavenly  bather  knoweth  that  ye  have  need 
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of  thefe  things.  There  is  no  promife  in  the  whole 
volume  of  infpiration  to  the  wicked  and  impeni¬ 
tent.  There  is  no  peace,  faith  my  God,  to  the  wicked. 
He  will  either  rebuke  them  in  his  wrath  and  chaf- 
tcn  them  in  his  hot  difpleafure,  or  give  them  up 
to  acurfed,  hardening,  ftupifying  prolperity,  than 
which,  no  ftate  on  earth  is  more  to  be  dreaded. — ■ 
Chriftian!  never  fuller  an  anxiety  about  your  out¬ 
ward  ftate  to  fupplant  or  go  before,  or  even  to  be 
feparatedfroma  concern,  that  you  may  not  be  found 
wanting  when  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the  fanc- 
tuary. 

9 

3.  Let  me  befeech  you  to  adore  the  wifdom,  juf- 
tice  and  mercy  of  God,  in  the  order  he  hath  efta- 
blifhed,  according  to  the  different  nature  of  the 
promifes.  That  which  is  of  moft,  nay,  properly 
ipeaking,  of  unfpeakable  value,  and  radically  con¬ 
tains  all  the  reft,  is  placed  firft  in  order,  and  offer¬ 
ed  in  the  moft  tree  and  gracious  manner,  without 
money  and  without  price.  Salvation  is  preached 
to  the  chief  of  finners,  and  a  Saviour  held  forth  as 
able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  to  God 
by  him.  Many  ufes  might  be  made  of  this,  but 
the  fingle  ufe  1  intend  to  make  of  it,  at  prefent,  as 
connected  with  the  duty  of  truft,  is  to  filence  the 
complaints  of  envy  and  impatience.  How  prone 
are  many  to  look  with  an  evil  eye  upon  the  more 
extenfive  poffeflions,  and  greater  apparent  outward 
comfort  which  others  enjoy?  Does  it  not  aftonifh 
you  to  think  how  much  unbelief  and  ingratitude 


there  is  in  thofe  repining  thoughts?  Meannefs  of 
rank,  and  poverty  of  ftate,  are  no  hinderance  at  all 
to  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  a  right  to  everlafting 
life.  Nay,  the  gofpel  is  preached  to  the  poor. — 
Many  a  Lazarus  has  been  carried  by  the  angels  to 
Abraham’s  bofom,  while  the  rich  and  luxurious 
have  lifted  up  their  eyes  in  torments.  Will  you, 
can  you,  dare  you  then  complain?  Will  you  envy 
the  man  of  the  world,  his  ftately  palace — his  ele¬ 
gant  furniture,  and  his  fumptuous  fare?  What  is 
the  ampleft  portion  in  the  prefent  life  compared 
with  the  fure  mercies  of  David?  What  child  of 
God  would  exchange  with  any  wicked  man  a  pri- 
fon  for  a  palace,  or  a  fcaffold  for  a  throne? 

I  befeech  you  to  add  to  all  this,  that,  even  with  re¬ 
gard  to  prefent  peace  or  comfort,  there  is  no  compa- 
rifon  between  a  good  man  and  a  bad.  Aman'slife  doth 

not  confijl  in  the  abundance  of  the  things  which  he  pof- 
fejfes.  This  is  a  truth  not  only  often  repeated  in  the 
facred  oracles,  but  written  in  the  cleareft  and  moll 

legible  characters  in  the  hiftory  of  Providence. _ 

Nay,  even  independently  of  virtue  or  religion  itfelf, 
every  human  calamity,  whether  arifing  from  fick- 
nefs,  reproach,  contention,  fear,  or  ungratified  de¬ 
fire,  rages  with  greater  violence  in  the  higher,  than 
in  the  lower  ftations  of  life.  A  vain  and  conceit¬ 
ed  monarch  once  fent  to  afk  at  an  heathen  oracle, 
who  was  the  happiefi:  man  on  earth?  and  met  with 
a  deferved  difappointment  in  the  reply.  If  we 
Ihould  put  a  queftion  much  more  profitable  as  well 
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as  much  more  eafily  refolved,  in  what  rank  of  life 
the  moil  exquifite  human  mifery  has  been  found  ? 
I  have  no  doubt  but  it  ought  to  be  anfwered  upon 
a  throne.  Experience  will  always  ratify  the  wife 
man’s  obfervation :  Better  is  a  dinner  of  herbs  where 
love  is,  than  a  failed  ox  and  hatred  therewith.  A 
fanctified  lot  is  an  ineftimable  treafure.  The  blef- 
fing  of  God  on  a  cruife  of  oil,  and  a  pot  of  meal,  is 
better  than  inexhauftible  mines  of  gold  and  filver. 
What  caufe  of  contentment  and  patience  to  the 
child  of  God  1 

In  the  laft  place,  you  may  learn,  from  what  has 
been  faid  on  the  fubjeCl,  what  is  the  plained:,  the 
ftiorteft,  and,  indeed,  the  only  fure  way  to  deliver¬ 
ance  from  diftrefs  or  calamity  of  whatever  kind. 
It  is  to  fly  to  the  mercy  of  God  through  the  blood 
of  Chrift,  to  renew  the  exercifes  of  faith,  in  him, 
and,  in  proportion  as  it  pieafes  God,  to  fill  you  with 
all  joy,  and  peace  in  believing;you  will  perceive  e- 
very  other  covenant- bleding  flow  clear  and  unmix¬ 
ed  from  this  inexhaufled  fource.  It  will  lead  to 
repentance,  humiliation  and  fubmiffion.  Thefanc- 
tifit^d  ufe  of  the  affliction  will  be  obtained,  and 
this  brings  deliverance  of  itfelf;  for  no  rod  will  be 
continued  longer,  than  it  hath  anfwered  its  end. 
At  any  rdte,  when  differing  is  necelfary,  grace,  to 
differ  with  patience,  fhall  not  be  withheld.  Would 
you  have  any  more, and  is  not  this  remedy  always 
at  hand  ?  Can  the  poorelt  man  fay  it  is  not  within 
the  reach  of  his  purfe  ?  It  is,  at  once,  effectual  and 
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univerfal.  It  was  once  faid  in  contempt  of  a  wor¬ 
thy  and  pious  minifter,  that  he  made  fo  much  of 
the  blood  of  Chrilf,  that  he  would  apply  it  even  to 
a  broken  bone.  But  bating  what  may  be  thought 
indecent  in  the  expreffion,  chofen  on  purpofe  to 
bring  a  good  man  into  ridicule,  the  thing  itfelf,  I 
make  bold  to  affirm,  is  a  great  and  a  precious 
truth.  Faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  makes  a  man 
fuperior  to  all  fufferings.  It  foftens  their  afpedt 
— it  abates  their  feverity — nay,  it  changes  their  na¬ 
ture.  When  a  man  is  under  didrefs  or  calamity 
of  any  kind,  and  confiders  it  only  in  itfelf,  and  in¬ 
dependently  of  his  relation  to  God,  it  retains  its 
old  nature,  and  taftes  with  all  the  bitternefs  of  the 
original  curfe;  but  when  it  is  confidered  as  li¬ 
mited  in  its  nature — its  meafure,  and  its  continu¬ 
ance  by  a  kind  Saviour,  the  believer  fubmits  to  it 
with  patience,  as  a  part  of  his  Creator’s  will;  bears 
it  with  patience  in  his  Redeemer’s  drength,  and 
fometimes  is  enabled  to  embrace  it  with  pleafure* 
as  ferving  to  carry  him  to  his  Father’s  prefence. 
Is  this  going  too  far  ?  No,  my  dear  brethren  5  there 
are  great  realities  to  which  the  word  of  God,  and 
the  experience  of  his  faints,  bear  united  evidence. 
Many  here  prefent,  I  doubt  not,  have  been  wit- 
nefs  of  this  truth,  in  the  carriage  of  their  relations 
now  with  God  ;  and  not  a  few,  I  truft,  will  repeal; 
the  telhmony  to  fucceeding  ages.  I  conclude  all 

with  that  animated  paffage  of  the  apoflle  Paul. _ - 

2  Cor.  i  v.  16,  1 7 For  which  caufe  we  faint  not ;  but 
though  our  outward  man  perijb,  yet  the  inward  man  ii 
Vot,  III.  F  2 
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renewed  day  by  day.  For  our  light  affliction,  which 
is  but  for  a  moment ,  workelh  for  us  a  far  more  exceed¬ 
ing  and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 
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I  Timothy  vi.  iq. 

Ebr  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil  •  which , 
while  fame  coveted  after ,  they  have  erred  from  the 
faith ,  and  pierced  themfelves  through  with  many 
farrows,  ' 

T  71  T  E  are  here  informed,  that  a  fupreme  at* 

*  Y  tachment  to  the  riches  of  this  world,  is 
an  infurmountable  obftacle  iq  the  great  work  of 
gofpel-falvation.  Covetoufnefs  is  idolatry,  and 
idolatry  excludes  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven — 
To  free  us,  therefore,  from  the  bondage,  and  guard 
againft  the  baneful  effects  of  this  fin,  many  pre¬ 
cepts  and  exhortations  are  given  in  the  word  of 
God.  Thus  we  are  commanded.  Love  not  the 
world,  neither  the  things  which  are  in  the  world ,  with 
the  mod  unequivocal  and  explicit  declaration,  if 
any  man  love  the  world ,  the  lov ?  of  the  Father  is  not  in 


/ 
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him. — We  are  alTured  that  the  cares  of  the  world, 
and  the  deceitfulnefs  of  riches,  choak  the  word,' 
and  render  it  unfruitful.— We  are  taught  that,  in 
order  to  our  becoming  the  true  difciples  of  (Thrift, 
and  poiTe fling  the  benefits  of  his  purchafe,  it  is 
neceffary  that  we  flhould  forfake  houfes  and  lands, 
father  and  mother,  brethren  and  ftfters,  hujband  and 
wife,  in  point  of  fupreme  affe&ion — and  it  is  Aridi¬ 
ty  enjoined  upon  us,  to  feek  firjl  the  kingdom  of  God, 
dnd  his  right eoufnefs s  and  to  lay  up  our  treafure  in 
heaven ,  that  our  hearts  may  be  there  alfo .  As  an  ar¬ 
gument  of  reftraint  from  having  our  affedlicns  too 
much  fet  on  the  perifhable  objedls  of  time,  we 
are  reminded  that,  as  we  brought  nothing  into  this 
world ,  Jo  we  can  carry  nothing  out.— Upon  this 
ground,  we  are  exhorted  to  be  contented  with 
moderate  enjoyments;  and  the  danger  of  erring 
from  this  rule,  to  the  extreme  of  a  too  eager  de~ 
fire  of  worldly  goods,  is  pointed  Out  in  the  text.— 
But  they  that  will  be  rich ,  fall  into  temptation  and  a 
fa  are,  and  into  many  foolifh  and  hurtful  lufts,  which 
drown  men  in  deft  ru  ft  ion  and  perdition — For  the  love 
of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil :  which ,  while  fome  co¬ 
veted  after,  they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced 
themfelves  through  with  many  forrows « 

As  a  difeourfe,  founded  on  this  paffage,  mufl 
flrike  at  one  of  the  great  idols  of  the  world,  and 
at  the  partial  idolatry  even  of  thofe  who  are  of 
the  houfehojd  of  faith,  it  may  offend ;  but  it  is  not 
designed  to  offend,  any  farther  than  is  abfolutely 
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neceiTary  to  promote  human  happinefs — and  (o 
far  may  God  grant  that  his  word  may  offend ;  that 
it  may  prove  quick  and  powerful ,  and  Jharper  than 
any  two-edged  j word ,  piercing  even  to  the  dividing  a- 
funder  of  the  foul  and fpirit ,  and  of  the  joints  and  mar¬ 
row,  and  that  it  may  be  a  difcerner  of  the  thoughts 
and  intents  of  the  heart . 

It  is  a  long  time  fince  the  prophet  uttered  that 
complaint  with  the  tears  of  overflowing  compaf- 
lion;  Who  hath  believed  our  report ?  and  to  whom 
is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed ?  The  fame  com¬ 
plaint,  we  who  at  prefent  minifter  in  holy  things, 
have  often  occalion  to  make.  For  though  the 
mefTages  of  Jehovah  {hall  not  be  loft,  yet  to  many, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  they  have  been,  and  ftill  are,  as 
the  founding  brafs  and  tinkling  fymbol;  and  to 
fome  of  you,  perhaps,  they  will  be  ultimately 
iwiit  witnefles  to  aggravate  your  condemnation; 
for  that ferv ant  who  knew  his  Lord's  will ,  and  prepar¬ 
ed  not  himfelf  neither  did  according  to  his  will, /hall 
be  beaten  with  many  fripes . 

Among  other  caufes  which  prevent  the  fuccefs 
of  the  gofpel,  and  the  eftabliftiment  and  effeefts  of 
gofpel-inftitutions,  and  which  expofe  to  many 
and  great  evils,  we  may  place  that  of  the  love  of 
money — An  undue  attachment  to  the  creatures  of 
time,  which  the  apoftle  ftiles  covetoufnefs,  and 
erring  from  the  faith  of  our  Chriftian  profeflion-* 
This  is  the  root  of  all  evil 
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To  confidcr  all  the  evils  to  which  the  fin  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  text  expofeth  us,  would  draw  out 

this  difcourfe  to  an  undue  length  ;  I  ftiajl,  there¬ 
fore,  only  mention  a  few  of  them,  and  then  con¬ 
clude.  the  fubjed  with  a  practical  improvement* 

L  The  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil  to 
the  body — It  urges  men  on  to  immoderate  labors* 
and  unfeafonable  toils  and  watchings — Thefe  ex- 
ercifes,  in  their  excefs,  become  at  length  an  efta- 
blilhed  habit  of  life ;  for  the  covetous  are  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  any  addition  of  wealth;  but  the  more 
they  have  the  more  they  want — They  join  houfe 
to  houfe,  and  field  to  field,  and,  after  many  additi¬ 
ons,  they  have  not  enough — In  the  midji  of  their 
fufficiency  they  are  in  fir  aits. — And  that  they  may 
get  more,  they  are  abundant  in  labors,  and  watch¬ 
ings,  and  diftrading  car e&.-^-'There  is  no  endof  their 
labor >  and  they  bereave  their  fouls  of  good.  Hence 
often  infirmities,  weaknefies,  and  various  difeafes, 
fometimes  fucceed  each  other — Hence  frequently 
the  wrinkles  and  furrows  of  age  are  deeply  impref- 
fed  before  the  ufual  meridian  of  life — Hence  aches 
and  pains  are  ingrafted  on  the  conftitution  at  an 
early  period,  and  increafe  with  thofe  increafing 
cares,  and  over-much  labor,  which  at  the  firft 
produced  them.  The  body  ftoops  under  the  bur¬ 
den  which  is  unneceffarily  affumed,  and  fooner 
becomes  a  prey  to  death;  or,  if  it  fhould  be  able 
to  fuftain  the  weight,  which  an  excefiive  defire 
after  worldly  goods  has  created,  yet  in  fome  un- 
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forefecn  moment,  it  may  fall  a  victim  to  the  rage 
of  luft  and  paffion.  The  evil  eye  may  excite  the 
affaflin  to  give  the  mortal  ftab,  that  he  may  pof- 
fefs  the  treafure — Befides,  fome  zvho  will  be  rich , 
by  unjuft  means,  fall  into  the  lnare  of  bonds  and 
imprifonment,  and  having  become  extreme  offen¬ 
ders,  the  chains  of  their  guilt  drag  them  at  length 
to  the  gallows,  as  their  awful  and  difgraceful  end. 

The  caution  of  wife  king  Solomon  was  written 
that  it  might  be  read,  and  confidered,  and  obferv- 
ed.  My  fon,  faith  he,//'  finners  entice  thee  confent 
thou,  not.  If  they  fay ,  come  with  us ,  let  us  lay  wait 
for  bloody  let  us  lurk  privily  for  the  innocent  without 
caufe:  Let  us  J wallo  w  them  up  alive  as  the  grave,  and 
whole  as  thofe  who  go  down  into  the  pit ;  IVe fhall find 
all  precious  fubftance ,  we  fhall  fill  ourhoufes  with  fipoi/s: 
Cafi  thy  lot  among  us  ;  let  us  all  have  one  purfe :  My  fon, 
walk  not  thou  in  the  way  with  them ;  refrain  thy  foot 
from  their  path:  For  their  feet  run  to  evil ,  and  make 
hafle  to  fljed  blood.  And  they  lay  wait  for  their  own 
blood,  they  lurk  privily  for  their  ozvn  lives .  Mark 
what  follows:  So  are  the  zvays  of  every  one  that  is 
greedy  of  gain;  which  taketh  away  the  life  of  the  own¬ 
ers  thereof 

The  ways  of  thofe,  who  are  lefs  offenders  by  the 
love  of  money,  refemble,  in  kind,  if  not  in  degree, 
the  deftrudtive  courfes  of  their  more  guilty  breth¬ 
ren.  The  principle  which  guides  their  adtions  is 
the  fame;  and  if  it  is  not  fubdued,  it  muft  pro¬ 
duce  the  ruin  of  the  one  as  well  as  of  the  other.— 
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the  degree  of  punifhment  will,  indeed,  be  in  exad 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  guilt;  but  it  is  furely 
fmall  confolation  to  reflebl:,  that  the  punifhment, 
we  endure  is  not  the  greateft  which  God  could 
inflidt  upon  us.  At  the  profpeft  of  flaughter- 
cd  legions,  and  fields  ftained  with  human  blood, 
your  horror — your  companion — your  aftonifhment 
are  awakened ;  you  tremble- — you  figh — you  weep; 
you  afk  what  was  the  caufe  of  fuch  dreadful — 
fuch  diftrefling  effedls.  Hear  the  apofile  James, 
From  whence  come  wars  and  fightings  among  you? 
Come  they  not  hence ,  even  ofyourlufis  that  war  in  your 
members?  Ye  lufi ,  and  have  not — ye  kill  and  defire  to 
have,  and  cannot  obtain — ye  fight  and  war,  yet  ye  have 
not ,  be  caufe  ye  ajk  not — ye  afk,  and  receive  not ,  be  caufe 
ye  ajk  amifs ,  that  ye  may  confume  it  upon  your  lujis . 
Thus  is  the  love  of  money  the  root  of  many  evils 
to  the  body* 

II.  It  is  efientialiy  injurious  to  the  foul.  It  has 
a  tendency  to  impoverifh  and  enfeeble  the  mind, 
and  to  debafe  ail  its  noble  powers  and  faculties, 
which  were  formed  for  fublime  employment;  to 
give  glory  to  God,  and  hold  communion  with  the 
faints  in  light.  Being  of  the  earth,  there  is  a  na¬ 
tural  propenfity  in  man  to  become  earthly,  and  if 
we  indulge  to  this  propenfity,  the  images  of  earth¬ 
ly  obje&s  muft  be  ftrongly  impreffed  upon  the 
mind,  and  by  a  long  and  familiar  converfe  with 
them,  the  foul  becomes  fo  united  to  them  as  never 
to  leave  them*  They  employ  its  fleeping  as  well 
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as  its  waking  thoughts;  and  thefe  ,objc<£ts  being  of 
an  inferior  nature,  they  keep  the  mind  low  and 
poor,  excluding  from  its  view  thofe  obje&s  of  im¬ 
proving  excellency,  after  which  it  was  formed  to 
afpire.  This  obfervation  you  may  fee  verified  in 
the  various  ranks  of  men,  which  compofe  fociety. 
In  each  you  may  fee  men  ignorant  of  almoft  every 
thing,  except  the  art  of  getting  and  keeping  mo¬ 
ney;  and  their  undue  attention  to  this  art,  and 
great  improvement  in  it,  is  the  caufe  of  their  igno¬ 
rance. 

But  the  love  of  money  is  efpecially  injurious  to 
the  foul,  as  it  vitiates  all  its  moral  powers.  It  in¬ 
duces  men  to  call  evil  good i  and  good  evil ;  to  put  bit¬ 
ter  for / wee t,  and fweet  for  bitter ;  to  make  gold  their 
hope ,  and  to  fay  to  the  fine  gold ,  thou  art  niy  confidence » 
and  to  deny  the  God  that  is  above.  It  raifes  a  wall  of. 
feparation  between  God  and  the  finner,  which  it 
is  difficult,  and  next  to  impoffible  to  overpafs  or 
demolifh.  How  hard  is  it  for  them  who  truji  in  riches 
to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God ?  Jefus  faidi  it  is  eafier 
for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle ,  than  for  a 
rich  man  to  enter  into' the  kingdom  of  heaven.  The  dif¬ 
ficulty  to  a  covetous  man  of  obtaining  the  fpecial 
favor  of  God,  and  preparation  for  heavenly  happi- 
nefs,  increafes  in  proportion  to  the  ftrength  of  his 
dcfire  after  the  goods  of  time,  as  his  trcafure.  His 
worldly  carnal  defire  and  covetous  thoughts,  by  long 
continuance,  become  fo  confirmed,  that  there  is,  m 
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the  end,  but  little  probability  that  they  will  ever  be 
changed.  In  this  cafe  we  can  only  fay,  with  God 
all  things  are  pojjible.  At  the  fame  time,  the  finner 
has  reafon  to  dread  that  awful  fentence.  Let  him  a- 
loney  he  is  joined  to  idols. 

With  what  a  folernn  and  grateful  attention,  then* 
fhould  we  liften  to  that  moft  benevolent  and  gra¬ 
cious  precept ;  Love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things 
which  are  in  the  world ;  for  if  any  man  love  the  world , 
the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him  f  Why  did  Demas 
forfake  Chrift?  Why  did  Demetrius  and  his  crafts¬ 
men  raife  a  tumult  againft  Paul  for  preaching  a- 
gain'll  idolatry?  Why  did  Ananias  and  Saphiralie 
to  the  Holy  Ghoft?  Why  did  the  Pharifees  deride 
•  Chrift  for  fpeaking  againft  covetoufnefs?  And  why 
did  the  young  man,  whofe  moral  conduit  was  a- 
miable,  refufe,  when  commanded,  to  fell  all  his 
worldly  fubftance  and  diftribute  it  to  the  poor,  and 
follow  the  Saviour,  who  had  promifed  him  an  in¬ 
corruptible  treafure  in  heaven  ? — The  fame  anfwer 
equally  applies  to  all.  It  was  becaufe  the  love  of 
the  Father  was  not  in  them — the  love  of  money 
was  rooted  in  their  hearts.  They  loved  this  pre- 
fent  world — -they  were  covetous.  Dreadful  delu- 
fion,  indeed !  to  hug  the  chains  which  muft  perpe¬ 
tuate  our  bondage — to  prefer  the  gains  of  this 
world  to  the  gains  of  godlinefs,  at  the  awful  haz¬ 
ard  of  an  everlafting  reparation  from  the  congre¬ 
gation  of  the  faints  in  light — from  the  afTembly  of 
angels,  and  the  p.refence  of  God !  Such  treafures 
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as  thefe,  when  they  poflefs  the  whole  heart,  are  po¬ 
verty  and  ruin  of  the  mofl:  dreadful  kind ;  for  what 
is  a  man  profiled ,  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lofe 
bis  own  foul?  In  the  lofs  of  the  foul  there  is  a  total 
Ihipwreck.  Not  fo  much  as  a  plank  is  left  to 
bring  the  deluded  adventurer  to  a  peaceful  and 
hofpitable  Ihore.  The  billows  of  God’s  wrath  o- 
verwhelm  him,  and  he  is  drowned  in  definition  and 
perdition.  See  then,  and  remember,  that  the  love 
of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil  to  the  foul, 

III.  It  is  alfo  very  injurious  to  man  as  a  mem-* 
ber  of  civil  and  religious  fociety.  It  induceth  him 
to  adl  only  from  felfifo  principles,  and  with  a  view 
to  his  own  advantage,  without  regard  to  the  prof- 
perity  of  others.  It  reftrains,  and  has  a  tendency 
to  deftroy  a  fpirit  of  liberality,  and  every  noble  and 
generous  purfuit.  It  blinds  the  eyes  fo  that  its  de¬ 
votees  do  not  often  fee  human  mifery,  and  thole 
pinching  wants,  which,  with  the  moft  plaintive 
voice,  folicit  for  charity;  or,  it  hardens  the  heart, 
and  prevents  the  exercife  of  a  beneficent  fympa>» 
thy  and  generous  companion.  It  prevents  an  at¬ 
tention  to  the  public  good,  and  thofe  objeds  of 
improvement  in  which  fociety  is  interefted,  and 
which  need  the  aid  of  all  its  members.  I  may  fay, 
therefore,  that  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all 
the  evils  of  injuftice.  In  fome  it  proves  a  tempt¬ 
ation  to  theft  and  robbery — in  others/it  begets  ex¬ 
tortion  and  opprdlion — -it  compels  them,  by  its 
poifonous  influence,  to  keep  falfe  balances,  and 
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diverfe  weights  and  meafures — a  great  and  a  fmali. 
In  all  thefe,  and  in  many  other  refpedls,  it  is  in-* 
jurious  to  man  as  a  member  of  fociety ;  becaufe  it 
unfits  him  to  aft  up  to  the  relation  which  he  fuf- 
tains — it  robs  him  of  a  good  character,  and  expos¬ 
es  him  to  cenfure,  and  fijch  punifhments,  as  men, 
in  a  civilized  ftate,  have  power,  and  are  bound  to 
jnflidl. 

Society  has  a  claim  upon  every  member,  for  the 
improvement  of  all  his  gifts,  talents  and  poffeflions, 
with  an  exprefs  reference  to  the  good  of  the  whole 
body;  for  no  man  fhould  live  to  himfelf;  and  thefe 
cannot  be  withheld  without  manifeft  injuftice; 
but  injuftice  to  the  body,  is  injuftice  to  each  mem¬ 
ber  of  it;  fo  that  for  a  man  to  be  unjuft  to  focie¬ 
ty,  is  to  be  unjuft  to  himfelf.  He  cannot,  by  that 
parfimony  which  the  love  of  money  begets,  injure 
the  body,  without  fuffering  with  it,  becaufe  he  is  a 
member  of  it.  And  if  he  is  a  member  of  Chrift’s 
vifible  Church,  his  fuffering  in  this  cafe  is  to  be 
eftimated  by  the  value  of  thofe  bleffings,  temporal 
and  fpiritual,  which  he  might  have  obtained  by  a 
contrary  fpirit,  as  well  as  by  the  weight  of  that 
wrath  to  which  his  guilt  fubjefts  him.  To  them 
who  honor  the  Lord  with  their  fubftance,  it  is  pro- 
mifed,  that  their  barns  jball  be  filled  with  plenty— 
And  they  who  are  rich  in  good  works ,  ready  to  difiri- 
lute,  willing  to  communicate,  are  affuied  that  they 
are,  in  this  way,  laying  up  in  fiore  for  the mf eivcs  a 
good  foundation  againjl  the  time  to  come ,  that  they  may 
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lay  bold  on  eternal  life.  You  will  not  miftake  my 
meaning,  when  I  fay,  that  the  Chriflian,  by  a  par- 
fimonious  fpirit,  fuffers  much  in  the  prefent  life; 
I  do  not  mean  that  he  is  always  fenfible  of  his  lofs, 
or  diftreffed  about  it.  Doubtlefs  there  are  many 
Chriflians,  from  whom  many  bleffings  are  withT 
held,  only  for  their  partial  indulgence  to  the  fin 
which  we  have  been  confidering,  who  are,  for  the 
mod  part,  compofed,  infenfible  to  their  Ioffes,  and, 
therefore,  but  feldom  pained  with  felf-accufations 
for  their  folly.  Their  fields,  under  the  fame  til¬ 
lage  as  formerly,  produce  but  lean  crops:  They 
have  /own  much,  and  bring  in  little — they  eat,  but 
have  not  enough — they  drink,  but  are  not  filled  with 
drink — they  clothe  them/ elves ,  but  there  is  none  warm ; 
and  he  that  earneth  wages ,  earneih  wages  to  put  it  into 
a  bag  with  holes .  Such  events  as  thefe  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  a  people,  as  well  now  as  two  thoufand  years 
ago,  where  there  is  fimilarity  of  principle  and 
pradice.  And  they  may  happen  without  their 
once  confidering  the  true  caufe  from  whence  they 
proceed— the  refufal  to  honor  God  with  their  fub- 
fiance.  It  is  not  the  defign  of  this  difeourfe  to 
provoke,  unlefs  it  be  to  fuch  good  works  as  fha.ll 
make  you  honorable  in  your  profeffion  of  Chrifti- 
anity  upon  earth,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  be  a  fa¬ 
vorable  fign  that  you  are  of  the  houfehold  of  faith, 
and  partakers  of  the  image  of  the  Saviour,  who 
was  moft  illufirious  for  a  difintereffed  and  fteady 
attention  to  objeds  of  public  and  general  utility. 
•-T X  have  laid,  that  the  profefling  Chriflian,  by  an 
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indulgence  to  the  fin  in  the  text,  may  fuffer  much* 
in  this  prefent  life;  but  what  Ihould  efpecially  a- 
waken  our  fears  is,  that  punifhment  which  awaits 
the  impenitent  in  an  after  flate.  No  covetous  man, 
woo  is  an  idolater ,  hath  any  inheritance  in  the  kingdom 
of  Chriji  and  of  God  ,<  for  becaufe  of  this  fin  cometh  the 
wrath  of  God  upon  the  children  of  difobedience.  There- 
foi  e  we,  who  are  of  the  day,  Ihould  not  be  partak¬ 
ers  with  them. 

I 

And  now  to  conclude  this  fubjedi — lince  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil 
to  body  and  foul,  and  is  exceedingly  injurious  to 
m  in  as  a  member  of  civil  and  religious  fociety^ 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  you  are  all  ready,  my  hearers, 
to  pafs  fentence  againft  it;  fori  cannot  fuppofe 
that  any  of  you  can,  in  judgment,  approve  of  that 
diipofition  of  heart  which  is  pregnant  with  fb 
many  and  great  evils  as  have  been  mentioned — 
You  do  not  helitate  to  condemn  the  man  who 
maketh  hafte  to  be  rich  by  injuftice,  fraud  and  op- 
preffion — You  think  it  juft,  that  he  that  removeth 
jus  neignbor’s  land- mark,  fhould  bear  the  curfe  of 
heaven;  and  that  he  who  oppreffeth  the  poor  to 
increafe  his  riches,  fhould  come  to  want — You 
deipife  the  thief  as  the  meaneft  character,  and  the 
danng  plunderer,  who,  with  violent  hands  feizeth 
upon  his  neighbor’s  goods;  and  judge  that  fuch 
perfons  merit  perpetual  confinement,  or  capital 
punifhment.  But  do  you  condemn  thofe  cares 
which  impair  the  health  of  the  body,  difturb  the 
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peace  of  the  mind,  choak  the  word,  and  hinder  the 
fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  ?  Do  you  condemn  a  refulal 
to  honor  God  with  your  fubftance  when  he  calls 
for  it,  for  the  promotion  and  eftablilhment  of  his 
kingdom,  and  interefl  in  the  world  ?  Do  you  con¬ 
demn  the  want  of  public  fpirit,  liberality,  and  cha¬ 
ritable  difpofitions  towards  the  poor  and  needy- 
and  whatever  has  a  tendency  to  cramp  the  human 
mind  in  its  improvements,  and  prevent  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  focial  date,  with  refpedt  to  the  pre¬ 
lent  and  future  world?  And  does  your  practice 
correfpond  with  thofe  fentiments?  Iffo,  then  you 
are  free  from  that  blame  which  is  due  to  thofe  who 

have  an  undue  attachment  to  the  goods  of  time;  you 
welcome  the  meflages  of  the  gofpel,  and  hear  them 
without  contempt  of  the  fpeaker  or  his  mafter 
even  when  they  are  pointed  againft  your  idols— 
You  haften  to  hear  them,  at  the  expence  of  fome 
wearinefs  to  the  flefh,  and  of  fome  time  from  your 
worldly  bufinelfes  and  purfuits ;  and  the  fruit  of 
your  hearing  is,  that  you  are  ready  to  every  good 
■word  and  zvork— Confequently  you  do  not  err  from 
the  duties  of  your  Chriftian  profeffion,  neither 
have  pierced  yourfelves  through  with  thofe  many 
forrows,  which  are  the  effetfis  of  the  fin  which  we 
have  been  confidering,  and  which  in  their  confe- 
quences  work  death.  But  is  this  true?  and  is 
this  a  general  thing?  Here,  even  charity  nerfelf  js 
filent  or  if  lhe  fpeaks,  Ihe  is  obliged  to  put  a  ne 
gative  upon  the  queftion.  She  fays  it  is  not  true 
of  the  whole,  but  only  of  a  few — And  we  fear  of 
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but  very  few  comparatively — and  for  the  ground 
of  this  jealous  fear,  I  beg  leave  to  point  you  only 
to  the  fmall  and  partial  facrifices  of  time  and 
worldly  bufinefs,  which  are  made  on  week-days, 
in  the  private  and  public  worfhip  of  God  !  How 
little  time  is  (pent  in  reading  the  fcriptures,  and 
comparing  the  exercifes  of  our  hearts  with  this 
infallible  rule,  by  Which  we  are  at  laid  to  be  judg¬ 
ed  ?  What  a  fmall  portion  of  your  time  is  devoted 
to  prayer?  and  with  what  reluctance  do  fomc 
come  out  to  hear  the  word,  when  the  farm  or 
merchandize  muft  be  negleCted  for  that  hour; 
whilft  others  refufe  to  hear  or  ferve,  unlefs  it  be 
when  the  fervice  cofts  them  nought.  Where 
then  is  your  friend  (hip  to  the  matter  whom  you 
profefs  to  ferve  ? — Does  your  zeal  for  the  things  of 
Chrift's  kingdom,  kindled  from  the  altar  of  God, 
confume  that  fpirit  of  worldlinefs  which  marks  the 
character  of  the  man  who  is  the  friend  of  the  world, 
and  the  enemy  of  God? — -What  do  you  more  than, 
others?  Publicans  trefpafs  upon  the  rights  of  the 
fabbath,  by  converfation  unfuitable  to  the  day— 
and  are  you  free  from  this  fin  ?  Publicans  are  zea¬ 
lous  to  obtain  the  corruptible  inheritance— and 
are  you  not  imitators  of  them  in  this  refpeCt?^ 
Publicans  turn  their  back  upon  the  church,  and 
difdain  to  worftfip  the  Lord  Lod  of  Hefts,  ana  to 
be  governed  by  his  precepts;  and  are  not  many 
of  you  lukewarm  Chriftians,  neither  hot  nor  cold  ; 
fuch  as  God  has  threatened  to  fpew  out  of  his 
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mouth  ?  And  is  not  one  leading  caufe  of  all  this  a 
too  great  love  for  this  prefent  evil  world  ? 

Brethren,  remember  that  kind  and  folemn  ad¬ 
monition  w'ith  which  I  (hall  conclude.  If  any  man 
love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  bint — 
And  if  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  has  not  thd  fpirit  of  Chrift ;  and  if  he  has 
not  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his  j  and  if 
he  is  not  his,  he  (hall  not  inherit  his  glory. 
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Ephesians  iv.  15,  16. 

But,  f peaking  the  truth  in  love ,  may  grow  up  into  him 
in  all  things,  which  is  the  head ,  even  Chrifl :  From 
whom  the  whole  body  fitly  joined  together,  and  com¬ 
pacted  by  that  which  every  joint  fupplietb ,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  effectual  working  in  the  meafure  of  every 
part,  maketh  increafe  of  the  body,  unto,  the  edifying 
ofitfelf  in  love . 

THE  church  of  Chrifl-,  in  various  places  of 
the  New  Teflament,  is  fpoken  of  as  one 
body,  of  which  Chrifl  is  the  head :  and  in  no  place 
is  the  union  of  the  church  more  ftrongly  expref- 
fed  than  in  the  paffage  we  are  now  about  to  con- 
fider. 

For  in  the  nth  verfe,  Paul  fayeth,  that  Chrift 
gave  fome,  apojlles:  and  fame ,  prophets:  and  fame. 


I! 


1?| 

i 


K 


K  E  R. 

evangelists :  and  fame,  faflors  and  teachers  s  for  the 
per  feeling  of  the  faints,  for  the  work  of  the  minifry s 
for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrifl :  fill  we  all  come 
in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
Son  of  Goa,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  meafure  of  the 
future  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrif :  That  we  henceforth  be 
no  more  children,  toffed  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about 
with  every  wind  ofdoflrine,  by  the  flight  of  men,  and 
cunning  craftinefs ,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive , 

That  is,  Chrift  hath  given  to  the  church,  here 
called  his  body,  the  officers  before  mentioned,  that 
by  means  of  their  miniffrations,  it  might  have  an 
increafe  of  light,  love,  faith  and  joy  in  God  in  ali 
holy  obedience,  and  might  not  be  like  children, 
eafily  impofed  upon  and  carried  away  with  erro¬ 
neous  d  citrines :  But  J peaking  the  truth  in  !ovey  might 
grow  up  into  him  in  all  things ,  which  is  the  head ,  even 
Chrijh  From  whom  the  whole  body  fitly  joined  together \ 
and  comp  aided  by  that  which  every  joint  fupplieih ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  effectual  working  in  the  meafure  of  every 
part ,  maketh  increafe  of  the  bodyy  unto  the  edifying  of 
if  elf  in  love* 

Here  is  a  manifeft  allufion  to  the  human  bo¬ 
dy,  which  is  compofed  of  different  joints  and 
members,  knit  together  by  various  ligaments,  and 
furnifhed  with  nerves,  tendons,  and  veffels  of  com¬ 
munication  to  and  from  every  part  ot  the  body,- 
which  by  thefe  means  is  nounihed,  actuated  ana 
invigorated,  and  arrives  to  its  full  fi length  and 
fiatureffl 

*  Dre  Gulf?  In  Loc, 
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The  plain  fenfe  of  the  text  appears  to  be  this, 
that  we  Chriftians,  fpeaking  the  truth  in  love, 
fhould  feck  after  an  increafe  in  knowledge  and 
grace,  and  then  grow  up  in  union  with  Chrift  the 
head ;  from  whom,  or  rather  by  whom  the  whole 
body,  being  orderly  and  firmly  united  together, 
every  one  in  his  proper  place,  by  the  affiftance 
which  every  part  thus  united,  gives  to  the  whole, 
according  to  the  effectual  operation  of  the  holy 
fpirit,  in  the  meafure  in  which  it  is  given,  to  eve¬ 
ry  part  or  member,  rnaketh  or  obtaineth  increafe 
unto  the  edifying  of  itfelf  in  love. 

This  truth  we  are  taught  in  the  paflage,  and 
this  we  {hall  particularly  attend  to,  to  wit.  That 
the  church  confifteth  of  a  variety  of  parts,  and 
that  a  union  ought  to  be  fought  after  between 
thofe  parts.  Here  I  {hall, 

I.  Briefly  conflder  the  parts  of  w’hich  the  whole 
is  conftituted. 

II.  Shew  how  thefe  parts  are  united  fo  as  to 
conftitute  one  body. 

III.  Mention  fome  of  the  mot  important  ends 
anfwered  by  this  union:  which  I  truft  will  illuf- 
trate  the  truth  that  union  ought  to  be  fought  af¬ 
ter  by  the  parts  or  members. 

I.  I  am  briefly  to  confider  the  parts  of  which 
the  whole  church  is  confiituted. 

Here  it  will  be  natural  to  obferve,  firjl ,  That 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  was 
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made  flefn,  and  dwelt  among  us,  is  the  head  of 
the  church. 

Secondly y  The  parts  of  which  the  church  or  body 
o^Chrirt  is  inffituted  are,  in  a  large  view,  all  thofe 
ianclihed  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect,  who 
are  in  glory,  together  with  all  the  churches  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift  upon  earth. 

.  \  .  >  y 

Agreeably  to  this,  the  apoftle  to  the  Hebrews^ 

when  enumerating  their  particular  advantages  as 

Chnftians,  faying  that  they  were  come  unto  Mount 
hion,  etna  unto  toe  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly 
J'  rafale  rn,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels . 

the  general  affembly  and  church  of  the  firft-born, 
which  are  written  in  heaven ,  and  to  God  the  judge  of 
aJy  and  to  the f pints  of  juft  men  made  perfect* 
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So  alfo  Paul  fayeth,  that  God  hath  made  known 
unto  us  the  my  fiery  of  his  will,  according  to  his  good 
pleafure ,  which  he  hath  purpofed  in  himfelf ;  that  in 
the  df pe> fat  ton  of  the  fulnefs  of  times,  he  might  ga¬ 
ther  together  in  one  all  things  in  Chrift >  both  which  are 
in  heaven ,  and  which  are  on  earth ,  even  in  him . 

Thus  we  have  taken  a  comprehensive  view  of 
the  church  or  body  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  part  of  which 
is  in  heaven,  and  part  on  earth. 


We  fhall  now  proceed  to  take  a  more  minute 
furvey  of  the  individual  members,  or  fmaller  com¬ 
ponent  parts  of  the  churches  of  Chrift  upon  earth  ; 
or  fhew  who  they  are. 
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Here  I  am  led  to  fpeak  of  a  matter,  concerning 
which,  many  great  and  good  men  have  differed. 

Some  fuppofe  that  it  is  the  defign  of  Chriff, 
that  none  Ihould  be  admitted  into  the  church  but 
thofe  who  are  the  fubjedts  of  regenerating  grace, 
and  make  a  profeilion  of  their  belief  ofgofpel 
truths,  and  give  credible  evidence  of  their  gracious 
ftate,  and  their  children. 

9 

Such  plead,  that  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel 
are  teats  ot  the  covenant  between  God  and  graci¬ 
ous  fouls;  and  that  when  unregenerate  perfons 

come  to  their  ordinances,  they  let  the  feal  to  a 
blank. 

That  all  unregenerate  men  are  enemies  to  God 
and  holinefs;  and  as  holinefs  is  required  prior  to 
coming  to  ordinances,  they  cannot  come  for  want 
ot  an  effentially  neceffary  pre-requilite. 

Such  think  this  is  taught  in  the  gofpel,  by  the 
treatment  he  met  with,  who  appeared  at  the  mar- 
riage-feaft  without  a  wedding  garment. 

> 

As  alfo  by  the  inftru&ion  of  Philip  to  the  Eu~ ' 
nuch,  who  faid  See  here  is  water :  IVbat  doth  hinder 
me  to  be  baptized  ?  And  Philip  /aid,  if  thou  believe ft 
with  all  thine  heart  thou  mayeft.  And  he  anfwered 
and  [aid,  I  believe  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  Son  of  Gods 
and  immediately  he  was  baptized. 

In  fhort,  fuch  take  it  for  granted,  that  there 
ought  to  be  in  this  world,  as  far  as  poffible,  a  fe- 


25S  K  E  R. 

pa  rat  ion  kept  up  between  the  regenerate  and  un- 

regenerate. 

Others  fuppofe,  that  all  thofe  ought  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  church  with  their  children,  whe¬ 
ther  regenerate  or  unregenerate,  who  do  profefs  a 
belief  of  the  effential  truths  of  religion,  and  that 
they  believe  it  their  duty  to  comply  with  all  the 
divine  requifitions :  That  whenever  they  ihall 
maintain  heretical  opinions,  or  in  their  external 
deportment,  (hall  walk  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
gofpel,  they  ought,  by  the  church,  to  be  reprov¬ 
ed  and  admomfhed,  and  if  found  irreclaimable! 
fufpended  and  finally  caft  out. 

Thefe  think  that  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel 
are  feals  of  God’s  covenant  of  promife,  in  which 
he  manifefteth  his  gracious  intentions,  makes  o- 
vertures  and  promifes,  and  lets  his  feal  to  thofh 
promifes,  then  alluring  us  of  their  validity,  and 
calling  upon  us,  in  this  ftate  of  probation,  where 
means  are  neceflary,  to  attend  to  tnQj.e  overtures 
and  firm-fealcd  promifes. 

And,  in  this  view,  fuch  think  God’s  covenant 
with  Abraham  is  called  a  covenant  of  promife. 

Thefe  think  that  unregenerate  men  may  be  con- 
fidered  and  treated  as  members  of  Chriit  s  church 
on  earth,  as  they  conceive  infant  baptilm  of  divine 
appointment — that  obfervation  and  experience  e- 
vinceth  that  the  pofterity  of  believers  are  not  all 
regenerate,  and  fuppofe  there  is  no  example  or  di»* 
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redlion  in  God’s  word  for  caffing  a  perfon  out  of 
the  church  for  other  crimes,  than  herefy  or  overt 
ads  of  wickednefs. 

In  a  word,  that  there  are  many  members  in 
Chrifl’s  church  on  earth,  who  never  were  defigned 
for  memberfhip  in  heaven— that  they  are  taught 
this  by  being  direded  to  let  the  tares  grow  among 
trse  wheat;  aHb,  in  the  parable  of  the  foolilh  and 
Wife  virgins;  likewife,  where,  by  our  Lord,  the 
gofpel  is  compared  to  a  great  net,  which  caught 
of  the  fifties,  good  and  bad. 

As  alfo,  by  the  threatening  to  the  branches,  in 
Chrift  the  vine,  which  bring  not  forth  good 
fruit;  and  by  the  Jews  being  informed,  that  they 
were  broken  off  the  good  olive  by  unbelief,  which 
(heweth,  that  though  they  had  not  regeneration 
and  faving  faith,  yet  they  had  enjoyed  a  (landing 
in  the  church.  ° 


Many  truly  valuable  and  fpiritual  members  of 
Ghii.i  s  chu.cn  there  have  been,  and  Id  ill  are,  who 
think  thus  differently  refpedingadmiffion  of  mem- 
dc.s;  and  the  Wife,  candid  and  liberal,  in  either 
fcheme,  are  ready  to  acknowledge  difficulties  iii 
the  plan  they  have  adopted ;  and  there  are  but  few 
who  think  thefe  differences  in  feritiment  a  fuffici- 
r.jii  reafon  ror  breaking  Chriftian  or  minifferial 
Communion;  efpecially,  as  ail  agree,  that  God  re- 
quiretii  oral!,  fupreme  love  to  hirnfelf,  and  repent™ 
ance  fa;tn  in  Chriff,  and  that  without  thefe^ 
none,  however  otherwife  qualified,  can  perforaf 
VOL.  HI.  I  2  r 
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any  duty  acceptably;  and  thefe  exercifes  are  what 
Chriftians  and  individuals  are  frequently  exhorted 
to,  and  without  which  they  mud  finally  be  loft. 

Having  dwelt  fo  long  upon  the  diverfity  of  fen- 
timent,  may  be  confidered  rather  as  a  digreffion, 
and,  therefore,  I  {hall  conclude  this  head,  at  once, 
by  obferving,  that  thofe  profeffors,  I  have  been 
defcribing,  and  their  children  are  the  individual 
members  of  whom  the  churches  of  Chrift  on  earth 
are  compofed. 

I  now  proceed  to  fhow, 

II.  How  thefe  parts  are  united,  fo  as  to  confti- 
tute  one  body. 

Here  I  think  it  would  be  proper,  * 
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Firft,  To  confider  the  union  that  fubftfts  be¬ 
tween  the  members,  and  Chrift  the  head.  And, 

Secondly y  The  union  that  taketh  place  between 
the  members  themfelves. 

i .  With  refpetft  to  the  union  between  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  Chrift  the  head,  the  following  things  are 
predicable,  viz. 

That  it  is  of  divine  appointment  that  they  who 
underhand  and  believe  the  truths  of  the  gofpel, 
and  make  credible  profcftion  thereof,  being  bap¬ 
tized,  (hall  be  confidered  as  luftaining  a  connexi¬ 
on  to  Chrift  the  head  of  the  church,  that  is,  fuch  a 
connexion  as  conftituteth  membcrlhip. 
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2.  That  all  thofe  who  have  not  only  the  above- 
mentioned  union,  but  have  received  of  his  ipirir, 
and  are  made  holy,  and  fo  are  become  the  children 
of  God  by  faith  in  Chrift,  are  united  with  him  in 
affection  and  intereft.  Thefe  are  made  partakers 
of  the  divine  nature,  are  become  one  with  Chrift, 
even  as  he  is  one  with  the  Father, 

The  former  union  I  confider  as  diflolvible;  and, 
therefore,  Chrift  faith.  Every  branch  in  me  that 
beareth  not  fruit  he  taketh  away. 

The  latter  I  confider  as  an  indiflolvible  union, 
and  agreeably  to  this  Chrift  affirms,  He  that  loveth 
me,Jfjall  be  loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him, 
and  I  will  manifeft  my  f  elf  to  him .  And  having  loved 
his  own  which  were  in  the  world ,  he  loved  them  unto 
the  end . 

I  proceed  now, 

2.  To  confider  that  union  that  fubfifteth,  or 
®ught  to  fubfift,  between  the  members  themfelves. 

Paul,  to  the  Corinthians,  hath  thefe  memorable 
words,  Now  Ibefeech  you,  brethren ,  by  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift ,  that  you  all  fpeak  the  fame  thing, 
that  there  he'  no  divijion  among  you;  but  that  you  be 
perfectly  joined  together  in  the  fame  mind ,  and  in  the 
fame  judgment. 

So  alfo,  Phil.  iii.  16.  Let  us  walk  by  the  fame 

rule ,  let  us  mind  the  fame  thing.  And  Phil.  ii.  1,2. 
If  there  be,  therefore,  any  confolation  in  Chrift,  if  any 
comfort  of  love ,  if  any  fellowjhip  of  the  fpirit,  if  any 
bowels  and  .mercies,  fulfil  ye  my  joy,  that  ye  be  like* 
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minded,  having  the  fame  love ,  being  of  one  accord,  of 

one  mind . 

From  thefe,  and  many  paflages  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture,  I  am  led  to  conclude,  that  it  is  of  divine  ap¬ 
pointment  that  they,  who  agree  underftandingly  to 
make  fubftantially  the  fame  profeflion  of  elfential 
gofpel»truths,{hallconfider  themfelves  as  members 
of  the  one  catholic  church  of  Jefus  (Thrift,  though 
they  may  refide  in  different  branches  of  the  church, 
and  at  a  great  diftance.  So  that  a  common  pro-- 
feffion  or  confeffion  of  faith  is  the  vifible  mean  by 
which  Chriftians  become  united. 

3.  They  who  are  thus  united,  if  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  fame  holy  fpirit,  by  which  their 
hearts  are  formed  after  the  divine  image;  as  they 
will  moft  certainly  love  the  Lord  Jefus  (Thrift  fu- 
premely,  fo  they  will  love  one  another  as  breth¬ 
ren;  be  united  in  affedtion. 

Thus  I  have  endeavored  to  fhew  how  the  parts 
of  (Thrift's  church  are  united  fo  as  to  form  one 


III.  I  Thai!  now  proceed  to  confider  feme  of  the 
moft  important  ends  anfwered  by  fuch  an  union; 
which  will  illuftrate  this  truth,  that  union  ought  to  N 
be  fought  after  by  the  various  parts  or  branches  of 
the  church. 

j .  Such  an  union  is  a  compliance  with  the  de- 
fign  of  (Thrift,  the  head  of  the  church,  expreffed 
by  his  apoftles  in  fundry  places,  but  particularly 
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in  the  paffage  before- mentioned,  1  Gor.  i.  iq. 

Now  I  bejeech  you,  brethren ,  by  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Cbrijty  that  ye  all  J peak  the  fame  thing ,  and  that 
there  be  no  divtfion  among  you;  but  that  ye  be  perfectly 
joined  together  in  the  fame  mindy  and  in  the  fame  judg¬ 
ment.  And,  Let  us  walk  by  the  fame  rule ,  let  us  mind 
the  fame  things.  And,  Fulfil  ye  my  joy ,  that  ye  be  like- 
minded ,  having  the  fame  lovey  being  of  one  accord— of 
one  mind.  And,  Now  ye  are  the  body  of  Chrifi ,  and 
members  in  particular.  And  the  apoftle  affirms,  that 
the  body  is  not  one  member,  but  many.  So  that 
this  is  an  undoubted  truth,  that  the  church  is  the 
body  of  Chrifi',  and  that  that  body  confifteth  of 
many  members.  And  thefe  members  being  ex¬ 
horted  to  union,  and  to  avoid  fc biffins,  fhewetfa 
that  union  is  a  compliance  with  the  defign  of 
Chrift,  exprefled  by  his  apoftles. 

2.  Such  a  union  in  profeffion,  intereft  and  af¬ 
fection  doth  greatly  excite  Chriftian  endeavors  to 
promote  the  good  of  the  Church. 

The  welfare  of  the  church  is  to  be  promoted, 
efpecially  by  the  regular  preaching  of  the  word, 
which  fuppofeth  the  receiving  of  the  word  preach¬ 
ed — the  adminiftration  and  receiving  of  divine  or¬ 
dinances — the  exercife  of  difeipline  and  fubmiffi 
lion  thereto.  Palters  or  teachers  in  the  church 
fuppofeth  there  are  fome  to  be  taught.  Adminffi 
fixation  of  ordinances  fuppofeth  there  are  fome  to 
whom  the  ordinances  are  to  be  adrniniffiered. 
And  rules  fuppofeth  there  are  fome  to  be  ruled • 
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accordingly,  Chriftians  are  exhorted  to  obey  them 
who  have  the  rule  over  them. 

And  thus  every  member  in  his  proper  place, 
and  according  to  the  meafure  of  the  gifts  he  hath 
received,  is,  with  care  and  attention,  to  feek  the 
good  of  the  whole. 

Agreeably  to  this  dodrine,  Paul  tell  us,  That 

the  eye  can  not  Jay  to  the  hand ',  I  have  no  need  of  thee? 
nor  again ,  the  head  to  the  feet,  I  have  no  need  of  you. 
Nay ,  much  more  thofe  members  of  the  body ,  which  feem 
to  be  more  feeble,  are  necejfary .  And  thofe  members  of 
the  body,  which  we  think  to  be  lefls  honorable ,  uponthefe 
we  be  flow  more  abundant  honor,  and  our  uncomely  parts 
have  more  abundant  comelinefs .  For  our  comely  parts 
have  no  need:  But  God  hath  tempered  the  body  together, 
having  given  more  abundant  honor  to  that  part  which 
lacked;  that  there fhould  be  no  fchifm  in  the  body;  but 
that  the  members  fhould  have  the  flame  care  one  for  an¬ 
other.  And  whether  one  member  f offer,  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  Juff'er  with  it;  or  one  member  be  honored,  all  the 
members  rejoice  with  it. 

3.  Such  an  union  in  profeliion,  intereft  andaf- 
fedion,  which  will  powerfully  difpole  every  mem¬ 
ber  in  his  proper  place,  to  do  his  duty,  and  fub- 
mit  to  Chriftian  counfels,  admonitions,  &c.  will 
caufe  the  church  to  be,  indeed,  like  a  city  fet  upon 
an  hill  that  cannot  be  hid ;  and  thus  beholders  will 
be  led  to  a  convidion  of  their  fin,  and  an  acknow¬ 
ledgement  of  the  truth. 

o 
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4.  Such  an  union  among  individuals,  and  parti¬ 

cular  branches  of  the  general  church,  is  moft  like¬ 
ly  to  guard  againd  error;  and  we  are  to  contend 
earnedly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints. 
It  alfo  provides  mod  effectually  for  the  reproof  and 
admonition  of  all  the  members  and  officers  of  the 
church.  l 

Thofe  who  fin  are  to  be  rebuked  before  all;  of¬ 
ficers  as  well  as  members. 

Paul  directs  Timothy  that  he  (hould  not  recei  ve 
an  accufation  againd  an  elder,  but  before  two 
or  three  witneffes. 

5.  The  church  being  provided  with  proper  of¬ 
ficers,  fuch  union  in  profefiion,  intered  and  affec¬ 
tion,  provides  for  the  indrudion  of  the  ignorant, 
the  fupport  and  comfort  of  the  weak,  the  reclaim¬ 
ing  of  offenders  of  every  character,  the  rejection  of 
the  obdmate,  the  redraining  of  the  corruptions  of 
many,  who  will  never  be  eternally  faved,  the  form¬ 
ing  of  the  eleCt  for  eternal  life,  and  promoting 
God’s  glory. 

A  few  inferences,  among  the  many  that  might 
be  drawn  together  with  a  word  of  exhortation, 
fhall  conclude  the  difcourfe. 

1.  If  the  church  of  Chrid,  in  a  large  view,  con- 
fideth  of  all  the  fpirits  of  jud  men  made  perfect  in 
heaven,  and  all  profedors  and  their  children  on 
earth ;  then  in  our  addredes  to  the  throne  of  grace, 
for  our  fellow-chridians,  we  ought  to  extend  our 
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ideas;  and  we  ought  alfo  particularly  to  remem¬ 
ber,  chat  one  great  end  to  be  fought  after,  while 
enjoying  memberfhip  here,  is  preparation  for  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  church  above. 

2.  Ifthofc  parts  of  the  church  are  united  by  a 
common  confeffion  to  Chrift  the  head,  fo  that  by 
profeffion  before  men  they  are  entitled  to  mem- 
bertliip;  then  much  care  is  neceffary  in  giving  in- 
ftrubtions  to  the  ignorant,  that  they  may  make 
an  underhanding  profeffion;  and  if  the  holy  fpi- 
rit  be  neceftary  to  form  the  members  of  the  church 
to  holinefs,  in  order  to  conftitute  an  indiiTolvible 
union  to  Chrift  the  head ;  then  all  church  members 
may  fee  the  propriety  of  examining  themfelves, 
whether  they  have  obtained  the  fpirit  of  Chrift.,  as 
that  they  are  one  with  him . 

3.  If  thofe  who  have  agreed  to  make  the  fame 
confeffion  of  the  effential  dodtrines  of  religion,  and 
have  received  of  the  fame  fpirit  to  form  their 
hearts  after  the  divine  image,  are  the  one  body  of 
Jefns  Chrift ,  as  Paul  faith,  there  is  one  body ,  and 
one  fpirit ,  even  as  ye  are  called  in  one  hope  of  your 
calling;  one  Lordy  one  faith ,  one  baptifm ;  and  if  the 
valuable  ends,  that  I  have  mentioned,  ar emoft  like¬ 
ly  to  be  anfvvered  by  union,  then  we  may  inter  the 
ftrong  obligations  that  all  are  under  to  endeavor 
the  edification  of  the  church,  and  to  preferve  the 
unity  of  in 

4.  We  may,  from  the  whole,  infer,  that  thoie 
Who  break  Chriftian  and  minifterial  communion 
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with  thofe  who,  they  acknowledge,  hold  the  elfen- 
tials  of  religion,  and  whom  they  believe  to  be  real 
Chriftians,  are  guilty  of  fchifm  in  Chrift’s  church. 

To  conclude.  Study  the  things  that  make 

for  peace;  endeavor  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  fpirit 
tn  the  bond  of  peace. 

Do  all  in  your  power  to  promote  the  bell  inter- 
eft  of  Chrift’s  church. 

Remember  theie  is  no  member  fo  weak  or  in— 
eonfidcrable,  but  that  it  is  neceffary  to  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  body. 


And  O,  my  hearers !  reft  not  fatisfied  with  that 
union  to  Chrift  which  is  dilTblvible ;  the  Jews  of 
old  prided  themfelves  in  their  external  privi¬ 
leges,  and  covenant  relation  to  God,  but  were 
broken  oft  the  good  olive  by  unbelief:  Thou 
fiandeji  by  faith;  be  not  high-minded  but  fear. 


O !  be  not  fatisfied  until  you  have  good  evidence 
your  hearts  are  renewed  by  the  fpirit  of  Chrift, 
and  you  become  one  with  him,  never  to  be  fepa- 
rated;  and  he,  as  your  glorioufty  afcended  head^ 
grants  you  the  effectual  operations  of  his  holy  fpi- 
nt  working  in  you,  and  caufing  you  to  make  in- 
creafe  in  knowledge,  love,  repentance,  faith,  and 
holy  obedience,  to  your  own  fpiritual  edification  5 
and  by  the  effedual  workings  of  his  fpirit,  caufeth 
you  to  be  really  ferviceable  to  the  edifying  <?f  the 
body  of  Chrift  in  love. 
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As  you  expe<5t  on  the  Lord’s-day  approaching* 
to  commune  together  at  the  Lord's  table,  remem¬ 
ber  part  of  the  church  is  in  heaven ;  Chrift  the 
head  is  there,  and  a  blefted  company  of  thofe  who 
have  been  cleanfed  by  his  blood  and  fpirit ;  part 
of  the  church  is  on  earth,  with  Chrift  and  the 
members  of  his  body:  On  earth  you  are  now  to 
hold  communion ;  as  one  great  end  of  this  com¬ 
munion  is,  to  prepare  you  to  enter  among  the 
blefted,  the  general  affembly  in  heaven.* — Be  deli- 
gent  in  feeking  communion  with  Chrift,  that  fo 
from  him  as  your  living  head,  you  may  derive 
thofe  communications  which  are  neceflary  to  form 
you  more  and  more  after  the  divine  image,  and  to 
render  you  ufefui  in  the  fpiritual  edification  of  his 
body. 
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The  EVIDENCES  of  a  GENERAL  JUDG¬ 
MENT  from  SCRIPTURE  AND  REASON. 

B  Y 

MATTHIAS  BURNET ,  A.  M. 

Paflor  of  the  Firffc  Church  in  Norwalk,  Conne&ieuL 

r™— ■  -  ■  ■■■  . . . . 

Acts  xvii.  31. 

Becaufe  he  hath  appointed  a  day>  in  the  which  he  will 
judge  the  world  in  right  eoufnefs. 

THOUGH  the  do&rines  of  a  divine  ProvI- 
dence,  and  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  pu- 
nifhments  have  been  generally  believed  in  all  ages, 
and  among  all  nations  of  the  world;  yet  in  every 
age  there  have  been  fome  who  have  denied  them* 
Such  there  were  in  the  days  of  the  apoftle  Paul ; 
for  while  he  waited  for  Silas  and  Timotheus,  at 
Athens,  w7e  are  told  he  was  encountered  by  the 
Stoick  and  Epicurean  Philofophers,  the  former  of 
whom  acknowledged  a  Providence  indeed,  but  re_ 
folved  it  into  fate,  a  blind  neceffity,  which  deftroy- 
ed  all  the  freedom  of  the  will,  and  made  their  wife 
men  little,  if  any  thing,  inferior  to  the  Gods ;  the 
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latter  denied  that  the  world  was  made  by  God,  or 
governed  by  his  Providence.  They  reprefented 
the  Almighty  as  too  exalted,  too  much  taken  up 
witn  his  own  fuperlative  happineis  to  take  any 
cognizance  of  the  conduit  or  affairs  of  men,  and 
placed  the  higheft  happinefs  in  fenfual  gratifica¬ 
tions.  I  hefe  two  learned  and  contrary  fcits  en¬ 
countered  Paul,  and  hearing  him  fay  much  about 
Jefus,  and  the  refurreciion  from  the  dead,  they 
imagined  he^was  a  fetter  forth  of  ftrange  Gods;  and 
as  oy  the  laws  of  Athens,  no  perfon  was  allowed 
to  preach  or  bring  in  a  new  God  to  be  worfhip- 
ped,  without  public  authority,  they  took  him  and 
brought  him  before  the  Areopagus,  the  higheft 
court  oi  judicature  in  Athens,  to  whom  it  belong¬ 
ed  to  determine  in  religious  matters,  that  he  might 
give  account  of  the  ftrange  doitrine  he  had  preach¬ 
ed.  St.  Paul,  therefore,  ftanding  up  in  this  au- 
guft  affembly,  and  being  commanded  to  fpeak, 
took  occafion  from  an  altar  which  he  oblerved 
they  had  ereefted  with  this  infeription,  to  the 
unknown  God — with  great  addrefs,  to  expofe 
the  grofs  idolatry  and  fuperftition  of  the  Atheni¬ 
ans;  and  at  the  fame  time,  in  fublime  and  lofty 
language,  to  deferibe  the  character  of  the  true  God, 
and  the  nature  of  the  worfhip  to  be  paid  him; 
declaring  that  the  God  whom  they  ignorantly  wor- 
1  hipped,  was  the  God  whom  he  preached,  who 
made  the  world,  and  all  things  therein,  who  dwel¬ 
led!  not  in  temples  made  with  hands,  nor  any 
ilirine  of  man's  deviling,  but  is  fo  infinitely  fupe- 
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rior,  and  fo  entirely  independent,  that  he  giveth 
life,  and  breath,  and  all  things  to  all  men,  and, 
therefore,  cannot  be  equalled  by  the  wifeft  of  mor¬ 
tals.  But  though  he  is  rhus  exalted,  and  has  borne 
long  with  the  wickednefs  of  men,  as  though  he 
winked  at,  or  took  little  notice  of  their  folly,  yet 
he  was  never  unobfervant  of  their  conduct,  but 
took  particular  cognizance  of  it ;  and  now  when 
fuch  fuperior  advantages  of  light  and  knowledge 
are  granted  by  the  publication  of  the  gofpel;  he 
in  a  more  efpecial  manner  commandeth  all  men 
every  where  to  repent  of,  and  reform  from  all  their 
lins,  as  they  will  anfwer  it  at  that  folemn  and  im¬ 
partial  day,  which,  in  order  to  manifeft  the  equity 
of  his  government,  to  reward  the  good  and  punifh 
the  bad,  he  hath  appointed  to  judge  the  world 
in  righteoufnefs.  At  the  times  of  this  ignorance, 
that  is,  of  thofe  grols  conceptions,  which  a  great 
part  of  mankind,  for  a  long  time,  entertained  of  his 
worlhip  and  government,  God  winked,  faith  the 
apoftle ;  that  is,  abted  as  if  he  overlooked,  and  did 
not  bear  a  general  teflimony  againft  them — but 
now  he  commandeth  all  men  every  where  to  repent , 
lecaufehe  hath  appointed  a  day  in  which  he  will  judge 
the  world  m  righteoufnefs , 

The  dodlrine  plainly  contained  in  the  text  is, 
that  there  is  a  folemn  and  impartial  day  approach¬ 
ing,  when  by  the  appointment  of  God,  all  man¬ 
kind,  convened  in  one  general  alTembly,  fhall  be 
publicly  judged,  acquitted  or  condemned,  and  re- 


warded  or  pimifhed  in  perfect  righteoufnefs.— -r 
This  is  a  dodtrine  confirmed  by  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  fcriptures,  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ment.  The  Old  Teftament,  it  muft  be  confefled, 
is  not  fo  clear  and  exprefs  on  the  head  ;  yet  even 
there  we  find  a  variety  of  paflages,  which  not  on* 
ly  decidedly  fpeak  of  a  future  ftate  of  rewards 
and  punifhments,  but  which  leads  us  to  believe 
there  will  be  a  general  judgment,  or  day  of  pub¬ 
lic  dccifion,  when  the  whole  world  of  mankind, 
ihall  be  aflembled,  and  their  refpeftive  trials  and 
fentences  openly  held  and  declared  in  the  prefence 
of  all  intelligences.  T be  Lord  cometh ,  faith  the 
Pfalmift,  to  judge  the  earth ;  with  righieoufnefs  Jhall 
he  judge  the  world ,  and  the  people  with  equity.  I / aid 
in  my  heart ,  faid  Solomon,  God  jhall  judge  the  righ 
iec-us  and  the  wicked,  for  there  is  a  time  therefor  every 
purpofe ,  and  for  every  work.  For  God  Jhall  bring  eve - 
ry  work  into  judgment,  with  every  fecret  thing,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  good  or  whether  it  be  evil.  Thefe  paflages 
feem  plainly  to  intimate  that  there  is  to  be  a  day 
of  public  decifion  of  the  final  ftate  of  all  men,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  chara&er  and  deeds.  But  the  New 
Teftament  puts  the  matter  out  of  all  doubt.  Not 
only  the  words  of  the  text,  but  a  variety  of  other 
paflages  both  in  the  gofpels  and  epiftles  declare 
this  doftrine  in  the  moft  exprefs  and  decided  terms. 
Our  Lord,  the  judge  himfelf,  hath  defcribed  this 
folemn  day  and  its  tranfacflions  in  all  the  awful 
pomp  and  majefty  which  language  will  admit. 
The  Son  of  Man,  faith  he,  fall  come  in  the  clouds  of 


heaven  in  his  own  glory,  and  in  the  glory  of  his  Father 
and  all  the  holy  angels  with  him  ;  and  he  /hall  ft  upon 
the  throne  of  his  glory  ;  and  before  him  foall  be  gather  id 
all  nations ;  and  he  foall  feparate  them  one  from  another , 
as  a  Jhepherd  divides  his  fheep  fram  the  goats  ;  and  he 
Jhall  fet  the  one  on  his  right  hand  and  the  other  on  his 
left  s  and  the  King  Jhall  fay  to  them  on  his  right  hand, 
come  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father  inherit  the  kingdom  pre¬ 
pared  for  you  before  the  foundation  of  the  world ;  and 
to  them  on  his  left  hand  he  foall  fay,  depart  from  me 
ye  curfed \  into  everlafing  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil 
and  his  angels  !  To  the  fame  purpofe,  and  in  very 
fimilar  language,  the  apoille  Paul  declares,  that 
the  Lord  Jefius  Chrift  Jhall  be  revealed  from  heaven / 
the  Lord  himfelf  Jhall  defcend  with  the  voice  of  the 
Arch -angel,  and  wnhthe  trump  of  God, taking  vengeance 
on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  bis  gofpeh 
Hence,  in  view  of  this  folemn  day,  he  fpeaks  of 
impenitent  finners,  treafuring  up  wrath  againft  the 
day  of  wrath ,  and  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment 
oj  God,  who,  he  faith,  will  render  to  every  man  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  works ,  in  that  day  when,  as  Solomon 
in  a  palfage  above  quoted,  long  before,  declared, 
he  will  judge  the  fecrets  of  men  by  Jefus  Chrift,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  gof pel— when  they  muft  all  ftand  before 
the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift,  and  every  one  give  ac¬ 
count  of  himfelf  to  God,  and  receive  according  to 
the  deeds  done  in  his  body,  whether  good  or  eviL 
St.  Peter  faith,  that  the  heavens  and  the  earth  which 
now  are,  are  kept  in  fore  referved  unto  fire,  againft  the 
day  of  judgment ,  and  perdition  of  ungodly  men — that 
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is,  as  fome  fuppofe  after  the  judgment  has  paft,  and 
their  fentence  is  declared;  this  world  which  has 
been  the  fcene  of  their  wickednefs,  {hall  be  fet  on 
fire,  and  they  confumed  in  the  general  conflagra¬ 
tion,  which  will  be  the  prelude  to  that  external  or 
unquenchable  fire,  into  which,  our  Lord  faith,  the 
wicked  fhail  be  call  at  the  final  judgment 

To  this  awful  and  terrible  day,  St.  Jude  faith, 
the  angels  which  kept  not  their  firft  eft  ate,  hut  left  their 
ozvn  habit  at  ion,  are  referved  in  everlafting  chains  of 
darknefs - — W hen  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thoufand  of 
his  faints  to  execute  judgment  upon  all ,  &c.  And  St. 
John,  who  had  a  revelation  of  what  was  to  be  in 
future,  law  in  his  vifions,  all  this  awfully  grand, 
and  folemn  procefs  reprefented  to  his  view,  Ifazv , 
faid  he,  a  great  white  throne ,  and  him  that  fat  on  it% 
from  whofe  face  the  earth  and  the  heavens  fled  away> 
and  there  was  no  place  found  for  them :  and  I flaw  the 
dead ,  fmall  and  great ,  fland  before  God ,  and  the  books 
were  opened ,  and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  thofe 
things  zvhich  were  written  in  the  book,  according  to 
their  works ,  and  the  fea  gave  up  their  dead  which  were 
in  it,  and  death  and  hell  delivered  up  the  dead  which 
were  in  them ,  and  they  were  judged  every  man  accord¬ 
ing  to  bis  works .  Thus  we  fee  it  is  the  plain  and 
decided  doCtrine  of  revelation,  that  God  hath  ap¬ 
pointed  a  day  of  general  judgment,  when  all  man¬ 
kind  fhail  be  publicly  tried  and  adjudged  to  hap- 
pinefs  or  mifery,  according  to  their  refpeCtive  cha¬ 
racters  and  deeds.  And  this  dodtrine,  which  is  fa 
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clearly  and  exprefsly  declared  by  revelation,  is  alfo 
periedtly  agreeable  to  reafon;  to  which  it  is  ren¬ 
dered  credible,  if  not  abfolutely  certain,  from  the 
three  following  confiderations. 

I.  From  the  very  frame  and  confcitution  of  the 
human  mind,  in  which  there  is  a  divine  fenfe  or 
confidence,  which  affumes  to  itfelf  a  fovereigti 
prerogative  of  judging,  approving  or  condemning 
all  the  various  motives  of  the  foul,  and  the  adlions 
which  proceed  from  thence.  There  is  no  perfon, 
I  believe,  who  is  not  in  forme  degree  confcious  of 
this  principle  in  himfelf,  which  dictates  to  him  a 
great  difference  between  moral  good  and  evil . 
which  directs  and  excites  him  to  pradtife  the  one* 
and  prohibits,  checks,  and  fometimes  reftrains  him 
from  doing  the  other.  Yea,  where  the  heart  is 
not  rendered  ftrangely  callous,  and  rhondroufly 
depraved  by  habitual  vice,  it  never  tails  to  affedt  thd 
foul  with  a  pure  and  welcome  joy  at  the  recollec- 
tionof  any  thing  humane  and  generous?  but  with 
the  lecret  ladies  and  poignant  dings  of  horror  and 
remorfe  for  inhumanity  and  vice.  No  man  ever 
departs  from  that  ftandard  of  moral  redtkude,,- 
which  is  eftablifhed  in  his  own  bread,  but  he  is 
puniflied  with  fome  degree  of  uneafmefs.  The 
man,  who  is  guilty  of  injudice,  cruelty,  falle-* 
hood,  didimulation,  intemperance,  or  uncSeannefs, 
may,  by  various  arts,  fupprefs  the  voice  of  con¬ 
fcience,  and  elude  its  corredtions  for  a  time,  yet 
thei  c  are  .eafons  in  which  this  principle  will  rev- ye 
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within  him,  and  aflert  its  right  of  examining  ftridt* 
ly  his  behavior,  and  challenging  and  condemning 
him  for  it.  It  will  often  fill  him,  not  only  with 
lecret  fhame  and  felt  reproach  for  having  afted 
unworthy  of  himielf,  but  with  diftrefiing  fears  of 
what  may  be  the  confequence  of  his  vices,  from 
the  juftly-roufed  refentment  of  feme  fuperior  be¬ 
ing,  which,  though  it  fall  not  on  him  in  this  life, 
may  in  that  which  is  to  come;  elfe  why  do  crimes 
unknown  to  all  but  God,  and  him  that  commit¬ 
ted!  them,  afflict  with  fuch  fevere  flings  of  con- 
fcience?  Why  do  frightful  fpehlres  haunt  the 
dark  affaffin,  and  every  fhadow  imprint  palenefs 
on  his  cheeks?  Why  are  his  nightly  /lumbers  dis¬ 
turbed  with  dreary  vifions  of  the  rack  and  execu¬ 
tioner?  Why  doth  he  ftart  from  his  couch,  and  in 
fad  difmay,  cry,  “  O  mine  enemy,  haft  thou  found 
me?"  Why  does  horror  and  difquietude  of  mind 
purfue  him  like  an  accurfed  Cain,  wherever  he 
goes,  till  unable  any  longer  to  bear  the  upbraid- 
mgs  of  a  guilty  confcience,  and  the  pangs  of  a 
wounded  fpirit,  he  either  lays  violent  hands  on 
himfelf,  or  turns  evidence  againft  his  own  life? 
Is  it  only  the  fear  of  man  that  thus  tortures  his  ima¬ 
gination?  Surely  no.  It  is  the  indelible  charac¬ 
ter,  written  on  the  heart  by  the  finger  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  pointing  out  a  judgment  to  man.  The 
foul,  fecure  of  her  immortality  and  future  happi- 
nefs,  would  manfully  bear  the  molt  excruciating 
pains  from  an  earthly  judicature,  was  it  not  for 
the  dread  of  that  moxt  awful  tribunal  above,  be- 
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fore  which  foe  muft  be  arraigned.  The  thought 
of  this,  like  the  hand- writing  on  the  wall  to  Bel- 

foazzar,  makes  the  whole  frame  to  tremble — the 
knees  to  fmite  one  againft  another,  and  the  foul, 

O  dreadful  thought!  to  wifo  for  annihilation. — 
This  is  no  fanciful  reprefentation,  drawn  by  the 
pencil  of  an  heated  imagination,  but  what  may  be 
confirmed,  by  a  great  variety  of  examples,  from 
fadt  and  experience.  The  force  of  this  principle 
of  confcience  has  appeared,  in  fome  very  bad  men, 
to  be  full  as  ftrong  as  I  have  reprefented  it;  forc¬ 
ing  them  to  difclofe  and  bring  to  light  fome  of 
their  moft  feeret  atffs  of  wickednefs,  and  throwing 
them,  when  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  any 
power  or  authority  on  earth,  into  the  greateft  ago*, 
nies  and  convuifions,  upon  a  mere  view  of  their 
own  guilt,  and  the  fearful  apprehenfions  of  a  future 
vengeance,  ready  to  fall  upon  them;  which  appre¬ 
henfions  have  been  fometimes  fo  ftrong  in  their 
minds,  that,  by  all  the  efforts  of  their  wit— by  all 
the  pleafures  and  amufements  of  the  world,  and 
by  all  the  methods  they  could  make  ufe  of,  they 
could  not  fo  ftifle  or  bear  them  down,  but  they 
would  give  them  extreme  uneafinefs  and  tormegt* 

This  appears  to  be,  in  fome  degree,  the  law  of 
our  nature,  and  infeparable  from  the  very  confti- 
tution  of  mankind,  however  diverfified  by  place 
or  education,  that  remorfe  and  uneafinefs  foould 
follow  upon  the  commiflion  of  crimes.  How  can 
it  be  fuppofed  that  the  Supreme  Being,  whofe  tern 
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der  mercies  are  over  all  his  works,  fhould  fo  con* 
ftirute  our  frame— fhould  place  this  confidence— 
this  monitor  of  right  and  wrong  in  the  human 
breaft,  merely  to  teafe  and  torment  it- — to  raife  a 
perpetual  war  between  reafon  and  appetite?  If  fo, 
it  is  a  queftion,  as  one  faith,  whether  the  brutes 
have  not  the  better  of  man.  t€  They  are  not  kept 
in  a  confiant  ferment  between  fear  and  paffion— 
they  experienced  not  thofe  difagreeable  qualms  of 
fatiety  and  difguft,  which  attend,  nor  thofe  poig¬ 
nant  ftings  which  follow  the  guilty  pleafures  of 
human  creatures  $  but  man  is  only  happy  while 
the  vehemence  of  his  defire  draws  him  off  from 
himfelf^  and  prevents  his  reflecting  upon  his  guilt 
and  mifery ;  but  the  moment  the  object  is  enjoyed, 
the  fenfe  of  his  wretchednefs  returns,  and  fills  his 

mind  with  remorfe  and  loathing/'  What  gather 
we  from  hence,  but  that  this  invariable  judgment 

of  right  and  wrong,  this  univerfal  approving  or 
condemningof  themfelves,  according  as  men  ad:  a- 
greeably  or  contrary  to  the  law  or  tribunal  of  their 
own  minds,  ftrongly  indicates  a  final  judgment  be¬ 
fore  their  Maker.  The  very  idea  of  fome  things, 
as  fit  to  be  performed,  and  others  not,  argues  fome 
immutable  law  or  flandard,  according  to  which 
adions  are  denominated  virtuous  or  vicious,  good 
or  bad ;  and  a  law  even  fuppofes  fome  perfon, 
who,  with  competent  authority,  hath  ordained  it ; 
and  confequently  that  he  who  hath  made  the  law 
will  be  attentive  to  our  adions.  That  our  doing 
right  will  pleafe  him,  but  our  doing  wrong  will 
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difpleafe  and  offend  him,  is  what  we  cannot  believe 
without  allowing  that  he  will  make  hispleafureand 
difpleafure  fenfible,  in  rewarding  the  good  and 
punifhing  the  bad ;  for  it  is  ablurd  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  Supreme  God,  who  is  altogether  amiable, 
fhouid  make  man  and  not  require  his  love;  that 
he  fiiould  give  him  a  law  as  the  rule  of  his  adtions, 
and  yet  be  regardiefs  whether  he  attended  to,  and 
obferved  it  or  not.  This  would  be  to  deny  him- 
felf — it  would  be  faying,  Though  I  have  framed 
thee,  I  claim  no  prerogative  over  thee— though  I 
am  fupremely  excellent  and  lovely,  I  defire  not 
thy  complacency  and  delight  in  me:  Thy  hatred 
is  no  crime.  But  this  cannot  be.  Infinite  merit 
and  entire  pcrfe&ion  require  perfect  love,  and  the 
want  of  it  is  an  henious  crime,  and  deferves  a  fuit- 
able  punifhment. 

\  1 

This  proves  there  muft  be  a  judgment  6r  fuit~ 
able  retribution  fomewhere,  either  in  this  world 
or  the  next:  But  if  we  confider  the  nature  of  feme 
crimes,  wefhal!  find  them  dyed  withfuch  aggravat¬ 
ed  guilt  as  no  pimiihment,  infiidted  in  this  life,  can 
equal.  Herod,  for  inftance,  who  raifed  himfelf  to 
the  throne  of  Judea  by  fraud — who  main  tained  the 
pofleffion  of  it  by  the  murder  of  the  lawful  heirs, 
his  greatefl  benefadtors — who  blafphemed  his  God 
—profaned  his  temples— deftroying  his priefts, and 
extirpating  his  fervants ;  who,  to  prevent  the  birth 
of  the  Saviour  of  men,  or  deftroy  him,  if  already 
born.  Hew  all  the  infants  in  Bethlehem  and  its  en- 


virons,  from  two  years  old  and  under;  and  on  his 
death-bed  confcious  how  much  like  a  tyrant  he 
had  acted,  and  how  much  joy  his  death  would 
came,  to  force  mourners  at  his  burial,  collected 
large  numbers  of  Jews,  Ihut  them  up  in  prifon, 
and  bound  his  filter  Salome,  by  an  oath,  to  have 
them  beheaded  on  the  day  of  his  death,  that  they, 
wno  would  not  weep  for  him,  fhould  weep  for  their 
fiaughtered  friends.  Herod,  I  fay,  thus  black  with 
guilt,  would  have  fuffered  but  a  very  inconfidera- 
bie  punifhment,  he  would  have  made  but  an  infi¬ 
nitely  fmali  fatisfadion  for  the  murders  he  had  com¬ 
mitted,  and  the  diftrefs  he  had  brought  on  the  in¬ 
nocent,  even  if,  like  Nebuchadnezzar,  he  had  been 
deprived  of  his  reafon,  driven  from  among  men, 
to  eat  grafs  with  the  oxen,  and  afterwards  reftored 
to  his  right  mind,  and  condemned  to  die  by  ten¬ 
fold  more  complicated  wo  than  hiftory  informs  us 
he  actually  did.  Since  then,  there  are  fome  crimes, 
to  which  no  punifhment,  infiided  in  this  life,  can  be 
proportionate;  it  follows,  there  muff  be  fome  more 
fuitable  recompence  in  a  future  ftate.  All  na¬ 
tions,  even  the  moft  rude  and  barbarous,  have, 
and  do  ftiil  look  for  fome  fuch  judgment  to  come. 
The  fabled  Elvfiiirn  of  pleafant  groves,  mirthful 
friends,  elegant  banquets,  and  uninterrupted  plea- 
fu  res,  which  the  ancients  declare  to  be  the  allot¬ 
ment  of  the  virtuous  after  death  ;  and  their  tor¬ 
tures,  the  foul  lake  and  dreary  regions,  fo 
fancifully  deferi bed  by  the  poets,  undeniably  e- 
vioce  their  belief  of  this  truth..  Hence,  when  St. 
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Paul  preached  of  righteoufhefs,  temperance,  and 
judgment  to  come,  before  Felix,  the  Roman  go¬ 
vernor;  though  he  was  a  heathen,  and  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  Chriftian  revelation  on  this  head — Fe¬ 
lix  trembled.  Paul  might  have  preached  till  he 
was  weary  on  the  fubjefls  of  righteoufnefs  and 
temperance,  and  the  governor  would  have  been  un¬ 
moved,  if  he  had  feared  no  after-reckoning;  but 
when  the  apoftle  enforced  his  doctrines  of  righteouf¬ 
nefs  and  intemperance,  (each  of  which  Felix  had  fra¬ 
grantly  violated)  with  the  tremendous  argument  of  a 
judgment  to  come — Felix  trembled.  This  coincid¬ 
ed  with,  and  roufedall  his  fears,  d  he  cries  of  an 
injured  huiband,  Azizas,  the  Emyfenian  king, 
whofe  wife  Drufylla  he  had  feduced  from  his  bed, 
and  with  whom  he  then  lived  in  an  adulterous 
commerce,  rung  in  his  ears,  and  called  for  ven¬ 
geance  againft  him;  nay,  the  cries  of  an  injured 
province,  whofe  coffers  he  had  unjuftly  robbed, 
and  whofe  people  he  had  cruelly  oppreffed,  flung 
him  with  keen  reproach.  The  proud  Givema, 
fenfibie  of  his  crimes,  and  fearing  a  judgment  to 
come,  lhook  with  trembling  on  the  throne  ofjuf- 
tice — he  who  fat  to  judge,  funk  into  the  humble 
fltuation  of  the  prifoner  Paul  at  the  bar.  His 
confcience  cites  him  like  a  condemned  malefadlor 
before  a  more  auguft  tribunal,  where  he  knows 
there  is  no  fhuffiing ;  but  he  himfelf,  even  to  the 
lead  iota  of  his  faults,  obliged  to  give  in  evidence. 
His  tnoughts  troubled  him— he  abruptly  flops  the 
minifter  of  Jefus  in  the  midft  of  his  fermon — his 
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quivering  lips  with  difficulty  uttering,  Go  thy  way, 
Paul,  at  a  more  convenient  feafon  I  will  call  for  thee . 
A  judgment  to  come  was  a  principle  of  his  own — 
a  creed  which  all  men  allow,  for  all  men,  faith  the 
apoftle  Paul,  are  a  lava  unto  themfelves%  having  the 
workofthelaw  written  on  their  hearts,  their  conferences , 
meanwhile y  accufing  or  excujing  one  another ,  until  the 
day  in  which  God  will  judge  the  fecrets  of  men  hy 
Jefus  Gbrijh 

II.  The  prefent  mixt  (late,  or  unequal  diftribu- 
tion  of  happinefs  and  mifery  in  this  world,  ren¬ 
ders  it  exceedingly  probable,  if  not  abfolutely  cer¬ 
tain,  that  there  will  be  a  future  judgment — a  day 
in  winch  a  more  equitable  retribution  of  rewards 
and  puniihments  will  take  place.  To  fee  one  e- 
vent  happen  to  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  or  to 
fee  vice  triumphant,  and  virtue  perfecuted,  with¬ 
out  hopes  of  its  ever  being  otherwife,  not  only 
robs  the  good  man  of  one  of  his  fureft  anchors  in 
time  of  trial  and  tempeft,  but  calls  an  inextricable 
gloom  upon  the  government  of  the  Sovereign 
Ruler  of  the  univerfe ;  and  exhibits  him  in  the  light 
of  an  impotent,  an  unjuft,  or  tyrannical  governor; 
for  we  fometimes  fee  thofc,  who  according  to  all 
the  rules  we  have  of  judging  of  characters,  are  the 
excellent  of  the  earth — men  of  the  greateft  probi¬ 
ty  and  goodnefs— who  yet  pafs  through  this  life 
under  a  variety  of  forrows  and  fufferings,  trom 
which  many  of  the  wicked  are,  in  a  great  meafure, 
free*  We  iomerimes  fee  the  good  man  living  ift 
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extreme  penury  and  want,  diftreffed  even  for  the 
necefiaries  of  life,  while  the  wicked  enjoy  plenty 
and  abundance — their  eyes  fand  out  with  fatnefs,  as 
the  Pfalmift  expreffes  it — Yea,  the  good  man  is 
fometimes  borne  down  and  cruelly  opprelfed  by 
the  wicked — he  facrifices  his  fortune,  his  liberty* 
and  his  life,  for  the  fake  of  a  good  confcience ; 
while  the  wretch,  who  is  the  guilty  caufe  of  all 
his  calamities,  riots  in  the  plunder  as  though  he 
was  rewarded  for  his  iniquity.  To  be  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation,  caff  your  thoughts 
back  to  the  treatment  of  thofe  holy  men,  the  pro¬ 
phets  and  apoftles,  of  whom  the  earth  was  not  wor¬ 
thy;  a  brief  detail  of  whofe  fufferings  we  have 
in  the  nth  chapter  to  the  Hebrews. — -How  were 
they  diftreffed  on  every  fide,  even  for  the  common 
necefiaries  of  life,  and  put  to  the  moft  excruciat¬ 
ing  torture,  for  the  fake  of  their  religion  ? — They 
had  trials  of  cruel  mocking  and  f courging,  moreover  of 
bonds  and  imprifonment — they  were ; floned, fawn  in fun~ 
der,  and  Jiain  with  the  fword — they  were  defiitute,  af~ 
fliSted  and  tormented.  Refled:  a  moment  upon  the 
fad  tragedy— the  cruel  butchery  made  of  the 
Chriftians  in  theten  perfecutions  under  the  Roman 
Emperor,  and  afterwards  of  the  martyrs  under  the 
Papal  Inquifition.  How  has  every  province  been 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  religious  men,  and  every 
foil  fattened  with  flaughtered  thoufands  ! 

“  The  helplefs  innocent  (faith  the  elegant  Miu 
Burgh)  is  brought  faft  bound  to  the  rack,  where  na 
Voc.  III.  ~  M  2  "  ' 


.  *  ■  V  v:  .V  -  •  "5 -v •  >- 


BURNET. 


friendly  eye  glances  companion,  no  voice  of  corn- 
•o/t  is  heard;  he  kneels,  he  weeps,  he  begs  for 
1}s^icy  °)'  the  love  of  God  and  the  bowels  of  com¬ 
panion.  I  he  unfeeling  monfters  talk,  of  herefy, 
and  the  profanation  ol  their  rights.  The  rack  is 
prepared,  the  ropes  are  extended,  the  wheels  are 
dii’-en  round,  tire  bloody  whip  and  hiding  pincers 
tear  the  quivering  flefli  from  off  the  bones;  the 

imews  crack — the  joints  are  torn  in  funder _ the 

pavement  fwims  in  blood.  The  blood-thirfty 
peiiecutors  glut  themfelves  with  cruelty.  No 
launders  roll,  no  lightnings  blaft  their  guilty 
I;cads !”  And  can  we  fuppofe  that  a  righteous  God, 
iu:o  fits  at  the  head  ot  the  univerfe,  and  be- 
al;  thefe  diforders,  will  luffer  fuch  impie¬ 
ties  to  go  unpunifhed,  or  fuch  virtue  unreward¬ 
ed  ?  To  fuppofe  it,  is  to  fuppofe  that  he  cannot, 
01  tnat  he  will  not  rectity  thefe  diforders ;  either 
oi  which  is  impious  and  abfurd — for  the  very 
idea  of  a  God,  fuppofes  him  clothed  with  Itridl 
jufticc,  and  armed  with  almighty  power-hav¬ 
ing  a  dilpofition  to  do  perfectly  right  to  all  in¬ 
telligences,  and  ability  to  execute  all  his  defires  : 
tficrUoie,  a.  cording  to  Ins  nature  and  difoofi— 
tion,  as  he  is  the  righteous  God,  fo  he  will  judge 
and  do  righteoufly — rectify  every  apparent  dif- 
uruiei ,  anu  neat  or  render  to  aid  intelligences 
according  to  their  real  character  and  work.  But 
as  we  do  not  lee  this  done  in  the  prefent  fiate, 
but  one  event  happening  often  to  the  evil  and 
the  good — or  the  good  diftreffed  and  depreffed. 
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while  the  wicked  are  profpered  and  exalted;  we 
reafonably  conclude  there  is  fome  future  time 
or  day  approaching,  when  God  will  affurediy 
judge  the  world  in  right eaufnefs,  and  render  a  fuitable 
retribution  to  all  men,  according  to  their  charac¬ 
ter  and  deeds.  And  that  this  judgment  or  trial 
will  be  held,  and  their  refpcctive  fentences  pro¬ 
claimed,  in  the  mod  public  manner,  as  intimated 
in  a  variety  of  paffages  of  facred  writ,  feems  high-; 
3y  probable,  becaufe. 


III.  It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  how  the  juflice  of 
Got.,  in  the  refpedtive  fentences  of  the  righteous 
and  die  wicked,  can  otherwile  be  fo  fully  dilplay- 
ed— Much  of  the  wickednefs  of Tinners,  lies  hid- 
d^.i  .n  the  heart,  and  many  of  their  crimes  are 
committed  in  lea et — They  iometimes  put  on  the 
form  and  appearance  of  religion,  as  a  mafk  to 
bli.id  the  eyes  or  the  world — to  anfwer  fome  Unif¬ 


ier  ends— and  with  all  their  outward  fhew  and  ap¬ 
pearance  of  faints,  are  the  molt  arrant  hypocrites 
at  heart.  On  the  contrary,  much  of  the  goodnefs 
of  the  righteous  alfo  confifts  in  the  hidden  life  ; 
tnc  inwa?d  exercifes  ol  faith,  love,  purity,  meek- 
nefs,  humility,  holy  mourning  for  fin,  and  refolute 
watchlulnefs  and  ftrivings  againft  the  power  of 
temptation.  Many  of  their  good  deeds  of  piety 
and  chanty  are  alio  done  in  private,  without  any 
other  witnels  than  God  and  themfelves,  or  thofe 
v mo  have  been  partakers  of  their  beneficence.— 
Mucli  of  the  true  character  both  of  the  righteous/ 
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and  the  wicked ;  yea,  of  that  which  is  the  befl 
part  of  the  one,  and  the  worft  of  the  other,  we  fee 
tnen,  is  often  unknown  to  the  world ,  and  how 
Jliall  it  be  made  known,  and  the  juftice  of  their 
refpeftive  fentences  appear  to  all  intelligences  as 
it  ought,  but  by  fome  public  manifeftation?  How, 
according  to  all  human  conception,  can  this  be  fo 
well  done  as  by  a  public  judiciary  procefs  before 
the  affembled  Univerfe  ?  Hereby,  the  virtues  and 
graces  of  the  righteous  on  the  one  hand — the  re¬ 
pentance,  faith  and  love  with  which  they  return¬ 
ed  to  God,  embraced  the  Saviour,  and  fubmitted 
to  his  laws— On  the  other  hand,  the  unbelief,  im¬ 
penitence,  and  incorrigible  wickednefs  of  finners, 
by  which  they  fhut  their  eyes  againft  the  light  of 
the  glorious  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  and  refufed  to 
receive,  or  be  governed  by  him,  will  be  fet  in  fuch 
a  plain  and  ftriking  contraft,  as  will  reveal  and 
make  their  true  characters  moft  extenfively  known 
to  all  intelligences,  who,  with  one  voice,  will  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  juftice  of  the  fen  t  ence,  faying,  Hal¬ 
lelujah,  falvation,  and  glory,  and  honor,  and  power,  he 
to  the  Lord  our  God,  for  true  and  righteous  are  his  judg¬ 
ments.  From  the  whole,  then,  we  conclude,  that 
as  even  the  light  of  natural  reafon  leads  us  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  God  will,  in  fome  future  ftate  judge,  re-^ 
ward  or  punilh,  every  man  in  perfedl  righteouf¬ 
nefs,  fo  it  is  agreeable  to  reafon,  as  well  as  the  ex- 
prefs  declarations  of  feripture,  that  this  judgment 
fhall  be  pafled  in  the  moft  public  manner,  in  the 
words  of  the  apoftle,  that  God  hath  appointed  a  day 
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in  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs -** 
when  we  mujl  all  appear  before  the  judgment -feat  of 
Chrifl — give  account  of  ourfelves  ;  and  every  work, 

with  every  fecret  thing  be  brought  into  judgment. 

,  » 

I  now  proceed  to  make  fome  pradical  infer¬ 
ences  and  obfervations  from  the  fubjed,  which,  by 
the  bleffing  of  God,  may  be  influential  to  deter  us 
from  fin,  and  comfort  our  hearts,  under  all  the 
trials  and  diforders  of  this  changing  fcene. 

1.  This  dodrine  of  a  judgment  to  come,  clears 
up  the  myftery  of  divine  Providence,  and  indicates 
the  ways  of  God  to  man  in  many  of  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  this  life,  which,  without  it,  appear  “puz¬ 
zled  in  mazes,  perplexed  in  errors — clouds  and 
darknefs  reft  upon  them.”  To  fee  the  good  man 
emerging  from  the  clouds  of  fpiritual  ignorance, 
and  the  thraldom  of  fatan’s  power,  rejoicing  in 
the  works  of  his  Maker,  his  heart  and  his  hand 
ftill  moving  the  fame  way,  to  ferve  the  Lord  ;  to 
fee  him  cut  down  in  the  bloom  of  life,  in  the  midft 
of  his  ftrength  and  ufefulnels,  or  fuffered  to  drag 
out  his  life  in  poverty,  pain  and  diftrefs,  while  his 
wicked  neighbor,  who  burfts  the  law’s  inclofure, 
robs  the  hireling  of  his  wages,  and  oppreffes  the 
widow  and  the  orphan,  is  crowned  with  wealth, 
lives  in  eafe  and  luxury,  and  feels  no  pangs  in  his 
death;  tne  fads  alone  confidered,  give  but  a  me¬ 
lancholy  idea  of  the  government  of  the  Sovereign 
Difpofer  of  events.  What  gloomy  thoughts  are 
spt  to  overfpread  the  mind  ?  How  can  it  be  con- 
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Ment  with  the  juftice  and  goodnefs  of  God,  we 
are  ready  to  fay,  thus  to  afflict  his  friends  and  fa¬ 
vorites  ;  and  thus  to  profper  his  open  and  avowed 
enemies  ?  Better  to  our  fhort-fighted  view  it  would 
appear,  if  profperity  and  happinefs  always  imme¬ 
diately  attended  the  righteous,  and  punifhment 
and  mifery  the  wicked.  But  a  general  judgment 
unravels  the  myftery,  clears  up  the  whole  fcene, 
and  makes  it  appear  one  wife  cxtenfive  plan; 
when  all  difficulties  which  may  at  prefent  perplex 
our  minds,  with  refpect  to  the  ways  of  divine  Pro¬ 
vidence  fhall  be  removed,  and  the  wife  defigns 
which  we  cannot  now  fathom  or  fee  through,  fhall 
be  made  known.— As  eruptions,  earthquakes  and 
inundations  denote  the  diflblution  of  the  natural 
fyftem,  and  ficknefs  and  difeafe  of  the  natural  bo¬ 
dy,  fo  do  the  wickednefs  and  impiety  of  man  de¬ 
note  that  the  prefent  Bate  of  imperfection  muft 
ceafe;  a  (late  of  retribution  take  place,  and  every 
prefent  diforder  that  appears  to  impeach  the  wif- 
dom  or  juflice  of  the  divine  government,  be  rec¬ 
tified.  When  iiificad  of  the  reign  of  fin,  it  fhall 
be  tne  reign  of  God  and  perfeCt  righteoufhefs. 
Phe  pious  man  fhall  be  no  longer  undiftinguifhed 
from  nis  impious  neighbor :  It  fhall  be  known  and 
publicly  revealed,  who  ferveth  God  and  who  ferv- 
eth  him  not.  The  impenitent  and  incorrigible 
finner  fhall  receive  the  fruit  of  his  wickednefs,  the 
jult  wages  of  his  evil  deeds,  tribulation,  anguifh, 
and  everlafting  11)  a  me  and  contempt;  and  the 
righteous  an  exceeding  great  and  eternal  reward— 
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glory,  honor  and  immortal  happinefs — infinitely 
out- weighing  all  they  have  done  or  fuffered  for 
God  in  this  life ;  and  thus  fhall  God  and  his  go¬ 
vernment  bejuftified  to  all  intelligences. 

2.  This  doeftine  of  a  future  and  general  judgment 
affords  matter  of  comfort  and  fup port  to  the  righ¬ 
teous,  to  all  who  truly  love  and  ferve  God  in  every 
fituation  of  live.  To  confider  that  the  good  man 
is  the  conffant  objeeft  of  the  divine  care  and  pro¬ 
tection,  that  however  great  his  fufterings  may  be 
in  this  world  of  fin  and  imperfection,  yet  he  is  nev¬ 
er  utterly  forfaken  of  God,  but,  in  his  lowed:  de- 
preffion  and  greateft  fufterings,  he  beholds  him 
with  an  eye  of  approbation  and  tender  regard,  and 
hath  promifed  that  all  things,  however  diftrefiing 
fhall  work  for  his  good;  yea,  that  thofe  prefent 
temporary  evils,  grievous  and  adverfo  as  they  may 
oe,  Ot  appear,  fhall  work  for  him  an  exceedintr, 
even  an  eternal  weight  of  glory.  This  confidera- 
tion,  when  drops  ofjoy  are  few,  and  troubles  many, 
bears  up  the  foul  with  a  divine  fortitude.  When 
loaded  with  unjuft  reproach,  the  good  man’s  name 
is  call  out  and  reviled ;  or  when  proud  and  power¬ 
ful  oppreftors  vent  their  rage  and  crufn  him  under 
their  feet,  then  how  fweet  and  comfortable  is  the 
thought,  that  his  witnefs  and  avenger  is  in  heaven 
Who  will  not  fuffer  his  virtue  always  to  be  under  a’ 
cloud  of  afperfion,  nor  the  wicked  always  to  tri¬ 
umph  over  him,  but  will  bring  forth  his  rightcouf- 
nefo  as  the  morning,  and  his  innocence  as  the 
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noon- day.  This,  like  an  anchor  to  the  foul,  buoys 
him  up  in  every  adverfity  and  trial— makes  him 
exult  in  agony,  and  pronounce  even  the  flames  and 
the  gibbet  a  bed  of  rofes.  In  Ihort,  when  fortune* 
friends,  and  every  earthly  comfort  forfake,  or  are 
torn  from  the  good  man,  then  a  righteous  Go 
his  compaffionate  Father  and  juft  Judge,  is  his  re¬ 
fuge  and  exceeding  great  reward.  That  God  is 
righteous,  and  will  judge  the  world  in  righteouf- 
nefs,  is  his  comfort  and  fupport  in  the  darkeft 
hour  of  affliction  and  diftrefs.  It  was  the  firm  be¬ 
lief  of  thefe  heart- cheering  truths  which  made 
holy  Job,  when  laboring  under  a  weight  of  woes, 
break  out  with  fuch  enraptured  confidence.  / 
know  that  my  Redeemer  live  thy  and  that  he  Jhall  Jland 
at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earthy  and  though  after  my 
jkin  worms  defiroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flefh  Jhall  I fee 
God ;  whom  I  Jhall  fee  for  myfelf  and  mine  eyes  fhall 
leholdy  and  not  another .  But  take  away  this  belief 
and  this  hope  from  the  good  man,  and  his  fun  hath 
fet  in  darknefs,  and  thickeft  gloom  overwhelms  his 
foul. 

3.  This  do&rine  is  matter  of  juft  terror  to  the 
wicked.  It  fnews  that  vain  are  their  hopes,  and 
Ihort  will  be  their  triumph.  However  they  may 
now  be  exempt  from  every  diiafterous  event,  and 
flatter  themfelves  that  to-morrow  fhall  be  as  to¬ 
day,  and  much  more  abundant— That  God  lees 
not  nor  regards  their  impiety,  nor  will  call  them 
to  account  for  their  iniquities;  yet  to  their  forrow 
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fhall  they  find,  that  long-differing  is  not  forgive- 
nefs.  Though  God  acts  for  a  time  as  though  he 
winked  at,  or  took  little  notice  of  their  conduct; 
yet  divine  judgment,  with  no  tardy  fteps,  purfues, 
and  fwift  vengeance  will,  in  the  end,  overtake 
them.  One  day  is  with  the  Lord  as  a  thoufand 
years .  The  Lord  is  not  /lack  concerning  his  pro-* 
mifle  as  Jome  men  count  JlackneJs ,  but  is  lohg-flifi - 
fering  to  us  ward ,  not  willing  that  any  Jhould  per - 
ijh,  but  that  all  Jhould  come  to  repentance „  Bui 
the  day  of  the  Lord  will  come— -that  folemn  and 
impartial  day,  which  he  hath  appointed  to  judge 
the  world  in  righteoufnefs,  will  come — it  will  come 
fpeedily  and  fuddenly,  as  a  thief  and  a  fnare  upon 
the  world.  For,  behold ,  I  come  quickly ,  faith  the 
Judge,  and  my  reward  is  with  me,  io  give  to  every  ma\ 
according  to  his  zvorks.  The  Lord  Jefus  ChrijijhaU 
be  revealed  from  heaven,  zvith  his  mighty  angels ,  in 
flaming  fire,  takingvengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God h 
and  obey  not  his  goflpel.  Then  (hall  they  be  drip¬ 
ped  of  all  they  loved  and  delighted  in,  as  dear  in 
this  world,  and  be  made  as  completely  miferable  as 
they  have  made  thernfelves  (inful.  Their  true  cha¬ 
racter  (hall  be  revealed,  all  their  hidden  wickednefs 
and  fecret  crimes,  yea,  the  very  thoughts  of  their 
hearts  (hall  be  brought  to  light,  publicly  proclaim¬ 
ed  and  expofed  to  the  juft  (corn  and  contempt  of 
all  wife  and  good  beings.  Their  own  conferences 
fhall  upbraid  them  with  the  juftice  of  their  doom 
and  fill  them  with  the  mod  painful  inward  re- 
morfe  and  felf-loathing,  for  having  acted  fo  mean 
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and  fhameful  a  part,  fo  unworthy  of  their  rational 
nature,  fo  ungrateful  to  the  beft  of  benefactors 
and  fo  deftrudive  to  their  own  fouls.  This,  like 
a  never- dying  worm,  will  ever  gnaw  at  their  heart- 
ftrings — like  a  barbed  arrow  pierce  them  to  the 
quick.  Thus  fhall  all  who  die  in  impenitency 
rife  to  everlafting  fhame  and  contempt,  in  the  pain¬ 
ful  fenfe  of  their  own  folly  and  bafenefs,  and  the 
juft  abhorrence  of  all  good  beings.  With  thefe  re- 
fledions  fhall  they  go  away  into  everlafting  punifh- 
ment- — into  the  fire  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  an- 
gels  •  where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not 
quenched !  How  vain  then  are  all  the  attempts  of 
finners  to  conceal  their  crimes  from  the  eyes  of 
men  like  themfelves,  when  the  eye  of  God  is  up¬ 
on  them,  all  things  open  and  naked  to  his  view* 
who  will  one  day  reveal,  not  only  their  fecret  ac¬ 
tions,  but  the  very  thoughts  of  their  hearts  to  the 
aflembled  univeife. 

■i  •  [  '  ■ 

How  foolifh !  yea,  what  madnefs  is  a  life  of  fin, 
however  profperous,  which  muff  fhortly  end  in 
fuch  exquifite,  never-ending  mifery!  -How  much 
wifer  was  the  conduct  of  Mofes  in  choofing  rather 
to  fuffer  even  affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  with  a 
view  to  the  recompence  of  reward,  than  to  enjoy  the 
pleafures  of  fin,  which  are  but  fora  feafon-,  at  longed, 
foon  to  end  and  be  fucceeded  by  pain  and  mifery; 
efteeming  even  the  reproach  of  Chrift,  upon  fuch 
conditions,  and  all  the  indignities  and  bufferings, 
to  which  a  fleady  attachment  to  his  caufe  and  peo- 
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pie  might  expofe  him — a  greater  honor  than  all 
the  glories  of  a  crown,  greater  riches  than  all  the 
treasures  of  Egypt . 

4th.  And  laftly.  If  God  hath  appointed  a  day  in 
which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs, 
when  we  muft  all  appear  and  ftand  before  the  judg¬ 
ment-feat  of  Chrift,  to  give  account  of  ourfelves* 
and  receive  according  to  what  we  have  done,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  good  or  evil — -then  how  juft  is  the  apof- 
tle  Peter’s  inference  on  this  fubjeeft.  What  man¬ 
ner  of  perfons  ought  we  to  be  in  all  holy  converfation 
and godlinefs  ?  Looking  for,  as  we  are  haftening  to 
this  great  and  folemn  day  of  God,  wherein,  or  at 
the  conclufion  of  which,  the  heavens  being  on  fire 
jhall  be  dijfiolvedy  and  the  elements  fall  melt  with  fer¬ 
vent  heat.  Of  what  infinite  importance  is  it  that 
we  give  all  diligence,  that  we  may  be  found  of  our 
judge  in  peace,  without  fpot  and  blamelefs  ?  Sen- 
fible  that  we  are  finners,  fallen  guilty  creatures, 
who  have,  in  a  thoufand  ways,  tranfgreifed  the 
divine  law,  and  thereby  incurred  the  righteous 
difpleafure  of  our  Maker  and  Judge— -How  fhould 
the  thought  of  this  folemn  day  of  reckoning  lead 
us  all  to  fpeedy,  deep  and  fincere  repentance  for 
our  fins.  Convinced  that  rivers  of  tears  can  ne¬ 
ver  wafti  away  the  ftaims  of  guilt,  nor  the  deepeft 
repentance  cancel  paft  obligations  to,  or  atone  for 
the  tranfgreffions  of  a  law,  which  requires  perfect, 
linlefs  obedience,  in  all  refpeefts,  and  at  all  times. 
How  fhould  the  thought  of  this  awful  day  ofrigh- 
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teous  judgment,  engage  us  to  fly  to,  and  by  faith, 
lay  hold  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  we  may,  as 
the  feripture  expreffes  it,  be  wafned  in  his  all- 
cl e anting  blood,  and  be  found  in  him ,  not  having 
cn>  or  depending  upon,  our  own  righteoufnefs ,  which 
is  incomplete  and  imperfed,  but  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift)  who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs 
to  every  foul  that  believeth.— Allured,  that  without 
holinefs,  no  man  fhali  fee  the  Lord,  how  felicitous 
inouid  we  oe  that  our  faith  be  a  lively  operative 
prmciple — -working  by  love,  purifying  the  heart, 
ana  overcoming  the  world.  How  careful  fliould 
we  be-  how  fhould  we  labor  and  ftrive  to  eradi¬ 
cate  from  our  hearts  every  inordinate  appetite  and 
paffion,  to  cleanfe  ourfelves  from  all  filthinefs  of 
flefh  and  fpirit— perfeding  holinefs  in  the  fear  of 
the  Loyd — to  have  our  lamps  trimmed  and  burn¬ 
ing—  all  our  graces  in  lively  exercife,  and  ourfelves 
in  a  condition  of  actual  readinefs,  like  men,  who 


every  moment  expect  the  return  of  their  Lord  to 
judgment!  This  is  the  influence  which  it  might 
reafanably  be  expeded,  the  thoughts  of  this  folemn 
event  would  have  upon  us  all;  and  this  influence 
it  certainly  would  have,  were  the  thoughts  of  it 
properly  realized  and  brought  home  to  the  mind. 
It  is  plainly  owing  to  inconfideration,  the  want  of 
properly  imprefling'  the  mind,  by  frequent  and  fu¬ 
rious  meditation,  upon  the  certainty  and  folemnity 
of  this  interefting  event,  that  men  are  fo  little  in- 
fiuenced  by  it.  Did  men  verily  believe,  and  pro¬ 
perly  realize,  that  the  eye  of  God  was  conflantly 
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Vpon  them,  and  a  folemn  day  faft  haftening,  when 
they  mu  ft  give  account  of  all  their  thoughts,  words 
and  actions,  it  would  certainly  have  a  mighty  in¬ 
fluence  to  reftrain  them  from  every  fin,  and  incite 
them  to  every  virtue. 


As  the  beft  improvement,  then,  of  this  difeourfe, 
let  me  exhortyou  to  give  thefe  reflections  due  fcope 
— ferioufly  meditate  upon  the  folemn  feene  of  the 
general  judgment,  and  its  awful  trarffaCiions!— 
Anticipate  the  day  in  your  thoughts,  and  imprefs 
the  folemn  reprefentation,  made  of  it  in  feripture, 
deeply  upon  your  minds,  as  though  it  were  now 
aCtually  taking  place.  Think  you  faw  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  appointed  judge,  in  his  own  glo¬ 
ry,  and  the  glory  of  his  Father,  and  all  his  holy 
angels  with  him,  defeending  in  the  clouds  of  heav¬ 
en,  with  a  fhout  of  triumph,  raifed  by  millions  of 
happy  attendant  fpirits,  with  the  voice  of  the  Arch¬ 
angel,  and  the  trump  of  God,  piercing  heaven  and 
earth  with  this  awful  and  awakening  call  - — Arife> 
ye  dead ,  and  come  to  judgment!  At  the  word,  in  a 
moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  fee  countlefs 
myriads  ftart  from  their  grave-earth  and  fea, 
death  and  hell  give  up  their  dead— men  of  all  na¬ 
tions,  kindred  and  tongues — of  all  conditions  and 
characters — the  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  bond 
and  free — the  juft  and  unjuft — all  ftand  before  the 
bar  of  their  judge,  fitting  on  the  throne  of  his  glo¬ 
ry,  with  anxious  folicitude  waiting  their  different 
fentences,  already  impreffed  on  their  countenances 
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by  the  fentences  of  their  own  hearts !  Behold  the 
books  opened,  and  the  dead  judged  out  of  the 
things  written  therein — the  fecrets  of  all  hearts 
made  known,  and  crimes  long  covered,  as  in  thick 
darknefs,  now  revealed  as  in  open  day !  Imagine, 
O  ye  accountable  creatures,  ye  faw  all  this,  and 
fay,  howr  will  ye  (land  the  ftridt  and  folemn  fcru- 
tiny !  Impreffed  with  thefe  thoughts,  take  heed  to 
yourfelves,  left  at  any  t your  hearts  be  overcharg¬ 
ed  with  furfeitingy  and  drunkennefsy  and  cares  of  this 
lifey  and  Jo  that  day  come  upon  you  unawares ;  for  as  a 
fnare  fhall  it  come  on  all  them  that  dwell  on 
the  face  of  the  whole  earth.  Watch  ye ,  therefore s 
and  pray  always ,  that  ye  may  be  accounted  worthy 
to  efcape  all  thefe  things  that  come  to  pafs,  and  to 
ftand  before  the  Son  of  Man.  Amen, 
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SERMON  LVI. 

The  DESIGN  of  CHRIST’S  COMING 

into  the  WORLD. 

B  Y 

JOHN  EWING,  D.  D. 

And  Provolt  of  the  Univerfity  of  Pennfylvania. 

'*»■  1  . — <i  - — — — — 

John  viii.  56. 

Your father  Abraham  rejoiced  to  fee  my  day,  and  he  Jaw 

it,  and  was  glad. 

TO  a  race  of  finful  and  wretched  creatures,  who 
exped  deliverance  from  the  ruins  of  their 
fall,  and  a  reftoration  to  the  favor  of  God,  through 
the  interpofition  of  the  great  Redeemer  of  man¬ 
kind,  nothing  (liould  appear  a  more  proper  fub- 
jedof  meditation,  than  the  glorious  fcheme,  where¬ 
by  the  benevolent  Father  of  our  Spirits  has  accom- 
plifhed  this  important  defign.  It  is  the  only  fup- 
port,  which  a  guilty  creature  can  have,  who  is  in 
any  degree  fenlible  of  his  perifhing  condition,  and 
has  any  juft  apprehenfions  of  the  favor  or  difplea- 
fure  of  God.  We  find,  that  the  faints  of  God,  in 
all  ages  of  the  world,  have  fupported  themfelves 
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with  the  notices  which  God  has  been  pleafed  to 
give  of  his  pardoning  mercy,  and  of  his  gracious 
defign  to  deliver  mankind  from  their  wretched 
condition.  The  falvation  of  man,  by  a  Redeem¬ 
er,  was  the  mercy  which  God  promifed  to  the  fa¬ 
thers;  and  although  many  ages  palled,  after  the 
introduction  of  fin  into  the  world,  before  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  promifed  Mefiiah,  during  which 
time  the  bleffings  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  method 
of  difpenfing  them,  were  gradually  fetin  a  clearer 
light,  as  the  fulnefs  of  time  drew  near,  in  which 
the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  was  to  arife;  yet  fiill 
they  trufted  in  the  pro  mile  of  a  faithful  and  cove¬ 
nant-keeping  God,  that  he  would,  in  due  time,raife 
up  the  great  deliverer  for  them.  Adam  and 
Abel,  and  Enoch  and  Noah  became  heirs  of  the 
righteoufnefs,  which  is  by  faith,  having  firmly  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  promifed  feed  ot  the  woman  would, 
in  due  time,  bruife  the  ferpent's  heady  and  deftroy 
his  ufurped  dominion  among  the  children  of  men. 

And  Abraham  too,  the  father  of  the  faithful,  was 
tranf ported  with  an  earnefi  defire  (as  the  original 
fhould  be  tranflated)  to  fee  the  glorious  time  of 
his  appearance,  and  he  faw  it  by  an  eye  of  faith, 
and  was  glad.  He  wras  comforted  under  the  views 
of  his  guilt,  and  amidft  the  labors  ol  his  pilgrim¬ 
age,  by  the  profpeCt  he  had  of  this  interefting  e- 
vent;  while  he  firmly  believed  the  gracious  pro- 
mife  of  God,  that  in  his  feed  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  fhould  be  blefifed* 
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As  the  fecret  of  the  Lord  might  be  with  them 
that  feared  him,  in  a  more  peculiar  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  manner,  under  that  darker  difpenfation  in 
which  he  lived,  it  is  probable,  that  he  had  fome 
particular  difcoveries  of  this  interefting  event  for 
his  own  private  confolation;  efpecially  in  that  lin¬ 
gular  trial  of  his  faith,  when  he  received  the  ex¬ 
cruciating  command  from  Godj  Take  now  thy fin, 
thine  only  fin  IJaac,  whom  thou  Icroeft ,  and  get  thee  into 
the  land  of  Moriah ;  and  offer  him  there  for  a  burnt - 
offering,  upon  one  of  the  mountains ,  which  I  will  tell 
thee  of.  It  is  probable,  that  his  ready  obedience  to 
this  unufual  command  was  facilitated  by  fome  pri¬ 
vate  information,  which  he  received  at  that  trying 
conjuncture,  that  the  facrifice  then  enjoined  was  a 
fymbolical  reprelentation  of  the  method  which 
God  had  determined  to  take  for  the  redemption 
of  mankind,  by  the  facrifice,  death,  and  refurrec- 
tionofhis  own  Son.  An  infpired  interpreter  af- 
fures  us,  that  he  accounted  that  God  zvas  able  to 
raife  him  up,  even  from  the  dead,  from  whence  afo  he 
received  him  in  a  figure,  or  fymbolical  reprefenta- 
tion. 

And  if  Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful,  was 
tranfported  with  the  diftant  profpeCt  of  that  glo¬ 
rious  day,  when  the  Lord  of  Life  fhould  be  made 
flefh,  and  take  upon  himfelf,  not  the  nature  of  an¬ 
gels,  but  the  feed  of  Abraham;  how  much  more 
reafon  have  we  to  rejoice  in  the  goodnefs  of  a  gra¬ 
cious  Providence,  which  has  determined  our  ex- 
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iftence  in  that  glorious  day  of  gofpel-light,  which 
the  patriarchs  and  prophets  delired  to  fee  ? — When 
the  angel  announced  the  birth  of  our  Saviour  to 
the  humble  fhepherds  in  the  fields,  he  allured 
them,  that  he  brought  them  good  tidings  of  great  joy , 
which  Jbould  be  fuch  to  all  people.  It  is,  indeed,  the 
beft  news  that  ever  came  from  heaven,  and  lays 
the  molt  folid  foundation  for  the  joy  and  gladnefs 
of  our  degenerate  world. 

The  more  we  conlider  the  benevolent  errand,  on 
which  the  Redeemer  came,  and  the  glorious  effedts 
of  his  interpofifion  in  our  behalf,  the  more  fhould 
our  hearts  overflow  with  undiflembled  love  and 
gratitude  to  our  merciful  Deliverer. 

The  whole  human  race  was  involved  in  the 
mournful  confequences  of  our  original  apoftacy 
from  God:  Every  mouth  was  flopped,  and  all  the 
world  w;as  guilty  before  God.  We  all,  like  loft 
fheep,  had  gone  affray,  and  were  funk  into  the 
mod  melancholy  ftate  of  ignorance  and  folly,  guilt 
and  bondage.  We  had  blinded  our  minds  and 
darkened  our  underftandings  by  unruly  appetites 
and  paflions;  effaced  the  original  law  ofrighteoufi. 
nefs,  that  had  been  written  upon  our  hearts,  and 
corrupted  all  our  principles  of  adlion.  Hereby 
we  had  degraded  our  natures,  and  fpoiled  the  beau¬ 
ty  and  harmony  of  our  moral  conffitution.  This 
disjointed  and  polluted  fiate  of  the  mind  muff  be 
neceffarily  attended  with  a  fatal  alienation  of  heart 
from  God,  the  fource  of  life  and  happinefs— from 


his  laws  and  government,  and  with  a  confequent 
inclination  to  fubmit  to  the  ignominious  flavery 
of  fin  and  fatan.  Hereby  we  became  guilty  before 
God,  fubjedted  to  condemnation,  and  delivered  o- 
ver  to  fatan,  the  mercilefs  executioner  of  the  di¬ 
vine  vengeance,  to  receive  from  him  thejufi  wa¬ 
ges  of  fin,  even  death  in  all  its  formidable  extent. 
In  this  miferable  condition,  we  had  no  created  eye 
to  pity  us — no  created  arm  to  bring  us  falvation, 
and  muff  have  funk  for  ever  under  the  infufferable 
weight  of  the  divine  difpleafure,  had  not  his  bowels 
yearned  over  the  ruined  workmanfhip  of  his  hands 
— had  he  not  fent  his  Son  to  make  an  atonement 
for  our  fins,  to  refcue  us  from  the  bondage  of  fin 
and  fatan,  and  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives ,  that 
the  ranfomedof  the  Lord  might  return  with  joy  upon 
their  heads .  Accordingly,  he  difpatched  the  Son 
ofhisbofom  into  our  ruined  world,  with  a  com- 
million  from  heaven  to  put  away  fin,  by  the  facri- 
fice  of  himfelf,  and  thereby  to  feal  and  publifh  a 
pardoning  and  juftifying  covenant  by  his  blood. 

With  divine  philanthropy  he  undertook  the  ar¬ 
duous  million.  He  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  the 
law  of  God,  and  paid  an  unfmning  obedience  to 
it,  in  its  moll  extenfive  requifitions,  and  thereby 
fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs  tor  us.  He  is  every 
where  reprefented,  by  the  facred  writers,  as  per¬ 
fectly  innocent,  and  free  from  every  inftance  of 
moral  guilt;  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  fepa- 
rate  from  finners.  Nay,  farther,  he  not  only  obey- 
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cd  the  law  of  God  in  all  its  latitude,  but  he  alfo 
fubmittcd  to  its  penalty,  which  we  had  incurred 
by  our  fins,  and  paid  down  his  facred  life  as  a  ran- 
fom  for  us.  Hence  he  is  faid,  by  the  evangelical 
prophet  Ifaiah,  to  be  wounded  for  our  tranfgrefftonsy 
bruifed for  our  iniquities;  to  have  the  chaftifement  of 
our  peace  laid  upon  him ,  that  by  his  ftripes  we  might  be 
heated.  He  is  faid  to  be  delivered  up  for  our  offences 
— to  bear  our  fins >  or  the  punifhment  of  them  in  his 
own  body  upon  the  tree — to  make  his  life  an  offering  for 
fn — to  die,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft— to  be  made  a  curfe 
for  usi  when  he  knew  no  ftn>  that  we  might  be  made  the 
right eoufnefs  of  God  in  him;  and  to  have  the  ini¬ 
quity  of  us  all  laid  upon  him ,  that  by  his  death  he 
might  deftroy  death  %and  him  that  had  the  power  of  deaths 
that  is  the  devil ,  and  bring  us  to  God • 

Nov/  the  mod  plain  and  obvious  meaning  of  all 
thefe  and  fimilar  expreffions,  that  are  every  where 
to  be  found  in  the  facred  writings,  is,  that  Jefus 
Chrift  fuffered  the  penalty  that  was  due  for  our 
offences,  and  that  he  died  in  our  ftcad  a  fubftitut- 
ed  facrifice  for  the  fins  of  the  world,  that  we  might 
be  delivered  from  the  penalty  of  the  broken  law, 
and  obtain  the  jollification  of  life,  through  the  re¬ 
demption  that  is  in  him.  And  this  do&rine  of 
the  vicarious  fatisfaciion  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  fuffi- 
ciently  confirmed  by  all  thofe  paffages  of  feripture, 
in  which  he  is  called  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  tak- 
eth  away  the  fins  of  the  world,  and  is  faid  to  be  a 
facrifice  for  fin,  as  the  great  antitype  of  the  propi- 
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tiatory  facrifices  under  the  law,  which  had  their  ac* 
complifhment  only  in  him.  As  it  was  impoffible 
for  them  to  purge  the  confcience,  or  expiate  the 
guilt  of  fin;  and  as  they  were  only  intended  to 
prefigure  the  great  atoning  facrifice  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
we  mull  conclude,  from  their  being  offered  by  fin- 
ners,  and  their  dying  in  their  ftead,  that  the  death 
of  Chrift,  which  is  fo  often,  and  fo  exprefsly  com^ 
pared  to  them  by  the  facred  writers,  was  defigned 
to  be  confidered  by  us  as  a  proper  atonement  made 
by  him  for  the  fins  of  the  world.  The  writers  of 
the  New  Teftament  have  fcarcely  left  a  Angle 
phrafe  appropriated  to  the  propitiatory  facrifices 
under  the  law,  which  they  have  not  exprefsly  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  death  of  Chrift.  Now  the  proper  no¬ 
tion  of  a  fin-offering  under  the  law  was  this — the 
guilty  perfon  laid  his  hand  on  the  head  of  the  vic¬ 
tim  which  he  offered,  confeffed  his  fins,  and  play¬ 
ed,  that  the  life  of  that  innocent  creature  might  be 
accepted  inftead  of  his  own;  hereby  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  juftice  of  God,  in  punifhing  his  fin  by  his 
death,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  expreffed  his  hopes 
in  the  divine  mercy,  through  an  atonement  yet  to 
be  made.  Now  as  it  was  impoffible  for  the  blood 
of  bulls  and  of  goats  to  take  away  fin,  or  expiate 
its  guilt,  and  it  was,  neverthelefs,  conftantly  ufed, 
by  divine  appointment,  under  the  Mofaic  difpen- 
fation,  what  can  we  rationally  conclude,  but  that 
they  were  inftituted  as  types  and  figures  of  the  a- 
toning  facrifice  of  Jefus  Chrift,  whofe  blood  cleanf- 
Cth  from  all  fin.  If  then,  the  facrifices  under  the 
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law  were  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  the  guilty 
perfon,  by  whom  they  were  offered,  and  yet  could 
not  expiate  his  guilt,  or  purge  his  confcience,  but 
only  prefigured  or  pointed  out  the  atoning  facri- 
fice  of  Jefus  Chrift,  whofe  blood  cleanfeth  from 
all  fin,  we  may  reft  aftured,  that  he  died  in  our 
Head,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  and  bore  the  punifh- 
ment  of  our  fins,  in  his  own  body,  on  the  tree,  that 
we  might  be  delivered  from  our  obligations  to 
punifhment,  and  be  entitled  to  eternal  life,  through 
the  merits  of  his  death. 

Thus  has  he  fealed  a  juftifying  covenant  by  his 
blood,  by  which  we  are  delivered  from  condemna¬ 
tion,  and  are  treated  as  if  we  never  had  finned;  be- 
ingjuftified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  re¬ 
demption  that  is  in  Chrift,  whom  God  hath  fet 
forth  as  a  propitiation  for  our  fins,  through  faith 
in  his  blood.  For  when  God  juftifies  a  finner,  on 
the  terms  of  the  gofpel,  through  the  atonement  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  he  is  in  the  eye  of  God,  and  of  the 
law,  confidered  as  a  righteous  perfon,  and  is  treat¬ 
ed  as  a  righteous  perfon,  being  freed  from  con¬ 
demnation,  and  having  obtained  a  legal  right  to 
the  juftification  of  life. 

Hence  he  is  invefted  with  the  glorious  preroga^ 
tive  of  forgiving  the  fins  of  thofe  whom  he  has  re¬ 
deemed  by  his  blood.  In  confequence  of  his  hav¬ 
ing  undertaken  and  accomplifhed  the  arduous 
work  of  our  redemption,  God  has  exalted  him  to 
be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour*  to  give  repentance  and 
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remiffion  of  fins.  The  power  of  Chrift  toTorgive 
fins  is  a  plain  and  intelligible  docftrine,  as  every 
prince*  from  the  nature  of  his  office,  muft  have  the 
prerogative  of  forgiving  offences  againft  his  go¬ 
vernment.  Remiffion  of  fins  is  afcribed  in  fcrip- 
ture  to  the  blood  of  Chrift,  as,  by  its  being  filed, 
that  covenant  was  ratified  and  fealed,  which  en- 

fures  pardon  and  falvation  to  all  that  believe  on  his 

< 

name.  So  that  when  they  are  pardoned,  on  their 
repentance  and  convertion  to  God,  they  are  faid 
to  be  waftied  and  made  clean  in  the  blood  of  Chrift ; 
becaufe  they  are  pardoned  and  juftified,  in  virtue 
of  that  covenant,  which  was  fealed  and  ratified  by 
his  blood. 

But,  that  we  may  have  a  ftill  clearer  notion  of 
the  way,  by  which  we  become  entitled  to  the  be¬ 
nefits  of  the  Redeemer's  purchafe,  let  us  attend  a 
little  to  the  precife  meaning  of  our  juftification  be¬ 
fore  God,  through  the  merits  of  his  Son. 

The  juftification  of  a  perfon  fuppofes,  that  a 
charge  is  brought  againft  him  in  open  court,  and 
that  a  plea  is  entered  for  him,  either  by  himfelf or 
his  advocate.  If  he  is  found  innocent  and  not 
guilty  of  the  charge,  he  is  juftified,  and  cannot  be 
properly  faid  to  be  pardoned;  but  if  his  plea  is  fet 
afide,  as  unavailable,  and  he  is  found  guilty,  he 
may  be  pardoned,  but  cannot  be  properly  faid  to 
be  juftified.  Now  this  is  eafily  applied  in  the  af¬ 
fair  of  our  juftification  before  God.  When  we 
are  charged  with  the  violation  of  the  divine  laws. 
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we  cannot  deny  the  charge,  and  plead,  not  guilty- 
but  muff  depend  on  the  mercy  of  the  judge  for 
pardon  and  deliverance  from  condemnation.  But 
although  we  fly  to  mercy  for  protection  from  the 
lenience  of  the  law,  yet  this  is  not  the  whole  of  our 
plea.  We  plead  an  atonement  made— a  facrifice 
appointed,  offered  and  accepted,  and  a  covenant 
made  by  God  himfeif,  and  ratified  by  the  blood  of 
his  own  Son.  Upon  this  plea,  pardon  is  difpenf- 
ed  through  a  Mediator,  who  died  for  our  fns>  and 
rofe  again  for  our  juft  ific  at  ion.  So  that  gofpcl- par¬ 
don  is  forgivenefs  upon  a  plea,  upon  a  covenant, 
and  in  a  way  that  is  confiftent  with  the  juftice,  as 
well  as  with  the  mercy  of  God;  and,  therefore,  is 
juftification  as  well  as  pardon.  In  a  word,  the  Son 
of  God  has  fo  pleafed  his  Father,  by  his  a&ive  and 
paffive  obedience,  that  he  has  exalted  him  to  be  a 
Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  re¬ 
in  iffion  of  fins,  and  has  given  him  authority  to  par¬ 
don  penitent  believers,  and  to  juftify  the  ungodly 
upon  their  converfion  to  God,  and  to  bellow  upon 
them  eternal  life,  as  the  gracious  reward  of  their 
obedience  and  fidelity  in  his  fervice*. 

Yet  II ill  we  are  not  to  confider  the  propitiatory 
facrifice  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  an  incitement  to  the 
Father  to  forgive  our  fins,  and  to  receive  us  into 
his  favor,  as  though  he  had  no  companion  for  us, 
until  he  was  appcafed  by  blood,  and  fattened  by 
facrifice.  No;  he  firft  loved  us,  when  we  loved 
not  him,  but  were  enemies  to  him  by  wicked 
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works.  It  was  the  effential  compaffion  cf  his  na¬ 
ture,  and  his  unmerited  love  to  the  human  race^ 
that  engaged  him  to  find  the  Ranfomer  for  us,  and 
to  lay  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.  For  Godfo 
loved  the  world ,  that  he  gave  his  only,  begotten  Son-, 
that  whofoever  believes  on  him  Jhould  not  perijh ,  but 
have  everlaJUng  life ;  Nothing  but  the  eternal  com¬ 
placency  of  the  divine  mind  in  his  own  adorable 
fcheme,  which  he  has  concerted  for  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  mankind,  could  have  induced  him  to  ac¬ 
cept  cf  the  atonement  of  his  Son  for  us,  when  he 
might  have  infifted  upon  our  fuffering,  in  our  own 
perfons,  the  penalty  of  his  violateddaw^.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  our  Redeemer  himfelf  every  where  repre- 
fents  his  million  as  from  the  Father,  and  fays,  that 
he  came  to  do  the  will  of  him  who  fent  him ;  It  is5 
therefore,  an  unworthy  and  injurious  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  invariable  goodnefs  of  the  Supreme  Be¬ 
ing,  to  fuppofe  that  he  refufed  to  be  reconciled  id 
his  offending  creatures,  until  he  was  prevailed  up¬ 
on  by  the  interceffion  of  his  Som  But  ftill  his 
mercy  and  compaffion  for  us  muft  be  exercifed,  in 
a  wTay,  that  would  fupport  the  authority  of  his 
laws,  and  the  rectitude  of  his  moral  government  • 
and  maintain  the  effential  claims  ofhisjuftice  and 
his  truth,  and  manifeft  his  regard  to  the  happincfs 
of  his  moral  creation,  in  per  fed:  confiftence  with 
the  exercife  of  his  pardoning  mercy.  The  atone¬ 
ment  of  Chrift  is,  therefore,  to  be  confidered  as  a 
glorious  provifion  of  infinite  wifdom  for  the  exer¬ 
cife  of  his  mercy,  in  fuch  a  way  as  would  vindicate 
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the  authority  of  his  laws,  and  illuftrate  the  wifdont; 
the  juftice,  and  the  equity  of  his  government,  by 
awakening,  in  the  minds  of  his  rational  creatures* 
an  awful  fenfe  of  his  holy  indignation  againft  fin, 
and  a  proper  reverence  for  his  laws ;  or  in  the 
words  of  a  facred  w7riter,  it  is  a  gracious  plan, 
whereby  God  can  be  juft,  and  the  jujlijier  of  thoje  that 
believed  on  his  Son . 

We  know  not  how  far  it,  might  have  counte¬ 
nanced  a  rebellion  among  his  other  rational  crea¬ 
tures,  and  given  them  difadvantageous  impreflions 
of  the  Supreme  lawgiver,  to  have  feen  a  whole 
race  of  guilty  rebels  pardoned  and  received  into 
favor,  without  any  fatisfadlion  or  atonement.  But 
to  prevent  thefe  ill  impreflions,  God  has  (hewn, 
in  this  amazing  plan  of  our  redemption  by  his 
Son,  fuch  a  holy  abhorrence  of  fin— fuch  a  regard 
to  the  honor  of  his  lav/s,  and  fuch  a  concern  for  the 
happinefs  of  his  moral  creation,  that  he  would  ra¬ 
ther  give  his  own  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  for  our 
fins,  than  not  to  condemn  fin  in  the  flefh;  and 
that,  when  man  had  finned,  nothing  that  mere 
man  could  do,  fhould  be  of  any  avail,  or  of  fuffici- 
ent  efficacy,  to  procure  his  pardon.  When  we  fee, 
by  this  aftonifhing  plan  of  divine  wifdom  and 
grace,  that  God  does  not  pardon  even  the  penitent 
and  reformed  finner,  but  only  on  account  of  the 
blood  of  Chrift — when  we  fee  fo  much  majefty 
and  innocence  given  up  to  the  tortures  of  the  crofs 
in  our  ftead;  and  when  we  fee  ourfelves  delivered 
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from  death  and  hell,  by  an  expedient  fo  amazing 
as  the  death  of  the  only  begotten  Son  ot  God,  it 
Ihould  certainly  infpire  us  with  the  highed  rever¬ 
ence  for  the  laws  of  God  ;  with  the  greated  honor  of 
fin,  and  with  the  warmed  gratitude  to  our  divine 
Redeemer,  whofe  facred  fide  our  fins  have  pierc¬ 
ed,  and  whofe  innocent  foul  our  tranfgreffions  have 
wounded.  Such  a  view  of  our  redemption  mud 
alfo  have  a  natural  tendency  to  condrain  us,  who 
are  thus  bought  with  the  precious  blood  of  the 
Son  of  God,  to  devote  ourfelves  to  his  fervice,  and 
to  live  to  him ,  who  has  loved  us>  and  wajhed  us  in  his 
own  blood ;  and  who  has  died  for  our  f ns  >  and  rifen  again 
for  our  jufi if  cation. 

Nothing  is  more  evident,  from  the  whole  tenor 
of  the  New  Tedament,  than  that  the  defign  of 
Chrid’s  dying  for  our  fins,  was  not  to  free  us  from 
our  obligation  to  holinefs,  but  rather  to  lay  us  un¬ 
der  dronger  engagements  to  obedience;  and  that 
according  to  the  gofpel-covenant,  none  can  ex¬ 
pert  to  fhare  in  the  benefits  of  the  mediation  and 
atonement  of  Jefus  Chrid,  but  fuch  as  turn  from 
their  fins,  by  a  fincere  and  hearty  repentance,  and 
pay  a  cheerful  obedience  to  his  wife  and  good  laws. 
The  dodtrine  of  Chrid’s  fatisfadlion,  when  pro¬ 
perly  underdood,  as  it  is  delivered  in  the  New  Tef- 
tament,  is  fo  far  from  giving  the  lead  encourage¬ 
ment  to  dn,  that  its  evident  tendency  is  to  imprefs 
the  mind  with  a  fenfe  of  its  heinous  malignity,  and 
ot  the  terrible  difpleafure  of  God  againd  it.  While 
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he  promifes  pardon  to  the  penitent,  he  has,  at  th& 
fame  time,  provided,  that  it  fhould  be  difpenfed 
in  fuch  a  way,  as  would  make  an  awful  declara¬ 
tion  of  his  hatred  of  fin,  and  vindicate  the  authorL 
ty  of  his  laws  and  government.  What  could  havd 
a  gi  eater  tendency  to  prevent  our  abufing  his 
meicy  to  licentiou  fuels  and  vice,  and  to  excite  ill 
14s  a  holy  fear  or  incurring  his  difpleafure,  than  to 
coniider,  tnat  he  would  not  receive  the  penitent 
firmer  into  his  favor,  without  a  facrifice  of  fuch  in¬ 
conceivable  value,  offered  on  their  behalf,  and  that 
it  was  omy  on  the  merit  of  his  fufferings  that  the 
covenant  of  grace  was  eftablifned,  in  which  God 
has  gracioufly  pro  mi  fed  to  accept  ofourobedL 
i  •.  3  S.  T  f  .  *,  i  ^  fidelity  in  his  fervice  ? 

How  welcome,  then,  fhould  the  news  of  thi^ 
great  Deliverer  be  to  the  children  of  men!  With 
what  raptures  of  holy  joy  fhould  we  entertain  the 
glad  tidings,  that  unto  us  a  Saviour  is  born,  who 
is  Chrift  the  Lord,  and  that  the  only  begotten  Son 
pi  God  has  conie  into  the  world  to  put  away  fin 
by  the  facrifice  or  himfelf !  Nay,  farther,  he  came 
not  only  to  deliver  us  Irom  the  punifhment  of  our 
iins,  but  alio  to  make  provifion  for  our  deliver¬ 
ance  from  the  power  of  our  corruptions,  and  to 
purify  us  to  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of 
goad  works.  Knowing  that  it  was  impoffible  for 
us,  while  we  were  averfe  to  the  laws  of  God,  and  dif- 
affebfed  to  his  government,  to  be  reftored  to  his 
inendfhip,  until  the  moral  difbrders  of  our  fouls 
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fliould  be  rectified,  he  came  in  the  character  of  the 
great  Phyfician,  to  heal  our  fpiritual  maladies — to 
cure  our  depraved  natures — to  make  us  holy,  as  he 
is  holy,  and  thereby  to  unite  us  to  the  Author  of 
our  beings  and  the  fountain  of  our  happinefs.  He 
came  to  ftrike  off  the  fetters  of  our  flavery,  and 
to  releafe  us  from  the  bondage  of  fin,  and  the  cap¬ 
tivity  of  fatan.  He  has  entered  into  the  houfe  of 
the  ftrong  man  armed,  and  bound  him  in  chains. 
He  has  called  to  the  prifoners  with  an  awakening 
voice  to  efcape  for  their  lives,  and,  by  his  irrefifii- 
ble  word,  commanded  them  to  go  free.  He  came 
to  put  a  ftop  to  his  progrefs,  in  blinding  and  be¬ 
witching  the  minds  of  men,  and  by  the  amazing 
force  of  gofpel-light,  and  the  facred  illumination 
of  his  holy  fpirit,  to  turn  us  from  darknefs  unto  light, 
and  from  the  power  of  fatan  to ferve  the  living  and  true 

*  -s, 

Hence  it  is,  that  he  employs  his  gofpel  to  break 
the  power  of  fin  in  the  foul,  and  to  turn  the  heart 
by  a  genuine  converfion,  from  the  love  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  fin,  to  the  love  and  practice  of  godlinefs. 
When  his  gofpel,  that  divine  word  of  power  and 
of  truth,  enters  into  the  heart,  and  changes  its 
principles  and  temper,  we  efcape  from  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  fin  and  fatan,  being  made  free  from  the 
law  of  fin,  and  becoming  thefervants  of  righteouf- 
liefs.  Now  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  are  calculated 
to  produce  this  glorious  change,  as  they  are  the 
ptoft  important  and  interefting  of  any  that  we  can 
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be  acquainted  with,  and  have  a  natural  tendency 
to  open  the  blinded  eyes  of  our  minds,  and  to  make 
us  wife  unto  falvation.  The  gofpel  of  Chrift  fets 
before  us,  in  the  cleared:  and  moft  ftriking  point  of 
light,  the  method  by  which  alone  we  can  efcape 
from  that  deftrudtion  which  hangs  over  our  guilty 
heads,  together  with  the  moft  alarming  motives 
and  confiderations,  to  engage  us  to  fly  from  the 
wrath  to  come.  And  when  it  enlightens  the  mind 
and  changes  the  heart,  Jefus  Chrill:  thereby  deli¬ 
vers  the  foul  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  to 
ferve  God  in  newnefs  of  life.  Such  perfons  are 
then  faid  to  know  the  truth  and  to  be  made  free 
by  it.  If  the  Son  make  you  free,  then  are  you  free 
indeed.  Now  if  liberty  and  an  enlargement  from 
an  ignominious  bondage  be  matter  of  joy  and  tri¬ 
umph,  what  reafon  have  we  to  blefs  the  Son  of 
God,  who  by  the  inftrumentality  of  his  gofpel,  has 
given  us  the  nobleft  and  moft  honorable  freedom 
that  any  of  the  fons  of  Adam  could  ever  boaft, 
■whereby  we  are  delivered  from  the  power  of  evil 
habits,  and  vicious  inclinations. 

And  that  the  gofpel  may  profper  to  the  end, 
whereto  he  has  fent  it,  even  to  the  pulling  down 
of  the  ftrong  holds  of  fin  and  fatan,  he  has  pur- 
chafed  the  holy  fpirit  to  accompany  the  preaching 
of  his  word,  that  it  may  be  brought  home  to  the 
heart  with  divine  power,  and  effectual  energy.  It 
is  the  office  of  the  holy  fpirit,  in  the  facred  econo¬ 
my  of  man’s  redemption,  to  take  of  the  things  of 
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Chrift,  his  dodrines  and  precepts,  his  arguments 
and  motives,  and  to  fhew  them  to  us  in  fuch  a 
ftrong  and  convincing  point  of  light,  that  they 
may  transform  us  into  the  divine  image,  and 
bring  our  hearts  and  lives  unto  the  obedience  of 
the  gofpel.  When  men’s  eyes,  therefore,  are  open¬ 
ed  by  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  attending  the  preaching 
of  his  word,  they  are,  by  his  efficacious  grace,  de¬ 
livered  from  the  bondage  of  fin  and  fatan,  and 
tranflated  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children 
of  God.  And  how  fhould  our  hearts  triumph  in 
fuch  a  Saviour  as  this,  who  faves  his  people  from 
their  fins,  both  from  the  dominion  and  power  of 
them,  fo  that  they  lhall  not  reign  in  our  mortal 
bodies ;  and  alfo  from  the  ruinous  confequences  of 
them  in  the  world  to  come ! 

Efpecially  when  we  farther  add,  that  he  came 
not  only  to  deliver  us  from  the  guilt  and  power 
and  confequences  of  our  fins,  but  alfo  to  procure 
for  us  immortal  glory  and  bleffednefs.  Herein 
all  the  bufferings  of  his  life  and  death,  and  all  the 
operations  of  his  providence  and  grace,  have  their 
final  accompliffiment.  It  is  his  efficacious  will, 
that  thofe  whom  the  Father  has  given  him  to  be 
redeemed  by  his  blood,  fhould  be  with  him  where  he 
is,  that  they  may  behold  his  glory,  and  be  happy 
in  the  manifeffations  of  his  eternal  love.  Hence 
he  has  promifed  to  come  again  and  receive  them 
to  himfelf,  when  he  has  fandified  them  by  his 
word  and  Ipirit,  and  prepared  them  for  an  inheri- 
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tance,  with  the  faints  in  light ;  and  that  their  faU 
vation  might  be  complete,  he  has  promifed  to  un- 
feal  the  prifon  of  the  grave,  to  call  forth  their ileep« 
ing  duft  from  the  houfe  of  corruption,  and  to  re¬ 
build  the  whole  man,  in  a  glorious  immortality 
and  ineffable  joy.  When  he  expired  upon  the  crofs, 
he  conquered  death,  and  him  that  had  the  power 
of  death.  And,  therefore,  at  the  appointed  hour, 
when  he  {hall  come  in  the  glory  of  the  Father  with 
his  holy  angels,  he  will  iffue  the  fovereign  orders* 
that  {hall  be  heard  through  all  the  filent  repofito- 
ries  of  the  dead,  and  fend  forth  his  angels  to  gather 
his  eledl  from  the  four  winds  of  heaven.  Clothed 
with  their  Redeemer's  fpotlefs  righteoufnefs,  and 
made  perfedt  in  his  glorious  image,  their  mortal 
part  {hall  put  on  immortality,  and  they  {hall  hear 
the  tranfporting  fentence  pronounced  by  the 
mouth  of  their  Judge,  Come  ye  blejfed  of  my  Father , 
inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  world!  And  when  the  grand  folemnity 
of  the  final  judgment  is  concluded,  he  will  lead 
them  forward,  amidft  the  joyful  acclamations  of 
their  elder  brethren,  to  thofe  manfions  of  eternal 
reft  and  peace,  which  he  has  prepared  for  them 
with  his  precious  blood.  Millions  and  millions 
of  ages  fhall  then  roll  on,  while  they  are  enjoying 
the  fmiles  of  his  countenance,  and  the  ineffable 
manifeftations  of  their  Father's  love;  and  when 
thefe  are  part  and  gone,  their  happinefs  is  as  far 
from  ending,  as  it  was  the  firft  moment  of  their 
introduction  into  the  Paradife  of  God.  Eye  has 


EWING. 


•3*3 

not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  has  it  entered  into  the  heart 
of  man  to  conceive  of  the  dignity,  the  happinefs  or 
duration  of  their  future  inheritance.  It  is  a  por¬ 
tion  large  as  their  moil  extenlive  willies,  lading  as 
their  immortal  fpirits,  and  worthy  of  God  to  be¬ 
llow  ;  and  what  Ihould  endear  it  (till  more  to  our 
affections,  it  was  purc’nafed  at  the  expence  of  the 
precious  blood  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God. 

APPLICATION 

Behold  now, my  friends,  with  awful  joy  and  won¬ 
der,  the  ftupendous  fcheme  of  divine  mercy  and 
grace  through  a  Redeemer !  a  world  of  rational  be¬ 
ings  refeued  from  over-whelming  mifery,  and  made 
everlaftingly  happy,  if  their  own  incorrigiblenefs 
in  fin  prevent  it  not !  And  fay,  what  fentiments 
ihould  this  infpire  ? — Why,  certainly  fentiments 
of  joy  and  gratitude  too  fervent  to  be  concealed, 
and  yet  too  big  to  be  uttered  !  If  ever  joy  and  ex¬ 
ultation  were  reafonable  in  our  degenerate  world; 
it  is  certainly  reafonable  on  the  coming  of  the 
great  Deliverer  of  Mankind,  in  whom  all  the  caufea 
of  joy  and  feftivity  confpire.  Let  us  therefore, 
with  the  tranfported  Patriarch,  be  glad  that  we 
have  feen  the  glorious  days  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and 
rejoice  in  the  God  of  our  falvation ;  while  we  con¬ 
template,  by  an  eye  of  faith,  a  fpectacle  more  augull 
and  glorious,  than  was  ever  exhibited  in  the  world 
before.  Behold  the  adorable  Son  of  God  travel¬ 
ling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength,  and  mighty 
to  Cave — treading  the  wine-prefs  of  his  Father’s 
Vol.  III.  *  'Qja 
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wrath  alone,  expiating  the  fins  of  a  guilty  world* 
and  fhutting  up  the  folemn  fcene  with  thefe  com- 
prehenfive  words.  Father ,  it  is  finijhed ;  the  great, 
the  ftupendous  work  is  done;  the  univerfal  facri- 
fice  is  completed,  whofe  virtue  and  efficacy  ex¬ 
tends  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  to  its  final 
conflagration,  and  which  angels  and  men  fhall  con¬ 
template  throughout  eternity,  with  wonder  and  af- 
tonifliment,  with  joy  and  gratitude  ! 

And  can  we,  my  friends,  who  are  the  fubjedts  of 
this  marvellous  grace,  ever  hear  of  this  prodigious 
expence  of  divine  goodnefs  with  a  ftupid  infenfi- 
biiity,  or  a  cold  indifference  ?  Can  we  think  of  it 
without  hearts  overflowing  with  love  and  grati¬ 
tude  to  that  compaflionate  God,  whofe  bowels  of 
mercy  yearned  over  the  ruined  workmanftiip  of 
his  hands,  and  therefore,  provided  the  Saviour 
for  us ;  and  to  that  glorious  Deliverer,  who  being 
in  the  form  of  God,  humbled  himfelf  unto  the 
death  of  the  crofs,  to  raife  us  to  the  exalted  privi¬ 
lege  of  becoming  the  Tons  and  daughters  of  the 
moft  high  God  ?— If  we  honor  and  efteem  the 
diftant  patriot,  with  whom  we  have  no  connexion, 
and  from  whom  we  can  derive  no  advantage;  how 
much  more  fiiould  we  honor  and  love  the  great 
Redeemer;  the  benefit  of  whofe  actions  and  fuf- 
ferings  extends  to  all  nations  and  to  all  ages? 
What  are  all  the  heroes  and  patriots  that  ever  liv¬ 
ed,  in  companion  with  the  Son  of  God  ?  What 
are  the  bleflings  which  they  have  procured  for 
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their  generation,  in  comparifon  with  glory,  honor 
and  immortality  ?  Lighter  than  vanity  when  laid 
in  the  balance  with  a  far  more  exceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory.  They  may  indeed  be  an 
honor  to  the  country  in  which  they  live,  and  pro¬ 
cure  for  it  fome  temporary  advantages ;  but  our 
Saviour  was  bom  for  the  whole  world,  and  his 
birth  is  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  people  •  a  light 
to  lighten  the  Gentiles  >  and  the  glory  of  bis  people  Ifrael. 
Hard  and  obdurate  muft  that  heart  be,  that  can 
attentively  confider  this  amazing  plan  of  our  Re¬ 
demption,  without  feeling  the  lively  emotions  of 
gratitude,  and  without  being  conftrained  by  the 
powerful  efficacy  of  his  love,  to  live  unto  him  who 
firft  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his 
qwh  blood* 

And  now,  my  friends,  let  me  urge  it  upon  your 
confciences,  and  my  own,  with  all  the  importuni¬ 
ty  which  a  matter  of  fuch  unfpeakableconfequence 
demands,  to  enquire,  with  impartiality,  whether 
ever  the  defign  of  ChrifLs  coming  into  the  world 
has  ever  taken  place,  with  refpedl  to  our  own 
fouls?  Has  the  terrible  difpleafure  of  God  again!! 
fin,  manifefted  in  the  death  and  fufferings  of  his 
own  Son,  convinced  us  of  its  ruinous  nature  and 
tendency  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  engage  us  to  hate 
it  as  the  abominable  thing  which  the  Lord  hates  ; 
and  as  that  which  occafioned  the  unparalleled  fuf¬ 
ferings  of  our  bleffed  Redeemer  ?  It  is  the  vaineft 
hope  that  ever  deluded  the  fallen  pofterity  of 
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Adam,  that  you  can  poffibly  have  an  interefl  in 
his  death  as  an  atonement  for  fin,  unlefs  you  alfo 
feel  the  power  of  his  grace,  renewing  the  hearty 
and  turning  it  from  the  love  and  pradlice  of  fin,  to 
tiie  love  and  practice  of  holinefs.  For  without  bo* 
linejs  no  man  can  fee  the  Lord, 

He  came  into  the  world,  not  to  make  your  re- 
pentencc  unneceflary,  nor  to  releafe  you  from  your 
obligations  to  obedience ;  but  to  render  both  your 
lepentance  and  obedience  acceptable  through  the 
merits  oi  his  atonement.  He  came  to  deliver  you 
f:om  the  dominion,  as  well  as  from  the  punifh- 
ment  of  your  fins;  and  he  never  will  accomplifh 
one  of  thefe  ends  to  any  foul,  but  in  conjunction 
with  the  other.  So  that  thofe,  who  live  under  the 
unbroken  dominion  of  fin  in  the  heart,  muft  in¬ 
evitably  fink  down  under  the  punifhment  of  it, 
notwithftanding  all  that  the  Redeemer  has  done 
and  furfei  ed  ror  the  expiation  of  it ;  nay,  their  pu— 
mfhment  will  be  greatly  aggravated  by  all  that  he 
has  done  and  1  unbred  for  the  redemption  of  mam 
We  have  not  a  ftronger  demonftration  of  the  un¬ 
paralleled  love  of  God  for  our  degenerate  world, 
in  this  marvellous  plan  of  redemption,  than  we 
have  of  his  utter  abhorrence  of  fin,  and  of  his  un¬ 
alterable  determination  to  execute  the  fiercenefs 
of  his  tremendous  wrath  upon  all  the  impenitent 
workers  of  iniquity.  The  compaffionate  Jefus, 
who  bled  and  died  upon  Mount  Calvary,  to  make 
an  atonement  for  our  fins,  and  to  purcfiafe  the 
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facred  influences  of  his  holy  fpirit,  to  enable  us  to 
.repent  and  believe,  and  live  in  newnefs  of  life,  and 
is  now  befeeching  tinners  to  accept  of  them  for 
thefe  falutary  purpofes,  will  one  day  appear 
in  clouded  majefty,  and,  with  unalterable  deter¬ 
mination,  command  that  thofe  his  enemies,  that 
would  not  have  him  to  reign  over  them,  fhould  be 
brought  forth  and  flain  before  him. 

And  can  you,  notwithstanding  all  this,  be  deaf 
to  all  thefe  arguments  of  love  and  terror,  and  force 
your  way  to  deftrudion,  through  all  thefe  reftraints 
which  are  intended,  in  mercy,  to  bring  you  to  joys 
unutterable  and  full  of  glory  ?  Will  you  have  no 
companion  on  your  own  precious  and  immortal 
fouls,  until  the  laft  incurable  wound  be  given, 
which  fhall  feal  you  up  in  everlafting  defpair? 
How  will  you  anfwer  it  to  God,  who  has  given  his 
Son  to  redeem  you  from  ruin  ?  How  will  you  an¬ 
fwer  it  to  Jefus  Chrift,  who  expired  upon  the 
crofs,  under  every  circumftance  of  humiliation 
and  ftiame,  to  purchafe  eternal  life  for  you,  if  you 
are  found  at  laft  among  the  defpifers  of  his  grace  ? 
We  appeal  to  your  own  confciences,  that  power 
which  God  has  implanted  in  you,  whereby  you 
can  look  forward  to  eternity,  and  confider  the 
confequences  of  your  adions  in  another  world ; 
whether  it  be  not  inconceivably  better  to  comply 
with  xhe  gofpel-method  of  falvation,  by  faith  and 
holinefs,  than  to  wander  on  in  the  ways  of  your 
own  heart,  and  in  the  fight  of  your  own  eyes,  un~ 
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til  you  fall  into  the  hand  of  the  living  God,  and 
experience  the  irrefiftible  power  of  his  wrath! 
Would  to  God  that  we  could  prevail  with  finners 
to  creak  on  their  fins  by  repentance,  and  humbly 
accept  of  file  through  a  Redeemer  on  the  terms  of 
tne  gofpel.  But  ftronger  arguments  we  cannot 
life.  Nothing  but  the  Almighty  power  of  Divine 
Grace,  and  the  quickening  energy  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  can  bring  the  truths,  the  arguments,  the 
motives,  and  the  threatenmgs  of  the  gofpel,  with 
fufficient  efficacy  to  the  hearts  of  finners.  To  the 
grace  and  power  of  God,  therefore,  we  commit 
you,  and  beleech  you,  by  all  the  arguments  of  love 
and  terror  exhibited  in  the  death  and  fufferings  of 
the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  that  you  would  cry 
mightily  to  him,  for  the  renewing  and  fanflifying 
influences  of  his  holy  fpirit,  to  create  you  anew 
to  good  works  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  that  it  may  be  in¬ 
deed  a  matter  of  joy  to  you  that  a  Saviour  has 
been  born  into  the  world.  And  let  us  all  depend 
Vpon  the  merits  of  his  death,  and  the  efficacy  of 
his  atonement  for  the  pardon  of  our  fins,  and 
for  the  communication  of  his  grace,  to  enable  us 
to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  gofpel-covenant. 
And  let  it  be  the  bufinefs  of  our  whole  lives,  to 
teftify  the  gratitude  of  our  hearts,  for  the  love  of 
God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  by  adorning  his  doflrines  in 
all  things,  that  when  he  comes  again  without  a 
fin-offering  to  judgment,  we  may  be  found  of  him 
in  mercy,  and  be  admitted  to  dwell  with  him  for 
ever  in  his  heavenly  kingdom.  Amen. 
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i  Corinthians  xvi.  13. 

— £hiit  you  like  men — be  ftrong. 


MONO  the  many  comparifons  ufed  in  fcrlp~ 


ture  to  illuftrate  the  Chriftian  life,  that  of  a 
fight  or  warfare  is  a  principal  one.  To  this  the 
apoftle  evidently  refers  in  the  text.  He  addreit 
fes  the  believing  Corinthians,  as  a  general  would 
his  foldiers,  who  expedted  immediately  to  engage 
with  the  enemy.  We  find  nearly  the  fame  words 
ufed  by  the  Philiftines,  in  exciting  one  another  to 
battle  with  Ifrael;  Beftrong ,  and  quit  yourf elves  like 
men>  0  ye  Philiftines ,  that  ye  be  not  Jervants  unto  the 
Hebrews ,  as  they  have  been  to  you:  Quit  yourf  elves 
like  men ,  and  fight.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the 
apoftle  had  this  animated  fpeech  in  view$  and  if 
not,  it  was  natural  with  the  figure  in  his  mind* 
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thus  to  exprefs  himfelf.  It  is  as  though  he  had 
faid,  “  Y on  are  like  foldiersin  abtual  war;  behave* 
then,  not  as  children*  who  are  weak  and  eafily  in¬ 
timidated  ;  but  exert  that  ftrength,  courage,  and 
fortitude  worthy  of  men  in  an  hour  of  trial  and 
danger.  ” 

I  his  exhortation  is  proper  to  be  addreffed  to 
Chrifiians  in  every  age;  and  it  is  now  addrefled  to 
you,  my  believing  brethren:  §>uityou  like  men— he 
ftrong.  I  (hall.  Fir/} ,  mention  the  enemies  with 
which  you  have  to  contend.  Secondly ,  Ihew  what 
is  implied  in  the  exhortation;  and  then  conclude 
with  lome  motives  to  encourage  and  animate  you 
in  the  fight. 

The  enemies  with  which  you  have  to  contend, 
are  generally  ranked  under  thefe  three  dalles ;  the 
devil>  the  world ,  and  the  flejh. 

Firji ,  The  devil  is  a  watchful,  cunning  and  un¬ 
wearied  enemy.  After  his  revolt  from  God,  he 
leduced  our  firft  parents,  and  has  thus  brought  the 
whole  race  into  fin  and  mifery.  Oppofed  himfelf 
to  all  goodnefs,  he  is  become  the  tyrant  and  de- 
ftroyer  of  human  kind.  As  a  roaring  lion  he  walk - 
eth  about yfeekmg  whom  he  may  devour.  Though  we 
are  not  ignorant  of  many  of  his  devices,  yet  it  is 
impoflible  tb  tell  either  when,  and  in  what  way  he 
will  aflail  us,  or  to  diftinguifii  precifely  his  fuggef- 
tions  from  the  corrupt  defires  of  our  own  hearts. 
With  thefe  he  co-operates.  He  knows  the  frame 
of  our  bodies,  and  has  near  accefs  to  our  fpirits,-~ 
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He  prefents  evil  under  the  fpecious  appearance  of 
good.  He  fuits  his  temptations  to  the  various 
difpofitions  of  men,  and  to  the  different  periods 
in  their  lives.  He  leads  to  preemption,  and  he 
drives  to  defpair.  He  withdraws  for  a  time,  and 
Waits  an  unguarded  hour,  that  he  may  attack  with 
the  greater  fuccefs.  Sometimes  he  fhoots,  like 
fiery  darts,  dreadful  and  blafphemous  thoughts,  oc¬ 
casioning  extreme  uneafinefs  and  horror  in  the 
mind. 

4 

With  this  enemy,  my  Chriftian  foldiers,  you 
have  to  contend ;  a  fallen  fpirit,  adlive,  powerful, 
naturally  fubtle,  and  long  verfed  in  the  practice  of 
guile;  not  only,  indeed,  with  one,  but  many;  for 
though  there  is  a  great  adverfary,  the  God  of  this 
world,  yet  under  him  hofts  are  marfhalled,  whom 
he  leads  to  war.  The  apoftle,  in  fpeaking  of  the 
Chriftian  warfare,  reckons  thofe  evil  fpirits  to  be 
numerous  and  powerful.  iVe  wrejile  not  againjt 
fle/fj  and  bloody  but  a gainji  principalities — againjt  pow¬ 
ers — againjt  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world—* 
againf  fpiritual  wickednefs  in  high  places* 

Secondly ,  The  world  is  another  powerful  enemy.; 
In  this  clafs  we  count  the  men  of  the  world,  and 
the  things  of  the  world* 

The  men  of  the  world  engage  oil  the  fide  of  the 
devil.  By  their  allurements  they  entice  to  fin 
and  by  their  reproaches,  deter  from  duty.  Not  to 
mention  the  furious  perfecutions  which  they  have 
fometimes  carried  on  againft  Chriftians,  and  from 
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which  we,  in  this  age  and  country,  are  delivered^ 
they  are  always  dangerous.  Their  conversion 
and  example  are  contagious.  It  requires  no  fmall 
refolution,  at  times,  to  withftand  their  fmiles,  and 
encounter  their  frowns— to  adhere  fteadily  and  An¬ 
gularly  to  duty  when  the  cuftoms  of  the  world  all 
tend  another  way— to  facrifice  popularity,  and 
venture  even  charader  for  the  caufe  of  religion. — 
It  fometimes  happens  too,  that  thofe  with  whom 
the  Chriftian  is  clofely  conneded  are  his  greateft 
oppofers ;  when  his  foes  are  thofe  of  his  own  houf- 
hold.  In  this  cafe  the  danger  is  peculiarly  great. 
From  others  he  may  withdraw,  but  with  thefe  he 
is  obliged  to  aflociate. 

Under  the  things  of  the  world  we  count  honors # 
profits  and  pie  afire  s.  How  dangerous  thefe  are,  we 
fee  every  day,  in  the  fatal  experience  of  others^ 
and  the  ftate  of  our  own  hearts.  We  need,  and 
may  lawfully  enjoy  a  fhareofthem,  but  they  too 
often  engrofs  our  affedions  and  attention.  The 
Chriftian  is  in  the  more  danger  from  this  quarter, 
becaufe  he  is  called  to  engage  in  the  purfuit  of 
thefe,  and  under  the  appearance  of  duty,  they  lead 
him  aftray.  He  is  apt  to  fet  a  higher  value  upon 
them  than  they  deierve,  to  repine  under  difap- 
pointment,  and  to  be  improperly  elated  at  fuccefs; 
befides  the  temptation,  there  is  to  leek  them  by 
unjuftifiable  ways.  We  cannot  ferve  God  and  Mam- 
mon.  If  any  man  love  the  world ,  the  love  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  is  not  in  kym.  The  evil  we  have  to  fear  is  nett 
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from  the  things  of  the  world,  which  are,  in  them- 
felves,  good;  but  from  that  temper  and  conduct 
which  they  produce  in  us.  This  leads  me  to 
mention, 

Thirdly,  That  the fiejh ,  by  which  is  meant  the 
corrupt  nature,  is  the  moft  dangerous  enemy  of 
all.  The  principle  of  fin  is  not  fully  fubdued  in 
believers.  This  is  the  law  in  the  members  which 
wars  againft  the  law  of  the  mind,  and  brings  into 
captivity  to  the  law  of  fin.  Were  it  not  for  this, 
the  attempts  of  fatan  would  be  unfuccefsful.  W ere 
it  not  for  this,  the  things  of  the  world  would  hav  e 
no  dangerous  tendency.  Every  man  ts  tempted 
when  he  is  drawn  azvay  of  his  own  luft,  and  enticed.— 
This  is  the  traitor  within  the  walls,  which  betrays 
us  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Could  we  fub- 
due  this,  we  need  not  fear  thofe  without.  The 
Chriftian,  then,  has  to  fight  with  himfelfi  Re¬ 
mains  of  evil  defires  are  ftill  in  his  heart,  and  ftrive 
to  prevail  over  him, 

Thefe  are  the  enemies,  my  brethren,  with  which 
you  are  called  to  contend.  Let  not  your  hearts 
faint  on  the  view  of  them ;  but,  quit  you  like  men — * 
be ftrong.  This  exhortation  implies, 

Pirfty  That  you  bailifh  unneceffary  fears,  and 
engage  in  the  warfare  with  boldnefs  and  refolution. 
So  much  fear  of  an  enemy  as  leads  to  watchfulnefs 

j 

and  caution,  is  highly  ufefuL  Todefpife  an  ene¬ 
my  is  often  the  way  to  be  beaten.  Peculiarly  in  the 
Chriftian  fight,  happy  is  the  man  that feareih  always^ 
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There  is  a  fear,  however,  which  deprefles  the  fpirits 
and  hinders  exertion.  This  ought  to  belaid  a-, 
fide.  Difcouragements  increafe  the  difficulties; 
fmall  ones  are  then  magnified,  and  great  ones  a£- 
fume  a  moft  formidable  appearance;  whereas,  if 
encountered  with  patience,  firmnefs  and  perfever- 
ance,  thofe^  would  vanifh,  and  thefe  lay  afide  their 
teirors.  While  an  enemy  is  confidered  as  dange¬ 
rous,  he  ougat  not  to  be  deemed  invincible.  To 
defp^ir  is  to  yield  ground  and  encourage  an  attack. 
It  is  well  known  what  advantage  this  temper  gives 
fatan  over  believers,  and  how  carefully  he  improves 

it.  He  then  harrafles  them  withdiftreffingthoughts, 

horrid  fuggefiions,  and  is  only  not  permitted  to 
drive  them  into  final  ruin.  Believers,  therefore* 
ought  to  maintain  an  undaunted  courage  and 
lolutiors. 


Again,  There  is  implied,  that  they  light  in  di¬ 
vine  ftrengtn.  In  themfelves  they  are,  indeed* 
weak,  and  wholly  unequal  to  the  conflict;  but  the 
grace  of  God  is  fufficient  for  them.  Hear  the 
holy  challenge  of  the  apoftle;  If  God  be  for  us,  who. 
can  he  againft  us?  Truiling  in  his  power,  and  faith- 
lulnefs  to  fulfil  all  his  promifes  in  Chrifi,  they 
ought  to  engage  with  their  enemies.  He  hath 


provided  for  tnem  an  armour  which  is  proof  a-* 
gainf!  every  aiiauit.  In  puting  on  this  and  ma- 
n aging  it  aright,  fafety  and  victory  are  enfured.— 

My  brethren,  fays  the  apofile,  be  firong  in  the  Lord, 
u:iu  m  tide  power  oj  his  might.  Put  on  the  whole  ar*? 
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frtour  of  God,  that  ye  may  le  able  to  fland  againft  the 
voiles  of  the  devil .  Stand>  therefore ,  having  your  loins 
girt  about  with  truth ,  and  having  on  the  bre aft-plate  of 
right  eoufnefs  ;  and  your  feet  fhod  with  the  preparation  of 
the  gofpel  of  peace  ;  above  ally  taking  the  Jloield  of  faith % 
wherewith ye /hall  be  able  to  quench  ail  the  fiery  darts 
of  the  zvicked .  And  take  the  helmet  of  falvation ,  and 
the  fword  of  the  fpirity  which  is  ihe  word  of  God ; 
Praying  always  with  all  prayer  and  fupplication  in  the 
fpirit.  Thus  we  fee  that,  as  in  the  ancient  mode 
of  making  war  among  men,  there  were  pieces  of 
armour  to  protect  the  whole  body  from  injury, 
and  weapons  with  which  to  afFail,  fo  in  the  fpiriu 
ual  warfare,  believers  are  armed  and  encouraged 
to  go  forth  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord.  It  need 
oriy  be  added, 

Further ,  As  implied  in  this  exhortation,  that 
they  perfevere  in  the  combat.  If  they  withdraw’, 
or  ceafe  their  exertions,  they  will  be  overcome.— 
The  enemies  continue  their  hoftilities  as  long  as 
believers  are  in  this  world.  There  is  no  reft  or 
peace  to  them,  but  their  whole  life  is  a  conftant 
warfare.  Let  not  him>  therefore,  that  girdeth  on  his 
harnefsy  boaft  himfelf  as  he  that  putteth  it  off.  Many, 
alas,  who  feemed  manfully  to  begin  the  con teft, 
and  continued  it  for  a  time,  being  allured  by  the 
things  of  this  world,  or  deterred  by  difficulties, 
have  given  it  over,  and  returned  to  their  former 
ftavery.  Thefe  are  likely  to  fall  a  prey.  He  that 
fhall  endure  unto  the  end>  the  fame  fhall  be faved .  Let 
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me  now  mention  fome  motives  to  encourage  andi 
animate  you  in  this  warfare. 


Firjl,  Your  caufe  is  good  and  highly  important. 
The  apoftle  calls  it  the  good  fight  of  faith.  Do  men 
in  the  wars  of  this  world,  boldly  venture  their 
lives  when  perfuaded  that  their  caufe  is  righteous? 
Much  more  ought  Chriftians  to  encourage  them-* 
felves.  They  are  engaged  in  the  belt  and  nobleft 
ot  caufes;  on  the  fide  of  God,  againft  every  thing 
tnat  is  bafe,  cruel,  and  opprefiive.  No  lefs  de¬ 
pends  on  the  part  they  act  than  eternal  happinefs 
or  mifery.  Do  the  men  of  this  world  fight  for 
fading  honors  and  emoluments  ?  Is  it  for  thefe 
that  millions,  in  every  age,  have  been  flaughtered, 
and  this  earth  covered  with  blood  ?  And  (hall  not 
Chriftians  contend  for  an  inheritance  incorruptible 
and  undefiled ,  and  that  fadeih  not  away ;  for  a  crown 
of  right  eoufnefs,  which  the  Lord  the  righteous  judge, 
will  beftow  on  every  conqueror? — We  admire  the 
man,  who,  at  the  head  of  armies,  has  over-run  na¬ 
tions,  and  fpread  his  conquefts  far  and  wide ;  we 
almoft  adore  him,  who  nobly  withftands  the  iron- 
hand  ofoppreffion,  and  fuccefsfully  vindicates  the 
infulted  rights  of  human  nature ;  but  the  Chrif- 
tian  foldier  is  a  more  noble  fpeCtacle,  a  more  glo¬ 
rious  character.  Though  not  furrounded  with 
thofe  external  things  which  attract  and  dazzle  the 
attention  of  mankind,  yet  he  pofTdles  more  true 
magnanimity,  and  more  genuine  worth.  The 
judge  of  the  univerfe  approves,  and  exalted  fpints: 
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behold  him  with  wonder  and  delight.  Should  not 
then  the  goodnefs  of  the  caufe,  and  the  importance 
of  its  iffue,  as  to  yourfelves,  encourage  and  ani¬ 
mate  you  my  believing  friends  ?  Mahomet  pro- 
mifed  to  his  followers  who  fell  in  battle,  immedi¬ 
ate  entrance  into  a  Paradife ;  but  to  you,  unerring 
truth  hath  given  aflurance  of fulnejs  of  joy  and  plea - 
fares  for  evermore . 

A fecond  motive  to  animate  you  is,  that  you  are 
engaged  in  the  prefence  of  many  fpedators.  You 
ad:  continually  in  the  fight  of  the  great  and  glori¬ 
ous  God.  His  eye  penetrates  into  the  inmoft  re- 
cefies  of  your  hearts.  He  will  be  your  impartial 
judge,  and  from  his  hand  you  will  receive  your 
reward,  or  your  doom.  How  far  angels  are  wit- 
nefles  of  our  addons  is  not  certainly  known.  They 
are,  however,  not  uninterefted  in  the  redemption 
of  man.  At  the  birth  of  the  Saviour  they  fang 
together  in  heavenly  (trains,  and  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  employed  on  meffages  of  grace.  We  are 
exprefsly  informed,  that  there  is  joy  in  heaven  over 
one  /inner  that  repent  eth  ;  that  the  angels  are  all  mi - 
niflering  fpirits>  fent  forth  to  minifter  for  them  who 
/hall  he  heirs  offalvation.  The  apofile  charged  Ti¬ 
mothy  before  Gody  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ,  and  the 
elect  angels . 

The  confideration  of  our  being  open  to  the  view 
of  thofe  holy  and  exalted  fpirits,  who  have  charge 
of  us,  and  who  earneftly  defire  our  fuccefs,,  ought 
to  infpire  us  with  fortitude  and  refutation.  Shall 
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we  behave  meanly  in  the  prefence  of  fuperior  be¬ 
ings?  Shall  we  difgrace  ourfelves  in  the  fight  of 
heaven  ?  Could  we  fuppofe  them  to  feel  the  leaft 
uneafy  fenfation,  what  grief  and  fhame  muff  they 
iuffer  on  our  account,  when  we  ait  unworthy  our 
character  ?  Yea,  what  indignation,  to  fee  creatures 
redeemed  at  an  infinite  expence,  and  with  the  mod 
glorious  profpebts  before  them,  complying  with 
the  temptations  of  fatan  and  the  world,  and  yield¬ 
ing  to  the  corrupt  defires  of  their  own  hearts ! 

In  the  third  place ,  You  fight  under  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  captain  of  falvation.  Are  foldiers  infpired  by 
an  attachment  to  their  king?  By  a  confidence  in 
their  leader?  Surely  believers  may  be  of  good 
courage,  jefus  is  the  King  of  Kings.  He  is  the 
author  and  fmifher  of  faith.  He  leads  you  by  his 
example,  and  encourages  you  by  his  words.  Will 
you  fuffer  me  to  introduce  here  an  example  from 
hiftory,  of  the  effeifc  of  the  conduit  and  Ipeech  of 
an  earthly  king,  before  an  engagement  with  his 
enemy  ?  Or,  is  it  not  fuitable,  and  may  we  not 
compare  great  things  with  frnall  ? — Henry  the 
Fourth,  of  France,  juft  before  a  battle,  in  which 
he  obtained  an  entire  victory,  uttered  a  generous 
prayer  in  a  voice,  and  with  a  countenance  that  in¬ 
fpired  all  who  heard  and  beheld  him,  with  like 
magnanimity;  then  turning  to  the  fquadron,  at 
the  head  of  which  he  deligned  to  charge  :  u  My 
"  fellow- foldiers/’  faid  he,  “  as  you  run  my  for- 
u  tune,  fo  do  I  yours;  your  fafety  conftfts  in  keep- 
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*  ing  well  your  ranks ;  but  if  the  heat  of  the  ac- 
H  tion  fbould  force  you  to  diforder,  think  of  no- 
“thing  but  rallying  again ;  if  you  lofe  light  of 
i(  your  colors  and  ftandards,  look  round  for  the 
“white  plume  in  my  beaver;  you  fhall  fee  it 
u  wherever  you  are,  and  it  fhall  lead  you  to  glory 
“  and  to  victory.”  Examples  of  this  kind  fill  the 
mind  with  great  and  noble  ideas.  We  admire 
the  man  who,  in  the  confcious  integrity  of  his 
heart,  boldly  faces  great  and  immediate  danger, 
and  infpires  all  around  him  with  the  like  magna¬ 
nimity.  But,  how  little  does  every  human  exam¬ 
ple  appear,  compared  with  him  who  leads  the  ar¬ 
mies  of  the  faints;  with  him  who  conflicted  with 
the  powers  of  darknefs ;  with  him  who  gave  his 
life  a  ranfom ;  who,  by  his  own  power,  rofe  from 
the  bed  of  death ;  who  triumphantly  entered  into 
everlafting  glory  ;  and  who  is  conducting  his  fol¬ 
lowers  in  fafety  thither,  through  all  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  which  furround  them!  What  encour- 
words  are  thefe,  j Be  of good  cheer ,  I  have  over - 
come  the  world.  Becaufe  I  live  y  ye 'fall  live  alfo.  Hear 
how  he  animates  them  from  his  celeftial  throne;  To 
him  that  over comeih,  will  I  grant  to  fit  with  me  on  my 
throne ,  even  as  I  alfo  overcame ?  and  am  fat  down  with 
my  Father  on  his  throne.  Believers,  your  leader  is  great 
and  fuccefsful;  you  fight  under  the  banner  of  the 
crofs;  the  motto  is  love;  be  not  afraid,  how  fieri! 
appearance  foever  your  enemies  may  aiTume;  for. 
In  the  lafl  place.  You  are  lure  of  victory  in  the 
end.  I  he  profpeCt  of  fuccefs  tends  greatly  tq 
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encourage  in  any  undertaking;  but  in  no  earthly 
thing  have  you  the  fame  aifurance,  as  in  your  fpi- 
rituai  warfare.  You  have  the  word  of  truth  that 
you  fhall  prove  victorious.  You  are  compared  a- 
bout  with  a  great  cloud  of  witneffes  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  world  till  this  day,  who  all  declare  that 
they  have  been  more  than  conquerors  through  him 
that  loved  them .  Your  enemies  are  already  fubdu- 
ed  io  far  as  that  they  can  never  recover  dominion 
over  you.  Injure  you  they  will,  but  cannot  pre¬ 
vail  ;  make  opposition  they  will,  but  it  is  ineffec¬ 
tual.  Jefus  Chrift  by  his  blood  has  atoned  for 
your  guilt;  by  his  grace  he  purifies  your  hearts ; 
and  he  hath  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers y  made 
a  Jlew  of  them  openly ,  triumphing  over  them  /  yea,  he 
hath  entered  into  heaven  itfelf  now  to  appear  in  the 
prefence  of  God  for  you.  Should  not  this  confidera- 
tion  encourage  and  animate  you  ?  He  is  a  coward, 
indeed,  who  will  not  fight  when  fure  of  fuccefs  5 
he  has  not  the  fpirit  of  a  man,  who  will  not  with- 
fland  the  fhock  with  victory  in  his  view* 


Let  us  remember  at  the  fame  time,  that  though 
the  enemies  are  conquered,  yet  our  own  exertions 
are  neceffary.  In  the  Chriftian  warfare  we  are 
confidered  as  rational  creatures,  and  as  free  agents. 
Dependance  on  divine  firength,  and  endeavors  of 
pur  own  are  perfectly  confident.  If  we  fit  down 
in  negligence  and  inaction,  we  need  not  hope  for 
victory.  There  are  two  extremes  in  this  cafe, 
Irorn  one  or  other  of  which  we  are  in  danger. 
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The  one  is  the  negledt  of  due  watchfulnefs,  and 
the  attendance  upon  appointed  means,  thinking 
that  God  will  do  all  for  us ;  the  other  is  a  two  great 
confidence  in  our  own  ftrength,  and  not  relying 
on  the  ftrength  of  the  Almighty.  What  God 
hath  joined  let  us  not  put  afunder.  Look  around 
you  and  fee  the  connexion  eftablifhed  between  the 
means  and  the  end ;  fee  that  the  means  are  neceffary 
to  attain  the  end;  and  that  thefe  are  not  fuccefs- 
ful  without  the  divine  bleffing.  Believe  that  you 
mu  ft  work  out  your  own  falvatiin  with  fear  and 
trembling;  and  that  God  mu  ft  work  in  youy  both  to 
will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure ,  otherwife  you 
work  in  vain. 

s 

Thefe  motives  furely  are  enough  to  keep  you 
from  difpondency,  and  to  animate  you  againft  all 
your  enemies.  Your  caufe  is  good,  and  infinitely 
important.  You  contend  in  the  prefence  of  God 
and  the  holy  angels;  and  under  the  banner  of 
Jefus  Ohrid,  who  will  lead  you  to  glory  and  to  vic¬ 
tory. 

/ 

Allow  me,  on  this  fubjecft,  to  expoftulate  a  little 
with  you,  my  friends,  who  have  never  engaged  in 
the  Chriftian  warfare.  Think,  for  a  moment,  on 
the  condition  in  which  you  are,  and  the  awful  con¬ 
fluences  of  it.  You  ferve  the  devil  and  your 
own  wicked  lufts,  Thefe  have  dominion  over 
you,  and  will  lead  you  to  inevitable  ruin.  You 
cannot  now  fully  reconcile  yourfelves  to  the  fer-* 
vice.  There  is  that  within  you  which  tells  you* 
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that  you  are  guilty,  and  expofed  to  the  difple&* 
fure  of  your  Maker  and  Judge;  but  ftill  you  have 
neither  will  nor  refolution  to  aficrt  your  liberty* 

'The  wages  of  fin  is  death .  It  now  flatters  and  de¬ 
ceives  you;  it  is,  in  the  mean  time,  binding  you 
fail,  and  you  will,  at  length,  be  caft  into  utter  dark- 
nefs,  where  is  weeping  and  gnajhing  of  teeth.  The 
Lord  Jefus  (hall  prove  fuccefsful  over  fatan  and 
all  who  take  pare  with  him.  You  have  joined 
the  weakeft  fide.  All  enemies  fliali  be  put  under 
his  feet.  Hear  that  dreadful  lenience  which  he 
will  pronounce  upon  impenitent  finners  of  our 
race,  when  he  comes  to  judge  the  world  in  righte- 
oufnefs;  Depart  from  meyye  curfed ,  into  everlafiing 
fire3  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels .  If  you  now 
join  on  the  fide  of  thofe  rebellious  fpirits,  you  muft 
expedt  to  thare  in  their  punifhment. 

My  friends,  there  is  yet  hope.  There  is  a  trea¬ 
ty  of  reconciliation  carrying  on.  Delay  not  to' 
throw  down  the  weapons  of  your  rebellion.  Flee 
from  the  camp  of  fatan.  Come  in-lift  under  the 
banner  of  Chrifh  He  will  reward  you  with  glory, 
honor,  and  immortality.  In  juftice  he  might  have 
refufed,  before  now,  to  liften  to  any  propofals  of 
peace  but  he  is  long-fuffering  and  patient.  Come., 
and  what  is  part  (hall  be  forgotten.  He  will  take 
away  all  iniquity ,  and  receive  you  gracioujly. 

Are  there  any  here  who  formerly  feemed  to  en¬ 
gage  in  the  Chriftian  warfare,  and  have  returned 
again  to  the  fervice  of  fin?  What  has  been  ths 
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rcafbn  of  this  conduct?  Did  you  meet  with  diffi¬ 
culties  which  deterred  you?  Or,  were  the  tempta¬ 
tions  of  fatan  and  the  world  too  powerful  for  you? 
You  have  forfeited  the  name  of  foldiers.  You  arc 
cowards  and  deferters.  Go,  ye  difpirked  men, 
we  would  not  fight  in  fuch  company.  Separate 
you  from  the  camp  of  Ifrael,  that  we  may  know 
who  are  oqr  enemies.  Or,  rather,  let  me  call  up-* 
on  you,  my  deluded  friends,  to  return  while  mercy 
is  offered.  Return  and  difgrace  the  canfe  no  more. 
Return  and  retrieve  the  honors  you  have  loft.— * 
Quit  yourf elves  like  meny  and  fight. 

My  believing  brethren,  to  whom  this  fiibjesft:  is 
more  particularly  addreffed,  you  have  heard  the 
enemies  with  which  you  have  to  contend ;  the  du¬ 
ties  to  which  you  are  called;  and  lome  motives  to 
encourage  and  animate  you.  Why  fhould  any  of 
you  fear?  May  not  each  of  you,  under  difficulties* 
fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  IV by  art  thou  caft  down,  O  my 
foul?  and  why  art  thou  dij  quieted  within  me?  hope  in 
God :  for  1 floall  yet  praifie  him ,  who  is  the  health  of  my 
countenance ,  and  my  God .  Or,  may  you  not  adopt 
his  more  confident  language,  and  fay,  The  Lord  is 
my  light ,  and  my  fialvation  *  whom  filoall  1 fear ?  The' 
Lord  is  the  Jlrength  of  my  life ;  of  whom  flail  I  be  a~ 
f  raid  ?  Though  an  hofi  JJoould  encamp  again fl  me,  my 
heart  /hall  not  fear :  though  war  fhould  rife  againjl  met 
in  this  will  I  be  confident .  It  may  be  but  a  firuggle 
or  two  more,  and  the  warfare  is  finiffied.  After 
croiiing  the  Alpine  hills,  would  you  now  lit  dowB 


334 


LINN; 

in  inglorious  cafe?  After  fo  many  vidories  alrea¬ 
dy  obtained,  and  when  the  enemies  fly  before  you, 
would  you  lofe  the  caufe  for  ever?  No,  if  you  have 
the  fpirit  of  men — ii  you  would  not  fubmit  to  the 
galling  yoke  of  fin  and  fatan — if  you  would  not 
iuffer  the  reproaches  of  your  own  confciences,  and 
the  cruel  fcorfs  and  infults  of  tormented  ghofts  in 
their  dungeons  of  eternal  darknefs — if  you  regard 
the  glory  of  the  great  God — the  love  of  a  dying 
Saviour,  and  the  inconceivable  joys  of  heaven, 
yield  not  to  the  power  of  your  enemies.  Watch  ye, 
fiandfaji  m  the  faith,  quit  you  like  men — -he  Jlrong. 


SERMON  LVIII. 


The  VALUE  op  the  SOUL. 

b  y 

JOHN  RODGERS ,  D.  D. 

One  of  the  Miniflers  of  the  United  Prefbyterian  Churches,  New* 

York, 


Mat  THEW  XVI.  26- 

For  what  is  a  man  profited,  if  he  frail  gain  the  whole 
world,  and  lofe  his  own  foul?  or,  what  Jhall  a  man 
give  in  exchange  for  his  foul  ? 

r  I  '  H  E  candor  with  which  our  Lord  treats  his 
difciples  upon  all  occafions,  is  a  high  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  fincerity,  and  no  inconfiderable  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  divinity  of  his  million.  He  not  only 
tells  them  what  they  have  to  hope  for,  but  what 
they  have  to  fear,  if  they  would  be  his  fmcere  fol¬ 
lowers.  He  liates  the  terms  of  their  difciplefliip 
to  them  witn  great  fincerity,  whenever  a  favorable 
opportunity  offers ;  nor  does  he  on  any  occafion 
flatter  their  vanity. 

An  inflance  oi  this  we  have  in  the  verfe  but  one 
that  precedes  our  text :  Then  faid  Jefas  to  his  dif  - 
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dpki*  if -my  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
bimfdf  and  take  up  his  crofs  and  follow  me.  The 
neceffijy,  however,  of  being  his  difciples,  hard  as 
tnere  terms  may  appear  to  a  fee u re  and  profane 
world,  is  urged  in  the  next  verfe,  from  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  neglecting  the  duty,  and  the  benefits  arifing 
from  a  compliance  therewith.  For  whofoever  zvill 
Jarae  bis  life  fall  lofe  it  •  and  whofoever  will  lofe  his 
'life  for  my  fake  fall  find  it. 

-  5"  ~  *  ■  \  r-  ^  f  V  ’  .  T  T  V  .  ^  .  ./* 

Fhk  lame  duty  is  recommended  and  enforced 
in  the  words  of  our  text,  from  the  nature  of  the 
lofs  foftatned  by  thofe  who  do  not  thus  deny  theiri- 
felves  for  Clirift,  take  up  the  crofs  and  follow  him. 

For  what  is  a  man  profited y  if  he  fall  gain  the  whole 
world,  and  lofe  his  own  foul  f  ory  what  fall  a  man  give 
m  exchange  for  his  foul  f 

You  will  eafily  perceive,  my  brethren,  our 
Lord  s  argument  in  the  text,  to  induce  us  to  be  his 
difciples,  is  founded  on  the  ineftimable  value  of 
the  foul.  It  is  of  more  worth  than  a  whole  world. 
To  gain  a  world  and  lofe  a  foul,  is  to  fuftain  an 
irreparable  lofs  ;  for  what  fall  a  man  give  in  ex- 
c“'  ^nge  for  his  foul?  The.  mode  of  our  Lord’s  ex- 
preffion  evidently  implies,  there  is  nothing  that 
can  be  given  in  exchange  for  a  ioft  foul ;  and  the 
reafon  is  obvious,  becaufe  there  is  nothing  in  ali 
the  world  that  equals  our  precious  foul  in  value; 
bo,  nor  all  our  world  out  together,  for  what  is  a 
man  projiied  if  he  fall  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
lofe  his  own  foul . 
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Our  Lord,  fuppofes,  in  the  text*  for  the  fake  of 
illuftration,  what,  indeed,  has  never  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  any  one  man;  that  could  he  poffefs  the  whole 
World,  its  whole  fovereignty  and  wealth,  its  whole 
honors  and  enjoyments  of  every  nature,  and  that 
to  the  higheft  degree  poffible,  they  would  be  a  vain 

purchafe  at  the  expence  of  his  fouL 

♦  •  .  .  - 

What  then  muft  be  the  folly  of  thofe  who  fell 
their  fouls  for  fo  fmall  a  fhare  of  any  of  thel'e? — - 
Who  fell  them  for  a  thing  of  nought! 

What  Jh all  it  profit  a  man 3  if  he  /ball  gain  the  whole 
world  and  lofe  bis  own  foul  ?  Or,  zvhat  Jhall  a  man  give 
in  exchange for  his  foul ? 

What  I  propofe  from  the  words,  by  the  aids  of 
tho  Spirit  of  Grace,  is, 

I.  Confider  the  value  of  the  foul  in  a  few  partis 
culars. 

±  J  '  »  •  *  -a  s.  > 

Jh 

II.  The  nature  of  the  lofs  fuflained  by  thofe, 
who  lofe  their  precious  foul. 

III.  The  danger  of  loling  it. 

Let  us  inquire, 

I.  Wherein  does  the  value  of  this  precious  foul 
appear? 

By  the  foul  I  mean,  that  rational  and  immate¬ 
rial  principle  that  is  in  each  of  us,  by  which  we 
are  diftinguilhed  from  the  brutes  that  perilh,  and 
Vol.  III.  T  2 
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become  wifer  than  the  fowls  of  heaven.  This  foul 
is  the  offspring-of  God;-  PI  very  foul  of  the  human 
race  receives  its,  being  immediately  from  him, 
without  the  intervention  of  any  laws  whereby  it  is 
propagated.  He  is  in  the  moil  proper  fenfe  of  the 
term, -the  bather  of  our  Spirits'.  ■  It  is  the  obferva- 
tion  of  an  eminent  divine, -that  while  all  other  be- 


council  on  the  creation  of  man.  Thus,  Gen.  i. 
26.  Let  us  make  man .  It  was  not  his  body  that  was 
the  fubjedi  of  this  confultation ;  for  there  are  many 
books  in  the  material  univerfe  as  curious  in  their 
formation,  and;  perhaps*  as  glorious  in  their  nature, 
as  the  body  of  man;  and  which,  therefore,  would 
have  as  jjuftly  merited  the  confultation  of  hea¬ 
ven.  It  was  this  immaterial  and  precious  foul,  as 
united  to  the  body. 


But  to  proceed :  The  high  value  of  this  foul  ap¬ 
pears, 

1.  From  its  nature  and  capacity . 

% 

*  ■  » _  *.  #-  •.  f  . 

I  have  juft  faid  that  it  is  Jpiritual  and  immaterial 
in  its  nature.  It  does  not  coniift  of  fuch  gro fs  and 
material  parts  as  our  bodies  do;  it  is  hereby  raifed 
far  fuperior  to  them,  and  all  the  material  univerfe, 
and  becomes  a  partaker  of  the  fame  kind  of  being 
with  the  angels  of  heaven;  for  they  are  fpirits. — 
IF  bo  maketh  bis  angels  fpirits .  1  ea,  more,  it  is  a 
partaker  of  the  fame  kind  of  being  with  God  him- 
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mfj  for God  is  a  Spirit. ,  This,  •  therefore,  befpeaks 
its  high  dignity  and  ineflimable  value. 

And  from  this  fpirituality  of  its  nature  is  dcriv-- 
ed  its  capacity.  It  is  capable  of  knowing  God; 
ftot,  indeed,  in  a  perfed  manner;  for  fuch  is  the 
infinite  glory  of  the  divine  nature  and  perfections, 
that  he  cannot  be  fully  known  by  any  of  his  crea¬ 
tures.  None  by  Searching  can  find  out  God — none  can 
Jind  out  the  Almighty  unto perfection.  But  the  foul  of 
man  is  capable  of  knowing  fomething  of  the  na¬ 
ture,  the  character  and  perfections  of  the  Supreme 
-Jehovah — That  Jehovah  from  whom  all  our  hap- 
pinefs,  as  intelligent  creatures,  is  derived,  whofe 
favor  is  life ,  and  his  loving-kindnefs  better  than 

■life.  i  ni  •:  ’  ' 

■  This  rational  foul  is  alfo  capable  of  knowing 
God’s  works — the  fun,  the  moon,  and  the  flats; 
•which  his  fingers  have  framed.  It  is  capable  of 
knowing  the  various  ranks  of  creatures  in  theif  fe- 
vcral  gradations-—"  Down  from  infinite  to  thee, 
“  from  thee  to-' nothing,”  Many  of  thefe  if  has 
ranged  into  clafles,  and  gone  far  in  explaining  their 
nature  and  their  laws;  And  O  the  wonders  of 

,  ; :  i r  i  -  .  ;  ‘  . 

'vyifdom,  power,  and  goodnefs  it  has  difeovered  in 
them!  The  works  of  God,  both  in  ctcanonand 

p ■-  ”  i  . if  not  Oia 

providence  are  among  thofe  mirrors  in  which  we 
behold  the  glory  of  the  divine  perfections. 

JFor  the  invifible  things  of  him,  from  the  creation  of 
the  world,  are  clearly  feen,  being  nnderjlood  by  the  things 
ghat- are  made ,  even  bis  eternal  po  wer  and  Godhead . 
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rhe  havens  declare  the  glory  of  God,  and  the'firmad 
ment  Jheweth'his-bandy-Work.  Day  Unto  day  utterelb 
Speech,  and  night,  unto  night  Jheweib  knowledge.-  But 
it  is  this  rational  foul  that  enables  us  to  fee  this 
glory,  and  render,  the  honor  of  it  to  the, great  God, 

This  foul  of  ours  isithat  alfo  which  confutes 
us  Che  fubjefts  of  mOral  goVCmiriCni.  We  are 
hereby  capacitated  for  knowing  triith  and  error, 
fin  and  duty,  and  for  rendering  a  rational  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  divine  laW.  We  beretty-becotne  ca¬ 
pable  of  rewards  and  puhifhmerife;  in  a  word,  ca¬ 
pable  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  duty,  which  is  due 
from  our  race  to  God,  and  capable  of  all  its  con- 
fequent  happinefs.  And  this  happinefs  is  eternal. 
in  its  duration,  as  well  as  rational  in  its  nature.— <- 
For  tfiefe  fouls  of  which  we  fpeak,  are  in  their'very 
nature  itnniortaL  You  have  heard  that  they  are 
immaterial— they  have  nothing  in  them  that  tends 
to  difiolution — they  fhall  furvive  the  ruins  of  the 
body— furvive  this  world  itfelf,  efpecially  in  its 
prefent  form — bear  date  with  an  unwalling  dura¬ 
tion,  and  etfift  while  God  himfelf  exifts. 

This  is  a  property  of  the  human  foul  of  the 
highefi  moment  to  be  attended  to,  and  which  in- 
llamps  an  infinite  value  upon  it— it  is  immortal. 
When  yonder  fun  fhall  have  grown  dim  with  age 
—when  the  moon  and  rhe  liars  'fhall  enlighten  our 
world  no  more,  thefe  fouls  of  ours  fhall  exift,  and 
flourifh  in  eternal  youth.  From  hence  the  foul 
deliver  it  Capacity  of  enjoying  God,  and  of  being 
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happy  in  his  immediate  prefence  for  ever.  And 
this,  too,  greatly  tends  to  illulkatc  the  ttanfcend*. 
ent  excefleftfet  of  its  nature.  i 

+  •*  ****  '*•  It  |  r>  ♦  f'-sy-  -  f-t  •  l  <+  j,  *  1*  *  \  V  ’■  t 

*-*•*  •  i  v  -  <  *  ^ '  l  x  .  'j:  I  *  *  *\  i  _  {-  •  '*  T  »  'r,W  .  •  '.>  '♦  • 

■  And  furely  “that  mull  be  highly  valuable  which 
is  thus  fpiritud  in  its  nature,  immortal  in  its  dura¬ 
tion,  and  capable  of  fuch-extenfi  ve  knowledge  ufe- 
fulnefs  and  happinefs. 

|  f  ,  *  »  »  |  V  t  (*\  f  '  »  f-  r*  ■+-*■  *  ' 

2.  The  value  oF  the  Tiumah  foul  appears  froni 
the  price  that  was  paid  for  its  redemption .  This  was 
none  other -than  the  blood  of  the  5on  of  God.— 
Forcifmuch  as  we  know  that  we  were  not  redeemed 
with  corruptible  things ,  as  filver  and  gold ,  from  our 
wain  concverfation  received  by  tradition  from  our  fa¬ 
thers,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Chriji,  as  of  a  lamb 
without  blemijh  and  without  f pot.  The  aooftle  calls 
the  price  of  our  redemption  the  blood  of  God.  Feed 
the  •  church  of  God ^  which  he  hath  pur  chafed  with  his 
own  blood \ 

4 

The  perfon  who  flied  this  blood  was  God  afc 
well  as  man.  He  was  that  divine  perfon,  who, 
being  in  toe  form  of  Goa,  thought  it  not  robbery  -to  be 
•'-equal  tvith  God.  There  is  not  a  perfection  of  the 
divine  nature,  however  eliential  to  deity,  or  incontk. 
municahle  to  the  creature,  but  what  belongs  to 
him,  as  well  as  the  Father,  and  to  him  in  the  fame 
-fenfe  with  the  Father.  This  is  he  who  aflumed 
our  nature  into  a  perfonal  union  with  his  divine. 
How  glorious  the  fight !  Deity  and  humanity  con¬ 
joined  in  one  myflerious  perfon,  and  yet  fo  as  to 
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preferve  each  nature  d  iftincl  from  the  other.  This 
■was  he  who  fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs  for  us,  by  a 
li  fe  of  the  moft  perfect  obedience  to  the  precepts 
of  the  law.  This  was  the  perfon  who  hath  redeem¬ 
ed  us  to  God  by  his  blood.  And  did  our  time  ad¬ 
mit  of  confidering  here  the  nature  of  thofe  fuffer- 
ings  our  Lord  endured  previous  to  his  death,  and 
in  dying  on  the  accurfed .  crofs  for  us,  it  would 
greatly  tend  to  enhance  the  value  of  this  price  in 
our  eftimation. 

4.  .  \  —  -  .  . ;  * 

i**  ■<'.'•>  *  *  A 

I  {hall  only  obferve,  at  prefent,  that  they  include 
all  the  agonies  of  Gethfemane— all  the  infults  he 
endured  from  thence  to  Mount  Calvary,  and  all 
the  exquifite  anguifh  of  the  crofs,  until  he  cried, 
li  isfinijhed ,  and  gave  up  the  ghoft.  But  all  this, 
mv  brethren,  ferves  to  illuftrate  the  high  value  God 
fets  upon  that  foul  which  he  hath  redeemed  at  io 
expenfive  a  rate.  Would  God  give  the  Son  of  his 
love  to  all  that  ignominy,  fullering  and  death,  to 
redeem  a  thing  of  nought?  Verily  no. 

'  '  - 

3.  ‘The  difphy.  of  the  perfeSttons  of  God ,  exhibited  in 
the-  plan  of  having  loft  fouls,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  tends 
greatly  to  illuftrate  the  value  he  puts  upon  them. 
This  plan  was  laid  from  all  eternity.  Then  it  was 
the  (acred  Three  concerted  and  covenanted  with 
each  other  refpefting  this  important  bufinefs.and 
each  perfon  in  the  adorable  Trinity  took  his  part 
in  the  divine  deiign,  and  engaged  for  its  execution 
tin  the- ful  nefs  of  time.  ; 
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Thus  it  was,  God  loved  us  with  an  everlafting 
love.  1  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlafting  love; 
therefore ,  with  loving-kin  dnefs  have  I  drawn  thee . — 
But  what  was  it  they  deliberated  upon?  Whether 
they  would  fave  loft  linners?  No,  this  was  graci- 
oully  fixed.  It  was  the  way,  the  manner  of  doing 
it,  fo  as  to  fecure  the  honor  of  God’s  moral  go¬ 
vernment,  and  exhibit  the  glories  of  the  divine 
character  in  a  proper  point  of  light.  The  propos¬ 
als  of  mercy  and  claims  of  juftice  would  fecm  to 
oppofe  each  other. 

Mercy  was  inclined  to  fave  the  linner,  while 

juftice  inlifted  upon  his  death,  as  the  proper  de- 

* 

merit  of  his  fin. 

4  •  *•  •  -  i  »  '  *  * 

Holinefs  too  had  its  claim  upon  the  {Inner,  and 
abfolutely  forbad  his  falvation,  unlefs  conformed 
to  the  divine  image;  while  truth  infilled  upon  the 
execution  of  the  threatening  of  the  law  on  the 
tranfgreflbr.  But  in  the  plan  of  faving  men  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  all  thefe  feveral  claims  arc  anfwered, 
and  glorioufly  harmonize.  God  can  now  be  jujit 
and  the  juft  ificr  of  him  ivho  believe  th  in  JeJ’us. 

The  mercy  of  God  is  illuftrated  in  that  the  {in¬ 
ner  is  faved.  The  juftice  of  God,  in  the  fatisfac- 
tion  made  by  Chrift’s  obedience  to  the  precepts  of 
the  law,  and  his  fuffering  its  penal  faneftion,  in  the 
manner  you  have  juft  heard,  as  the  finner’s  furety. 
His  holinefs ,  not  only  by  the  obedience  of  our 
Lord’s  life,  which,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  brkhteft 
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difplays  ever  made  of  itj  but  ajfb  by  that  purity 
of  heart  and  manners,  to  which  this  plan  of  falva- 
tien  recovers  us,  by  the  agency  of  the  fpirit  of 
grace.  His  truth  is  ill  nitrated,  by  the  full  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  threatening?  of  the  law,  ip  all  thei? 
dread  extent,  though  not  on  the  finner’s  own  per- 
fon,  yet  on  the  perfon  of  his  furety  i  and  his  faith - 
fulnefs  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  promifes  to  the  di¬ 
vine  Mediator,  and  to  every  true  believer  in  and 
through  him ;  while  the  zvijdm  of  God  fhines  with 
diftinguilhed  luftre,  in  concerting  and  executing 
a  plan  that  unites  all  thefe  Jeemingly  jarring  inte- 
refts;  a  plan  that  fo  fully  provides  for  fecuring 
and  illuftrating  the  divine  honor>  and  the  faving 
of  loft  men.  Thus,  mercy  and  truth  are  met  togeth - 
ay  righteoufnefs  and  peace  have  kijfed  each  other. 

-  f  vV  f  It  -  m  . 

4  .  i  A  ■'  i  l  .  '  i  -  <  •  v 

From  this  brief  fketch  you  fee  what  a  mirror  of 

*  t 

divine  glory  the  plan  of  our  falvation  through  Jefus, 
Chrift,  is.  Here,  we  all  with  open  face  behold>  as  in 
$  glafs>  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  Here,  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  florae  s  in  the  face  ofjefus 
Chrifl.  .But  what  is  all  this  about?  Whofe  falva¬ 
tion  are  the  three  perfons  of  the  adorable  Trinity 
thus  planning  and  executing?  That  of  fallen  an¬ 
gels?  No;  that  of  human  fouls.  It  is  their  lalva- 
tion  which  exhibits  this  glorious  difplay  of  the  di¬ 
vine  perfections  and  character.  And  Q,  in  what 
an  important  point  of  light  does  this  let  this  foul 
of  man!  How  ineftimable  its  value,  about  whofe 
falvation  not  only  every  perfon  in  the  Tnrnty*  but 
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every  attribute  of  the  divine  nature,  is  thus,  feme 
how  or  other,  employed,  and  in  and  by  which  it  is 
glorified! 

4.  The  provifion  God  has  made  for  the  recovery  of 
this  foul  to  bis  image ,  and  a  capacity  of  enjoying  him  aS 
his  port  ion y  is  a  further  evidence  of  its  high  value* 
He  has  given  us  the  facred  fcriptures,  as  a  rule 
both  of  faith  and  manners.  We  are  here  taught 
all  that  is  necefiary  for  us  to  know  and  believe* 
to  the  faving  of  our  fouls.  We  are  here  taught 
the  whole  compafs  of  our  duty  to  God,  our  neighbor 
and  ourfelves.  Taught,  that  denying  ungodlinefs  and 
worldly  luJlSy  we  Jhotild  live  foberly,  rigbteouJly%  and 
godly  in  this prefent  world .  Thus,  all feripture  being 
given  by  infpiration  of  God%  is  projit  able  for  do&rine * 
for  reproof  for  corre  &  ion ,  for  injtruffion  in  right  eon f 
nefs ;  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfectly  thoroughly 
furnijhed  unto  every  good  work .  And  in  this  refpeft* 
among  others,  the  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfedfy  convert - 
ing  the  foul;  the  tejlimony  of  the  Lord  is  furey  making 
wife  the f  tuple.  And  you  will  pleafe  carefully  to  oh-. 
ferve  here,  that  the  truths  contained  in  the  facred 
fcriptures,  are  the  great  means chofen  and  appoint-* 
ed  by  God  for  effecting  our  perfonal  holinefs.  To 
this  accords  our  Lord's  prayer  for  his  difciples.— 
Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth;  thy  zvord  is  truth. 

It  is  for  the  fame  end  the  ordinances  of  the  gof-  T 
pel  are  infiituted.  This  is  one  great  end  of  the 
iabbath,  and  all  its  appointments.  It  is,  that  we 
may,  by  thefc,  hold  an  intercourfe  with  God  while 
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in  this  life,  and  thus  be  trained  up  for  holding  the 
molt  delightful  communion  with  him  in  glory.— 
We  read,  that  faith  cometh  by  hearing, ,  and  hearing  by 
the  word  of  God.  That  faith  by  which  our  hearts 
are  purified,  made  like  God,  and  we  trained  up  to 
a  meetnefs  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light. 
For  the  fame  gracious  purpofe  has  God  appoint- 
ed  the  gofpel-miniftry,  which  is  reprefented  by  the 
apoftle,  as  among  the  riche  ft  of  our  Lord’s  af- 
cen  lion- gifts.  When  he  afe ended  up  on  high ,  he  led 
captivity  captive ,  and  gave  gifts  unto  men.  And  he 
gave  fome  apoftle  s>  and  feme  prophets  y  and fome  evange - 
lifts,  and  fome  pa  Hoys  and  teachers  ;  for  the  perfecting 
of  the  faints,  for  the  work  of  the  mini  fry ,  for  the  edi¬ 
fying  of  the  body  of  Ch rift :  till  we  all  come  in  the  unity 
of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God ,  un¬ 
to  a  perfect  man ;  unto  the  me  af ure  of  the  Jlature  of  the 
fulnefs  of  Chrift .  But  I  muft  not  omit  adding  here* 
that  as  all  thefe  were  but  means,  and,  therefore* 
could  not  effeCt  any  thing  in  themfelves,  God  has 
provided  the  holy  fpirit  for  rendering  them  effect¬ 
ual.  This  is  the  part  he  aflumed  in  the  plan  of 
our  redemption.  Hence  he  is  ftyled  the  Spirit  of 
Holinefs ;  and  we  are  faid  to  b t  faved  by  the  wajbing 
qf  regeneration  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghojl ,  which 
he  fhed  on  us  abundantly  through  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Sa¬ 
viour;  and  this  great  work  is  elfewhere  ftyled,  the 
SanChjication  of  the  Spirit ,  becaufe  of  his  agency  in 
effecting  it.  But  O !  the  rich  variety  of  influences 
the  fpirit  ftieds  on  his  people,  for  this  purpofe,  and 
the  rich  variety  of  graces  he  forms  in  them!  But 
does  not  all  this  befbeak  the  value  of  the  foul,  lor 
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whofe  fandlification  and  happinefs  this  glorious 
provifion  is  made?  Yes,  furely. 

5 .  The  nature  of  that  happinefs  which  God  has  provided 
for  the  human  foul  beyond  the  grave  befpeaks  its  high 
value.  It  is  a  happinefs  derived  from  the  imme¬ 
diate  prefence  and  enjoyment  ofhimfelf;  a  hap¬ 
pinefs  that  flows  from  the  moll  clear,  diftinguifn- 
ing  and  enlarged  views  of  the  perfections,  the  cha¬ 
racter,  the  government,  and  Chrift  of  God.  There 
we  JJjall  no  more fee ,  as  through  a  glafs,  darkly ,  but  face 
to  face  ;  we  fhall  no  longer  know  in  party  but  we  fhall 
know  even  as  alfo  we  are  known . 

The  preciflon  and  extent  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  in  glory  is  exprefled. 
Rev.  xxii.  4.  by  feeing  God's  face .  And  they  fhall 
fee  bis  face. 

It  is  a  happinefs  that  arifcs  from  the  mofl  per- 
fedl  conformity  to  God,  in  point  of  moral  purity. 
The  fpirits  of  juft  men  are,  in  that  date,  made  li¬ 
terally  perfedt;  holy  as  God,  who  hath  called  them, 
is  holy.  That  which  is  in  part  is  for  ever  done 
away,  and  that  which  is  perfect:  is  now  come. 

This  knowledge  of  God  and  conformity  to  him 
are  the  fources  of  that  enjoyment  of  him  which 
confummates  the  happinefs  of  the  redeemed  of 
the  Lord.  For  there,  in  that  world, — in  that  blef- 
fed  ftate,  God  himf elf  will  dwell  with  theniy  and  they 
fhall  be  his  people ,  and  God  himf  elf fhall  be  with  them% 
their  God .  So  the  words  lie  in  the  original.  Rev. 
xxi.  3.  (i.  e.)  God  himf  elf  will  be  zvith  theniy  exhibit¬ 
ing  and  manife fling  himf  elf  unto  theniy  as  their  fupreme 
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blejjednefs;  in  all  the  ways  that  the  Jeveral  powers  of 
the  foul,  now  arrived  at  the  fulleft  maturity ,  both  in  a 

natural  and  moral  view,  can  poffibly  receive  or  enjoy 
him. 

T  his  is  that  happincfs  which  Chrift  has  purchaf- 
ed  for  us;  and  which  he  has  prepared  and  taken 
pofteffion  of  in  the  name  of  his  people.  Whither 
the  forerunner  has  for  us  entered,  even  Jefiis,  made  an 
bigb-p  neft  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  Me  Ichizedec. 

Thus  it  appears  to  be  a  happinefs  that  is  deriv¬ 
ed  to  us  from  God  through  Chrifi ,  and  w'hich  is  en¬ 
joyed  in  the  fame  heaven  of  glory  he  inhabits. — ■■ 
One  of  his  lad  petitions  for  his  people  w  as,  Father, 
I  will  that  they  afo  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  with 
me  where  1  am ;  that  they  may  behold  my  glory,  which 
thou  haft  given  me .  And  him  the  Father  always 
heareth. 

Once  more,  it  is  a  happinefs  of  the  fame  kind 
with  that  which  the  human  nature  of  our  Lord 
himfelf  enjoys.  The  redeemed  of  the  Lord  be¬ 
come  at  I  a  ft,  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Chrift , 
prom  all  which  it  appears  to  be  a  moil  perfect and 
an  everlafiing  happinefs — a  happinefs  equal  to  our 
higheft  capacity  of  enjoying,  and  that  for  ever. — 
But  all  this  befpeaks  the  value  of  the  loul,  which 
is  capable  of  this  happinefs,  and  for  which  it  is 
prepared  at  fo  expenfive  a  rate,  by  a  wife  and  a 
gracious  God. 

6.  fbe  reward  God  promifes  and  confers  upon  fuch 
@s  win  fouls  to  Chrift \  befpeaks  their  high  value*—* 
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They,  who  are  brought  home  to  God,  (hall  be  a 
crown  of  glory,  and  a  fruitful  fource  ot  confolation, 
in  the  day  of  Chrifi,  to  thofe  who  have  been  the 
means  of  their  converfion.  For  what,  faith  the 
apoftle,  is  our  hope ,  or  joy,  or  crown  of  rejoicing?  Are 
not  even  ye  in  the  prefence  of  our  Lord  Jejus  Chrijl  at 
his  coming?  For  ye  are  our  glory  and  joy. 

It  requires  no  fhnall  fhareofwifdom  and  fagacL 
ty  to  difcharge  this  great  truft  aright;  for  he  that 
winncih fouls  is  wife .  But  for  their  encouragement 
God  promifes,  That  they  that  be  wife  f sail  fine  as 
the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament ,  and  they  that  turn  ma¬ 
ny  to  right eoufnefs  as  the  fiars  for  ever  and  ever .  Many 
and  great  are  the  difficulties  which  lie  in  the  way 
of  the  faithful  minifter’s  proper  difcharge  of  his  of¬ 
fice;  but  thefe  rewards  are  hung  up  before  him  as 
a  prize  at  the  end  of  his  courfe,  to  encourage  him 
to  diligence — to  zeal,  and  to  faithfulnefs  in  his 
work.  And  even,  though  Ifrael  be  not  gathered ,  yet 
fall  he  be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord.  But  fu  re¬ 
ly  God  would  not  lb  highly  encourage  the  taking 
pains  to  fave  fouls,  and  thus  reward,  them ,  even 
when  they  may  prove  unfuccefsful,  unlcfs  thefe 
fouls  were  of  infinite  value  in  his  fight. 

7 .  The  joy  which  the  converfion  of  a  foul  to  God  oc~ 
cafons  in  heaven ,  is  no  inconfderable  evidence  of  its 
high  worth  in  their  eftimation. 

Our  Lord  exprefsly  allures  us,  Luke  xv.  7,  That 
there  ts  joy  in  heaven  over  one  firmer  that  repenteth. — 
And  lo  important  is  this  truth,  and  fo  worthy  of 
our  attention,  that  it  is  repeated  verfe  iq,  Like* 
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wife,  I  fay  unto  you,  there  is  joy  in  the  prefence  of  the 
migels  of  God  over  one  finner  that  repenieth.  And  to 
iiluftrate  andconfirm  this  interefting  truth,hegives 
ns  the  inftru drive  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  in  the 
fubfequent  part  of  the  chapter.  The  joy  of  the  father 
on  the  return  of  his  fon,  which  concludes  the  par¬ 
able,  is  beautifully  illuftrative  of  the  divine  and 
heart- felt  pleafure,  which  the  finner’s  return  to 
God  through  Chrift  fpreads  through  the  whole 
heavenly  world — angels  and  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfect. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  converfion  of  fouls  is 
matter  of  chagrin  and  mortification  to  the  hofts  of 
hell.  And  to  this,  as  its  true  fource,  are  we  to  a- 
fcribe  thofe  many  and  cruel  perfecutions,  of  one 
kind  and  another,  that  have  been  raifed  againft 
the  faithful  minifters  of  jefus,  in  the  different  ages 
of  the  church. —Whatever  may  be  pretended,  it 
is  becaufe  they  are  the  inftruments,  employed  by 
God,  for  refcuing  fouls  from  the  fnare  of  the  de¬ 
ft  royer.  And  this  malignity  of  fatan  againft  them 
is  increafed  by  their  being  fuccefsful  in  this  great 
work. 

Thus  the  joy  of  heaven,  and  the  chagrin  of  hell, 
upon  the  finner 's  converfion  to  God,  unite  in  il- 
luftrating  the  value  of  the  human  loul. 

8.  The  folicitude  and  activity  of  both  worlds ,  heav¬ 
en  and  hell ,  about  the  foul  of  man,  befpeaks  its  high 
worth. 
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The  one  is  engaged  for  its  falvation,  and  the  o- 
ther,  with  all  its  accomplices,  is  intent  upon  its 

ruin. 

Heaven  is  engaged  for  the  falvation  of  the  hu¬ 
man  foul.  Agreeably  hereto,  God  has  laid  a  plan 
for  our  recovery,  as  you  have  already  heard  under 
a  preceding  particular.  The  Father,  Son,  and  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit,  each  one  bears  his  part  therein;  and  this 
plan  has  been  not  only  laid,  but  executed  and  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  facred  oracles,  and  the  great  bleffings 
it  contains  are  daily  applied  to  the  fouls  of  men, 
in  the  adminiflration  of  the  gofpel  and  its  ordi¬ 
nances. 

God  is  in  Chriji  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf 
not  imputing  their  t ref pajjes  unto  them  ;  and  hath  com - 
nutted  unto  us  the  word  of  reconciliation . 

Chrift,  in  his  mediatorial  character,  is  daily  car¬ 
rying  on  the  great  work  of  our  redemption.  Him 

hath  God  exalted  with  his  right  hand ,  to  be  a  Prince 
and  a  Saviour,  for  to  give  repentance  to  If  rati ,  and  for - 
givenefs  off  ns.  Who  is  even  at  the  right  band  of  God, 
w ho  alfo  maketh  inter ceffion for  us. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  continually  employed  in  re¬ 
covering  depraved  men  to  the  divine  li beliefs. ~ 
The  angels  of  heaven  are  alfo  employed  in  the 
fame  blelfed  work.  For,  are  they  not  all  minifiring 
f penis ,  fent  forth  to  minifier  for  them  who  fijall  be  heirs 
of  falvation. 
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Theminifters  of  Chrift  too  are  engaged  in  the 
f'.'-ne  glorious  bufmefs.  They  are  ambaffadors  for 

"•  //,  as  though  God  did  befeech  you  by  us,  we  pray 
y  -  ;  v  Ghriji's  jiead,  be  ye  reconciled  io  God. 

dioas  rriends  have  their  hearts  fet  on  the  fame 
r  eat  aid,  thefalvation  of  the  fouls  of  thofe  who 
are  dear  to  them.  For  this  they  mftruet  them,  acL 
vi(e  them,  pray  for  them,  and  weep  over  them.  In 
a  word,  all  heaven,  and  all  its  allies,  are  employed 
in  the  fame  important  work,  that  of  laving  fouls. 

And  on  the  other  hand,  all  hell  is  hufied  in  de- 
Irroying  precious  fouls.  Hence  the  devil  is  iHled 

r  _ 

our  adverfary.  Be  fober,  be  vigilant ;  becaufe  your 
adverfary,  the  devil,  as  a  roaring  lion ,  walketh  about 
fc  eking  whom  he  may  devour.  His  bufinefs,  his  dai¬ 
ly  employment,  is  to  defeat,  to  the  uimofi  of  his 
power,  the  gracious  dehgns  of  God,  upon  our  loll 
world.  In  this  he  is  aided  by  many  powerful  ac~ 
■com  pi  i  ces.  For  we  wrejVe  not  againji  fiefh  and  blood, 
but  againji  principalities ,  againji  powers,  againji  the 
rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world,  againji  fpiritual 
wickednefs  in  high  places .  Fie  is  alfo  a  ill  lied  by 
thoufands  of  our  degenerate  race,  who  inlift  un¬ 
der  his  banner,  and  powerfully  aid  him  in  all  his 
infernal  defigns,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  I  may  not 
flay  to  enumerate. 

But  why  all  this  folicitude  and  activity  to  fave, 
or  to  deftroy  the  human  foul?  Verily  it  is,  becaufe 
it  is  a  prize  worth  the  contending  for;  a  prize  wor¬ 
thy  the  druggies  of  heaven  and  hell  l  * 


And  are  thefe  the  fouls  that  men  in  general  ef- 
teem  fuch  things  of  nought? — About  the  future 
happinefs  of  which  they  are  fo  perfectly  indiffer¬ 
ent?  What  folly!  Whatmadnefs!  And  are  there 
not  fome  of  you,  my  brethren,  thus  indifferent  a- 
bout  your  fouls?  Wholly  unconcerned  about  what 
becomes  of  them  after  death?  What  fayeft  thou, 

confcience?  And  is  this  rational?  Do  thefe  fouls, 
thefe  precious  fouls  merit  no  more  attention  than 

you  beftow  upon  them?— And  tell  me,  ye  fons  of 
riot  and  profanenefs,  are  your  froien  pleafures,  or 
your  avowed  debaucheries,  a  fufficient  compenfa- 
tion  for  the  lofs  of  your  rational,  immortal  fouls? 
— I  appeal  to  your  underffandings — I  fpeak  as  to 
wife  men,  judge  ve.— I  leave  the  decifion  with 
your  judgment  and  conferences ;  but  remember* 
you  are  to  decide  for  an  eternity.  Amen, 
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Matthew  xvi.  26. 

For  what  is  a  man  profited ,  if  he  Jhall  gain  the  whole 
world ,  and  lofe  his  own  foul?  or>  what  Jhall  a  man 
give  in  exchange  for  his  foul  ? 

*  .  :  1  ;  t  ,  !  .  ’  •  i  !  *  i  '  ;  ’■  :  ;  '*•  $  > 

4  ,  •  '  *  •  '  •  ■>  *  -  .*  «-- •*  .  .  .  J 

WE  have  already  confidered  the  value  of  the 
foul,  in  a  few  particulars4  Let  us  now 
proceed  to  confider, 

II.  The  nature  of  the  lofs  fuftained,  by  thofe 
who  lofe  their  fouls,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  text. 

By  the  lofs  of  the  foul  here,  we  are  not  to  under- 
{land,  its  annihilation,  its  cealing  to  exift,  but  its 
exclufion  from  God,  and  its  baniihment  into  a 
ftate-  of  mifery.  The  lofs  of  which  we  treat,  is 
not  the  lofs  of  existence,  but  the  lofs  of  happinefs; 
and  which,  confidering  the  nature  of  the  foul,  is  a 
much  heavier  lofs  than  even  exiftence  itfelf ;  for  it 
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would  be  better  not  to  be,  than  to  be  in  a  flare  of 
infupportableand  endlefs  rnilery.  And  this  lofs  is, 

1.  An  entire  lofs..  It  is  the  lofs  of  every  thing 
that  can,  in  the  lea  ft,  contribute  to  its  comfort; 

»  ea  it  is  the  lots  ot  the  very  capacity  of  enjoying 
happinefs  in  God,  the  only  ] soluble  fource  of  hap- 
pinefs  to  us,  after  this  world  is  gone.  For  the  per- 
fon  who  lofes  his  foul,  in  the  tanfe  of  my  text,  ta¬ 
les  every  trace  of  moral  goodnefs,  and  is  in  the 
fame  ftate  of  depravity  with  the  devils  themfelves. 
But  how  affecting  a  cafe  this  !'  In  this  world,  when 
a  man  lofes  his  fortune,  he  has  perhaps  his  honor 
left;  if  he  tales  both,  he  may  fliii  have  his  health 
left ;  if  he  lotas  all  thefe,  he  may  yet  have  friends ; 
if  thefe  too  are  tail,  he  may  have  a  God  to  fweeten 
all  the  forrows  of  life.  But  to  lofe  the  foulfis  to 
lofe  all;  to  have  nothing  left,  but  an  exiftence  in 
circumftances  infinitely  worfe  than  non-exiftence; 
and  what  adds  to  the  mifery,  is,  that-— 

* 

2.  It  is  an  irreparable  lofs. 

<  ' ' ■  =  *•  !  -•  '  ~  ■ 

There  are  few  Ioffes  we  fuftain  in  this  life,  but 
may  be  repaired,  in  a  greater  or  iefs  degree.  If  a 
merchant  lofes  by  one  voyage,  he  may  gain  by  an¬ 
other  ;  if  a  farmer  lofes  by  one  crop,  he  may  gain 
by  another ;  if  vve  lofe  one  friend  we  may  get  ano¬ 
ther  ;  and  fo  with  a  variety  of  the  other  bleffings  of 
this  life.  But  the  man  who  lofes  his  foul,  has  no 
pofiible  method  of  repairing  his  lofs,  left.  In  this 
life*  this  mediatorial  hour,  God  is  upon  treating 
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terms  with  us;  but  when  life  is  ended,  and  the 
foul  once  loft,  there  is  no  method  of  repair  ;  the 
treaty  of  peace  is  then  for  ever  broken  off,  and  all 
hope  loft.  From  hence  it  follows,  that  it  is 

3.  An  eternal  lofs. 

The  rnifery  it  entails  fhall  be  commcnfurate 
with  eternity  itfelf.  I  am  not  infenfible,  my  bre¬ 
thren,  that  there  have  been  fome  few,  now  and 
then,  in  different  ages  of  the  church,  who  have 
taught  the  final  reftoration  of  the  whole  human 
race,  to  a  ftate  of  happinefs,  in  fome  period  or  o- 
t’ner  of  their  exiftence ;  and  that  this  fentiment 
has  been  lately  revived  in  our  land. 

Our  time  does  not  admit  of  our  entering  into  a 
particular  confideration  of  this  dodtrine,  fo  un-  j 
•founded  in  feripture,  and  fo  unfriendly  in  its  ten-  ' 
dency,  to  the  interefts  of  piety  and  morality.  I 
fhall  only  make  the  two  following  remarks  upon 
it  at  prefent. 

Firft — That  all  agree,  men  muft  be  made  good, 
before  they  can  be  made  happy.  The  reigning 
power  of  fin,  and  happinefs  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
God  of  unftained  purity,  are,  at  firft  fight,  utterly 
incompatible  with  each  other.  But  how  is  this 
goodnefs  to  be  effedled  after  death  ?  The  friends 
of  univerfal  falvation  fay,  by  the  finner’s  fuftering 
in  the  future  world,  the  punifhment  due  to  his  fins 
in  this.  But  this  takes  for  granted,  what  is  nei¬ 
ther  true,  nor  admitted,  that  punifhment  will  cure 
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moral  evil.  It  would  be  no  difficult  talk  to  ffiew, 
that  this  is  neither  the  nature,  the  defign  nor  the 
tendency  of  fuffenng ;  nor  is  it  in  any  inftance  the 
effeeft,  unlefs  rendered  fo  by  the  fpirit  of  grace. — 
The  benefits  which  at  any  time  arife  from  afflic¬ 
tions,  which  are  readily  admitted,  flow  wholly 
from  this  fource. — ' They  are,  at  bed,  but  the  means 
in  his  hand  for  effecting  thefe  good  purpofes.  If 
punifhmcnt  works  this  good  effedf,  we  mutt  fup- 
pofe,  the  devils  are,  at  lead,  fomething  better  than 
they  were  near  fix  thoufand  years  ago,  when  they 
were  caft  into  the  prifon  of  hell.  13ut  who  fup- 
pefes  they  are?  Or  if  any  do,  what  evidence  have 
they  that  this  is  the  cafe?  You  will  pleafe  alfo  to 
remember  here,  that  while  the  firmer  is  fuffering, 
in  the  future  world,  the  punifhment  due  to  his  fins 
in  this,  he  is  fill!  finning,  in  that  date,  and,  there- 


'  fore,  ftill  becoming  more  depraved — more  unlike 
God,  as  well  as  running  deeper  and  deeper  in  debt 


to  divine  juftice.  He  is,  in  every  view,  getting 
farther  and  farther  from  God  and  true  goodnefs4 
infiead  of  approaching  nearer  to  them. 


I  have  juft  hinted  what  deferves  a  more  particu¬ 
lar  mention,  and  what,  at  the  fame  time,  merits 
your  fpecial  notice— that  the  remedy  God  has  pro¬ 
vided  and  revealed  in  the  gofpel,  for  the  cure  of 
moral  evil,  and  the  recovery  of  the  foul  to  true 

>  goodnefs,  and  the  only  remedy,  is  the  fpirit  of  God. 

^  .1  .  .  • 

You  have  already  heard,  in  a  preceding  dif- 
courfe,  that  this  was  the  interefting  part  he  took 
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in  the  plan  of  our  falvation,  through  a  Mediator; 
and  that  agreeably  to  this,  the  renovation  and  the 
fan&ification  oi  the  human  heart,  are  uniformly 
afcribed  to  him,  and  to  him  alone %  in  the  facred  co¬ 
racles.  To  be  regenerated  is  to  be  born  of  the  fpi- 
rit;  and  the  after-progrefs  of  this  good  work  in 
the  foul,  is  the  fanffification  of  the  fpirit>  becaufe  ef¬ 
fected  by  him.  To  afcribe,  therefore,  this  good 
work  to  the  efficacy  of  fuffering  is  highly  derogato¬ 
ry  from  the  honor  of  the  fpirit,  as  thefpiritof  ho- 
linefs;  it  is  to  afcribe  that  to  inferior  caufes,  that 
can  only  be  effected  by  his  almighty  arm;  and  to 
give  the  glory  to  the  creature,  which  is  due  alone 
to  the  Creator. 

f  ■ , 

The fecond  remark  is,  that  the  declarations  of 
God,  in  his  word,  are  moil  pointed  and  exprefs  a- 
gairtft  the  do&rine  of  an  univerfal  reftoration;  or, 
in  other  words,  they  teach  us,  that  the  mifery  of 
the  wicked  in  the  future  world,  will  be  everlaftim. 
Among  the  numerous  inftances  of  this  kind  1  fhali 
only  mention  the  following. 

Oui  Loid,  in  tnat  brief  but  indrudiuve  account 
of  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,  which  you  have 
in  the  25th  chapter  of  Matthew,  from  the  31ft 
verfe,  introduces  the  judge  as  addreffing  the  righ¬ 
teous  in  the  following  language :  Then  J, hall  the  king 
fay  unto  them  on  his  right  hand,  come ,  ye  blejjcd  of  my 
leather,  inherit  toe  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 

foundation  of  the  world.  And  the  wicked  he  addref- 
fes  in  the  words  that  follow.  Then  fhali  he  fay  alfo 
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unto  them  on  the  left  hand ,  depart  from  me,  ye  curfedt 
into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and 
his  angels.  And  he  concludes  the  whole  account 
thus.  And  thefe  Jhall  go  away  into  everlasting 
punishment,  but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal. 

My  brethren,  it  is  neceffary  you  fhould  be  in¬ 
formed  here,  that  the  words  in  this  laft  verfe,  the 
one  in  the  firft  claufe,  which  teaches  us  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  mifery  of  the  wicked,  and  that  in  the 
laft  claufe,  which  teaches  us  the  duration  of  the 
happinefs  of  the  righteous,  which  all  agree  to  be 
eternal,  are  precifely  the  fame  in  the  original  lan¬ 
guage.  Can  any  then  fuppofe,  the  Saviour,  the 
leading  trait  of  whofe  character,  upon  all  occaftons, 
was  undiffembled  faithfulnefs,  would  ufe  the  fame 
words  in  the  fame  verfe,  in  two  different  fenfes, 
nay,  in  oppofte  fenfes,  on  a  fubjedt  of  fuch  infinite 
moment  to  the  fouls  of  men,  as  the  final  iifue  of 
the  general  judgment,  without  giving  the  ieaft 
hint  of  it?  That  in  the  one  cafe  he  fhouid  mean  a 
limited  time,  and  in  the  other  an  endiefs  eternity, 
and  yet  conceal  thefe  different  meanings  under 
the  veil  of  the  moft  profound  fecrecy  and  fflence? 
How  could  fuch  conduct  be  reconciled  with  com¬ 
mon  honefty  ?  But  this  mint  oe  the  calc,  upon  the 
principles  of  the  friends  of  universal  faivation.— 
For  nothing  can  be  more  exprefis  and  unequivocal 
than  the  declaration  of  our  Lord,  that  the  mitery 
of  the  wicked  (hall  be  of  the  fame  duration  with 
the  happinefs  ot  the  righteous,  and  tnat  both  the 
one  and  the  other  fhaii  be  everlasting. 
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You  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  further,  that  thefe  two 
ftates  are  contrafted  with  each  other  in  the  text 

«  <L  N 

before  us,  and  contrafted  in  this  very  point  of  view, 
as  to  their  duration.  This  appears  from  the  face 
of  the  words,  Tbefe  Jhall go  away  into  everlasting 

punishment,  but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal . 

4  .  /  ' 

_  '  -4 

To  fay  the  nature  of  the  fubjed  fuggefts  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fenfes,  in  which  we  are  to  underftand  the 
original  word  here  ufed,  though  our  Lord  gives 
no  hint  of  it,  is  begging  the  queftion.  This  is  the 
very  thing  that  is  denied,  and  which  has  never  yet 
been  proved. 

'  I  lhall  only  add,  we  are  allured  in  2  TheiTaloni- 
ans  i.  9.  That  the  wicked  Jhall  be  punijhed  with 
£  v  e  r  l  a  s  t  1  n  o  def  nidi  ion from  the  prefence  of  the  Lordt 
tmd  from  the  glory  of  bis  power.  This  is  that  which 
infufes  the  bitter  ingredient,  defpair,  into  the  cup 
of  Jehovah’s  indignation.  No  hope — no  hope- 
no  hope  through  an  endlefs  eternity. 

III.  I  am  to  confider  the  danger  of  thus  lofin? 
tlie  foul. 

This  danger  is  great,  and  arifes  from  various 
fources;  but  all  our  time  admits  of,  at  prefent,  is 
briefly  to  touch  upon  the  few  following. 

1.  11  \\tfiale  in  which  we  are  by  nature . 

The  facred  oracles  uniformily  reprefent  this  as 
a  flate  o  ffpintual  death.  And  you  hath  he  quickened 
who  were  dead  in  trefpajfes  and fins.  Every  foul,  by 

Vol.  IIL  Y  2 
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rcafon  of  fin,  is,  in  a fen/e,  in  a  loft  ftate  already 
that  is,  they  have  loft  the  favor  of  God ;  they  are, 

iy  nature ,  children  of  wrath.  They  have  loft  the 
image  of  God.  Having  the  underfunding  darkened , 
being  alienated  from  the  life  of  God  through  the  igno- 
ranee  that  is  in  them ,  oecaufe  of  the  blindnefs  of  their 
hi  an.  From  tne  former  arifes  the  neceflity  of  be- 
freely  by  God’s  grace,  through  the  redemp¬ 
tion  inat  is  in  Jefus  Chrif ;  and  from  the  latter,  the 
neceflity  or  being  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our  mind. 
Agreeably  to  this,  every  unbelieving  finner  is  re- 
prelented  as  under  an  ctdf  ual  fen tence  of  condemn¬ 
ation  Vo  fuffer  the  pains  of  eternal  fire.  He  that 
bsheveth  not  is  condemned  already ;  becaufe  he  hath  not 
believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God.  He 
that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  everlaflinglife ;  and  he 
that  believeth  not  the  Sonjhall  not  fee  lifey  but  the  wrath 
of  God  abide th  on  him. 

You  will,  therefore,  perceive,  that  it  is  only  for 
finners  to  continue  in  that  ftate,  unpardoned  and 
un  renewed,  and  they  are  inevitably  loft  to  all  eter_ 
nity;  and  the  danger  there  is,  that  they  may  com* 
tinue  in  this  ftate,  appears, 

2.  From  the  many  obdrudHons  that  lie  in  the  fin- 
ner’s  way,  to  a  recovery  to  the  favor  and  image  of 
God.  I  cannot  flay  to  enumerate  thefe,  much  lefs 
to  illuftrate  them  at  large  in  this  place.  I  fhall 
only  mention  the  following.  The  blindnefs  of  the 
human  mind— the  eftrangement  of  the  heart  from 
God;  nay  more,  its  enmity  againft  him— the  uru 
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faithfulnefs  of  the  confcience,  and  the  various  de¬ 
pravity  of  the  affections ;  all  thefe  are  properly  of 
an  internal  nature — they  are  obftriuftions  that  arife 
from  ourfelves.  But  befide  thefe,  fuch  is  the  pow¬ 
er  and  influence  fatan,  the  adverfary  of  our  fouls, 
has  in  obftrucfting  the  iinners  recovery  to  God, 
and  affecting  his  ruin,  that  he  is  ffyled  the  Prince 
of  this  IV rrld.  For  the  prince  of  this  world  cometh  and 
hath  nothing  in  me:  And,  alfo,  the  God  of  this  world. 
In  whom  the  God  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds 
of  them  which  believe  not ,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious 
gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  fhouldfhine 
unto  them.  He  is,  for  his  cunning,  called  the  Old 
Serpent,  and  for  his  malice,  the  Devil  and  Satan. 

hvow  when  you  confider  the  power,  the  cunning, 
the  malice,  and  the  induftry  of  fatan  and  his  ac¬ 
complices,  that  are  continually  employed  m  ruin¬ 
ing  the  fouls  of  men,  the  danger  of  their  being  loft 
is  greatly  heightened. 

Again.  This  world  is  another  fruitful  fource  of 

obftrucftions  in  the  finner’s  way  to  eternal  life. _ 

The  corrupt  opinions  of  the  world — its  vicious  ex¬ 
amples — its  fmiles — its  frowns — its  neceflary  and 
lawful  cares — its  riches — its  honors— its  amufe- 
ments,  with  all  its  various  pleafures,  lawful  and 
unlaw  ful,  all,  all  contribute,  by  reaion  of  our  de¬ 
pravity,  to  heighten  the  finner’s  danger  of  loling 
his  foul.  ' 

3-  This  danger  appears  from  the  many  ways  in 
^nd  by  which  the  foul  may  be  loft.  The  principal 
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of  thefc  are,  ignorance  of  God,  and  of  fpiritual  and 
eternal  things— carnal  fecurity,  and  indifference 
refpecling  the  falvation  of  our  fouls— a  prefuming 
on  the  abfolute  mercy  of  God,  without  proper  re¬ 
gard  had  to  the  atonement  of  Chrifi — hypocrify 
and  formality  in  religion— the  imbibing  offuch  fa  Me 
principles,  as  are  incompatable  with  gofpel-holi- 
nefs,  particularly  the  principles  of  infidelity — the 
negle&ingof  God’s  public  ordinances,  which  never 
fails,  if  perfifted  in,  to  ilfiie  in  the  ruin  of  the  foul 
— procraftination,  or  putting  off  the  bufmefs  of 
our  fouls  to  forne  future  time j  this  is  the  ufual, 
and,  alas1!  too  frequent  bane  of  youth  j  to  which 
we  may  add,  the  many  ways  of  open  profanenefs; 
fuch  as  drunkennefs — uncleannefs  in  all  its  various 


forms — curling  and  profane  fwearing — lying— 

difhonefly  in  dealing  with  each  other — fabbath- 

>  ; 

breaking — contempt  of  God  and  facred  things, 
•with  every  other  fpecies  of  vice;  all  and  each  of 
thefe  may  be  confidered  as  fo  many  different  paths 


which  lead  down  to  the  chambers  of  eternal  death 
—feme  more  fecret,  and  forne  more  open ;  and 
which  ferve  to  iiiuffrate  the  danger  of  lofing  the 
fqu 1 ;  which  danger  is  not  a  little  heightened  by  the 
confideration  of  the  immediate  and  fatal  influence 


forne  of  tnele  things  muff  have,  from  their  very 
nature,  upon  the  ruin  of  the  foul. 

<  r  .  *  J.  <  f  *  '  * 


4.  This  danger  appears,  from  the  great  difficulty 
pf  recovering  the foul  from  all  iheje  evils. 
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Nothing  lefs  can  effedt  it  than  the  almighty  arm 
of  God,  and  to  this  it  is  uniformly  afcribed  in  the 
facred  oracles.  The  bent  of  the  foul,  by  nature, 
is  againft  its  own  recovery,  as  appears  from  the  in¬ 
ternal  obftructions  in  the  way  to  it  already  men¬ 
tioned. 

The  cafe  of  the  (inner  may  be  juftly  compared 
to  that  of  a  perfon  deprived  of  his  reafon,  who  re¬ 
futes  to  ufe  the  means  prefcribed  for  his  recovery, 
however  judicious ;  or  who  counteracts  them  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  power,  or  both.  The  charge  of  our 
Lord  againft  the  Jews  of  old,  is  equally  juft  with 
rdpedt  to  every  unbelieving  (inner  under  the  gof- 
pel.  Te  will  not  come  unto  me  that  ye  may  have  life  m 
And  belides  this;  all  earth  and  all  hell  are  oppofed 
to  the  tinner’s  recovery  to  God,  as  you  have  heard 
in  its  place.  If  ever,  therefore,  it  be  effected,  it 
muft  be  by  the  arm  of  the  lord  god  of  hosts.— 
And  now  put  all  thefe  confiderations  together,  and 
your  felves  being  judges,  is  not  the  danger  of  lof- 
ing  your  precious  fouls  great? 

But  it  is  time,  I  ftiould  finifh  the  fubjedt  by  a 
few  practical  reflections  upon  what  has  been  faid. 
And  you  will  eafily  perceive,  that, 

i.  whether  we  confider  the  value  of  the  foul— 
tnc  nature  of  the  ruin  to  which  it  is  expofed,  or 
ihe  danger  it  is  in  of  falling  into  this  ruin,  all  con- 
fpne  to  teach  us  the  evil  nature  of  fin— that  fin 
which  expoles  this  precious  foul  to  all  this  ruin.—-* 


366  RODGER  s. 

My  brethren,  fin  is  not  that  trifle  men  in  genera! 
eftecm  it.  It  has  iofl  us  the  divine  favor,  and  juflly 
expofed  us  to  the  difpleafure  of  heaven— it  has 
loit  us  the  divine  image,  and  rendered  us  wholly 
unfit  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  God  of  holinefs— it 
is  the  procuring  caufe  of  all  the  numerous  and 
complicated  evils  of  this  life.— For  as  by  one  man  fin 
entered  into  the  world ,  and  death  by  fin  :  Jo  death  pajf. . 
ed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned . 

f  v  .  ,  .  .  . 

"  If  every  individual  of  our  race/'  fays  a  pious 
divine,  <f  that  has  ever  exifted  from  Adam  down  to 
our  day,  were  collected  into  one  mighty  heap, 
and  an  inqueift  held  upon  them,  fin  would  be 
found  to  be  the  murderer."  But  this  is  not  all, 
for  we  are  allured  that  thofe  who  perfift  in  the 
ways  of  fin,  fioall  be  punifhed  with  everlajiing  deftruc - 
t  ion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory 
of  his  power. — Mu  ft  it  not  then  be  an  evil  and  a 
bitter  thing  to  fin  againft  the  Lord?  Would  to 
God  that  I  could  imprefs  each  one  of  you,  and  my 
own  foul  with  yours,  with  a  proper  fenfe  of  the 
evil  and  deftrubtive  nature  thereof,  that  we  might 
be  hereby  excited  to  hate  it  in  a  fuitable  manner, 
to  turn  from  it  to  God  through  his  Son  Jcfus 
Chriir,  and  to  maintain  a  careful  and  conftant 
guard  againft  it. 

2.  How  indebted  are  we  to  rich  grace  for  a  Sa¬ 
viour  from  the  ruin,  which  the  lofs  of  thefe  preci¬ 
ous  fouls  involves?— a  ruin  of  which  we  are  in  fo 
much  danger.  God  might  have  palled  by  our  race 
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as  he  pafled  by  the  fallen  angels,  and  have  left  us 
to  perifh  in  our  unnatural  rebellion  againft  him, 
as  he  left  them.  But  O!  the  riches  of  redeeming 
love !  Having  laid  his  plan  in  the  eternal  councils 
of  peace,  he  was  pleafed  to  execute  it  in  the  ful- 
rfefs  of  time,  by  fending  his  Son  into  our  world,  made 
of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law ,  to  redeem  them 
that  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive 
the  adoption  of  children.  Herein,  indeed,  is  love, 
not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  fent 
his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  fins.  And  let 
Gethfemane  tell — let  the  feenes  of  infamy  and  in- 
fult,  through  which  the  Saviour  paffed,  from 
thence  to  mount  Calvary,  tell — and  let  Calvary  it- 
felf,  and  the  crofs  tell  what  the  price  of  our  re¬ 
demption  coft  the  Son  of  God.  Here  is  love  that 
many  waters  could  not  quench!  Love  that  all  the 
billows  of  Jehovah’s  wrath  could  not  drown !  Love 
ftronger  than  death !— My  brethren,  let  this  love 
of  God  and  his  Son  Chrift,  conftrain  you  to  efti- 
mate  your  fouls  in  a  proper  manner,  and  flee  from 
the  wrath  to  come,  upon  the  plan  of  the  gofpel. 

3.  This  fubjedt  teaches  us  the  precious  nature 
of  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel.  I  particularly 
mean  here  the  inftitutions  of  God’s  public  wor- 
fhip  on  the  fabbath,  the  word  and  facrament.— > 
Thefe  are  the  means  he  has  inftituted  and  ordain¬ 
ed  for  the  recovery  of  loft  fouls  to  the  divine  fa¬ 
vor,  and  their  reft  oration  to  his  holy  image.  For 
*fter  that ,  m  the  wifdom  of  God,  the  world  by  wifdom 
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knew  not  God ,  it  pleafed  God ,  by  the  foolijhhefs  of 
p reaching,  to fave  them  that  believe.  And  you  elfe- 
where  read,  that  faith  cometh  by  hearing ,  and  hear - 
ing  by  the  word  of  God.  The  great  truths  taught 
in  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  word,  and  in  the 
adminiftration  of  the  gofpel-facraments,  are  the 
means  the  holy  fpirit  ufes  for  thefe  gracious  pur- 
pofes  ;  they  are  the  means  by  which  he  effects  and 
promotes  that  change  in  the  heart  and  life,  in  which 
gofpcl-holinefs  confift ;  and  the  duties  there  taught 
are  the  guide  of  the  Chriftian’s  life. 

I  befeech  you,  therefore*  my  brethren,  that  you 
eftimate  thefe  ordinances  of  God— thefe  inflitu- 
tions  of  mercy,  in  a  fuitable  manner;  adore  God 
for  them— rejoice  in  them,  as  your  ineftimable 
privilege— make  confcience  of  attending  upon 
them  from  fabbath  to  fabbath;  but  above  all,  fee 
that  you  improve  them  for  the  great  purpofes  of 
your  perfonal  purity,  your  comfort  in  the  ways  of 
God,  and  for  holding  a  delightful  intercourfe  with 
the  Father  of  your  Spirits  while  here  upon  earthy 
that  you  may  be  prepared  for  dwelling  with  him 
in  glory.  - 

4.  We  are  taught  by  this  fubjedt  the  folemn  na~* 
tureof  the  charge  committed  to  thefe  who  have 
the  care  of  fouls.— This  is  the  charge  of  gofpel- 
minifters.  Hence  that  apoftolic  injunction;  Obey 
them  that  have  the  rule  over you ,  and fuhmii yourj elves  * 
for  they  watch  for  your  foulsy  as  they  that  mujt  give  an 
account  1  that  they  may  do  it  With  joy  *  and  not  with 
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grief t  for  that  is  unprofitable  for  you .  The  value  of 
the  fouls  committed  to  their  care,  (hews  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  charge.  They  are  of  more  worth 
than  a  world.  For  what  is  a  man  profited  if  he  Jhall 
gain  the  whole  world  and  lofe  his  own  foul ?  Or ,  what 
Jhall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  foul ? 

It  farther  appears  from  the  high  danger  finners 
are  in  of  lofing  thefe  fouls,  as  already  illuftratedA 
and  from  the  awful  nature  of  the  lofs  when  fuf- 
tained.  All  thefe  unite  in  fhewing  the  neceflity 
of  watchfulnefs,  diligence  and  faithfulnefs  in  the 
minifters  of  Jefus  Chrift.  I  befeech  you  then,  my 
brethren,  let  us  have  your  pity  and  your  prayers, 
your  countenance  and  your  attiftance  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  our  great  truft.  Be  ye  helpers  together  by 
prayer for  us . 

Parents  alfo  have  a  folemn  charge  in  the  fouls 
of  their  children,  and  matters  and  miftrefles  in  the 
fouls  of  their  fervants.  Be  entreated  then  to  in- 
ftrudt  them  with  care~to  watch  over  them— to 
pray  foi  them  and  with  them—^—and  to  fee  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  piety  and  good  morals  before  them. 

I  only  add  once  more. 

S-  The  important  truths  you  have  heard,  loud¬ 
ly  call  upon  finners  to  awake  out  of  their  fecurity 
—to  ttiake  off  their  floth— to  feek  the  Lord  while 
he  may  be  found,  and  to  call  upon  him  while  he  is 
near.  Think,  O  think  of  the  numerous  and  pro- 
VoL.  III.  Z  2 
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bable  ways  by  which  men  may  lofe  their  precious 
fouls,  and  by  which  they  are  daily  lofing  them, 
and  that  for  ever!— And  is  there  no  danger  of  your 
lofing  your  fouls,  in  fome  one  or  other  of  thefe 
ways?  Paufe  a  moment  upon  this  important  quef- 
tion!  It  is  too  important  to  be  trifled  with,  and 
too  interefting  to  be  delayed!  Your  fouls — your 
precious  fouls  are  at  flake ! 

*  f 

I  hefe  truths  alfocall  upon  profane  finners  of  eve¬ 
ry  clafs  and  defcription  to  break  off  their  fins  by 
repentance,  and  turn  unto  the  living  Gcd,  through 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.  They  addrefs  you,  O  fin¬ 
ners  !  in  the  following  authoritative,  yet  tender  lan¬ 
guage  of  in fp; ration.  Awake,  thou  that  fleepeft,  and 
arifefrom  the  dead,  and  Chrift  Jhall  give  thee  light. — 
How  long,yefimple  ones,  will  ye  love fimplicityf  and  the 
J corners  delight  in  their  J 'corning?  and  fools  hate  know¬ 
ledge.  Turn  ye  at  my  reproof;  behold  I  will  pour  out 
niyfpml  unto  you — I  will  make  knozvn  my  words  unto 
you.  As  I  live , faith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleafure  in 
the  death  of  the  wicked;  but  that  the  zvicked  turn 
from  his  way  and  live:  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  from  yoitr 
evil  ways;  for  why  will  ye  die,  0  houfe  of  I frael! 

>  '  C  ,  "  ^  ‘  f  ~  .  f 

Do  not  wonder  that  the  minifters  of  jefus  ad- 
drefs  you  with  folemnity  and  tendernefs — -that 
they  mingle  tears  with  their  entreaties,  when  be- 
feeching  finners  to  have  mercy  upon  their  preci¬ 
ous  fouls.  Indifference  in  fuch  a  cafe  would  be 
the  height  ofabfurdity  in  us,  and  the  greateft  cruel- 
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ty  to  you.  Now  then,  we  are  ambajjadors  for  Chriji, 
as  though  God  did  befeech  you  by  us,  we  pray  you  in 
Chriji’ s  Jlead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God.  And  may  this 
be  the  effedl  of  the  prefent  addrefs,  through  the 
riches  of  free  grace  in  Chrift  our  Lord.  Amen 
and  Amen. 
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,  Exodus  xx.  24. 

In  all  places  where  I  record  my  name ,  I  will  come  unto, 

thee  and  blefs  thee . 


SAVIOUR  was  early  revealed.  Immediate- 


^  ly  after  the  fall  the  promife  was  given  to 
our  firft  parents,  in  a  jfhort,  but  very  compre— 
henfive  fentence  againft  the  ferpent.  I  zvill  put 
enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman ,  and  between  thy 
feed  and  her  feed :  it  Jhall  bruife  thy  head,  and  thou 
Jhalt  bruife  his  heel .  This  was  afterwards  gradual¬ 
ly  unfolded  through  all  the  preparatory  difcove- 
ries  of  fucceeding  ages  ;  and  its  important  mean¬ 
ing  illuftrated  by  many  additional  declarations, 
which  all  pointed  to  the  bleftcd  Redeemer. 
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A  chara&er  fo  Angular  and  eminent,  ought  to 
be  fully  afcertained  by  every  mark  of  diftinftion. 
H  is  church  muft  know  at  his  coming,  for  what 
end  he  appeared,  and  be  able  to  difcriminate  him 
from  all  others.  To  anfwer  this  purpofe,  the  wif- 
dom  of  God  is  confpicuous,  in  feparating  lfrael  as 
a  particular  nation,  to  preferve  the  truths  of  reve¬ 
lation,  and  be  the  peculiar  people  from  whom  the 
Saviour,  as  to  the  fiefh,  was  to  fpring,  who  is  God 
over  all ,  bleffed for  ever  more. 

But  to  fet  apart  a  nation,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  prevent  a  mixture  with  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  anfwer  the  great  defigns  refpedting 
the  Meffiah,  it  was  neceflary  a  government 
fhould  be  conftiruted  of  a  very  fingular  kind  :  a 
government,  which  would  bind  the  confcience  in 
religion,  as  well  as  the  condudt  in  civil  affairs :  A 
government,  in  which  the  church  and  ftate  would 
be  perfectly  incorporated,  and  the  members  of 
both  focieties  become  united  under  the  fame  code 
of  laws.  This  could  only  be  done  by  a  theocracy. 
No  human  conftitution  could  poffibly  effedl  it. — 
The  facred  rights  of  confcience  can  never  be  de¬ 
legated  by  any  people  to  their  rulers ;  nor  can  the 
magiftrate  aflume  the  prerogative  of  enforcing  u- 
niiormity  in  doctrines  or  worth  ip,  without  injuf- 
tice  and  tyranny. 

Fifty  days  after  the  departure  of  the  children  of 
lfrael  from  Egypt,  they  arrived  at  Mount  Sinai. 
There  the  covenant  was  formally  ratified,  between 
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God  and  them  ;  and  their  government  complete¬ 
ly  organized.  On  that  occafion,  an  auguft  difplay 
of  the  divine  prefence  was  made,  fuperior  to  any 
that  was  ever  before  exhibited  on  earth,  or  will 
probably  be  again,  until  the  Lord  (hall  defcend 
from  heaven,  with  a  fhout,  with  the  voice  of  the 
arch-angel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God.  There 
were  ihunderings  and  tightenings  and  a  thick  cloud  upon 
the  mount ,  and  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  exceeding  loud , 
and  Mount  Sinai  was  altogether  on  a  fmoke  ;  becaufe 
the  Lord  defended  upon  it  in fire ,  and  the  fmoke  there¬ 
of  afcended  as  the  fmoke  of  a  furnace ,  and  the  whole 
mount  quaked  greatly.  ; 

•  -  *  • '  '  -  ♦  '  •  \  V  ■  •  > 

/  '«  t 

From  the  midft  of  this  tremendous  fcene,  the 
fum  of  the  moral  law  was  aloud  proclaimed  to  If- 
rael.  The  remaining  parts  of  the  legiflation,  at 
the  exprefs  requefl  of  the  people,  were  communi¬ 
cated  to  Mofes  firft,  and,  by  him,  brought  down 
to  them.  The  words  of  the  text,  which  follow 
fhortly  after  the  ten  commandments,  are  a  pro- 
mife  annexed  to  the  law,  which  refpe&ed  the  al¬ 
tar.  An  altar  of  earth  thou  Jhalt  make  unto  me,  and 
J. 'halt  facrifice  thereon  thy  burnt  offerings,  thy  jheep  and 
thine  oxen :  In  all  places  where  I  record  my  name,  I 
will  come  unto  thee  and  blefs  thee.  A  gracious  pro- 
mife !  calculated  to  diredt  the  Ifraelites  to  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  fcrvice,  and  encourage  them  to  perfevere 
in  their  faith  and  worfhip  :  but  a  promife  w'hich 
refers  to  the  church  under  the  New'-Teftarnent 
dilpenfation,  as  much  as  to  that  under  the  old.— 
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There  is  but  one  Saviour,  and  one  covenant  of 
grace,  whereby  finners  can  obtain  eternal  life.— 
There  is  alfo  but  one  church,  founded  on  that 
covenant,  however  various  it  may  have  been  in  its 
outward  forms.  Whatever  was,  therefore,  an  eC- 
fential  promife  of  that  covenant  to  Ifrael,  is  equal¬ 
ly  fo  to  us ;  and,  in  this  extent,  I  fhall  now  confi- 
der  the  text. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  paffage  in  the  facred  ora¬ 
cles  more  applicable  to  our  prefent  fituation,  or 
better  fuited  to  excite  in  your  minds  proper  exer- 
cifes  upon  this  folemn  occafion.  In  all  places 
where  1  record  my  name,  I  will  come  unto  thee  and  blefs 
thee .  Words,  replete  with  inftrudtion  and  com¬ 
fort  !  Words,  which  clearly  determine  what  con- 
ftitutes  a  true  church,  and  what  bleffings  we  may 
hope  to  obtain  in  the  fandtuary  !  Confident  as  I 
am  of  your  ufual  attention,  I  need  not  fear  tref- 
paffing  upon  your  patience,  while  I  difcufs  a 
fubjedt,  in  which  you  are  deeply  interefied,  and 
for  meditating  upon  which,  with  eager  expecta¬ 
tions,  you  are  now  exprefsly  come.  The  Lord 
bear  witnefs  to  his  own  word,  and  make  it  the  firft 
fru  its  of  a  plentiful  harveft,  in  this  houfe !  To  un- 
derftand  the  text,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  know, 

T.  What  is  meant  by  recording  the  name  of  the 
Lord  in  any  place .  And  then, 

* .  *  *-  S  "*  “4  ■  .  •  -  4  v  '  ‘  ,  *  I  { 

II.  The  import  of  the  promife,  I  will  come  unit 
thee  and  blefs  thee.  Both  thele,  in  a  humble  de~ 
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pendence  upon  divine  aid,  I  purpofe  to  explain^ 
and  apply. 

Firft— I  muft  fhew  you  what  is  meant  by  thd 
Lord's  recording  his  name  in  any  place.  God  has 
not  left  himfelf  without  a  witnefs.  The  invifible 
things  of  him  from  the  creation  of  the  world ,  are  clears 
ly  feeny  being  underfood  by  the  things  that  are  ?nade ,  ev¬ 
en  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead.  The  brightefi: 
evidence  of  his  exigence  and  attributes,  are  engra¬ 
ven  on  every  object  around  us.  The  heavens  de¬ 
clare  the  glory  of  God >  and  the  firmament  Jheweth  forth 
his  handywork .  But  fomething  particular  is  de- 
figned  in  the  text.  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  men¬ 
tioned  with  lingular  emphafis ;  and  foriae  places 
are  diftinguifhed  from  others,  by  their  relation  to 
that  name.  Let  us  inveftigate  both  thefe. 

i*  With  refped  to  the  former  •  by  the  name  of 
the  lord  is  often  underftood,  God  himfelf,  or  the 
difplay  of  his  infinite  perfections  in  thofe  works, 
whereby  he  makes  his  being  and  nature  known. — 
Thus  Pfalm  XX.  i.  The  Lord  hear  thee  in  the  day  of 
trouble ,  the  name  of  the  God  of  Jacob  defend  thee.  So 
Pfalms  xxix.  2.  xxxiv.  3. — 1  Tim.  vi.  1.  And 
thus  a!fo  in  the  third  precept  of  the  decalogue 
Thoufhalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in 
vain.  But  the  name  of  the  Lord,  when  ufed  in  a 
particular  reference  to  the  covenant  of  grace,  al¬ 
ways  refpefts  God  confidered  as  a  redeemer  ;  and 
exprefles  his  divine  perfections,  as  they  are  glori- 
oufly  difplayed  in  the  falvation  of  tinners.  This 
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is  afcerrained  from  that  memorable  paffage  in  the 
34th  chapter  of  Exodus,  where  the  Lord  isfaid  to 
have  proclaimed  his  name  to  Mofes.  And  the  Lori 
def tended  in  the  cloud,  and,  food  with  him  there  and  pro- 
( l aimed  the  name  of  the  lord;  and  the  Lord  puffed 
by  before  him  and  proclaimed,  the  lord,  the  lord  God 
merciful  and  gracious,  long-fufferwg  and  abundant  in 
goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thou fands,  for giv- 
ing  iniquity,  and  Iranfgrejfions ,  and  fins,  and  will  by  nit 
means  clear  the  guilty. 

Th  is  was  the  blefled  name  implied  in  the  firft 
promife  of  a  Saviour  in  paradife,  and  was  the  only 
foundation  on  which  the  worfhip  of  finners  could 
be  built.  In  the  earlieft  ages  of  the  world  it  was 
thus  underfiood,  Then  began  men  to  call  upon  the  name 
of  the  Lord.  As  foon  as  their  numbers  were  fuffi- 
ciently  increafed,  they  began,  as  a  church,  in  a 
public  manner,  to  worfhip  the  Lord,  as  a  god  or 
salvation,  through  the  promifed  Meffiah. 

'  ■  •*  -  >-  ’  -  5  «  ~  *  *  >  4  i 

The  knowledge  and  profeffion  of  this  facred 
name  continued  in  the  world,  until  infidelity  and 
wickednefs  had  gradually  effaced  the  truths  of  re¬ 
velation,  and  threatened,  at  laft,  wholly  to  extir¬ 
pate  the  worfhip  of  God.  Noah,  who  was  a  preach - 
er,  and  heir  o  f  the  right eoufnefs  zvhich  is  by  faith ,  pre¬ 
fer  ved  the  treaf are.  He  conveyed  it  to  his  pofterity, 
who  furvived  the  flood;  and  revealed  religion  was 
univerfally  acknowledged,  until  ignorance  and  en¬ 
mity  a  fecond  time  made  a  formidable  oppofition, 
and  mankind  began  again  to  degenerate  into  ido¬ 
latry  and  profanenefs. 
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The  calling  of  Abraham,  and  entailing  the  pro- 
mile  upon  his  family,  fecured  the  dodtrines  of 
grace,  and  perpetuated  the  true  worship  of  God.  • 
To  that  patriarch  the  Lord  confirmed  his  name.— 
Fear  not  Abram  y  lam  tbyjhield  and  exceeding  great 
reward — I  am  god  almighty — a  God  unto  theey  and 
to  thy  feed  after  thee .  Upon  the  reparation  of  A- 
braham  to  a  fpecial  intereft  in  the  promife,  two 
great  privileges  were  granted  to  him.  Thefirft 
was,  that,  according  to  the  flefh,  he  fhould  be  the 
father  of  the  Mefliah,  who  was  the  life  of  the  co¬ 
venant,  the  origin  and  caufe  of  all  the  bleffings 
contained  therein.  The  fecond  was,  that  the  faith 

K  '  t  ^  v 

of  Abraham,  whereby  he  became  personally  inte- 
refted  in  the  covenant,  fhould  be  a  pattern  of  the 
faith  of  the  church  in  all  generations ;  fo  that  none 
fhould  ever  be  real  members,  or  partake  of  its  blefl- 
ings,  but  by  the  fame  faith  which  Abraham  exer- 
cifed.  It  is  upon  account  of  this,  that  he  is  the fa¬ 
ther  of  all  them  that  believe,  and  the  heir  of  the  world. 
It  is  in  this  refped  that,  in  the  covenant  made 
with  him,  the  bans  of  the  church,  for  all  future 
ages,  was  fixed.  Wherever  that  covenant  is  ella- 
bliihed,  and  with  whomfoever  it  is  confirmed,  there 
is  a  church,  and  to  them  all  its  efientia!  privileges 
appertain. 

,,  *  ‘  “  •  V  '  «  .4  / 

It  was  the  diflinguifhed  happinefs  of  Ifrael  to 
enjoy  thefe  privileges.  Notwithftanding  the  fre¬ 
quent  inftances  of  depravity  in  that  nation,  there 
were  always  fome,  and  often  many  among  them* 
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who  pofleffed  the  faith  of  their  father  Abraham, 

*  * 

and  inherited  the  blefiings  of  the  covenant.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  the  departure  of  the  people  from  Egypt* 
the  name  of  the  lord  was  exprefsly  made  known 
and  explained*  as  the  foundation  of  the  whole  Mo- 
faic  economy.  And  Mofes /aid  umo  God ,  behold,  when 
1  come  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael *  and  Jh  all  fay  unto 
them ,  the  God  of  your  fathers  hath  fent  me  unto you, 
and  they Jhall fay  unto  me,  what  is  his  name?  IVhat 
Jhall  I  fay  unto  them?  And  God f aid  unto  Mofes,  I  am 
that  I  am  :  And  he faid,  thus  Jhalt  thou  fay  unto  the 
children  of  Ifrael;  I  am  hath  fent  me  unto  you.  And 
God faid ,  moreover,  unto  Mofes,  Thus  fhalt  thou  fay  un¬ 
to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers, 
the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of 
facob  hath  fent  me  unto  yon;  this  is  my  name/m*  ever. 

Is 

and  this  is  my  memorial  unto  all  generations .  Of  this 
Ifrael  was  again  admonifhed.  Exodus  xxiii.  20*  21 
—with  which  compare  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  It  was  alfo 
enjoined  upon  the  high-priefls  continually  to  put 
that  name,  by  their  very  forms  of  blefling,  upon  the 
people* — Numb.  vi.  27.  '  ^ 

i  .  *«, ,  &  t  .  .*■  «-  <•  Jt  v  >'  *  a  *  j. ,  *4 

There  is  no  neceflity  of  detaining  you  with  any 
obfervations  upon  the  particular  titles*  by  which 
it  hath  pleafed  God  to  diftinguilli  himfelf  in  the 
Old  or  New  Teftament.  The  word  jekovah  is 
the  mod  expreflive*  and  is  abfolutely  incommuni¬ 
cable.  It  denotes  his  effentia!  and  independent  be- 
ine,  and  has  an  immediate  relation  to  the  cove- 
naiit  of  grace.  It  points*  with  all  the  others*  to  the 


--S 


-  .  V  :  -*■  '  ■  '  V  •  •  ;»v 

.  ..  _  .  l  -  ; 


L  I  V  I  N  G  S  T  O  Nj  j  U 

fame  important  centre^  and  defignates  the  Su¬ 
preme  as  a  reconciled  God  in  the  Mediator .  .  This  is 
the  fum  and  fcope  of  divine  revelation.  Tbis  J/  his 
na?ne,  and  this  is  bis  memorial ,  .  Believers,  under  tne 
old  difpenfation,  confidered  it  in  that  light.  When 
they  mentioned  the  name  of  the  Lord>  as  a  plea,  or 
an  invocation  in  prayer,  they  comprised,  what  we 
now  intend,  by  naming  the  Redeemer,  or  calling 
upon  God,  as  the  God  and  Father  ot  our  Lord 
Jefus  ChrifK  All,  therefore,  that  is  implied  in  the 
redemption  of  finners,  and  which  is,  perhaps,  ex- 
preffed  in  feweft  words,  by  faying  with  the  Plaint¬ 
iff — -Pfalm  Ixviii.  1 9.  that  God  is  the  god  of  our 
salvation,  is  meant  in  the  text.  This  is  the 
name  here  defigned — a  name  much  forgotten,  or 
corrupted  among  other  nations,  but  manifef  ed  to 
Ifrael  as  the  great  objed:  of  their  faith  and  wor- 
fhip,  and  committed  to  them  as  a  dcpoiite  of  infi¬ 
nite  value.  . 

2.  Let  us  now*  fee  in  what  refpefe  that  name 
may  be  faid  to  be  recorded  in  any  place. 

The  words  might  be  rendered,  in  all  places  where 
J  Jh  a  ll  fix  the  memory  of  my  name :  or,  in  all  places 
where  IJhall  make  my  name  to  be  invoked .  The  Chal- 
daic  paraphrafe  has  it,  in  every  place  where  1  jloall 
make  my  majefiy  to  dwell .  The  phrafe,  agree¬ 
ably  to  either  of  thefe  tranfiations,  evidently  re¬ 
fers  to  the  public  worfliip  of  God,  and  has  refpedt 
both  to  the  place  when,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  to  be  celebrated*  The  blefimg  was  not  ill* 
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difcriminately  located  in  every  fpot  where  any  of 
the  tribes  might  determine  to  fix  a  fanduary;  nor 
did  God  promife  to  be  propitious  to  every  kind 
of  worlhip  they  might  choofe  to  celebrate,  but  on¬ 
ly  to  fuch  place,  as  he  fhould  defignate,  and  fuch 
worlhip  as  Ihould  be  performed  according  to  his 
appointment. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  tabernacle  was  the 

'  * 

place  of  public  ttorfiiip,  which  God,  exclufively  of 
all  others,  determined  for  the  Ifraelites,  while  they 
were  in  the  wildernefs.  After  they  had  pofffliori 
or  the  prom i fed  land,  the  ark  of  the  covenant  was 
lodged  at  Shiloh,  and  there,  for  a  long  while,  the 
people  celebrated  divine  fervice.  When  the  tem¬ 
ple  was  finifhed,  Jerufalem  was  fixed  upon  as  the 
permanent  feat.  To  that  place  the  tribes  were  o- 
bliged  to  go  up,  and  thrice  every  year  all  the  males 
were  there  to  appear  before  the  Lord.  After  the 
captivity  in  Babylon,  the  priviliges  of  the  fandu- 
ary  were  again  reftored.  A  fecond  temple  was 
built  by  Zerubbabel,  and  Ifrael  continued  to  wor- 
fiiip  at  Jerufalem  until  the  Meffiah  came. 

If  you  now  enquire,  how  the  name  of  the  Lord 
was  recorded  in  all  thefe  places,  and  by  what 
means  it  might  be  faid  that  he  made  himfelf  to  be 
there  remembered  as  the  God  of  Salvation?  We 
refer  you,  for  a  general  anfwer,  to  the  genius  and 
fcope  of  the  Mofaic  inftitution.  The  covenant  of 
Sinai,  that  whole  difpenfation,  was  not  only  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  covenant  of  grace,  but  it  had  an  im- 
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mediate  refpeft  to  the  Mefuuh,  and  was  fubfervi- 
cnt  to  his  coming.  1  he  types  and  ceremonies — * 
the  religious  rites,  and  all  the  various  parts  of  their 
worfhip,  were  inffituted  of  God  himfelf,  for  the 
exprefs  purpofe  of  confiiming  the  faith  of  his 
church,  and  they  all  pointed  to  the  bleffed  Jefus, 
as  the  end  of  the  law.  By  thefe,  therefore,  the 
name  of  the  Lord  was  recorded  in  Ifrael,  and  the 
worfhip,  performed  in  the  fanftuary,  ferved  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  memory  of  Jehovah  as  the  God  of  Sal¬ 
vation. 

.  ,  ,  i 

But  this  great  end  was  more  efp^cially  attained 
by  the  sacrifices  and  burnt-offerings,  which 
formed  an  elfential  part  of  the  daily  worfhip  in  If¬ 
rael.  Abrtraftly  contidered,  and  without  any  re¬ 
ference  to  the  divine  appointment,  there  is,  indeed, 
nothing  inftruftivc,  or  even  rational,  in  fpilling  the 
blood  of  a  bead,  or  offering  either  the  vegetable 
or  animal  creation  as  a  part  of  religious  fervice.— 
It  is  eafy  for  infidels,  upon  the  fubjeft,  to  fhew 
their  emnity  againft  revealed  religion  by  arguing: 
“  The  extreme  folly  of  fuppofing  God  Ihould  ever 
<c  be  picaled  with  the  mere  vvaffe  of  his  own  pro- 
“  duftions;  or,  in  the  cafe  of  animal  facriflce,  in 
particular,  Ihould  confidcr  as  an  aft  of  accepta- 
ce  able  religion,  the  deftruftion  of  a  life,  of  which 
“  he  had  fo  exquifuely  provided  for  the  conunu- 
€i  ance»  That,  while  the  very  idea  of  a  divine  Be- 
c<  ing  implies  in  it  fuch  a  fuperior  excellence  of  na¬ 
ture,  as  to  be  w  holly  out  of  the  reach  of  our  i^ood 
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“  offices,  the  general  notion  of  facrificing  ik  alt^ 
“  gether  as  extraordinary  as  it  appears  to  have 
“  been  univerfai  in  the  world.0  But  however 
it range  and  improper  facrifices  may  appear  to  iu- 
pcrficial  obfervers;  yet,  when  they  are  confidered 
as  commanded  of  God,  and  calculated  to  reprefent 
and  confirm  ;tbe  great  benefits  he  defigned  to  con¬ 
fer  upon  fihners,  through  the  Saviour,  they  muft 
be  acknowledged  to  be  a  rational  and  divine  fer- 
vice.  They  cannot,  it  is  true,  be  ingrafted  by  the 
religion  of  nature  into  the  worfhip  of  finlefs  crea¬ 
tures.  Had  man  not  fallen,  a  vi&im  had  never 
bled.  The  idea  or  an  expiation,  where  there  is  no 
guilt,  is  incompatible.  But  the  religion  of  finners 
is  founded  upon  the  relation  they  fuftain  to  God  as 
their  Redeemer,  They  cannot  approach  him  with¬ 
out  a  mediator  and  the  intervention  of  an  atone¬ 
ment.  A  facrifice,  therefore,  either  in  the  type  or 
the  archetype,  is  abfol uceiy  effential  in  their  worfhip. 
It  was  a  confcioufnefs  of  guilt  which  prompted 
the  defire  of  fatisfying  divine  juftice  by  fome  offer¬ 
ing,  or  rather  a  tradition  refpefting  the  Saviour 
which  wras  the  fourcc  of  facrifices  among  the  hea¬ 
then  nations,  and  the  practice  cannot  be  account¬ 
ed  for  upon  any  other  principle.  Bur  in  Ifrael, 
where  the  truths  of  revelation  were  preferved,  and 
facrifices  had  the  faiffbon  of  a  new  and  immedi¬ 
ate  appointment,  they  conftituted  a  noble  and  in- 
ftrudtive  part  of  divine  worlhip.  Believers  were 
then  looking  for  the  appearance  of  the  promifed 
feed,  who  was  not  yet  come.  What  could  be  bet- 
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ter  calculated  to  affift  their  faith— to  eftablilh  their 
hope,  and  inftrudt  them  in  the  method  of  falvation* 
than  to  be  commanded  of  God  to  fubflitute  a 
bloody  offering  in  their  own  Head,  and  thus  tranf- 
fer  the  legal  guilt  and  punifhment  upon  a  facrifice? 
In  this  aft  of  worfhip,  the  bleeding  lamb  and  fmok- 
ing  altar  directed  them  to  the  promifed  furety,  the 
precious  Lamb  of  God,  who,  by  his  fufferings  and 
death,  was  fully  to  atone  for  his  people,  and,  by  one 
perfect  facrifice,  became  theauthoroffalvation  unto 
all  that  obey  him.  Thus,  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
folemn  worfhip  was  celebrated  in  thofe  places,  the 
Lord  recorded  his  name  in  Ifrael,  as  a  God  of  Sal¬ 
vation.  In  this  way  the  faints  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment-difpenfation  had  their  graces  drawn  into  ex- 
ercife.  They  lived  by  faith  •  and  the  apoftle,  in 
his  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  allures  us,  that  they  alfo 
t lied  in  faith,  not  having  received  the  promifes,  but  hav¬ 
ing  feen  them  afar  off,  they  were  perfuadedoftbem ,  and 
embraced  them*, 

*  *  r  * 

•+  *  *  '•r  *  *  ■*  *  *  •  -J  ~  ,-f  *  i  i. 

When  the  Meffiah  came,  a  new  difpenfatiori 
commenced.  The  objedt  for  fetting  apart  a  di~ 
■ftindfc  nation,  under  a  theocracy,  was  fully  obtain¬ 
ed.  The  neceflicy  of  a  lingular  government  no 
longer  exifted.  The  feparating  wall  was  confe- 
quently  broken  aown,  and  the  peculiarities  of  the 
Mofaic  worfhip  and  polity  were  totally  abrogated^ 
Now  there  is  no  diftindlion  of  nations,  nor  is  there 
any  place  particularly  affigned  by  divine  appoint- 

ment  .for  public  worfhip.  The  hour  cometh %  fa  id 
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our  Lord  to  the  woman  of  Samaria,  when'yeJhaH 
neither  in  this  mountain ,  nor  yet  atjerufalem ,  worjhip 
the  Father;  the  hour  cometh ,  and  now  is,  when  the  true 
worjhipper sjhail  worjhip  the  Father  in Jpirit  and  truth , 
for  the  Father feeketh  fuch  to  worjhip  him.  Where¬ 
ver  the  people  of  God  unite  in  fpiritual  worfhip, 
the  blefiing  is  fecured.  Where  two  or  three  are  ga~ 
tbered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I,  in  the  midji  of 
them.  A  gracious  word !  which  reaches  to  every 
place  where  his  children  may  be  engaged  in  the 
duties  of  religion ;  and  extends  the  text,  in  its  full- 
eft  import,  to  the  churches  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  dbpenfation,  as  much  as  formerly,  to  the 
tabernacle  or  temple,  to  Shiloh  or  Jerufalem. 

But  what  conftitutes  a  church  within  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  text  ?  The  mere  affumption  of  the  title 
without  poffieffing  the  eflentials  requifite  to  give 
exigence  to  a  true  church,  will  fureiy  not  fuffice. 
It  is  poffible  to  have  die  form  of  godlinefs,  and  yet 
to  deny  the  power  thereof.  It  is  poffible  to  re¬ 
tain  the  name,  and  yet  to  depart  even  from  the 
form,  fo  far,  that  little  or  nothing  of  the  do&rine 
or  worjhip  peculiar  to  Chriftianity  is  found. — 
This  renders  it  neceffary  to  enquire,  what  it  is  re¬ 
cords  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  any  place  of  worfhip 
under  the  New  Teftament,  and  by  what  unerring 
characteriflic  fuch  a  place  may  be  dulinguifhed 
from  all  others?  Let  it  fuffice  upon  this  irnpor, 
tant  and  excenfive  enquiry,  in  order  to  reduce  it  to 
the  limits  of  die  prefent  hour,  to  reply,  frj?,  in  a 
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negative  view;  that  the  name  oi  tne  Lord,  un¬ 
der  the  prefent  economy  is  not  recorded  by  types 
and  lhadows,  the  facrifices  and  legal  ordinances 
which  formerly  conftituted  a  proper  and  accepta¬ 
ble  fervice.  7  V  law  was  given  by  Mofes ,  but  grace 
and,  truth  came  by  Jefus  Chrijl .  A  free,  a  filial,  and 
a  fpiritual  worfhip  is  moil  fuitable  to  the  privi¬ 
lege  and  dignity  of  the  New  Teftament-church. 
Again,  it  is  not  any  exclufive  national  eftablifh- 
ment,  or  the  partial  favor  of  civil  rulers,  that  can 
conftitute  a  church.  Denominations,  in  princi¬ 
ple  and  worfhip  very  contrary  to  each  other,  have 
been  adopted  in  different  nations,  without  obtain¬ 
ing  thereby  the  lead  weight  in  the  fcale  of  truth 
or  becoming  the  church  of  Chrift  becaufe  they 
were  the  church  of  the  magiftrate.  An  union  be¬ 
tween  the  church  and  ftate,  however  artfully  con¬ 
trived  to  fuit  the  genius  of  civil  government,  or 
ingenioufly  defended  to  apologize  for  ufurped  pri¬ 
vileges,  is,  under  the  prefent  difpenfation,  abfurd 
and  impofiible — it  is  of  human  invention,  and 
has  often  proftitured  the  mod  facred  things,  by 
making  them  fubfervient  to  mere  political  views, 
to  avarice,  or  the  luff  of  domination.  Again,  it  is 
not  the  magnificence  of  a  building,  the  (hew  of 
wealth,  or  any  oftentatious  ceremonies,  which  can 
record  the  name  of  the  Lord  among  a  people.  The 
houfe  is  not  the  church,  and  parade  is  not  wor- 
Ihip.  Thefe  may  all  originate  from  improper 
principles,  and  be  monuments  of  pride  and  fuper- 
ftition,  inftead  of  an  acceptable  fervice  in  fpirit 
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and  in  truth.  Laftly,  it  is  not  a  worOrip  dilated 
lokly  by  the  religion  of  nature,  or  the  legal  fpirit 
°f  ff’c-  covenant  of  works,  without  an  immediate 
and  particular  regard  to  the  blefl'ed  Mediator,  that 
can  poflibly  commemorate  the  God  of  Salvation. 
Wherever  the  diftinguifhing  truths  of  the  golpel 
aie  omitted,  or  (lightly  pafied  over,  and  focial  du¬ 
ties,  h  owe  vet  important  and  neceflary,  are  only 
inculcated  to  the  negledt  of  what  we  owe  to  God, 
and  to  the  Saviour :  there  the  moft  elTential  and* 

confhtuent  parts  oi  a  New  Te(!ament- church  are 
wanting;  aiiei  fuch  places  of  woriltip  are  not  with¬ 
in  the  promife  of  the  text.  The  name  of  the  Lord 

is  not  recorded  there.  .  , 

But,  in  a  ppfitive  view,  if  you  enquire  in  what  it 
confifts,  or  where  it  may  be  faid  the  facred  name, 
under  the  New  Teftament,  is  recorded.?  We  re¬ 
ply-— it  is  there  where  the  dodrines  of  grace,  and 
what  eflentiaHy  relates  to  the  falvation  of  finners, 
through  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  the  precious 
odvtour,  ate  fiimly  believed  and  openly  profeded. 
it  is  mere  wnere  theie  truths  are  plainly  and  bold¬ 
ly  preached  by  the  mini  tiers  of  the  gofpel,  and 
woidup  is  conducted  upon  evangelical 
principles.  A  crucified  Jefus,  and  eternal  life  in 
him,  conftitute  the  glad  tidings  of  great  joy.  To 
be  renewed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  repent  of  (in, 
ancl  bene  *e  in  itc  Son  or  God,  are  tire  great  re— 
quifiUons  arid  proimtes  of  tire  golpel  ;  and  felt— 
iituxui’i)'  and  nolttrefs  in  ail  its  branches* 
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are  the  fruits  of  that  faith  which  works  by  love, 
and  purifies  the  heart.  Where  thefe  truths  are 
faithfully  taught,  and  where  thefe  things  are  ex¬ 
perienced  and  pradrifed,  there  is  a  church.  There 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  as  a  God  of  Salvation,  is 
recorded.  A  church  thus  conftituted,  although 
attended  by  the  poor,  although  aiTembled  in  a 
building  deftitute  of  colonnades,  engravings  and 
ornaments,  is  more  glorious,  more  acceptable  in 
the  fight  of  God,  than  the  moft  ftately  temple, 
and  illuftrious  audience,  where  thefe  doctrines  are 
not  honored.  To  this  permit  me  to  add,  (and 
the  bare  mention  of  them  muft  fuffice)  the  due  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  facraments;  and,  an  impartial 
ufe  of  the  keys  of  difeipline  in  excluding  unwor¬ 
thy  members.  Wherever  all  thefe  are  found* 
whether  in  a  thronged  city,  or  a  wafte  foreft,  a- 
mongft  the  higheft,  or  the  lowed:  ranks  in  fociety, 
there  God  will  meet  with  his  humble  fupplicants, 
and  make  them  joyful  in  his  houfe  of  prayer.  To 
fuch  worfhippers  the  promife  in  the  text  is 
made,  and  to  all  fuch  places  he  will  come  and 
blefs  his  people. 

> 

Before  we  proceed  to  confider  the  precious  pro¬ 
mife,  it  deferves  our  notice,  upon  this  firft  part  of 
the  fubjedt,  that  while  the  things  we  have  been 
fpeaking  of  are  to  be  viewed  as  matters  of  duty, 
with  refpcdl  to  us,  they  are  primarily  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  originating  wholly  from  God,  and  mufl 
be  received  as  his  gift.  I  record  my  name,  faith  the 
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Lord— And  it  is  fo — it  is  of  his  fovereign  good¬ 
will  that  a  Saviour  is  provided  for  fallen  men  and 
not  for  fallen  angels.  It  is  of  the  Lord  that  there 
is  a  church  preferved  on  earth,  notwithftanding  all 
the  oppofition  of  the  gates  of  hell ;  and  it  mull  be 
aferibed  to  his  grace,  that  in  any  place,  and  among 
any  people,  his  truths  are  faithfully  preached,  and 
fpiritual  worfhip  is  celebrated.  I  might  add,  it  is 
of  him  that  a  people  find  a  pure  defire  to  build  a 
houfe  for  his  fervice ;  and  it  is  he,  in  his  good  pro¬ 
vidence,  who  puts  it  in  the  power  of  their  hands 
to  finilh  the  work.  Except  the  Lord  build  the  houfe t 
they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it.  But  let  us  attend 
to  the  promife,  and  confider, 

II.  The  import  of  thefe  words,  1  will  come  unto 

,( 

ihee,  and  blejs  thee . 

The  bleffing  of  the  Lord  is  always  upon  his  peo¬ 
ple  in  every  place.  He  hears  their  prayers  in  fe- 
cret,  and  in  their  families.  He  has  never  faid  to 
the  feed  of  Jacob,  feekye  me  in  vain .  But  to  pub¬ 
lic  worfhip  peculiar  mercies  are  annexed.  He  loves 
the  gates  of  Zion  more  than  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob . 
For  the  Lord  hath  chofen  Zion — he  hath  defired  it  for 
his  habitation .  Liras  is  my  reft  for  ever — here  will  1 
dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it.  I  will  abundantly  blefs 
her  provifon:  I  will  fat isfy  her  poor  with  bread.  I 
<  will  alfo  clothe  herfriefls  zvithfalvation ,  and  her  faints 
fhall  Jhmit  aloud  for  joy.  The  ordinances  of  his  houfe 
are  pofitive  inftitutions  for  promoting  his  glory  in 
the  world.  Thefe  he  has  appointed  as  the  ordi-* 
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fiafy  means  for  converting  linners,  and  edifying 
his  faints;  and  thefe,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  he 
will  own  and  blefs. 


i.  I  WILL  COME — this  is  thepromife:  I  will  com 

where  I  record  ?ny  name.  God  is  never  ablent  he 

* 

eompaffeth  our  path  and  our  lying  down,  and  is  ac-r 
quaint ed  with  all  our  ways.  He  is  not  far  from  every 
one  of  us,  for  in  bim  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our 
being.  He  is  no  local  deity,  like  thofe  of  the  ido¬ 
latrous  heathen.  He  is  confined  to  no  fpot — the 
heaven  is  his  throne,  and  the  earthds  his  footfkool. 
All  nature  is  his  temple — all  fpace  his  abode — 
every  living  thing  is  the  workmanfhip  of  his  hand, 
and  his  providential  care  and  tender  mercies  ex¬ 
tend  over  all  his  creatures.  But  he  is  near  to  his 
people  in  a  fenfe  more  exalted,  than  the  ordinary 
cares  of  Providence  imply.  He  is  their  reconcil¬ 
ed  God  and  Father;  they  are  his  chofen  whom  he 
loves — his  treafure — his  jewels;  a  people  formed 
for  himfelf,  to  fhew  forth  his  glory.  Fie  is  laid, 
therefore,  in  the  ftyle  of  feripture,  to  come  to  his 
church,  becaufe  he  there  gives  the  moft  diftingui fil¬ 
ing  proofs  of  his  gracious  prefence,  and  exhibits 
the  moft  unequivocal  evidences  of  his  love  and  di¬ 
vine  approbation.  Remarkable  to  this  purpofe 
are  the  promifes  with  refpect  both  to  the  taberna¬ 
cle  and  the  temple.  In  relation  to  the  former,  fee 
Exodus  xxix.  43, 44,  45.  And  there  I  will  meet  with 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  the  tabernacle  /ball  be  fane- 
tified  by  my  glory.  I  will f and  tiff  the  tabernacle  of  the 
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congregation  and  the  altar:  I  will  fundi  if y  alfo  both 
Aaron  and  his  fons^  to  minifcr  to  me  in  the  prieft’s  of¬ 
fice.  And  I  will  dwell  among f  the  children  of  Ifracly 
and  willie  taeirGod.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  2  Chron. 
vii.  12  15,  16.  And  the  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon 

hy  night ,  ana  faid  unto  him ,  I  have  heard  thy  prayer , 
■and  have  chofen  this  place  to  myfelf for  an  houfe  offa- 
crifice.  Now  mine  eyes /hall  be  open,  and  mine  ears  at - 
tent  unto  the  prayer  that  is  made  in  this  place.  For 
■now  have  1  cbojen  and  fandtified  this  houfe,  that  my 
watne  may  be  there  for  ever,  and  mine  eyes  and  mine 
.heart  Jhall  be  there  perpetually ,  ■ 

r  I  *  r  r  *  V 

r.-  ■  r-v  -  J  f  *.  * 

Vr  ’  i  »»  •  i 

.  A  cloud  by  day,  and  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night  were 
tokens  of  the  divine  protection  to  the  whole  camp 
of  Ifrael.  Thefe  directed  the  people  in  the  wil- 
dernefs  where  to  bend  their  courfe,  and  when  to 
pitch  their  tents.  But  the  ark  of  the  covenant, 
with  the  mercy- feat  between  the  cherubims,  were 
the  august  symbols  of  the  more  immediate  pre¬ 
fence  of  God  in  the  fanCtuary.  Under  the  New 
Teflament,  agreeably  to  the  prefent  fpiritual  eco¬ 
nomy,  the  divine  prefence  is  not  accompanied  with 
fuch  vifible  emblems  j  but  it  is  not  the  lefs  real,  ef- 

■  ficacious,  and  comfortable.  In  both  difpenfations 
:  the  name  of  the  city  realms  jehovah  shammah,  the 

■  Lord  is  there.  The  blefied  Redeemer,  fince  his  re- 
•  furreCtion  and  triumphant  afeenfion,  is  no  more  on 

earth,  with  refpeCt  to  his  human  nature,  but  with 
.  refpcCt  to  his  Godhead,  majefly,  grace  and  fpirit, 
•_  he  is  at  no  time  abfent  from  us.  At  his  departure 
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he  faid — lo !  I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end 
ef  the  world — And  it  is  even  fo.  The  ainen — the 
faithful  and  true  witnefs  ftili  holds  the  liars  of  his 
church  in  his  right  hand,  and  walks  in  the  midjl  of 
the  golden  candlejlicks .  The  fprings  ot  Zion  are  all 
in  him;  and  glorious  things  for  ever  continue  to 
be  fpoken  of  the  city  of  God— the  ITigheft  him- 
felt  fhall  eftablifh  her,  and  God  is  known  in  her 
palaces  for  a  refuge.  All  this  is  implied  in  the 
text  before  us,  and  cxprefled  in  one  general  term 
— I  will  bless  thee.  Let  us  examine  this  fecond 
part  of  the  promife. 

2.  The  ble fling  here  intended  cannot  refer  to 
fenfual  enjoyments,  nor  mean  the  riches,  plea  fares 
and  comforts  of  this  life.  Oar  Emmanuel  holds 
out  no  Mahometan  paradife  to  his  followers,  nor 
is  his  kingdom  of  this  world.  The  church  of  God 
is  formed  on  nobler  principles,  and  for  higher  pur- 
pofes — Blefiings  of  a  fuperior  nature  are  in  ftore 
for  her.  The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink , 
but  righteoufnefs ,  and  peace ,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghojl . 
Great  peace  have  all  they  who  love  his  law ;  but 
they  may,  neverthelefs,  fuffer  great  tribulation, 
and  be  expofed  to  many  afflictions  here. — Under 
the  theocracy,  civil  and  domeltic  mercies  were  pro- 
nufed,  but  thefe  were  only  the  appendages  of  the 
covenant  of  grace  fuited  to  that  difpenfation,  and 
conflituted  no  part  of  its  effential  benefits.  The 
promife  in  the  text  refers  principally  to  sanctu¬ 
ary  blessings.  Thofe  great  and  good  things  be- 
Vol.  in.  c  3 
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fore-mentioned,  for  the  obtaining  of  which  the  or¬ 
dinances  of  the  fandtuary  were  efpecially  mili¬ 
tated. 


That  the  Lord  conferred  thefe  bleilings  upon 
his  church,  under  the  Old  Teftament,  is  evident 
from  his  word.  Notwithstanding  the  provocations 
of  lirael,  and  the  ievere  judgments  which  their 
fins  very  frequently  brought  upon  them;  yet  he 
remembered  his  covenant,  and  his  prefence  was 
not  wholly  removed.  The  oracles  of  truth  were 
preferved  inviolate,  and  fpiritual  Ifrael,  the  eledt 
people  of  God  in  each  fucceeding  generation,  were 
converted,  comforted,  and  finally  faved.  When 
the  old  difpenfation  had  done  its  work,  it  refigned 
over  to  the  new,  the  memory  of  the  facred  name* 
and  a  glorious  era  commenced.  Zion  rejoiced 
in  her  fudden  profperity,  and  became  inverted  with 
extend ve  bleflings.  What  thefe  bleffings  are,  as 
they  refer  to  us,  is  of  more  importance  now  to  as¬ 
certain. 


The  apoftle  fums  up  the  whole,  in  faying  to  the 
Ephefians —He  hath  bleffed  us  with  ail  fpiritual  blefi- 
ingsr  in  heavenly  places ,  in  Chrifi  Jefus .  And  with 
refped  to  fan  flu  ary  privileges,  he  afferts  the  fupe- 
rior  excellency  of  the  New  Teftament  above  the 
Old,  to  the  Corinthians — If  the  minijiration  of  con¬ 
demnation  be  glory ,  much  more  doth  the  minijiration  cf 
right eoufnefs  exceed  in  glory .  The  veil  is  done  away  in 
Chrifiy  and  we  all,  with  open  face>  beholding ,  as  in  a 
glajSy  the  glory  of  the  Lord ;  are  changed  into  the  fame 
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image  from  glory  to  glory ,  even  as  by  the  fprit  of  the 

Lord \  The  borders  of  Zion  are  now  enlarged — 
the  church  is  no  longer  as  a  child  under  age,  but 
enjoys  a  glorious  liberty — accefs  is  opened  into  the 
hoheft  by  the  blood  ofjefus — by  a  new  and  living  way 
which  he  hath  confecrated for  us .  Believers  obtain 
the  neareft  approach  to  heaven,  which,  on  this  fide 
of  the  world  of  fpirits,  will,  or  can  be  granted.— 
The  New  Teftament  is  the  laft  and  higheft  econo¬ 
my  of  grace,  and  its  holy  inftitutions  are  amply 
fitted  to  prepare  the  faints  for  the  immediate  vi- 
fion  and  fruition  of  God  in  glory. 

But  it  is  necefiary  to  defcend  to  particulars,  and 
enquire,  with  refpedt  to  gofpel-churches,  "  when 
€f  the  Lord  may  be  faid  to  blefs  his  people  where 
«  his  name  is  recorded,”  agreeably  to  the  import 
of  the  text?  Without  enumerating  all  the  mercies 
comprifed  in  the  promife,  let  it  fuffice  to  anfwer: 

i .  The  Lord  bleffes  his  churches,  when  he  gives 
them  a  pure  and  faithful  ministry — when  he 
raifes  up  men,  who  have  experienced  the  power  of 
the  truth  upon  their  own  hearts ;  who  believe  what 
they  preach,  and  fhudderat  making  the  pulpit  the 
theatre  of  their  own  praife,  or  private  intereft.— 
He  fends  a  bluffing  when  he  fends  laborers  into  his 
harveft,  who,  unbiaffed  by  worldly  fears  and  hopes> 
continue  refolute  in  every  part  of  duty,  inflexibly 
honed,  and  exemplary  in  their  conversation.  Such 
men  were  promifed :  I  will  give  you  pafors  accord¬ 
ing  to  my  heart ,  which  Jhall  feed  you  with  knowledge 
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and  undemanding .  Thine  eyes  Jhall  fee  thy  teach  erf. 
Such  men  are  bleflings  to  the  churches.  By  tak¬ 
ing  heed  to  thcmfelves*  and  all  the  flock*  they  hold 
forth  the  word  of  li fe*  with  the  profped:  of  fuccefs, 
anvj  will  have  caufe  to  rejoice  in  the  day  of  Chrift, 
ika+  they  roave  not  run  in  vefin *  neither  labored  in  vain . 


It  is  by  the  miniftry  of  men*  it  pleafes  God  to  call 
ftnners  to  his  communion*  and  accomplifh  his  de- 
ligns  of  love.  He  has  committed  the  treafure  of 
tiie  gofpel  into  earthen  veffels*  that  the  excellency 
oi  the  power  may  appear  to  be  from  him.  The 
gifts,  therefore,  for  the  minifhy*  which  the  exalt¬ 
ed  Saviour  bellowed  from  his  throne*  are  reprefent- 
ed  by  the  apoftie*  as  a  principle  bleliing  conferred 
vp on  the  church.  IVhen  he  afe  ended  up  on  high *  he 
led  captivity  captive *  and  gave  gifts  to  men .  He  gave 
feme  apoftles ,  and  feme  prophets *  and fome  evangelifts> 
arid  fame  pajiors  and  teachers  *  for  the  perfecting  of  ihe 
faints,  for  the  zvork  of  the  miniftry,  for  the  edifying  of  the 
body  of  Chrift . 


2.  The  Lord  blefles  his  church  when*  in  his 
good  providence*  he  preferves  his  people  together 
in  mutual  peace*  and  prevents  confufion*  animo- 

1 1  ties  an d  1  c  h  1  f m s .  Behold ,  how  good  and  how  plea - 
f ant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dzvell  together  in  unity;  it  is 
like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head,  that  ran  dozen 
upon  the  beard ,  even  Aaron  s  beard,  that  zvent  down  to 
ihejkirts  of  his  garments.  As  the  dew  of  Hermon,  and  as 
1  he  dew  that  defe ended  upon  the  mountains  of  Zion;  for 
there  the  Lord  commanded  the  hi  effing,  even  life  for  ever 
prone*  '  • 
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3.  But  efpecially  he  bleffes  his  people  in  the  . 
place  where  he  records  his  name,  when  he  bellows 
that  bleffing  of  all  bleffings,  the  holy  spirit.— 
When  be  pours  water  upon  him  that  is  thirjly ,  and  floods 
upon  the  dry  ground.  1  hen  the  light  of  /non  breaks 
forth  as  the  morning,  and  her  health fprtngs  forth  fpee- 
dily.  The  wildemefs  is  glad;  the  defert  rejoices,  and 
bloffoms  as  the  rofe.  This  brings  the  truth  with  pow¬ 
er  to  the  confciences  of  tinners — alarms  the  care- 
lefs  and  profane,  and  direds  them,  agreeably  to 
the  written  word,  to  fly  for  refuge  to  the  hope  iet 
before  them.  This  eftablilhes  his  own  people  in 
their  moll  holy  faith— calls  forth  their  graces  into 
exercife,  and  enables  them  to  adorn  the  dodrines 
they  profefs,  by  a  holy  life  and  converfation.  He 
comes  with  a  bleffing,  when  he  breathes  upon  the 
Jlain ,  that  they  may  live,-  when  he  makes  his  houfe  a 
Bethel,  adminifters  confolation  to  his  mourners, 
and  gran  ts  them  fellowfhip  with  the  Father,  and  with 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrijl.  Thefe,  and  what  is  infepara- 
bly  conneded  with  thefe,  conftitute  the  principal 
bleffings  conferred  in  the  fanduary.  Thus  his 
children,  who  are  born  in  Zion,  are  fed  by  the  or¬ 
dinances,  as  in  green  paftures.  Thus  they  are  ena¬ 
bled  to  go  from  ftrength  to  ftrength,  until  they 

^ihall  appear  without  lpot  or  wrinkle,  prepared  to 
join  the  general  aflembly  and  church  of  the  firft- 
born,  which  are  written  in  heaven.  But  I  mull 
not  omit. 

4.  The  PROTECTION  AND  DEFENCE  of  the  Moffc 

High,  whereby- he  prefer-ves-his  churches  in  the 
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enjoyment  of  their  privileges,  and  continues  his 
blefling  from  the  fathers  to  the  children.  The 
Lord  will  create  upon  every  dwelling  place  of  mount 
Zion,  and  upon  her  ajfemhliesy  a  cloud  and  fmoke  by 
day,  and  the Jhining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night ;  for  upon 
alt  the  glory  flo all  be  a  defence . — This  Jhall  be  written 
for  the  generation  to  come ,  and  the  people  which  Jhall 
be  created  Jhall  praife  the  Lord .  The  children  of  thy 

fervants  Jhall  continue ,  and  their  feed  Jhall  be  eftablijh- 
ed  before  thee .  While  his  name  continues  to  be 
faithfully  recorded,  his  churches  may  expeft  the 
continuation  of  the  blefling.  But  if  they  become 
luke-warm,  if  they  depart  from  the  faith,  or  de¬ 
generate  into  immoral  practices,  they  have  reafon 
to  fear  a  fufpenfion,  if  not  a  total  lofs  of  the  pro- 
mifed  mercies :  And  wo  to  a  people  when  God 
departs  from  them  !  The  meffage  brought  by  Az¬ 
arkh  the  fon  of  Oded,  is  replete  with  inftruftion, 
and  very  alarming.  Hear  ye  me  Afa>  and  all  Judah 
and  Benjamin  ;  the  Lord  is  with  you  while  ye  be  with 
him  ;  and  if  ye  feck  him ,  he  will  be  found  of  you  ;  but 
if  you  forfake  him ,  he  will  forfake  you .  Agreeably 
to  this  rule,  God  add  refled  the  peeople,  Jer.  vii. 
12.  Go  ye  now  unto  my  place  which  was  in  Shiloh , 
where  I fet  my  name  at  fir  ft,  and  fee  what  I  did  to  it, 
for  the  wickednefs  of  my  people  Ifrael .  Thofe,  there¬ 
fore,  who  enjoy  the  gofpel,  rnufl  not  be  high  minded 
bat  fear.  For  if  God  (pared  not  the  natural  bran¬ 
ches,  the  feed  of  Abraham  according  to  the  fiefh, 
but  broke  them  off  becaufc  of  unbelief,  let  Gentile 
Aimers  take  heed,  left  he  alfo  (pare  not  them.—* 
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What  was  addrefled  to  the  church  of  Ephefus* 
Rev.  ii.  5 — 7.  may  be  confidered  as  ipokento  all  in 
a  fimilar  fituation :  Remember ,  therefore ,  from 
whence  thou  art  fallen,  and  repent,  and  do  the  firft 
works  ;  or  elfe  I  will  come  unto  thee  quickly,  and  will 
remove  thy  candlefick  out  of  his  place,  except  thou  re- 
'pent.  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear 

WHAT  THE  SPIRIT  SAITH  UNTO  THE  CHURCHES. 

After  explaining  the  fubjed,  it  only  remains* 
before  I  proceed  to  the  application,  that  I  detain 
you  a  few  moments,  in  ftiewing  the  adual  accom¬ 
pli  fhment  of  the  promife  in  the  text.  That  it 
was  verified  under  the  Old  Teftament,  we  have 
fufficiently  feen;  and  the  outlines  ofits  fulfilment 
under  the  new,  are  eafily  drawn. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  difpenfation,  on  the 
day  of  Pentecoft,  the  name  of  the  Lord  was  glo- 
rioufiy  recorded.  He  came  agreeably  to  his  pro¬ 
mife,  and  difpenfed  his  bleiling.  Three  thoufand 
were  converted  under  one  fermon  ;  and  thefe  were 
only  the  firfi  fruits  of  a  great  and  plentiful  har- 
veft.  Throughout  the  whole  primitive  gofpel- 
miniftry,  the  moil  evident  tokens  of  the  divine 
prefence,  and  a  concurring  bleffing,  were  uniform¬ 
ly  exhibited.  God  was  with  his  fervants,  and 
bore  them  witnefs  with  divers  figns  and  wonders* 
and  there  were  added  to  the  church  daily*  fuch  as 
ihould  be  faved. 

In  every  fucceediog  age  the  great  Jehovah  has 
remembered  his  inheritance.  The  blefiing  has 
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been  more  copious  at  one  time  than  another,  but 
the  promife  has  never  totally  failed.  Under  the 
perfecutions  of  Imperial  Rome,  the  Lord  did  not 
withdraw  from  his  afflided  Zion.  He  gave  his 
people  xirength  equal  to  their  day.  He  made  the 
blood  of  the  martyrs  to  prove  a  feed  to  the  church ; 
and  caufed  the  gofpel  finally  to  triumph,  againft 

all  the  powerful  efforts  of  Pagan  fuperftition  and 

cruelty. 

During  the  long  and  dark  period  of  anti-chrif- 
tian  tyranny,  when  a  train  of  fiery  trials  attended 
the  faithful  followers  of  the  Redeemer,  the  pre¬ 
fence  oi  the  Lord  was  abundantly  experienced, 
and  the  promife  fweetly  accomplifhed.  His  little 
flock,  hemmed  in  on  every  fide  by  devouring 
wolves,  obtained,  in  their  pious  aflemblies,  fuch 
confirmations  of  their  faith,  and  fuch  exalted  con- 
folations  and  encouragements,  as  rendered  the 

even  while  groaning  under  the 
fierceft  hatred  of  the  church  of  Rome,  a  witnefs 
for  the  truth  expreffed  in  the  text. 

Since  the  happy  reformation,  in  different  na¬ 
tions  where  his  name  has  been  recorded,  the  Lord 
has  often  manifefled  his  glory  and  majefty,  by  af- 
tonilhing  difpiays  of  his  prefence  and  power  in  the 
fanduary.  And  where  the  rich  out-pourings  of 
his  fpirit  have  been  fufpended,  he  has  ftill  contin¬ 
ued,  by  his  more  ordinary  blefiings,  to  be  as  the 
dew  unto  Ifrael.  At  all  times  he  has  fulfilled  his 
gracious  promife,  and  made  himfelf  known  in 
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Zion/as  a  God  of  Salvation.  In  this  teftimony, 
his  people  on  every  coaft,  and  in  every  age,  unite. 
This  alfo  we  ourfelves  can  witnefs  this  day.  With 
us  his  name  is  recorded  within  thefe  walls— he  has 
formerly  afforded  us  his  prefence.  Here,  in  this 
very  place,  as  well  as  in  our  other  fandluanes,  he 
has  often  come  and  difpenfed  his  bleffing. 

I  have  fhewn  you  what  we  are  to  underftand  by 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  what  is  implied  in  his 
recording  that  name  in  any  place.  I  have  alfo  point¬ 
ed  out  the  peculiar  bleffings  promifed  to  the  fanc- 
tuary,  and  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  accomplifh- 
ing  his  word.  Suffer  me  now  to  apply  the  fubjed. 
And, 

*  *  •  c 

Firfty  We  learn,  u  that  the  Son  of  God,  from 
«<  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  world,  gathers* 
€i  defends,  and  preferves  to  himfelf,by  his  fpiritand 
<c  word,  out  of  the  whole  human  race,  a  church* 
«  chofen  to  everlafiing  life,  and  agreeing  in  true 
«  faith. *’*  This  church  is  but  one,  confidered  in 
its  relation  to  the  exalted  Redeemer,  the  Head  and 
King  of  Zion.  Itconfifls  of  many  members.  Mil¬ 
lions  are  already  in  heaven,  and  conftitute  that  part 
which  may  be  called  the  church-triumphant.  Mil¬ 
lions  are  now  on  earth,  who  coropofe  the  church- 
militant.  And  millions  more  will  yet  be  gather- 
ed,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  fhall  call. 

■  ■  4.  ..  '  , 

Interefting  obfervations  might  be  deduced  from 
thi s  fubjedt,  refpebling  the  love  of  God  towards  his 

Vol.  IIL  D  3 

*  Heidelb.  Catech.  fed.  xxh 
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people— the  fafery  of  Zion— the  communion  of 
iaints,  and  the  difcipline  and  government  of  the 
church.  It  might  be  proper,  alfo,  to  attend  to  the 
marks  ofa  true  church— the  diftinguifhing  charac- 
teridic  of  a  member,  and  the  peculiar  obligation 
upon  all  who  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  fancftuary 
to  preferve  them  pure,  and  to  be  found  faithful.— 
But  it  is  impoffible  at  prefent  to  enter  upon  thefe.  1 
can  only  remind  you,-  that  you  have  feen  it  is  not  a 
mere  form  of  words,  or  any  ceremonies  in  the  vift- 
ble  church  that  can  dedicate  a  temple  to  God,  or 
tender  any  building  a  confecrated  famfluary.  No¬ 
thing  lefs  than  recording  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
by  found,  evangelical  doctrine,  and  worlhipping  in 
lpirit  and  in  truth,  can  infure  the  bleffing. 

Secondly ,  We  learn,  there  is  forgivenefs  with  our 
God,  that  he  may  be  feared;  and  thus  a  founda¬ 
tion  laid  for  true  and  spiritual  worship.  The 
great  objed  of  religious  adoration  is  clearly  re¬ 
vealed,  and  a  glorious  way  opened  for  our  return 
to  him.  AH  the  angels  in  heaven  worfhip  God, 
and  they  ceafe  not  day  nor  night  in  aferibing  the 
homage,  praife  and  thankfgiving,  which  are  due 
to  his  holy  name.  Should  we  not,  then,  effeem 
it  an  unfpeakable  blefling  and  honor  to  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  join  in  fuch  exalted  feryice?  Ought  we  not 
to  rejoice  in  liberty  of  accefs  to  the  Father  of  our 
Spirits,  who,  in  foverdgn  mercy,  has  made  himfelf 
known  as  the  God  of  Salvation?  It  is  in  this  faith, 
and  with  views  and  exerciffes  founded  upon  thefe 

%  .  ,  •  .G  -i  -  *(  ' ... 
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principles,  that  we  adored  the  great  Jehovah  in 
thofe  prayers,  with  which  divine  fervice  was  juft 
now -opened  in  this  houfe;  and  with  this  worfhip, 
in  fpirit  and  in  truth,  his  name  is  now  recorded 
in  this  place. 

Thirdly,  We  fee,  that  the  dodxines  of  the  gof- 
pel,  like  their  divine  Author,  are  the  fame  yefter- 
day,  to  day,  and  for  ever.  Larger  meafures  of 
knowledge,  and  of  the  Spirit,  may  hiive  been  grant¬ 
ed  under  one  difpenfation  than  another,  but  the 
nature  and  properties  of  faving-faith  are  ever  the 
fame.  The  great  Redeemer  has  always  been  pre¬ 
cious  to  his  people;  and,  in  their  Emmanuel,  all 
the  faints  have  ever  found  both  right eoufnefs  and 
Jlrength .  Know  then,  my  brethren,  the  God  of 
your  Salvation;  and  remember,  that  the  perff.ct 
righteousness  of  christ  is  the  lole  meritorious 
caufe  of  the  juftification  of  a  finner,  and  the  balls 
on  which  every  blefiing  in  the  sanctuary,  as  well 
as  all  your  hopes  for  eternal  life,  are  founded.— 
This  righteoufnefs  the  Son  of  God  has  wrought 
out,  by  his  active  and  paffive  obedience,  for  all  his 
people:  This  they  receive  by  faith;  and  this  the 
Father  imputes  to  them,  as  he  imputed  to  Chriffc 
their  fins.  He  who  knew  no  finy  fays  the  apoftle, 
2  Cor.  v.  2 1 .  'was  made  fin  for  us ,  that  we  might  be 
made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him.  But  how  was 
Chrilf  made  fin  for  us?  Not  furely  by  partaking  in 
our  depravity,  nor  having  any  fin  inherent  in  him- 
fclf;  but,  by  having  our  fins  imputed  to  him,  that 
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lie,  as  a  fin- offering  and  facrifice,  might  atone  for 
them.  In  like  manner  we  are  made  righteous  in 
him,  not  by  any  inherent  righteoufnefs  in  our- 
felves,  but  by  having  his  righteoufnefs  imputed  to 
iii.  T.  he  name  by  which  he  was  known,  under  the 
Old  Teftament-difpenfation  as  well  as  the  New* 
is  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs .  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  But  in 
what  way  can  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  become 
ours?  It  muff  be  fo  inherently  or  imputatively — 
1  here  is  no  other  alternative.  But,  is  it  inherent¬ 
ly  ours?  Certainly  no,  for  it  is  exprefsly  oppofed 
to  all  inherent  righteoufnefs  in  us,  Phil,  iii.  6.  Nor 
can  that  be  inherent  in  us,  which  was  performed 
by  Chrift.  It  is,  therefore,  ours  by  imputation. 
Wherefore  God  is  faid  to  impute  righteoufnefs  with¬ 
out  works .  This  is  that  righteoufnefs  of  God  which  is 
manifefted  without  the  lawy  being  witneffed  by  the  law 
and  the  'prophets .  This  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  God> 
which  is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift ,  unto  all ,  and  upon 
all  them  that  believe .  By  faith  we  are  juftified,  in  as 
much  as  we  receive  the  offered  falvation  by  the 
hand  of  faith.  Through  faith  we  are  faved,  as  there 
is  no  other  way  of  appropriating  to  ourfelves  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  furety,  than  by  believing  in 
him.  But  it  is  not  for  faith,  nor  any  other  work 
performed  by  us,  or  even  graces  wrought  within 
us,  that  we  obtain  pardon  for  fin,  and  a  right  to  e- 
ternal  life.  In  the  Redeemer  alone  God  is  wellr 
pleafed,  and  for  his  fake  alone  is  become  the  God 
and  Father  of  all  who  are  united  to  his  Son.  Faith 
is  {ns  gift,  and  every  grace  is  beftowed  by  him,— 
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This  infures  his  glory  in  our  juftification,  and  is 
the  only  productive  principle  of  ianCtification  in 
heart  and  life — of  that  inherent  holinefs  whiclv 
conftitutes  moral  re&itude,  and  without  which  no 
man  can  fee  God.  Thefe  are  the  dodtrines  wc 
profefs  and  believe.  "  We  believe  the  Holy  Gholt 
«  kindleth  in  our  hearts  an  upright  faith,  which 
<c  embraces  Jefus  Chrift  with  all  his  ments,  ap— 
“  propriates  him,  and  feeks  nothing  moie  betides 
"  him.  Therefore,  we  juftly  fay  with  Paul,  that 
“  we  are  jujtified  by  faith  alone ;  or,  by  faith  without 
*c  works •  However,  we  do  not  mean  that  faith  it— 
«  felfj uflifies  us,  for  it  is  only  an  inftrument  with 
11  which  we  embrace  Chrift  our  righteoufnefs. — - 
“  We  believe  that  our  falvation  confifts  in  the  re- 
<»  million  of  our  fins  for  Jefus  Chrift’s  fake,  and  that 
«  therein  our  righteoufnefs  before  God  is  implied. 
««  As  David  and  Paul  teach  us,  declaring  this  to 
“  be  the  happinefs  of  man,  that  God  imputes  righ- 
«  teoufnefs  to  him  without  works;  and,  therefore, 
“  we  always  hold  faff  this  foundation,  aferibing  all 
« the  glory  to  God,  humbling  ourfelves  before 
“  him,  and  acknowledging  ourielves  to  be  fuch  as 
“  we  really  are;  without  prefuming  totruft  in  any 
«  thing  in  ourfelves,  or  in  any  merit  of  ours,  rely- 
“  ing  and  refting  upon  the  obedience  of  Chrift 
*f  crucified  alone,  which  becomes  ours  when  we 
“  believe  in  him.  This  is  fufticient  to  cover  all 
“  our  iniquities,  and  to  give  us  confidence  in  ap- 
“  preaching  to  God;  freeing  the  confidence  of 
"  fear,  terror,  and  dread.  We  believe,  it  is  fo  far 


“  from  being  true,  that  this  juftifying  faith  makes 
“  men  rcmifs  in  a  holy  and  pious  life,  that  on  the 
“  contrary,  without  it  they  would  never  do  any 
"  thing  out  of  love  to  God,  but  only  out  offelf- 
"  love,  or  fear  of  damnation.  It  is  impoffible  that 
“  this  holy  faith  can  be  unfruitful  in  man^-it  is  a 
“  faith  that  worketb  by  love ,  and  excites  man  to  the 
c‘  practice  oj  thofe  works ,  which  God  has  commanded 
<c  m  his  word.'  *  It  is  by  preaching  thefe  evange¬ 
lical  truths  the  name  of  the  Lord,  as  a  God  of  Sal¬ 
vation,  is  this  day  recorded  in  this  houfe.  And  now 
w'itnels  thefe  walls !  which  have  often  reverberated 
the  joyiul  found  of  peace  on  earth,  and  good-will 
to  men.  Witnefs  ye  columns !  and  thou  lofty  arch! 
renewed  and  decorated  with  that  fimple  magnifi¬ 
cence  which  becomes  a  temple  under  the  New 
Teliament.  Witnefs  ye  angels !  who,  while  invi- 
lible  to  us,  are  miniftering  fpirits,  fent  forth  to  mi- 
nifter  to  the  heirs  of  falvation,  and  who  rejoice  in 
the  purify  of  our  worfhip,  and  the  converfion  of 
finners.  And  O !  be  thou  alfo  witnefs  exalted  King 
of  Zion  l  who  holdeft  the  ftars  of  the  church  in 
thy  right  hand,  and  whofe  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of 
fire;  witnefs  thou,  if  ever  falfe  dodbrines  are  taught 
in  this  houfe- — if  ever  we  refufe  to  reverence  thee ! 
Great  God  of  Abraham,  our  God  and  Father,  to 
whom  this  building  is  again  confecrated !  Let  thine 
eyes  he  open  toward  this  houfe  night  and  dayy  even  to¬ 
wards  the  place ,  of  which  thou  haft  faidy  my  namejhall 
he  there .  Make  the  prief  s'  Ups  to  keep  knowledge y  and 

*  Confeffion  of  Faith,  art  xxii.  xxiii.  xxir. 


teach  them  to  feek  the  lazv  at  thy  mouth .  Purify  the 
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Jons  of  Levi,  and  purge  them  as  gold  and  fiver ,  that 
they  may  always  offer  unto  the  Lord  an  offering  in  riff- 
teoufnefs. 

To  thefe  great  purpofes  this  building  was  for¬ 
merly  devoted,  and  for  thefe  important  ends  it  is 
now  raifed  from  its  ruins.  But  the  mention  of 
ruins  calls  back  our  thoughts  to  paft  fcenes,  and 
prefents  difagreeable  ideas  to  our  minds.  When 
deftrudion  is  caufed  by  the  immediate  hand  of 
heaven — by  earthquakes,  ftorms,  or  fire,  we  areli- 
lent  before  God,  and  dare  not  reply.  But  when 
men  have  been  the  inftruments,  it  is  difficult,  al¬ 
though  proper,  to  look  up  to  the  over-ruling  powd¬ 
er,  and  forget  the  interpofition  of  the  means.  I 
dare  not  fpeak  of  the  wanton  cruelty  of  thofe  who 
deftroyed  this  temple,  nor  repeat  the  various  in¬ 
dignities  which  have  been  perpetrated.  It  would 
be  eafy  to  mention  fads  which  would  chill  your 
blood  !  A  recrilledion  of  the  groans  of  dying  pri- 
foners,  which  pierced  this  ceiling;  or  the  facrili- 
geous  fports  and  rough  feats  of  horfemanfhip*  ex¬ 
hibited  within  thefe  walls,  might  raife  fentiments 
in  your  minds  that  would,  perhaps,  not  harmonize 
with  thofe  religious  affedions,  which  I  wifli,  at 
prefent,  to  promote,  and  always  to  cherifh. 

The  Lord  has  fufficiently  vindicated  our  caufe* 
and  avenged  us  of  thofe  who  rofe  up  againfl  us.— 

*  This  church  was,  during  the  firft  part  of  the  war,  made  a  pri- 
fon,  and  afterward  turned,  by  the  Britilh  troops,  into  a  riding- 
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He  girded  our  Jofhua  for  the  field;  and  led  him, 
with  his  train  of  heroes,  to  vidtory.  Heaven  di- 
.redted  our  councils,  and  wrought  deliverance.— 
Our  enemies  themfelves  acknowledged  an  inter- 
poling  Providence,  and  were  obliged  to  fay,  the 
Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  them,  while  we  repeat¬ 
ed  the  Ihout  of  praife,  the  lord  hath  done  great 

THINGS  FOR  US,  WHEREOF  WE  ARE  GLAD. 

f-r  r-  '  *  i  r"  .  *1  t  r.A  f  ,  ■  '  "  ’•;*  /  x  .  r,l  '  '  *  ;  *v  ;  v 

'  Through  the  long  avenue  of  dangers  and  per¬ 
plexity,  while  difcouragements,  like  dark  clouds, 
were  hovering  all  around,  who  could  penetrate  the 
.gloom,  and  forefee,  that  God  would  fo  foon  bring 
•order  out  of  confulion — fo  foon  difmifs  the  horrors 
of  war,  and  grant  an  honorable  peace  a  perfedt 
revolution?  Where  was  it  ever  feen,  excepting 
only  in  Ifrael,  that  God  look  a  nation  out  of  the  midjl 
of  another  nation,  with  fuck  a  mighty  hand,  and  aftretch - 
1  ed  out  arm?  Who  coulo  nave  prcdidied,  that,  from 
.  fuch  indigefted  materials,  with  fuch  Ihort  expe¬ 
rience,  and  within  fo  few  years,  an  efficient,  libe¬ 
ral,  and  pervading  government  would  have  been 
formed?— A  ftation  and  rank  is  now  obtained  a- 
jriong  the  nations  of  the  earth;  and,  if  the  lull  en¬ 
joyment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  is  a  conlti- 
'  tuent  part  of  facial  happinefs— if  the  profpeds  of 
the  riling  importance,  ftrength,  and  greatnefs  of 
our  new  empire,  are  of  any  weight  in  the  fcale,  wc 
may  fafely  pronounce  ourfelves,  at  this  day,  to  be 
the  happieft  nation  in  the  world.  A  nation  where 
ail  the  rights  of  man  are  perfectly  fecured.  With- 


out  a  monarchy — without  hereditary  nobility,  and 
without  an  hierarchy.  Hail,  happy  land !  A  land 
of  liberty ! — of  fcience ! — of  religion !  Here  an  un- 
difturbed  freedom  in  worfhip  forms  the  firft  prin¬ 
ciple  of  an  equal  government,  and  is  claimed  as  a 
birth-right,  which  none  of  our  rulers  dare  call  in 
queftion,  or  control.  Here  no  fed:  is  legally  pre¬ 
ferred  with  exclufive  prerogatives— the  chief  ma- 
giftrate  worfhips  as  a  private  citizen,  and  legifla- 
tors,  by  their  influential  example,  not  by  penal- 
laws,  prove  nurfing  fathers  to  the  church  of  Chrift. 
In  this  happy  and  elevated  fituation,  the  ruins  of 
our  temples,  and  all  we  have  fuftained,  appear  a 
price  too  fmall  to  mention.  We  are  more  than 
compenfated.  We  have  forgiven,  and  we  forget 
paft  injuries.  God  has  abundantly  made  up  for 
all  our  former  griefs.  JVhen  the  Lord  turned  again 
the  captivity  of  Zion >  we  were  like  them  that  dream *— 
j Then  was  our  mouth  filled  with  laughter ,  and  our  tongue 
with  finging.  We  are  a  happy  people — we  feel  and 
know  that  we  are  fo.  The  labors  of  the  hufband- 
man  profper,  and  there  is  plenty  in  all  our  borders. 
Commerce  is  enlarged,  and  public  credit  eflablifh- 
ed.  The  education  of  youth  is  univerfally  patron¬ 
ized,  and  there  is  no  complaining  in  our  ftreets. — 
In  fafety  we  lit,  every  man  under  his  own  vine  and 
fig-tree,  and  there  are  none  to  make  us  afraid. — 
With  fufficient  room  to  accommodate  nations, 
and  a  government  adequate  to  all  the  important 
purpofes  of  fociety,  we  are  not  only  at  eafe  our- 
felves,  but  extend  our  arms,  and  cordially  invite 
Vox,.  Ill,  E  3 
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an  oppreffed  world  to  come  under  our  fhade,  and 
fhare  in  our  happinefs.  Happy  is  that  people  that 
is  in  fuch  a  cafe!  yea,  happy  is  that  people  whose 
cod  is  the  lord! — Whether  we  fhall  continue 
thus  happy,  will  greatly  depend  upon  our  wifdom 
and  juftice — our  induftry  and  manners,  but  prin¬ 
cipally  upon  our  faithfully  recording  the  name  of 
the  Lord.  According  to  the  mealure  in  which  the 
religion  of  the  bleffed  Jefus  is  honored  and  prevails, 
our  land  will  be  truly  happy,  and  our  liberty  fecure. 
This  holy  religion  eltabli  fries  the  pureft  morality, 
and  inculcates  the  reciprocal  obligations  which 
members  of  fociety  are  under  to  each  other :  It  en¬ 
gages  men  of  all  ranks,  by  the  higheft  fanCtions, 
confcientioufly  to  ful  fil  the  duties  of  their  ftation; 
and  it  is,  without  controverfy,  the  fureft  pledge  of 
the  divine  protection.  The  maintenance  of  this, 
in  its  purity,  will  mod  effectually  eftablilh  our  in¬ 
valuable  bleffings,and  as  this  declines,  our  ruin  will 
haften.  See  the  rule  of  Providence  with  refpeCt 
to  nations,  Jer.  xviii.  9,  10.  At  what  infant  lfhall 
J peak  concerning  a  nation,  and  concerning  a  kingdom,  to 
build  and  to  plant  it;  if  it  do  evil  in  my  fight,  that  it 
obey  not  my  voice,  then  I  will  repent  of  the  good 
wherezvith  1 /aid,  I  would  benefit  them. 

r  .  v  »  .  .,n  V  -  :  -  si  •>  _  i  * 

While  others,  at  our  political  annrverfary,  in 
their  animated  orations,  employ  all  the  powers  of 
eloquence,  to  confirm  your  love  of  liberty,  and,  by 
enraptured  views  of  civil  bleffings,  touch  with 
tranfport  all  the  fprings  of  life;  I  defire,  with  plain- 
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rxris  of  fpeech,  but  With  a  zeal  becoming  a  minifter 
of  the  gofpei,  to  raife  your  views  to  heaven,  and 
perfuade  you  wifely  to  improve  your  precious  pri¬ 
vileges.  Seven  years  are  not  yet  elapfed  lince  vve 
returned  to  this  city  in  peace.  And  lo !  in  lefs  than 
feven  years,  two  ruined  churches  have  been,  by  us, 
repaired.  The  Lord  hath  ftrengthened  our  hands, 
and  given  fuccefs  to  our  efforts.  Let  a  humble 
fenfe  of  our  dependance  upon  him,  and  a  recollec¬ 
tion  of  his  numerous  mercies,  call  forth  lively  gra¬ 
titude  upon  this  occalion.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul, 
and  all  that  is  within  me,  blefs  his  holy  name.  Blefs  the 
Lord,  0  my  foul,  and forget  not  all  his  benefits.  It  is, 
my  brethren,  a  circumftance  which,  upon  our  part, 
is  altogether  fortuitous,  but  it  deferves  your  notice, 
that,  inthediredion  of  Providence,  you  have  more 
than  one  objed,  upon  this  memorable  Fourth  of 
July,  that  claims  your  attention.  While  you  glow 
with  patriotic  ardor  for  your  country,  and  pour  out 
fervent  prayers  for  its  riling  honor  and  happinefs  ; 
you  are  allb  exulting  that  the  gates  of  this  houfe 
are  again  opened  to  you.  Enter  into  his  gates  with 
thankfgiving,  and  into  his  courts  with  praife be  thank¬ 
ful,  unto  him,  and  blefs  his  name.  With  ardent  pray¬ 
ers,  and  folemn  vows,  I  know  you  now  unite  with 
me  in  this  facred  exercife;  and  may  your  ardent 
prayers,  and  folemn  vows  be  ratified  in  heaven! 
But  fuffer  me,  in  faithfulnefs,  to  warn  you  againft 
the  deceitfulnefs  of  your  hearts  towards  God ;  and 
to  charge  you  to  mingle  a  holy  fear  and  trembling, 
this  day,  with  our  rejoicings.  Remember  Shiloh 
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— remember  what  has  already  befallen  this  houfe5 
and  never  forget  that  you  have  to  do  'with  a  holy 
God,  who  is  jealous  for  his  honor  and  worfhip. — 
Holinefs  becometh  the  houfe  of  God  for  ever;  and 
all  who  name  the  name  of  Chrift  muff  depart  from 
iniquity.  Keep ,  therefore ,  thy  foot  when  thougoeft  to 
the  houfe  of  God,  and  be  more  ready  to  hear  than  to  give 
the fa  orifice  of  fools.  When  thou  vow  eft  a  vow  unto 
God,  defer  not  to  pay  it,  for  he  hath  no  pleafure  in  fools* 
Pay  that  which  thou  haft  vowed. 

With  what  humble  awe  and  pious  reverence 
fhould  minifters  of  the  gofpel  engage  in  the  fervice 
of  the  fandtuary !  Upon  us,  my  venerable  and  re- 
fpedted  colleagues,  a  new  burthen  is  this  day  laid 
— to  us  a  new  door  is  opened !  I  congratulate  you 
on  this  aufpicious  occafion,  and  hope  we  may  view 
it  as  a  token  for  good  from  the  Lord.  Let  it  en¬ 
courage  us  to  perfevere  and  become  more  faithful 
in  preaching  a  crucified  Jefus,  and  inciting  this 
people  to  worfhip  God  in  fpirit  and  in  truth.  But 
where  is  our  laidlie!*  Where  is  now  that  bold 
herald  of  the  gofpel,  who  feared  not  the  face  of 
man,  nor  courted  the  applaufe  of  fellow- worms ! — 
He  fpoke  with  authority,  and  what  flowed  from 

*  The  Rev.  Doctor  Archibald  Laidlie  was  born  and  educated 
in  Scotland.  He  was  ordained,  in  1760,  aminifter  in  Flufhing,  in 
Zealand.  The  Dutch  church  in  New-York  finding  it  neceflary 
to  have  divine  fervice  performed  in  Englifh,  called  him  for  that 
purpofe,  and  he  arrived  here  in  March,  1764.  He  was  a  man  of 
genius,  learning,  and  eminent  piety — a  very  inflrudtive,  bold,  and 
animated  preacher;  and  his  indefatigable  labors  were  eminently 
blelfed  of  the  Lord.  He  died  of  a  coniumptive  illnefs  at  Red-Hook, 
in  October,  1779,  during  our  exile  from  the  city. 
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his  heart,  reached  the  hearts  of  others.  How  of¬ 
ten'  from  thefe  heights  of  Zion  have  his  words 
dropped  as  the  rain,  while  finners  trembled  and 

faints  rejoiced.  But  he  is  gone,  and  reds  from  his 
labors !  His  name  ftill  furvives,  and  he,  being  dead, 
yet  fpeaketh.  Excufe  this  tribute  of  affection — 
forgive  this  tear,  which  I  owe  to  the  memory  of  a 
man,  who  was  once  dear  to  me,  as  a  fellow-laborer 
in  this  houfe,  and  whofe  miniftry  was  highly  ac¬ 
ceptable,  and  greatly  blefled  to  this  people.  From 
the  example  of  thofe  who  proved  faithful  in  their 
day,  let  us,  my  worthy  colleagues,  be  prompted  to 
the  moft  vigorous  exertions  in  the  fervice  of  our 
mafter.  May  you  be  long  fpared  in  mercy  to  the 
church!  and,  when  the  lips,  which  now  addrefs 
you,  are  mouldering  in  the  tomb,  O  may  you  live 
to  record  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  be  the  happy 
inflruments  of  building  that  fpiritual  temple  which 
is  founded  upon  the  prophets  and  apofties,  Jefus 
Chrift  himfelf  being  the  chief  corner-ftone  !  Late, 
very  late,  after  gaining  many  ieals  to  your  miniftry, 
may  you  clofe  your  exemplary  and  ufeful  lives  in 
peace,  and  obtain  the  crown  of  righteoufnefs !  The 

blefling  of  the  God  of  Salvation  be  upon  you ! 

—  •  -  .  _  « 

The  aged  men  who  were  prefent  at  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  fecond  temple  wept  at  the  remembrance 
of  the  firft.  But,  blefled  be  God!  you,  who  wor- 
fhipped  in  this  houfe  formerly,  have  no  caufe  for 
weeping  on  that  account.  This  houfe  is  refiored 
to  its  former  fplendor,  and  the  Lord  has  exceeded 


•.  ;  -’■'V . 
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our  higheft  expectations.  We  have  no  reafon  t<* 
weep  for  the  houfe,  but  we  may  weep  and  be  a. 
fhamed  for  the  hardnefs  of  our  hearts;  for  the 
want  of  faith  and  gratitude— of  love  and  holinefs. 
Many  bitter  tears  might  aifo  be  fhed,  when  look¬ 
ing  around,  we  find  fo  many  wanting,  who  ufed 
formerly  to  worftiip  with  us  in  this  place.  Alas! 
how  many  parents — how  many  hulbands  and  wives 
—how  many  children  and  friends,  have  gone  down 
to  the  filent  grave  fince  laft  we  affembled  in  thi & 
houfe!  But  I  may  not  indulge  the  mournful  recol¬ 
lection.  The  joy  of  the  Lord  is  to  be  our  ftrength 
this  day.  May  you,  my  brethren,  be  fpared  to  go  up 
with  the  multitude  to  the  houfe  of  God ,  with  the  voice, 
of  joy  and  praife:  May  you  live  to  fee  his  power  and 
glory  in  the  fanffuaryy  and  your  fouls  be  fed  as  with 
marrow  and  fatnefs!  The  Lord  blefs  you  with  all 
fpiritual  bleffings  in  Chrift  Jefus! 


You  who  are  young,  behold  the  goodnefs  of 
God  in  providing  the  means  of  grace,  and  bring¬ 
ing  the  gofpel  in  its  purity  to  you !  Remember 
to  whom  we  have  dedicated  this  place.  The  once 
crucified,  but  now  exalted  Jefus,  is  Lord  of  this 
houfe.  Here  his  name  is  recorded.  See  to  it  that 
you  never  defile  his  temple;  make  not  his  houfe 
a  houfe  of  merchandize,  nor  fell  his  truths.  Yet 
a  little  while  and  we  fhall  bid  adieu  to  ordinances 
and  to  you.  But  we  rejoice  in  the  profped:  of 
leaving  you  the  rich  treafure  of  a  faithful  profeflion 
and  fpiritual  worfiiip.  Preferve  with  anxious  fo- 
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licitude  the  precious  inheritance.  It  is  your  life, 
it  is  the  pledge  of  all  your  mercies.  Improve  the 
means.  Search  the  fcriptures.  Underfbnd  the 
doctrines  you  profefs.  Reft  not  in  a  name  to  live* 
but  look  unto  Jefus  and  find  life  and  peace  in  him. 
Be  ready  always  to  give  an  anfwer  to  every  nian  that 
nfketbyou  a  reafou  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you  with  meek- 
nefs  and  fear.  Beware  of  ever  being  alhamed  of 

Chrift.  Sin  not  away  your  privileges,  and  pro¬ 
to  withdraw  his  prefence  and 


vokenot  a  holy  God 
bleffing. 


It  is  not,  my  children,  without  very  tender  emo¬ 
tions,  that  we  look  around  and  confider  you  as  our 
deareft  hope ;  our  higheft  joy ;  the  riling  pillars 
of  the  church  and  ftate.  Soon  you  are  to  fucceed 
us  in  the  duties  we  now  ftrive  to  fulfil.  Very  foon 
you  will  have  to  bear  the  facred  burthen  which 
v,  iii  devolve  from  us  to  you.  I  charge  you,  in  the 
fight  of  God,  to  be  faithful.  Be  faithful  to  your 
country  ;  be  faithful  to  the  church.  Forfake  hot 
afiembling  yourfel ves  together.  Record  the  blefs- 
ed  name.  Continue  to  record  it,  that  God  may 
dwell  with  you,  and  with  your  children’s  children, 
as  Jong  as  the  fun  Ihall  endure.  But  will  God  indeed 
dwell  on  the  earth  f  Behold  the  heaven ,  and  the  heav - 
en  of  heavens  cannot  contain  him,  how  much  lefs  this 
houfe  which  we  have  built ?  The  heaven  is  indeed  his 
throne,  and  the  earth  is  his  footftool,  but  here  £ 
the  houfe  that  we  have  built  unto  him,  and  here  is 
t  ie  place  of  his  reft.  May  it  ever  be  a  houfe  of 
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prayer  !  A  houfe  of  praife  !  A  houfe  of  bleffings  ! 

&  ^  w/,,  w 

Eer  «y  brethren  and  companions’  fake,  I  will 
mow  Jay,  peace  BE  within  thee.  Becaufe  of  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord  our  God,  I  w,u  seek  thv  oood 
Great  King  of  Zion,  fill  it  with  thy  glory !  When 
writing  up  the  people,  let  it  be  counted  that  many 
were  born  here,  and  here  trained  up  for  that  houfe 
which  is  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in'the  heav¬ 
ens  ;  blefs  all  thy  churches  !  let  Ifrael  be  favedf 

*  8nd/m«  tbe  rifinS  of  the  fun,  even  to  the  going  down 
of  the  fame,  let  thy  name  be  great  among  the  Gentiles 
In  everyplace  let  incenfe  be  offered  unto  thy  name,  and 
*  pure  offering  !  Amen. 


The  END  of  the  THIRD  VOLUME. 
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